OpuH XaHTep

OnacHas Tpona

Mponor

BHyTpwn Beratowwien Byakm 6b1ro TemHo. Boxak cribilwan uapanaHbe Korten, 4yBcTBOBa
NPUKOCHOBEHME MaaKom cobavben WepcTu, HO HUYero He Buaen. lNaxno NcuHon, a cunbHee
BCEro — ropsALLnmM fecom.

Boxxak cuaen, HernoBKO CKOPYMBLUUCE Ha Apoxallem nony beratowen byaku. Bapyr oH
No4YyBCTBOBAN TOMYOK, U OBUXKEHUE Pe3Ko npekpaTunock. CHapyXu NocnbIwarncs rosfioc
Yenoseka. Boxak pazobpan otaenbHble cnoBa: — OroHb... [naguTe B oba... Ctepernte cobak!

Tenepb K TOpbKOBATO-ClagkomMmy cMmpaay FOpFILU,GVI OpeBECUHbI OTHETIIMBO NpuMeLlnBarnca 3anax
yerioBeybero ctpaxa.

Boxak ye gonro 6bin B 3atodeHMn. OH NOMHWA, YTO MPOLUSa HOYb, eLle OfHa HOYb, U eLle —
GonbLue, YeM MOXHO COCYMTaTb MO YeTbipeM cobaybmm nanam. B Ty HOYb, y4ysiB 3anax
Yy>KaKoB, OH BO rnaBe CBOeW CBOPbI NpULLIEN B narepb, YToObl NporHaTh NpuLLenbLeB.

Mec Tnxo 3apblvan, obHaxas cTpallHble knbikk. Ero ceopa 6bina cuneHa! OHa ymena Gerartb,
ymena ybueatb. cbl TOCKOBanu No Tensnomn KpoBK, No cnagkomy 3anaxy ctpaxa, KOTopbin
nctoyaet fobblva nepen Tem, kak ymepeTb. OHM HeHaBuaenu cMaeTb B3anepTu, NOXnpaTb eay,
KOTOPY!O LUBbIPAN UM Yenosek, 1 Nog4YMHATLCS ero npukasam!

Boxkak BCKOUMN Ha cunbHble Nanbl, METHYNCA K ABEPAM, YOAPUIICA B HAX CBOEN TSXKENown,
pbhkeBaTo-6ypown Galukon n 3anasn. B TecHoTe Beratowen bygku ero xpunnbin nan nokasancs
MOYTW OMMNYLUNTENbHBIM.

— Hopory! Qopory ceope! bexatb! Ckopein!

OcTanbHble NCbl NOAXBATUIN €0 KIny.

— Hopory ceope! bexaTb! Bexatb!

CnoBHo B OTBET Ha ux naun, aAsepu beratowen byakn WwWMpoko pacnaxHynuck. B cymepkax Boxak



pasrmdagen cbmrypy Uenoseka. Yenosek npuKasasn BbIXOAUTb.

Boxak BbINpbIrHYN NepBbiM U NPU3EMNNICSA BO3NeE Ky4n OpeBeH, CNOXEHHbIX B LIEHTpe nareps.
M3-nog nan ero B3METHYNOCb YepHoe 0bnayvko nenna u konotn. Cnegom 3a HUM 3 beratowen
Byaku yctpemuncst noTok YepHbIX 1 BypbiX CrvH.

— Ceopa, Brnepen! Ceopa, Brnepen! — nasinu ncbl. Boxak 6ecnokoliHo 3aberan Boornb
n3ropoam, koTopas oTaensna ux ot neca. 3a orpagon oH BMAen noBaneHHble obropesLume
CTBOIbI JEPEBLEB.

Boaneke, 3a nenenuiiem, Lymerna Ha BeTpy CTeéHa HETPOHYTOro orHem reca.

CobnasHuTernbHble 3anaxu COYUNUCh U3-NoJ ryCTOM NIMCTBEHHOMN TeHW. Mec Bo3Gy»KaeHHO
3agpokar, poT ero HamnomHuNcs cnoHon. Becero ogmH NpbikKoK OTAENAN UX OT neca, Kuwallero
no6biven! TaM HUKTO He NoCMeeT KOMaHAoBaTb CBOPOM, TaM YenoBek HUKOraa He nocaauT ux
Ha uenb! TaM OHM CMOryT eCTb, CKOMbKO W KOrda NokenaroT, TOTOMY YTo GyayT cambiMu
CUINbHbLIMWU 1 CBUPEMNbIMK BO BCeM recy!

— Ha Bonto! — 3axnebHyncs naem Boxak. — CBopy Ha Bonto! Ckopel, ckopen, cenvac!

OH nogGexan kK n3ropoau, Npuxkarncs HOCOM K XKeNne3HoN CETKe U BAOXHY MOMHOW rpyabto
necHoro Bosayxa. MHorve 3anaxu 6bifiv eMy HE3HaKOMbI, HO OAWH, CaMblil CUMbHbINA, OH Y3Han
Obl M3 ThicAYM. JTO ObIN 3anax Bpara, 3anax gobbiun. KoTbi!

HacTynuna Houb, YepHble cunyaTbl 0BropeBLUMX BETBEN YETKO BbiPUCOBbLIBANNCL Ha hoHe
NONHON NyHbl. CHyloLME B TEMHOTE MNChbl Ka3anuch YepHee caMoi Houn. Jlanbl ux no4uTu
GeclymHO cTynanu no rpsiau u nenny. Mog GrnecTawmMmn WKypaMy nepekaTbiBaniucb MycKyrbl.
Ma3a ropenu, Knblk1 CBepKanu, ANMHHbIE S3bIKWM CBELUMBANCH U3 OCKarleHHbIX NacTen.

Boxak cocpenoTodeHHO ABurancs BOonb 3ropoau, obHioxmeas 3emnto. OH nckan 1o MecTo 3a
orpagon, Kyaa Kaxay Hodb yxoauT Yernosek. Tpy HOUM Ha3ag OH 3aMeTur Tam y3kuii nas u
Cpasy NOoHsAM, YTO 9Ta MarieHbKasi sMKa MOXET CcTaTb JOPOoron Ha Bonto Hopa. 'ge Hopa? —
pblyan BOXak.

HakoHeL OH 3ameTnn MecTo, rae crerka ocbinasLluasicsa 3emnsa obpasoBbiBana HermnyoboKyo
BNaaunHy nog 3aropogkon. Tspkenasi nana obpywmnack Ha 3emnto. [lec 3anpokuHyn mopay u
nponasn:

— 3pecb! Hopa, Hopa! 3aecsh!

OH WKypoW YyBCTBOBAr HETEPNEHNEe CTan — OHO GbIfIo OCTPEE KOMKYEK U ropsiyee CBeXeN



naganu. Bce nog6exanu K BoXkaky 1 3anasnu:
— Hopa. Hopa.
— Bbonbwe! byget 6onbwe! — noobewan Boxak. — Ckopo yb6exum!

OH NpUHSANCSA N30 BCEX CUIT CKPECTM KOTTsiMU. 3eMrist POHTaHOM Gpbi3Hyna ns-noa
MPOBOJIOYHOM CETKU, C KaXKAbIM yAapoM siMa CTaHOBUNAach BCe LWmpe u rmyoxe. OcTanbHble Mcbl
KPY>KIIM BOKPYT, MPUHIOXMBASICb K HOYHOMY BO34yXy, MOSIHOMY NECHbIX 3anaxoB. OHU Wwenkanm
YenkcTsaMU, NpeacTaBnssi, Kak OyayT BOH3aTb KMbIKM B TEMMbIE Tena 3arHaHHOW 0o6bIuK.

Boxak 0OCTaHOBMWIICS U HACTOPOXUST YLLN, NpUCNyLLIMBasCh, He naet nm Yenosek. Ho Bce
ocTaBarocb TMxo, Yenoseka HuUrge He 6bino BUOHO, 1 3anax ero 4OHOCKICS OTKyAa-To
nsganeka.

Boxak pacnnactancs no semsie n Hadan npoTUckMBaTbCs B Na3s. HKHUI Kpa CeTKU NOSTOCHYN
ero Wkypy. lNec Hanpy>xMHUN 3adHWe Nanbl, pBaHyncsa Bnepen U HakoHeL, Oy TUIICA No Apyryto
CTOPOHY CETKM.

— Ha Bonto! — nponasn oH. — Bnepea! Bnepea! Mo mepe Toro kak ncel BbldMpanuchb Ha
csoboay, nas cTaHOBWICA BCe WMpe 1 ygobHee, 1 BCKOpe NOYTM BCA CTast OMyTMNach B
obropeBLUeM fnecy BMecTe CO CBOMM BOXakKoM. [1cbl CHOBanu mMexay AepeBbeB, coBanu Mopabl
noA KOpHW M XaaHo BrngabiBanvcb BO TbMY. [Nasa nux ropenu XonoaHbIM, HEUCTOBbLIM
nnameHem.

Korga nocnegHuii nec BbINON3 U3-noa orpafbl, BOXak 3anpoKMHYI rofoBy M TOPXKeCTBYoLE
nponasn: — berom! Ceopa Ha Bone! Tenepb 6erom!

MoBepPHYBLUMCH K NECy, OH COpBarcsi C Mecta, U MOry4ne MbllLbl CIIaXXeHHO 3aurpanu nog ero
Wwkypow. Ctasi peaHynach CrefjoM, TeMHble CUIyaTbl 3aMenbkanu Ha (ooHe HOYHOro Heba.

— CBopa, cBopa! — rpemeno B ronoeax berywmx. — CBopa 6exuT!

Becb nec npuHagnexan um, rmaeBHblA MHCTUHKT 3amnosiHui BCe UX CyLecTBo: — Yousai!
Yousan! Youaii!

maga |



LWepcTb y OrHerpmBa nogHanack AbiboM. [lpoxa oT ApoCcTu, He BEPsi CBOUM rfnasam, OH
cmoTpen Ha ckany CoBeTa, rge cToan HOBbIN NpeaBoauTenb nnemeHn TeHen. [Nepexsatme ero
B3rnsaa, Korotb HAaCMELLNMBO Nokadast OrpoMHoNM rornoBon. XKenesHble MblLLbl NEHUBO
nepekaTtbiBanIMCb No4 ero CBEPKAatoLLEN LLKYPON, SHTapHbIE rrasa ropenu 3no6HbIM
TOPXXECTBOM.

— Korotb! — npowentan OrHerpus. 3aknsTbIv Bpar, KOTOPbIA CTONbKO pa3 nbitancsa youTs ero,
cTan ogHWM U3 CambIX MOTYLLECTBEHHbIX KOTOB B fnecy!

Bbicoko Hag YeTbipbmsa [lepeBbsiMn, B ganekom Hebe, nonHas fiyHa ocBeLana XonogHbiv
CBETOM NpeAcTaBUTENEN YeTbIpeX NecHbIX NrnemeH, codpaslwmnxcs Ha CoeeT. Bee 6binn
NnoTpsiCEHbl M3BECTMEM O cMepTu YepHon 3Be3abl, NpeasoamTens nneMeHn TeHemn, HO HUKTO
Aaxe nogymMaTb HEe MOT, YTO OCupOTeBLLEE NnemMs Bo3rnasuT Korotb, ObiBLUMIA rmawaTamn
po3oBoro nemeHu!

Croawwmin pagom ¢ OrHerpuBoM HYacTtokon Tak u NpunnsicbiBan OT BOCTOPra, rnasa ero Cusinu.
«MHTepecHo, 0 Yem OH AymaeT?» — npoHecrock B ronose y OrHerpusa. Korga po3oBoe
nnems otnpasuno Korrs B MarHaHne, BEPOSIOMHbLIN rrallartan npurnacun gpysen nocneosaTb
3a cobon. Torga YacTtokon oTkasancs. Heyxenu ceryac oH XaneeTt 0 CBOEM peLleHnn?

B Cﬂeﬂ,yPOLLlMVI Mur OFHerVIB 3aMeTuIl, 4YTO CKBO3b TOJMY K HEMY npo6|/|paeTc9| MecuaHas Bypﬂ

— B yem geno? — npowunena naneeas kowe4ka. — Korotb He MOXXeT BO3rnaBuTb Nnems
TeHen! OH npegatens n younual

Heckonbko MrHoBeHun OrHerpue konebancs. Easa BCcTynmB B [(p0O30BOE Miems, OH y3Harn o
TOM, 4TO KoroTb youn rnawwatas ApoxsocTta. 3aHAB MecTo rnawaTasi, Korotb noxenan cratb
npegsoauTeneMm, s JYero npueen B narepb 6angy 6poaaymx KOTos 1 nonbitTancsa youts CuHio
3Be3ny. OueBMAHO, YTO TaKOW NPECTYMHUK HE MMEET NpaBa BO3rMaBnsATb HX OQHO NIeCHOe
nnems!

— Ho Begb nnems TeHen He 3HAeT 006 3TOM! — NOHM3MB rofnoc, HanoMHuN oH NMecyaHon bype.
— O6 aTOM BOOOLLIE HUKTO He 3HaeT!

— 3HauuT, Tbl JomkeH UM pacckasaTb! OrHerpms nornagen Ha 3sesgHoro Jlyya n MeTteopa,
cTtoswwmx Ha ckane Coseta pagom ¢ Korrem. A 4To ecnv npegBoauTenn He 3axoTST BbICNyLWaTb
ero? Kpome T0ro, nocrne CTosnbKuUX UCMbITaHWI, BbiNaBLUMX Ha OO0 HECYACTHOrO NiieMeHn
TeHeln, nctopus Korrst Bpsg v Tam koro-Hnbyap ncnyraet! [ocne Toro, 4To OHWM BbIHECHN MOA4
BMNacTbiO XECTOKOro XBOCTOIOMA, MOCIE Y>XaCHON 6oNe3Hn, NoYTy ONyCcTOLUMBLLEN NemMs,
BOMHbI TeHen cornacaTcs 3akpbiTh rnasa Ha nobble NpecTynieHnsa npegsognTens, nuwb Obl
TOT nooGeLlan BepHyTb UM Obinyto cnaey U MOryLecTso!



Mommmo aToro, BbIno TyT 1 ewe ogHo obecTosTenscTBO. K cBOeMy cTbiay, OrHerpmMe He Mor He
ncNbITbiBaTb 06NErYeHns Npu MbiCnn o ToM, 4To Korotb yooBneTBOPMIT CBOIO Xaxay BnacTu 3a
cyeT nnemenn TeHen. OH ycTan oT NOCTOSAHHOIO OXMAaHWs yaapa v bonblue BCEro Ha ceeTe
XOTen BHOBb XOANUTb MO fiecy, He 605iICb BCTPETUTbL CMEPTb 3a KaxabIM KycToM. B TO xe Bpems
OH 3Har, YTO HUKOrga He npocTuT cebe, ecny NO3BONUT Npeaartento u ybunue monya npnbpartb
K nanam OrpoMHyto BnacTb.

— OrHerpus!
OH nosepHynca n ysuaen benbliwa, cBoero 6en0CHEXHOro ASIMHHOLLEPCTOro Opy>KeHocua.
Benbiw Toponnueo npoknaaeiBan cebe Aopory Yepes Tonny, pagom ¢ HAM CEMeHUna nogxapas

6ypas Kuctouka.

— OrHerpus! Heyxenu Tbl 6yaellb Monya CMOTPETb, Kak 3TOT KyCOK AepbMa cHoBa bepet
Bepx?!

— Ubiy! — paccepguncs OrHerpm. — Cenvac 9 He MOry HMYero ckasarhb!
— Ho TbI e 3Haelb, 4To OH caenarn!
— 3Hato, — npoueann OrHerpue. — Hago goxgatbca Hadana Coseta. A...

OH 3amonuan Ha nonycrose, yBuges, 4To KoroTb nogxoguT K kpato Beicokon Ckarnbl
obpalaeTcs K NpeaBoauTeNnsiM.

— 4 cyactnvB npucyTcTBOBaTh Ha 3ToM CoBeTe BMeCTe CO BCEMU BaMu! — CO CMOKOMHOM
BNacCTHOCTLIO B ronioce Hadan Korotb. — CerogHs s BnepBble obpallaloch K BaM Kak HOBbIW
npensoanTens nnemeHn TeHen. YepHasa 3Be3aa ymep ot 60ne3Hu, Kotopasa yHecna XusHu
MHOXECTBa €ro COnyiEMeHHUKOB. 3BE34HOE NeMs Ha3Baro MeHs ero NPeEeMHNKOM 1 Jarno MHe
HoBoe umsa. OTHbIHe 9 — 3Be3gouan!

YepHo-6enbini 3Be3aHbin Jlyd, npeasoguTens nnemeHn BeTpa, nepBbiM NOBEPHYNCS K HEMY: —
[o6po noxanoeaTb, 3Be3gouarn, — NoOYTUTENbHO NOKMOHMACA OH. — [la npebyaet ¢ Tobon
3Be3gHoe nnemsi.

Cnegom 3a HUM HOBOIO npegsoaunTena no3gpaBuil MeTeop.

— Bnarogapto Bac, — oteeTun 3se3gouan. — Kak H1 nevaneH noeog, NPUBEALLMIA MEHS Ha 3Ty
ckany, ans MeHs 6onbluasi 4eCcTb CTOATb PSAAOM C BaMMU.

— MNopoxante! — nepebun ero 3se3gHbin Jlyd. — Hac gomkHo obiTb YetBepo! — OH
NMOCMOTpPEN Ha TOnny KOTOB, CrPYAMBLUMXCSA BOKPYr ckanbl CoBeta. — [Ae npegsoauTenbHuLa



[po30BOro NriEMeHn?
— Nan!

OrHerpvB No4yBCTBOBAr, Kak KTO-TO NOATOMKHYN ero c3aau, U, 06epHyBLUUCH, yBUAEN
nogowepwero bypana.

— Tbl He 3a0bIn, YTO NpeacTaBnseLwb 3aecb CuHiow 3Be3gy?

OrHerpvB Mosya KMBHYI, OT BOFTHEHUS! OH HE MOT BbIMOJSIBUTb HU CroBa. HanpyXMHWB MbILLLbI,
OH OHMM MPbIKKOM B3reTen Ha BepLunHy ckanbl CoBeTa, rae yxe CTosnmn Tpoe
npeasoautenei. B nepBoe MrHOBEHUE Y HETO Jaxe AyX 3axXBaTUIO OT OTKPbIBLLErOCs CBEPXY
3penvuwia. Emy nokasanocb, 6yATo OH NapuT Haz NOLUMHON U CBbICOKA CNEAUT 3a UrpoK cBeTa U
TEHW Ha KOLLAYbUX CMMHAX, 0bnenmBLUMX NogHOXMUE cKkarbl. JIYHHbIN CBET, NpOcaYnBasicb CKBO3b
BETBM YETbIpex Mory4mx ay6oB, pacuBeTun NofsiHy TAaMHCTBEHHBbIM NATHUCTLIM Y30POM, U
OrHerpumB HEBOMbHO MOEXUIICS, YBUAEB TOT )€ CBET B AECATKAX KOLIAYbWX a3, yCTPEMIIEHHbIX
Ha ckany.

— OrHerpus! — BbIBen ero u3 oueneHeHns CypoBbln ronoc 3ese3aHoro Jlyda. — lMNovemy Thl
3gecb? Heyxenn 4to-To cnyumnochb ¢ CuHen 3sesgon?

OI'HeI'pVIB NOYTUTENbHO MOKNOHUNCA npeaBoanuTento niemMeHmn BeTpa n OTBETUI:

— Bo Bpemsi noxapa Hawa npeasoguTenbHMLA Harnotanach AbiMa U noka He YyBCTBYET B cebe
AOCTaTOYHO cun Ans ganbHero nyTtewecTtsnsi. Ho oHa yxe nonpaenseTca! — Toponnmeo
nobasun oH. — Cnaea 3Be3gHOMY nnieMeHun, Bce obolunock 6naronony4yHo!

3Be3gHbin J1yy knBHyn, a Meteop BopynnBo dbIPKHYNM:

— MoxXeT ObITb, Ha4HeM, HakoHeL,? Ckopo nyHa nobnegHeet! U, He goxungasnck oTeeTa,
CBETNO-cepbii MeTeop rpoMKo B3BbIS1, aBasi curHan kK Hadany Coseta. [loxgaBLumnch, noka
CTMXHET POnoT Nnop, CKanow, OH Havan:

— lMpuBeTCTBYIO BaC, KOTbl BCEX NECHbIX NrieMeH! OToM HOYbIO Mbl MPUBETCTBYEM HOBOIO
npensoanTtens. Ero uma — 3Besgouan! — B3MaxoM XBOCTa OH yKa3ar Ha CTOSIBLUEro psiioM C
HUM rpOMagHoOro BoMHa. — Tbl FOTOB rOBOPUTL, 3Be3gouan?

BbiBLwNIM rmawatan po3oBoro nnemeHn nobnarogapun ero BEXIMBbIM KMBKOM W BbiLLen
Brepes.

— Bonewn 3Be3gHoro nnemeHn g okasancs 3gecb, nepeg Bamu! YepHasa 3Besga — xpabpbin
BOVIH, HO OH Oblif CriMLIKOM cTap, 4Tobbl CNpaBUTLCS CO CMEPTESNbHBbIM Hedyrom. [Maluartan
UepHon 3Be3abl, [0NoBHA, ymep BMeCcTe CO CBOUM npeasoauTenem.



Mpwn atnx cnosax y OrHerpmea xonogok npobexxan no cnvHe. Kaxabin KOTEHOK B NeCy 3Han, 4Yto
HOBbIM NpeaBoauTenbs, oTnpasnsasack K MatepuHckomy cToky, nony4aeT oT 3Be34HOro nremMeHu
aap 0eBdatn xusHen. YepHasa 3sesga Bo3rnasu CBoe nnemMsi coBcem HegaBHo. Korga ke oH
ycnern notpaTuTb BCE CBOU AEBSATb Xn3Hen? Heyxenu 6onesHb, CBUPENCTBOBaBLUASA B NIIEMEHN
TeHel, Obina CTOMb yXKacHa, YTo OTHsSMA UX BCe, OOHY 3a APYron?!

Onyctue ronosy, OrHerpmes nocmoTpen Ha Hacmopka, uenutens ninemenun TeHen. ToT cugen,
cropbmBLUNCH, HU3KO OMYCTMB rOroBY, CITOBHO CIOMMEHHbIN 6onbto. Henerko emy! — ¢
couyBcTBMeM nogyman OrHerpumB. Y»KacHO CO3HaBaTb, YTO BCE TBOE MCKYCCTBO OKa3arnochb
OeccunbHbIM CnacTh Xn3Hb npeasoanTens!

— B Taxenbii yac 3Be3gHble Npeakyu HanpaBunm MeHs B nrems TeHen! — npogornkan
3Be3gouan. — HemHorne KoTbl nepexunm y>kacHyto 6o5nesHb. HekomMy ctano oxXoTuTbesa Ans
KOpOrneB 1 CTapenlmH, HeKOMy ObINo 3almLLaTb CBOE OCMPOTEBLLEE NIIEMS U HEKOMY
BO3rnaBuTb ero. N Torga 3eBe3gHoe nnems nogano 3Hak Hacmopky. 3Be3gHble BOUTENM
npeapeknu nogerneHMe HOBOro Benukoro npeasoautend. KnaHycb HalwinMmm 3Be3aHbIMA
npegkamu, 3TMM NpeaBoauTeneM cTaHy s!

Kpaem rnasa OrHerpve 3ameTus, 4To HacMopk HeyBepeHHO NepecTynun ¢ nanbl Ha nany u ewle
rnyGxe BTAHyN ronosy B nnevn. CTpaHHO, HO YNOMMHaHWE O Npea3HaMeHOBaHMM NOYEMY-TO
BOBCe He 06pagoBano ero.

OrHerpuvB B34porHyn. TonbKoO Tenepb OH MOHAS, HACKOMbKO CNoXHee cTana ero 3agada. Ecnu
uenuTento 6bin NocnaH 3Hak, 3Ha4uT, camo 3Be3aHoe nnems n3bpano 3sesgouana
npegsoauTenem nnemenn TeHen. Hn Oruerpus, HK KTO-NMOO Apyron He nmMenu npaea
ocrnapuBaTbh CBSILLIEHHYHO BOMto npeakoB. Kak e Tenepb, He 6pocas BbidoBa 3Be34HOMY
nnemeHun, oTkpbITb CoBETY rMasa Ha npecTtynneHus boiswero Korra?!

— K cyacTblo, Ha TOT MOMEHT npu MHe ObIST0 HECKOSBbKO KOTOB, M BCE OHM COrMnacunmcb
cnenoBaTb 3a MHOW U OXOTUTLCA A9 HOBOMO MNIEMEHW.

OrHerpvB npekpacHoO NoHMMarn, 0 Kakmx koTax rooput 3eesaouan! Peub wna o 6ange 6poasr,
KOTOpblE COBCEM HeAaBHO Hananu Ha narepb po3oBoro nnemenn! OguH 13 3TMx pasbonHNKOB
cvaen cendac npsAMo NoA cKanow, YUHHO 06BUB XBOCTOM nanbl. OrHerpuBs OTANYHO NMOMHWI
3TOro OrPOMHOIO pbiKero KoTa. B nocrneaHun pas oH B1aesn ero Bo BpeMsa HanageHnsa Ha cBou
narepb, Korga ToT cpaxarncs ¢ YepHoOypkow, nperpaxaasLuen 6aHanuTam Bxog B AETCKYHO
lpo3oBoro nnemeHn. Camoe CMeLLHOoe, YTO HEKOTOPbIE N3 3TUX Pa3boONHUKOB AENCTBUTENBHO
npuvHagnexanu Kk nnemexu TeHewn! B cBoe BpeMsi OHU Gbinv BEPHbIMY NPUCTIELLHUKAMMU
KpoBaBoro XBoCTofioma v pasgenunn ero narHaHue nocrne Toro, kak (po3oBble KOTbl NOMON
BOMHaM TeHen ogoneTb TUpaHa.

Moka OrHerpme pasMbILNSAn, CTOMT NN YTO-HUOYAb rOBOPUTb, CIOBO B35n 3Be3aHbIN Jlyy.



— lMpucnewHrkn XBocTornoma Bbinin XXeCToKM U KpOBOXaAHbI, Kak 1 OH caM. Kakoe npaBo Thbl
nmen NpmMBoAnTb NX 06paTHO B nnemst TeHen?

OrHerpvB npekpacHO NoHMMan onaceHnsa npeaBoauTensi, BeAb UMEHHO BOMHbI XBOCTONOMa
ogHaxabl nsrHanu nnemsa Betpa n3 pogHbIX 3eMenb 1 eaBa He YHUYTOXUNK ero. IHTepecHo,
4yTO AymatoT 06 aTOM B camom nnemenn TeHen? Kak HM KpyTu, BOMHbI TeHel Gonblue Bcex
nocTpaganu OT XeCTOKOro npasrneHus XBOCTONOMa, HeYXenu Tenepb OHU rOTOBbI MPOCTUTb
NPECTYMNHUKOB M NPUHATb X 06paTtHO?! — BouHbl XBOCTONOMa NOAYUNHANMUCH CBOEMY
npeaBoANTEND, — CMOKOMHO oTBeTUN 3Be3gouan. — KTo ua Bac noctynun 6bl nHaye? Cnoeo
npeaBoanTens — 3akoH, — Mpu 3TUX crnoeax 3Besaouan 6bICTPO M XULWHO 06nM3Hyncs. — 3Tu
KOTbl ObIfM BEPHbI XBOCTOMNOMY. Tenepb OHU ByayT BEpHblI MHE, U YepHOonAT, GbIBLLMI rnawartan
XBocToOnoma, OTHbIHE ByaeT MOMM rnallataem.

B rnasax 3Be3gHoro Jlyya ACHO YnTanocb COMHEHWe, HO 3Be3aoLan yBepeHHO Bblaepxan ero
B3rnsaa.

— 3Be3gHbIn Jlyy, Tbl NpaB B CBOEN HEHABUCTU K XBOCTONoMy. Hencumcnmmo 3no, Kotopoe oH
NPUYUHWUA TBOEMY NrieMeHn. Ho BCNoMHK, pa3se 3To A Aan pa3bonHuKy npuioT n yoexuile B
po3oBoM nnemeHn? Tbl 3Haelb, 4 C CaMOro Havana BbICTynan NnpoTUB 3TOrO PeLUeHUs!, HO
korga CuHasa 3Be3ga HacToana Ha NnpegocTaBneHun yoexuia npecTynHuKy, BEpHOCTb
npeaBoanTenbHULE 3acTaBuia MeHs NOAYNHUTBLCS.

Moagymas, 3Be3aHbi Jlyd MeaneHHo KMBHYI rOfI0BOM.
— OT0 nNpaBaa, — Npu3Han OH.

— 4 npowly oka3aTb MHE AOBEpME M AaTb MOMM BOMHaM BO3MOXHOCTb BHOBb J0OKa3aTb CBOIO
npegaHHOCTb BOMHCKOMY JONTy U nnemeHn TeHen. A knsaHycb caenartb Bce, YTOObl nnems
TeHel cTano 30opoBbIM 1 CUIbHBIM, KakuMm Obino paHblle. M ga nomoxet mHe 3Be3gHoe
nnemMsi! — Top>KeCTBEHHO BOCKNUKHYN 3Be3gouan.

OrHerpuB 3akonebancs. Bo3amMoXxHO, YTo Tenepb, YTONUB CBOKO Xaxay Bnactui, 3sesgouan u
BNPsiMb CTaHET BeNUKMM npeasoautenem? TorbKo YTO OH NOMPOCUN NPeaoCTaBnUTb NOCHEeaHUN
LLIAHC NPecTyrnHUKaM, HO pa3Be 3Ty NPocbOy Henb3s OTHECTM U K HemMy camomMy? OrHerpvs
O4YeHb XOTen NoBepuTb B 40Opble HaMepeHus 3Be3aoLana, XoTs Kaxaas LWepcTuHKa Ha ero
LUKYpe TaK 1 apoxarna oT TPEBOru 1 cTpaxa.

"MycTb 3Be3gouan genaert, 4to xo4et! [MaBHoe, 4TOObI OH HaBceraa 3abbin 0 BNacTy Hag,
[po3oBbIM NnemeHem! "

OrHerpuB Tak rny6boKo yLIen B CBOM MbICIN, YTO Aaxe He 3aMeTun, kak 3Be3foLan 3akoHYuI
CBOI peyYb U OTCTYNWI Hasap.



— OrHerpu! — oknnKHyn 3Be3gHbIn Jlyd. — Tbl xo4ueLlb YTo-HMbYOb ckasaTb? OrHerpus
TOPONAMBO CrNOTHYM M BbICTYNWUN BNepea, YyBCTBYs NOA nanaMmu TBEPAY Npoxnagy ckanbl.
lMocmoTpeB BHW3, OH yBUAES, YTO [pO30BbIe KOTbl CMOTPSAT Ha HEro ¢ Hagexaown, a NecyaHas
Byps — ¢ BocxuweHnem.

MproboapueLunce, OrHerpus Havan cBoto pedb. OH He cobuparncsi ckpbiBaTb, YTO farepb
po30BOro NNemMeHn CUbHO NOCTpazan OT OrHsl, HO XOTen AaTh NOHSATb, YTO [PO30BbIE KOThI
NO-NPEXHEMY CUIbHbI U MPENCTONHEHbI MY)XeCTBa.

OH 3ameTnn, 4YTo ¢ 0CcObbIM BHUMaHMeM cnyLana ero OuenoTka, rnawartas Pe4Horo nnemeHm.
Msas, Kak oHa 3aAyMYMBO LLYYPUT CBOM 3eneHble rnasvin, OrHerpmB NoHsM, YTO NATHUCTas
KOLLIKa TLaTernbHO B3BELUMBAET KaXKa0e ero Croso.

— Heckonbko gHen Ha3ag, — rosopun OrHerpms, — Bo3ne [peBorpbida Havancsa noxap,
KOTOPLIN NEPEKNHYINCS Ha HawW narepb. B orHe normbnu geoe Hawmx ctapenwmnH — Kpuynsa n
JlockyT. [po30BOE NNemsa CKOPOMUT O HUX N YTUT NX NaMsATb. OCOBEHHO CKOPOUM Mbl O HaLLen
uenutenbHuue Lep6aton. OHa BepHynack B narepb, 4Tobbl cnactu Kpmusynto, — OrHerpms
CKITOHWUI rofnoBy, BHE3anHo ocnabeB OT HaxXmbIHYBLUMX BOCNOMUHaHMIA. — [locne noxapa s
BEpPHYICa B narepb... Hawen LepbaTyto B ee nanaTke 1 NpucyTCTBOBas Npy €€ KOHYMHE.

[opecTHble BO3rnachkl NOCAbIWANMCh U3 Tonnbl, 06¢cTynmBLien ckany. Cmeptb LLlepbaTton
noTpscna He ToNbko BOMHOB [po3oBoro nnemexn. OrHerpms Buaen, kak Hacmopk, pesko
BbINPSIMMBLUKCB, FPYCTHO CMOTPUT NpsiMO nepe cobon. Korga-to gaBHoO, ewe A0 Toro, Kak
)KECTOKUIN XBOCTONOM M3rHan uenuTenbHuLy n3 nnemeHn TeHen, n oHa Haluna npuioT y
Ipo3oBLIX kKOTOB, LLlepbaTtas Gbina HacTaBHULEN Hacmopka n ydnna ero oCHoBam JIEKapCcKoro
NCKyCCTBa.

— Hawen HoBon uenuTtenbHuuen ctana MNenenuvua, yyeHnua Lep6aton, KOTopyto Mbl Bce
3Banu lNenentowkon! — rpomko 06bABMn OrHerpus. — CuHAA 3Be3aa Bee elle cnaba nocne
OTpaBrneHnsa AbIMOM, HO CKOPO nonpasuTcs. Bce Halwm KoTaTa 340poBbl M HeBpeauMbl. Mbl
3aHOBO OTCTPOMIM CBOW Nnarepb. — OrHerpms HX CITOBOM HE 0BOMONBUICS O TOM, YTO
BbIrOpPEBLUWIA Nlec ONycTen v Nnems XUBeT BNporonoab. He ckasan OH 1 0 TOM, YTO, HECMOTPS
Ha BCe YCWUnus, CTeHbl nareps 40 CUX NOp He JOCTPOeHbI U nNnemsa 6e33almMTHO nepes yrpo3on
HanageHus. — Mbl OT Bcero cepaua bnarogapym PeyHoe nnems, — ckasan OH, NOYTUTENbHO
CKroHsada ronosy neped Meteopom. — Korga oroHb oxBatusn Hal narepb, PeyHble KOTbl TOMOrnu
Ham nepennbiTb Ha Apyron 6eper 1 npegocTaBMIM NPUIOT B CBOEM farepe.

be3 HMX Mbl norepann Obl ropasgo ©onbLlie BOMHOB!
Moka MeTeop BEXITMBO pacCKraHMBaricd B OTBET, OFHerVIB He yaepxanca n cHoBa praﬂ,KOVI

norndaagen Ha OLl,eJ'IOTKy. Mawatas Pe4yHoro nnemeHun otsetuna emMy gonrmm npuctarbHbiM
B3rn4a40Mm.



OrHerpuB nepesen gbixaHune n obpatuncs Kk 3sesgouany.

— [po3oBoe nnemsi npuaHaeT Tebs npegsoanTenem nnemeHn TeHen! — npoBo3rnacus oH. —
YKues B necy, 6pogsayuve KoTbl NpeacTaBnsany yrpo3dy Ansi Bcex Yetbipex nnemeH. Mbl pagpl, 4To
OHU, HakoHel, obpenu cobCTBEHHOE NieMs U OTHbIHEe ByAyT CBA3aHbl BOMHCKUM 3aKOHOM U
rpaHuuamu ceoen Tepputopun. — OH 3aMeTun yamereHue, NnpoMernbkHyBLLee B rrasax
3ses3gouana, n Teepao gobasun: — Ho Mbl, Kak 1 paHbLUe, He MOTEPNUM HUKAKOro BTOPXKEHUS
Ha TeppuTopuio MPO30BOro nNnemMeHu. HecmoTps Ha noxap, y Hac No-NpexXHeMy XBaTUT CuUI
AaTb AOCTOVHbIN OTNop Ntobomy, KTO NOCMeeT NepecTynuTb Hawy rpaHuuy. Mbl He 6ommcs
nnemeHu TeHen.

CHun3y nocnbiwancsa 4en-To o aNHOKUIM ogobpuTenbHbIA Bo3rnac. 3sesaouan ene 3ameTHo
KMBHYN 1 NPOPOKOTar, Tak TUXO0, YTO €ro yCnbllanu TofbKo NpeaBOANTENU, CTOSLWME Ha cKkane
CoBerta:

— Xpabpeble crioBa, OrHerpus. He 6ecnokoiicsi, Bam He4vero onacaTtbcs nrnemeHn TeHen.

BonbLue Bcero Ha cseTe OrHerpmBy xoTenocb eMy noseputb! OH CKNOHWUI ronoBy W OTCTYNUI
Ha3ag, YyBCTBYS, KaK ONyCKaeTCsl B3bePOLUEHHad WepPCTb Ha 3arpueke. Ero ouepeab npowna, u
Tenepb OH MOT CMOKOWHO cnyLwath, kak MeTeop 1 3Be3aHblin Jyd AoKnaabiBaloT O TOM, YTO
Npon3oLLO B UX NNeMeHax 3a nocnegHee spems. NpeasoamTen roBOpusn O HOBbIX
OpYy)XeHocLax, Ha3blBann MMeHa KOTOB, TOMbKO YTO MOCBSLLEHHbIX B BOMHbI, cOobLanu o
[BYyHOrMxX, pacnonoXxmBLUNXCS MO beperam peku. ..

Korga CoBeT 3akoHuuncs, OrHerpmBe CnpbIrHyn cO ckarnbl U MPUCOEANHUIICS K CBOMM BOMHAM,
CTPYAVBLUMMCS Y €€ NMOAHOXMS.

— Tbl xopowo rosopun! — noxesanun bypaH. Mmasa MNecyaHon Bypu cBepkanu, Kak 3sesabl, He
roBOpsi HM Cri0Ba, OHa NpwXanach LWeKou K weke OrHerpmea 1 TUXOHBKO 3amyprblkana.

OrHerpuvs TOPOMMMBO NIN3HYN €€ B LUEHD.

— MNopa natn! — ckasan oH. — lNonpolanteck ¢ gpy3bamu. Ecnun kTo-HMOyab cnpocur,
rosopuTe, YTO B [PO30BOM nyieMeHn Bce naeT OTNINYHO!

Bcsa nonsiHa npywina B ABWXKEHWE, KOraa YeTbipe NECHbIX MeMeHn cTanu cobuparbcs B
06paTHbIV NyTb. OrHerpmB ornaaencs, uiia rnasaMm octanbHbIX CBOMX BOMHOB. BHesanHo oH
3ameTun GeryLyo emy HaBcTpedy cepebpucTo-cepyto urypky.

— 3ppascTByi, HeBnanmka! — obpagosancs oH. — Kak aena? Kak noxvsaet Kpytobok?
YT10-TO 4 ero cerogHa He Buaen!



KpyTo6ok 6bin nyywmm gpyrom OrHerpusa. Korga-To oHM npuHagnexanu K oqHOMY NieMeHu,
BMeCTe TPeHMpPOBan1cb, BMECTe roTOBUMCH M cTanu BomHamu. Ho notom Kpyto6ok Bntobuncs
B toHYyt0 CepebpsiHky n3 PeyHoro nnemenn. Korga CepebpsiHka ymepna, ocTaBuB ABYX
HOBOPOXAEHHbIX KOTAT, KpyTOGOK 6bin BbIHYXAEH NOKUHYTb COGCTBEHHOE NNEeMs U YITK K
PeyHbIM KoTaMm, Bcrieq 3a cBouMuy aetbMu. C Tex nop NpoLuno Hemarno Bpemeru, Ho OrHerpus
[0 CUX MOp TOCKOBAs MO CBOEMY APYTY.

— KpyTo6ok cerogHs He npulen, — OTBETUNA Koponesa, akkypaTHO 06epHYB XBOCTUKOM
nanku. — OuernoTka ero He nyctuna. OHa oYeHb paccepamnach Ha Hero 3a To, Kak OH Ben cebs
BO BpeMs noxapa. [oBopuT, YTO B rryOGuHE AyLUM OH A0 CUMX NOP XPaHWUT BEPHOCTb PO30BOMY
nnemMeHu.

YecTHO ckasaTb, rmawarasa 6bina coepLueHHo npaa! KpyTobok He NpOCTO XpaHun BEPHOCTb
po3oBoMy nnieMeHun, oH gaxke nonpocun y CrnHen 3Be3abl paspeLleHnst BEpHYTbCS 06paTHO, HO
nony4mn peskum oTkas.

— Kak oH? — cnpocun OrHerpus HeBnanmky.

— Xopowo! — ynbibHynack oHa. — KOTATKM ero pacTyT He no AHsAM, a no yacam! OH npocun
pasy3HaTb, KakK y Bac xu3Hb. Onpaeunuck nocne noxapa? losopsaTt, CuHss 3B8e3ga cepbesHo
6onbHa?

— Her, oHa ckopo nonpasuTca! — Kak MOXHO yBepeHHee oteeTun OrHerpuB. CuHas 3Be3na
AencTBuTenbHO ObICTPO onpaBuiach Nocne oTpaBreHns bIMOM, BOT TOMbKO pa3yM ee elle
Gonble nomyTuncs. Nocne noxapa oHa OKOHYaTeNbHO NoTepsina Bepy — B cebs1, B BEPHOCTb
cobCTBEHHBIX BOMHOB U JaXe B CNpaBeaiMBoCcTb 3Be34HOr0 nnemeHu. MNpeaarenscreo
ObIBLUErO rnaliaTasi HAaCTONbKO NOTPACNO NpeaBoanTenbHULy, 4To OrHerpus 6osancs gaxe
AyMaTb O TOM, Kak OHa BOCMPUMET U3BECTME O €0 HOBOM BO3BbILLEHWM.

— A paga, uto CuHsst 3Be3ga nonpasnsieTcs! — BbiBena ero U3 3agymyunBocTn Heemanmka.
OrHerpme CMyLLEHHO NOLLEBENUIT YLLIAMW.

— Kak uyBcTtByeT cebsa MeTeop? — cnpocun oH, TOponsicb NnepeMeHnTb Temy. B nocnegHui pas
OH BMaen npeasoautens Pe4Horo nnemexu, Koraa ToT NO3BOMUIT UM YKPbITLCS OT OFHA B CBOEM
narepe, n yxe torga MeTteop nokasancs emy crnabbiM n HagnomneHHbIM. CerogHs xe, pSaoM ¢
Mory4mm 3Besgouanom, NnpeaBoauTenb Bbirmagen HacToswmM cTapukomM. B nocnegHee Bpems
Ha gonto MeTeopa Bbinano Hemano TSXKUX ucnbiTaHun. CHavyana naBogok 3actaBun PevHbix
KOTOB MOKMHYTb 3aTONSIEHHBIN Narepb, 3atem [ByHOrMe oTpaBunun peky n pasorHanu amdb. Ho
camblil TSKenbl yaap HaHecrna MeTteopy rmbenb poaHon goyvepu, CepebpsaHku.

— XopoLwo, — otBeTUna Heenanmka. — OH CRMLLIKOM MHOIO NEPEXMIT, HO Tenepb BCe No3aau.



YecTHo ckasaTb, 51 ropasao Gonblie TpeBoXych 0 Jlyxuue, — Haxmypunacb oHa. — Ecnu 6bl
Tbl BUAen, OrHerpus, Kak cunNbHO oHa nocTtapena! botock, Halla mama CKopo NPUCOEAMHUTCS K
3Be3aHbIM npeakam!

OrHerpmBy O4eHb XOTENOChb YTELNTb ee, HO OH Bosincs, YTo HeBnamMmKa He NOTepnUT Nacku ot
npeacTaBuTens BpaxxaebHoro nnemMeHu.

KameHb ¢ HeBngumkon 1 He goragbiBanumcb 0 TOM, Y4TO cTapas Jlyxuua He 6bina nx HacTosiLEen
MaTepsbto. Korga-to gaBHo XKenyap, rmawwatan PedHbIx KOTOB, NPUHEC B CBOE NNeMs ABYX
KpOLLEYHbIX KOTAT U nonpocun Jly>xuuy BeIKOPMUTL U BbIpacTUTb Manbiwen. [Jaxe cama
Jlyxuua He 3Hana, 4YTo HacTosILEeN maTepbto ee npuemMbliwen bbina CuHssa 3Bes3aa,
npegsoauTenbHuua MPo3oBOro NIIEMeHN.

OrHerpumB HENOBKO BbIpa3usi CBOM CoYyBCTBUSA HeBnanmke n pacnpowancd. Ecnv 6bl OH TonNbko
MOr 3HaTb, CKONbkuMM 6eaamm rpo3nt oboum nnemeHam TanHa CuHen 3ee3abi!

Mmaga Il

Hebo yxxe Hauyano GnegHeTb nepe paccBeTom, korga OrHerpue co CBOMMM BOMHaMK BEPHYICA
B narepb [(po3oBoro nnemeHun. 3a Bpems, npoLueaLlee nocrne noxapa, oH ycnen npuBblKHYTb K
nenenuuyy, Ho, B306paBLUNChL Ha BEPLUNHY XONMa, HEBOIbHO COOPOrHYICS, yBMAEB Lapsiliee
BHM3Y ONyCTOLIEHNe. 3apocnu NanopoTHMKA U CTEHA yTECHMKA Bbiropenu gotna. fonas nonsHa
6e33awmnTHO YepHena B o6pamneHnn obyrneHHbIX BETBEN. TO TyT, TO TaM Mexay ropenbiMu
NNeTAMU CUPOTIMBO BUAHENNCH CBEXME BETKM, KOTOPbIMU KOTbI MO MEpe CUI NbITanucb
nognepeTb Xarnkyt orpagy.

— Bbyaet nu 3gechk Korga-HMBbyAb No-nNpexHemy? — ene CrbIWHO MpoLlenTana 3a ero nine4yom
MNecyaHas Byps.

OrHerpuB yctano cropbuncsa. CTpalHo gaxe NpeacTaBUTb, CKONbKO BPEMEHW U CUN NpuaeTcs
noTpaTuTb, NPexae Yem narepb NPUMET NPEXHNn Bua!

— KoHeuHo, bygeTt! — ¢ HanyckHon 604pOCTb0 OTBETUIT OH. — Ham He BNepBoOK nepexusartb
TsKenble BpemeHa. Boictonm! — lNepen Tem, Kak NOBECTM OTPSIA BHU3, OH NOTEPCS LWeKon 0 6ok
lMecuyaHon bypu 1 cnagko 3aXMypuncs, yCrbllaB ee JOBOSIbHOE MYpIiblKaHbe.



B narepe nx BCTPETUMO yKe NpMBbIYHOE pasopeHmne. KycT, cnyXuBLIniA BOMHaM NeLLepon,
yLenen B OrHe, HO NOTHbIV NOMOT U3 NMCTLEB U MONoAbIX BETBEW Bbiropen gotna. OrHerpus
NOEXMIICS, BCMOMHMB, CKONbKO BPEMEHM YLUMO Ha TO, YTOObI KOe-Kak 3anataTb /10301 OrpOMHbIe
NPOCBETHI MEXAY PeAKnUMU, 0ByrneHHbIMU BETBAMM.

Bb6exar B narepb, OrHerpme cpasy yBngen cBoux 4o30opHbIX. Bypbii cBepHyncsa nepea
nanaTkown BOMHOB, [JONroXBOCT CMAEN Ha CTpaxe y BXoAa B AETCKYH0, a [lbim 6eCnokonHO

pacxaxusan nepes XUnuLemM cTapenLlyH.

Yenbiwae npubnuxkatowmimnca TonoT, bypbii nOCNeLwHO BCKOYMI N OLLETUHUIICS, HO TYT Xe
onycTun wepcTb, yeuaes OrHerpusa 1 octasnbHbIX BOMHOB.

— A, 370 Bbl! — (pbIpKHYN OH, 1 OrHErpmB ICHO ycrbilwar B ero rorioce nnoxo CKpbIToe
obneryeHne. — Mbl BClo HOYb oxmnaanu HanageHus Korrsa!

— O6 aToM MOXHO BonbLue He BbecnokonTbes! — obpagoean ero OrHerpus. — Cenyac KoroTb
CMMLLKOM 3aHAT, 4Tobbl BCNoMuHaTh 0 Hac. OH — cTan npegsoanTenem nnemeHn TeHen mn
OTHbIHe 30BeTcs 3Be3gouanom!

BypbIn Tak 1 cen nepea NanaTkomn.

— Benukoe 3Be3gHoe nnems! — npowlenTtan OH. — YiaM CBOUM He Bepto!

— Yto Tl ckazan?! — pasgarncs ronoc 3a cnuHon OrHerpuea n, 06epHyBLUMCH, OH YBUAEN
HecyLlerocs K Hemy [JonroxBocta. — A He ocnbiwanca?

— Het, — otBetun OrHerpue. — KoroTb ctan 3Be3gouanom 1 Bo3rnaeun nnemsa TeHen.

— W oHu ero npusHann?! — HegoBep4umBo crnpocun JonroxsocT. — OHM YTO, cNnATUNN?!

— Bosce HeT! — otBeTmn nogoweawmnii BypaH. OH NOTAHYNCA, LapanHyB 060XKEHHYHO 3eMITHO
KOITSIMK, U C yCTanbiM B340XOM OMYCTUICS Ha 3agHMe nanbl. Ero 6enocHexHasi wepcTb nocne
nyTeLecTBMs Yepes Nec BCA NoYepHena OT rpsidan 1 Konotu. — Tbl XXe 3Haelwb, 6onesHb easa
He yHuuTOXMNa nnemsi TeHen. OHM Tak TOCKOBanNu NocuUrbHOMY BOXAH0, YTO 3Be3gouarn,

OOJTXHO ObITb, KaXXeTCA UM nogapkom oT 3Be3aHoro nnemeHu!

— Bo3MOXHO, Tak OHO 1 ecTb, — C HeoxoTon npuaHan OrHerpuB. — 1o KpanHen mepe,
3Be3gHoe nnemMsi nocnaso MM 3HaK O CKOPOM MOSABIIEHMM MOTy4ero BoOXas.

— Ho 3Be3gouan npegartens! — 3ananb4mMBo KpukHyn bypbin.

— MNnemsa TeHen He 3HaeT 06 3TOM, — HanoMHuUN OrHerpme.



Tem BpemMeHeM K HUM CTanun NoATarMBaTbCd ocTanbHble KOTbl. V3 newepbl opy>keHocLeB
Bbickounnn beicTponan ¢ BecHaHkon, [biM npmBen TpOCTUMHKY, y4yeHuly YacTtokona, n3 4eTcKkom
BbICYHymna no6onbITHY0 MOpAOYKY FOpHOCTanKa.

Bce crpyaunnncb BOKPYr OFHerVIBa, n emMy npunocb NOBbICUTL FOJoC, YTOObI NNEMsi MOITO ero
chnbilWatb.

— CnywanTe Bce! — 06bsiBMN OH. — Bbl 4OMKHbBI y3HATL NocrnegHne HoBocTu. BypaH cenvac
paccKaXeT Bam O TOM, 4To npousowwsio Ha CoBeTe! — ckasan oH. «A s nonay goknagpisatb 060
BceM CuHen 3Besge!» — ¢ Tockon nogyman oH. — [locne aToro yTpeHHUn naTpynb
HemeaneHHo BbICTynaeT Ha obxop Tepputopun! — OrHerpme 3amsancs, ornsiabiBas
cobpasLumxcs. Bce BOMHbI Banunnch € HOr OT YCTanocTn, Te, KTo He xoaun Ha CoBeT, npoBenu
GECCOHHYI0 HOYb, OXpaHsAs narepb.

I'Ipe>|<,u,e 4YeM OH ycnern NpuHATb peleHne, srnepe BbiCTynun ,D,bIM.

— Mebi ¢ Yronbkom nongem! — o6baBmn oH. OrHerpme ¢ 6GnarogapHOCTbIO KMBHYM. Bypbi [biM
Bcerga Hegontobnuean OrHerpusa, HO OH OblfT BEpHLIM BOMHOM [(PO30BOroO NiieMeHU U, B KOHLE
KOHLOB, NMp13Han aBTOpPUTET HOBOIO rnallartasi.

— W a ¢ Humu! — BbI3Banackb Kucrtouka.
— W a! — kpukHyn BenbiLw.

OrHerpuvB He CMOT caepXaTb JOBOMbHOMO ypyaHusi. OH Gbin CHACTNMB, YTO CbiH €r0 CECTPbI, HE
Xanes cun, TpyauTca Ha 6naro Mpo3oBoro nremeHu. MNoxoxe, nocrne CBoero 0CBo6oXaeHNs U3
3aTodeHus y [IByHOrmx, Marnblil NepeMeHU CBOe OTHOLLEHNE K BOMHCKOMY OOMry.

— WNtak, ObiM, Yronek, Kuctouka n benbiw! — npososrnacun OrHerpus. — OcTarnbHble —
cnatb! [IHeM Ham eLLe NpeacTonT nocnaTtb B f1eC OXOTHUKOB!

— A Tbl yTO Bygelwb genatb? — HEAOBOSbHO cnpocui YacTtokon.
— A nongy k CuHen 3Be3ge, — BolgaBun OrHerpums.

MpenBoauTenbHULA Xuna B ManeHbKon newlepke y NogHoXusa ckanel. MNMonor u3 nuwanHuKos,
nperpaxxgasLUM BXOA B ee Xunuile, nornd Bo BpeMs noxapa, u ee yoexuiie 6bino tenepb Ha
Bugy. Korga OrHerpme nogoLlen K BXo4y, 13 rnyOuHbl neLepbl BbICKOYMa LenntenbHuua
nnemeHu, Nenenuua, u yctano NoTsHynack, BeIrHyB CMHKY. [locne noxapa Ha Hee
HaBanMNOCh CTOMbLKO 3ab60T O NOCTpagaBLUMX, YTO OHA NOPON He ycrneBara BbIKpOUTb BPEMS
ansa cHa. Cepas wepcTb LenutenbHULbl CBansanack, HO B ronyobIX rnasax CBETUNach NPexHss
cuna un cnokoncteune. OrHerpuMe HEBONbHO BCMOMHMI TO AaneKoe BPeEMS, KOrga OH Obis
HaCTaBHUKOM HEYroMOHHOW ManeHbkown Nenentowkn. 3To ObINo eLle Ao Toro, Kak oHa



noctpagana Ha Npemswen Tpone, criydarHO nonae B fOBYLLKY, KOTOPYHO 3Be3goLan nogctpoun
ana CunHen 3eesabl. [Nocne katacTpodbl OHa HaBcerda octanach Kanekoun 1 yXxe He cMmorna
cTaTb BOMHOM, HO HMKOrAa He nepecTtaBana 3aboTUTbCHA O CBOEM MNINIEMEHMN.

— Kak cerogHs vyBcTBYyeT cebs CuHas 3ses3na? — cnpocun OrHerpus.
lMenenuua BCTPEBOXEHHO NOKOCUIAack Ha BXOf, B NeLlepy.

— Bcto Houb rnas He CoOMKHyna! — noxanoBarnachk oHa. — A YK U MOXKeBeroBble Aroabl ev
JaBana, Ho, MOXoxXe, Ja)ke OHU He NMOMOITIN.

— 5 gomkeH pacckasaTb e, 4To npomnsoLwno Ha CoseTte, — nosicHun OrHerpmB. — botock, 31O
€l 04eHb He MOoHpPaBUTCS.

— MNo4vemy? — npuwypunacs NMenenuua. OrHerpMs TOPONMBO Nepeckasan en nocnegHue
HOBOCTM.

Menenuua cnywana mMon4a, Ho B rony6bix rnasax ee OrHerpuB siCHO BUAEN HEQOYMEHME.
— Y10 gymaelub Tenepb genatb? — crnpocuna oHa, korga OrHerpue 3aKoH4YU.

— Cnpocu nydwwe, 4To 4 mory caenatb! Thl 3Haelb, MOXET ObITb, OHO U K fy4ylweMy... Tenepb,
Korga 3sesgouan nosyyun To, K Yemy Tak JaBHO CTPEMUNCS, BO3MOXHO, OH OCTaBWUT HacC B
nokoe 1 3anmeTcs nnemeHem TeHen! — YBuaes, 4To lNenenuua HeQoOBEPUYMBO HaXMypunach, OH
ToponnMBo gobaeun: — Kakoe Ham aeno oo Toro, koro nnemMsi TeHel n3dpano ceBoum
npegsoanTenem?! Hawe geno — oxpaHsTb COOCTBEHHbIE rPaHULbI, @ 9 HE AyMalo, YTO
3Be3goLuan cernyac OTBaXUTCA Ha HMX nokywatbesa! MeHst BONHyeT TOMNbKO TO, Kak OTHeCeTCs K
3Ton HoBocTu CuHasa 3Be3nal

— Botocb, en cTaHeT xyxe, — B3goxHyna Nenenuua. — JlagHo, Hagetoch, s1 cymeto nogobpatb
en ycnokaveatoLume TpaBbl... Ecnun 6bl Tbl TONbKO 3Han, Kak MHe He xBaTaeT LLepbarton!

— # 3Hato, — npowenTan OrHerpms, NpMXxmMMasch kK ee 60oky. — Ho Tbl cnpaBuwbea. A Bepio,
Thbl CTaHeLlb BENIMKOW LenuTenbHulen!

— Tbl HUYero He NoHMMaellb! — ene cnbiWHO npowenTana MNMenenuua. — A Tockyto no Hen! A
TaK Xo4y CHOBa ycnbllwaTh ee ronoc! MNMycTb ckaxeT, YTo A He NocrnefHasa aypa 1 HeyaadyHuua —
Beb TOMbKO OHa MOorfa YecTHO OLeHUTb Mon ycnexn! MHe Hy)XHa He ee NoMOoLLb, a OHa cama!
A xo4y BOOXHYTb €€ 3anax, npuxaTbcs K ee B6OKy, ycnbllwaTb ee BOpYaHue...

— A noHumato, — npobopmotan OrHerpwms.

,D,pO)Kb npo6e>|<ana no ero cnnHe npun BoCcnoMmmnMHaHmm o nornéLuen uenurtenbHuue. OH Bcerga



nobun LWepbaTtyto — ¢ TOro camoro AHs, Korga nepBbiM 06HapyXun ee Ha TeppuTopUn
[po3oBOro NnemMeHun, rge oHa ykpbiiack oT XBocTonnomMa. — Cenvac oHa OXOTUTCS CO 3BE3OHbIM
nnemeHem, [Nenenuua.

Bo3moXHO, TamM OHa, HaKoHeL, Halna nokown... OrHerpms 3Han, 4to, ymupas, LLepbartas
Aymara TonbKo O CBOEeM CblHE — XBOCTOMOME, KOTOPOro OHa HUKOrga He nepecTasarna nobuTb,
XOTS TOT BbIPOC, HE 3HAsA CBOEN HACTOALLEN MaTepu, U KOTOPOro oHa e 1 ybuna, 4tobbl cnactu
lpo3oBoe nnemsa oT cmepTenbHon onacHocTn. OrHerpmB 3Harl, kak HecyacTHa 6bina Lepbatas,
N Hagesncs, YTo CMepTb NOMOXKIa KOHEL, ee CTpagaHUsaM, HO BCe paBHO HE MOT nepecTaTtb
TOCKOBaTb O HEMN.

— Tbl BeOb cKOpo oTnpaenseLwwbes k Boicokon Ckane? — HanomHun oH MNenenuue. — Tam Tbl
BCTPETULLBLCA C OCTaNbHbIMU LENUTENSAMN U MO YyBCTBYeLb cebst bnuxe k Lepbarton.

— MoxeT 6bITb, Tbl M NpaB, — crierka oToABMHynack ot Hero Nenenvua. — MHe 4acTo
KaXXeTCs1, YTO 1 CMbILLY ee rofnoc, — npuaHanacb oHa. — BOT 1 ceiyac oHa CNoBHO rOBOPMUT:
«Hawna Bpems ceToBaTth 1 XanoBaTbCs, KOraa Kpyrom cTonbko pabotsi!» Man, norosopu ¢
CuHen 3Besgoin. YyTb NOMO3XKe 1 CHOBA 3arrsiHy K HEW.

— Tbl B nopsgke? — Haxmypunca OrHerpus.

— Bce otnnyHo! — oTtBeTunNa lNenenuvua n Toponnmneo Nu3Hyna ero B yxo. — byab e onopowu,
OrHerpuB! — HanyTcTBOBana oHa. — NoMHM, ceryac oHa Kak HMKorga Hyxaaetcs B Tebe!

OrHerpuvB NpoBoAWn B3rMSA0M NPUXPaMbIBaOLLYHO LENUTENbHULY U NOBEPHYNCS K BXoOy B
nanatky. [nMy6oko B30XHYB, OH FPOMKO NO340pOBasiCs U BOLLEN B 3UAIOLLYHO TPELLUHY cKarbl.

CuHsas 3Be3ga nexana B ganbHeM yriy newlepbl, NOABEPHYB Mo rpyab nepegHue nanbi.
lonoBa ee Obina NnogHsTa, HO HeBMAALWLME rMasa Mageny Kyga-to ckso3b OrHerpuea, CroBHO
npegBoanTenbHMLA BUaena YTo-To, 4OCTYNHOe e ogHoW. Ee rpasHas wepcTb cnunnacs u
cBansanach B KONTYHbl, OHA Tak ucxygana, 4to Bce pebpa Topyanu Hapyxy. Cepaue y
OrHerpuBa cxanochb ot »xanoctu kK CuHen 3Be3ge u ot cTpaxa 3a nnems. [NpocnaeneHHas
npeaBoAnTENbHULA BCErO 3a HECKOMMbKO AHEN NpeBpaTuiack B ApSxnyto, 6€CNOMOLLHY0
CTapyxy, CITIOMIIEHHYIO NEPEXUTLIMU CTPASAHUSIMU N HECTIOCOOHYIO 3aWmnTUTL Aaxe cebs, He
roBopsi ke 0 CBoeM nnemenu!

— CuHssa 3Besga! — pob6ko oknukHyn OrHerpms.

EMy nokasanocb, 6yaTo npeaBoavTenbHULA Ero He yenblllana, Ho Koraa OH BoLuer B nanartky,
CuHsin 3Be3ga NoBepHyra rofoBy M YCTPEMMUIIA Ha HErO MYTHbIV B3rNa4 U3MydeHHbIX ronybbix
rna3s. Heckonbko cekyHa OHa yaAMBIIEHHO CMOTpEra Ha Hero, CNoBHO He y3HaBara. HakoHel, oHa
noLuesenuna ywamu, u B3rnsig ee ctan 6onee 0CMbICIIEHHbIM.



— OrHerpue? YT0 Te6e Hy>xkHO?! OrHerpuB NOYTUTENBHO CKITOHWI FOSOBY.

— 4 Tonbko yTo BepHyncsa ¢ CoseTa, CuHAA 3Be3ga. botock, g npuMHec nnoxue u3BecTus...
OH nomeanun, cobmpascs C AyXOM.

— Hy? — pasgpaxeHHOo nosbicuna ronoc CuHasa 3esesga. — Yto Tam ewe?

— Y nnemeHun TeHewn Tenepb HOBLIN NpeaBoanTenb, — ckasan OrHerpus 1 ObICTPO Bbinanun: —
Wm ctan Korotb. Tenepb oH 3Be3gouan....

CuHsis 3Be3na Bckoumia co cBoero Mmecta. [nasa ee BCrbIXHYNM XonoaHbIM orHeM, n OrHerpue
Aaxe NonsATUICS, Y3HaB B HEN NPEXHION MPO3HYI0 NpeaBoanUTENbHULLY.

— OT0ro He MoxeT 6bITb! — npowwunnena CuHsa 3ses3na.
— 3710 nNpaBga. A cBoOMMHU rnasamu Buaen ero.
OH rosopun co ckanel CoBeTa BMecTe C ocTarnbHbIMU NpeaBoanuTensamu.

CwuHsa 3Be3ga 3amonyana u npyHsanacb Bo3by>KaeHHO MEpPUTb Larammn nanaTky, NoxnecToiBas
cebs xBocToM no 6okam. OrHerpmB HEBOMBLHO NOMATUNCA K Bbixoay. Ha MrHoBeHue emy
nokasanochk, 4to CuHsasa 3Be3aa cendac 6pocmTca Ha Hero 3a To, YTO OH NOCMEN NPUHECTU el
Takoe u3BecTue.

— Kak morno 3eesgHoe nnems Tak noctynuTb?! — npockpexeTtana Cunasa 3esesga. — Kak oHo
NnocMeno BO3BENUYMTL NpeaaTtens, KOTopbln Nbitancs youtb meHsa?!

— CuHsaa 3Be3na, OHU He... — Havan ObIno OFHerVIB, HO npeasoauTenbHULA U CnylwaTtb He
ctana.

— A 410 e ocTanbHble npegsoanTenn?! — Bekpuydana oHa. — OHu 0 yem gymanu?! Kak oHu
MO AONYCTUTb Takoe?

— Ho Beab HUKTO He 3HaeT, kakoe 3rno 3se3gouan npuumHun MNpososomy nnemenun! —
nonbitancsa ob6bacHUTL OrHerpue. — MeTeop BoobLle npomonyan, a 3sesgHomy Jlydy He
NMOHPaBWNOCh TO, YTO 3Be3goLan Nnpmeen B Nnems TeHen U3rHaHHbIX OTTyAa NPUCTNELLHUKOB
XBocTornoma.

— AX, BOT OHO 4T0! — B3opBanacb CuHss 3Be3ga. — Bot oH kakoB, 3Be3gHbin Jlyy! OTnnyHo,
Tenepb Mbl 3HaeM, YTO eMy Henb3s 4oBepsiTb! BbICTpo e OH 3abbin Bce, Yem 06s13aH
lpo3oBomy nnemenn! A Beab 310 Bbl ¢ KpyTOOOKOM KOrga-To pasbiCkanu ero n noMornm
nnemeHu BeTpa BepHyTbLCA JOMOW.



OrHerpuB xoTen Bo3pasuTb, HO CuHAA 3Be3da He gana eMmy 1 pTa packpbiTb.

— 3Be3Hoe Nnems OTBEPHYNOCh OT MeHs!! — Kpudana oHa, Npogoskas B ApOCTN MeTaTbCs No
nanatke. — Ob6eLlann, 4To OroHb cnaceT Nfems, a Mbl eaBa He nornbnu B noxape! Kak 8 mory
noBepsiTb UM — Tem bonee Tenepb?! OHKU Harpagunu npegatens n younuy apomM 4eBATH
XunsHen!

Mm nneBatb 1 Ha MeHs, U Ha Bce po3oBoe nnems!
— CuHssa 3Besga! — vcnyraHHo 6opmotan OrHerpmB. — Nocnywan. ..

— Her, at0 Tbl nocnywan! — rpo3Ho obepHynack K HeMy npefsoanTenbHuLa. Ee BuceBlas
KNnovbsiMuM LWepCTb BCTana gbloom, 3yObl CBMpEeno ockanunucb. — Fpo3oBoe nremsa obpeyeHo.
3Bes3gouan Bo3rnaeun nremsa TeHen ans Toro, 4Tobbl Norybute Hac. 3Be3gHoe nnems
OTBEPHYIOCb OT Hac 1 He NOMOXeET B befe.

— Ho 3Be3gouan gepxancs BnonHe gpyxentobHo, — nponenetan OrHerpms, NbiTasiCb
ycnokouTb ee. — Cyasa No ero peyn, OH AyMaeT TONbKO O CBOEM HOBOM MNSIEMEHN.

CuHsasa 3Be3ga Xpmnno pacxoxotanach.

— TonbKo Takou rnyneL, Kak Tbl, MOr eMy noseputb! NoMsiHM MOe CroBO, eLle A0 HacTynneHns
JInctonaga 3eesgouan ABMTCS ctoga 3a HaWMMM XU3HAMK! Ho OH BCTPETUT AOCTOWMHBIN OTnop!
Ecnu Ham cyxgeHo ymepeTb, Mbl NocTapaemMcs 3abpatb ¢ cOB0M Kak MOXHO GonbLle BOMHOB 13
nnemeHun TeHen!

OHa BHOBb Havana 6eratb nNo nanatke, a OrHerpmB B CMATEHUN BEPTEN rONOBOK, NbITasACh
ycrneauThb 3a Hel.

— YaBou natpynu! — Benena CuHaa 3Be3ga. — YCTaHOBM A030pHLIX B narepe. MNownum
OONOSTHUTENBHBIA OTPSA NaTPyMPOBaTh rpaHnLy C nremMmeHemMm TeHen.

— Ho y Hac He xBaTaeT BomHOB! — B oT4yasiHum Bo3paaun OrHerpms. — PaboTta no
BOCCTaHOBMEHMIO Nareps OTHUMAET BCe CUMbl, KOTbI NagatoT oT yctanoctn. Mbl eqBa-eaBa
cnpaensemMcst ¢ 06bl4YHbIM NaTpynMposaHmem!

— Thbl, KaXeTcs, CMeeLLb OcnapMBaTb MOW Npukasbl? — psiBKHyna emy B nuuo CuHss 3eesga m
yrpoxatoLe ockanvna 3ybbl. [masa ee HegoOBEPUMBO NPULLYPUNUCE. — A MOXET, Tbl TOXE
3agyman npegatb meHa?!

— Her, CuHsasa 3eesaa, uto Tbl! — oTwatHyncs OrHerpme. — Tbl BCerga MoXellb Ha MEHS
nonoxutbcsa! — OH BeCb gpoxan, oxuaas, 4To BOT-BOT NPUAETCSA yBOPAYMBaATLCSA OT OCTPbIX



korten CuHen 3Be3apbl.
Ho npensoguTensHuLa BHe3anHo ycnokounach.

— A 3Hato, OrHerpuB. Tbl Bceraa 6bin MHE BEPEH, He TO YTO OocTanbHble! — TMXO npolwenTana
OHa 1 BOPYI, YPOHMB rofioBy, MOBanuach Ha CBOK MOACTUIIKY, CITOBHO BCMbILLKA MTHEBA OTHANA Y
Hee nocnegHue cunbl. — MNownu natpynu! — cnabo NoBTOpMna OHa, 3apblBasiCb B MSATKYH Kydy
Mxa un Bepecka. — Cpenan 370 HEMeANEHHO, Noka nnems TeHen He nepebuno Bcex Hac!

— Cnywato, CuHsa 3sesga!

OrHerpuB noHsn, 4To cnopuTb 6ecnonesHo. OH NOKNOHMIICSA U BbILWEN U3 NanaTku.
O6epHyBLUMCL, OH yBUAEN, YTo CuHAS 3Be3a BHOBb yCTpemMuna HeBUASALLMIA B30p Kyaa-To
BAanb. «Heyxenun oHa cMoTpuT B ByayLiee 1 BUAUT TaM rmbenb CBOEro NeMeHn?» — B
oTyasiHun nogymarn OrHerpus.

OrHerpuvB OTKPbIN Fnasa u TyT Xe 3aXXMypuncs oT peakoro ceeta. OH HMKak He MOT MPUBLIKHYTb
K TOMY, YTO cropeBLuas nuctea bonblue He yKpbiBaeT nanaTky OT CRensimux COMHEYHbIX Nyyen.
LLInpoko 3eBHYB, OH NOTSAHYICS U CTPSIXHYN C LIEePCTM NpUCTaBLUME KYCOYKM MXa.

Psimom ¢ HMM cnagko nocanbiBana NecyaHas Byps, 4yTb ganblue, cBepHyBLUNCH Kryboykamu,
cnanu JonroxsocT u ObiM. OrHerpme BbILEN M3 NanaTku Ha nongHy. MNMpowwno Tpyu gHa nocne
CoBerTa, Ho, Borpeku onaceHmamMm CuHen 3Be3abl, nnemMs TeHen HU pasy He nepecTynuno
rpaHuuy. Bocnonb3oBasLlnCh Nnepeabilkomn, [po3oBoe niems ¢ yTPOeHHOW CUNON 3aHAN0Ch
BOCCTaHoBneHmeMm narepsi. Caenatb Npeactosno eue o4eHb MHOro, Ho OrHerpme ¢ pagocTbto
3amevari, 4To cam Jfiec NPUXoaMT Ha NOMOLLb NOropernbLamM — BOKPYT narepsi NOTUXOHbKY
noAHMManacb CTeHa NanopoOTHUKOB, a 0OropeBLUNE 3apOCIM EXXEBUKN, NMPUKPbLIBABLUME BXO B
OETCKYH0, C KaXdblM QHEM CTAaHOBUMUCH BCE ryLLe OT HOBLIX MOOEroB.

OrHerpuvB HanpaBWICs K Kyye CBeXeWn eabl, kak BAPYr 3aMeTu BO3BPaLLaloLLMIACS PACcCBETHbIN
naTpynb Bo rnaee ¢ bBypaHom. OrHerpve ocTaHOBUIICS.

— 3ameTunu kakme-Hmbyab cneapl nnemeHn TeHen?

— Hukakux, — nokayan ronoson bypaH. — Tonbko 06bl4HbIE METKM BOONb rpaHuubl. Ho 3aTto
Mbl 3aMETUIM KOe-4TO ApYroe...

— Y10? — HacTopoxun ywmn OrHerpms.

— Henopganeky ot HarpeTtbix KamHel Bcs TpaBa nctontaHa, U NOBCOAY packngaHbl ronyouHble
nepbs.

— lony6uHble nepbs? — nostopun OrHerpme. — MHTEpecHO... A yXe AaBHO He BUAEeN Hu



ogHoro rony6s, a xanb... MNpoctu, BypaH! Tbl AyMaelwb, Kakoe-To NnemMs OXOTUTCA Ha Hallewn
Tepputopun?

— Hert. Bca mecTtHOCTb BOKpyr HarpeThix KamHen npoBoHsina cobakamu! — ¢ oTBpaLLeHneM
nomopLumncs bypaH. — U Bcioagy pa3bpocaHo cobaybe aepbMo.

— Cobaku... — c obneryeHnem nowesenun xaoctom OrHerpus. — YTo nogenaews! [1ByHorne
BEYHO NpmBOAAT ux ¢ coboini B nec. MNMoberatot, nonmatoT napy 6enok, a 3arem [1pyHorune
3abupatoT MX AOMOW, — OH Becesno 3amyprblkan. — YANBUTENbHO, YTO OHM BooOLLE cymenu
KOro-to nonmatb!

K ero yauenenwuto, bypaH gaxe He ynblGHyncs.

— Tem He MeHee 51 Obl HA TBOEM MecTe npeaynpeann naTpynbHbiX, YTo6bl cMoTpenu B oba! —
CEPbEe3HO cKasar OH.

— Xopouo, bypaH.

OrHerpvB CNMLLKOM yBakan CTapLlero BOMHa, YToObl CMOPUTbL C HAM, HO B ryOGuHe AyLun OH
ObIn yBepeH, 4To BypaH TpeBOXUTCS MoHanpacHy. 3TK BOHIOUME cobakm, HaBepHsika, cendac
cvasT rae-Hnbyab B3aneptu Ha asope y [eyHornx! Cobakm — 310 BCEro Nuilb 4ocagHoe
Hegopa3yMeHne, KOTOpoe He CTOUT BHUMaHWs rnailaras.

Cenvac ero ropasgo 6onblie 6ecnokonn HegocTaTok nuwm. OrHerpme cHoBa nogyman o6 atom,
Korga oHu ¢ BypaHom nogoLwnm K Xankom Kyyke, BO3ne KOTOPOW YXXe CTOSSIN TONbKO YTO
BepHyBLUMeca u3 natpynsa benbiw ¢ BeCHsAHKON.

— Her, Tbl TONbko nornagn! — noxanosancda benbiw, 6pe3rnnBo NepeBepHyB Nankon NosreBkKy.
— [a aToro MHe 1 Ha oauH 3y6 He xBaTuT!

— [num cTano mano, — ycrano HanoMHun OrHerpuvBe, rmsias Ha HECKOMbKO XKarkux KyCOYKoB,
CMPOTNNBO NEXallunx Ha MecTe Gbinon kydn. — Te, KoMy yaanochb BbKUTb B OrHE, caMu
ronofatoT, OT Kyaa >Xe UM Harynsitb Xupy?

— 3HauuT, Hago cHoBa AT oxoTuTbes! — 3asBun benbiw. OH XXagHO NPOrnoOTUN NONEBKY. —
Cenvyac noem 1 nongy.

— MNongem Bmecte! — npeanoxun OrHerpms, BbiTacknasi 4ngd cebsa copoky. — A cobupatoch
BO3rMNaB1Tb NONYAEHHbIN NaTpyIib.

— HerT yX, 4o nonygHa s He gotepnno! — ¢ HabuTbim pToM Npobypyan benbiw. — A Tak
nporonogancs, 4to n Tebs 6kl cenvac cven! BecHsAHoYKa, nongellb CO MHOW?



XopolueHbkasi nectpasi BecHsiHka, koTopasi Bce 3TO BpeMsi Mofya NakoMmnnach MbILLKOWM,
BOMPOCUTENBHO MOCMOTPENa Ha CBOEro HacTaBHMKa. YBUAEB, YTo bypaH yTBepanTensHO
KMBHYI, OHa paloCTHO BCKoYMna v nogdexana k benbiiwy.

— A rotosal

— Bot 1 cnaeHo! — 6ypkHyn OrHerpus. EMy 6b1no HenpuaTHO, 4To Benbiw aaxe He nogyman
CNPOCUTL Y HEro paspeLleHuns, Kak aTo caenana BecHsaHka, HO npegnoven npomonyars. [nems
Hy>ganocb B ege, a ob6a opyxeHocua 6binvM HenpeB3oMAEHHbIMU OXOTHUKaMU. — TONbKO He
oTxoAuTe farneko ot nareps! — npegynpeann oH.

— Ckaxelwb Toxe! — dbIpkHyn benbliw. — Tbl 4YTO, HE 3Haellb, YTO BCA ANYb yLuna rmyoxe B
nec, Tyaa, Kyga oroHb He gobpanca?! Bece 6yaet B nopsigke, OrHerpms! — noobewyan oH. —
CHayana Mbl HAKOPMUM CTapenLLnH, a NOTOM no3aboTmmcsa 06 ocTanbHbIX!

OaHMM >XagHbIM MOTKOM OH npornoTun OCTaTkn CBOEW NOSIEBKN M MOHECCA K BbIXoOy U3 nareps.
BecHsiHKa BEXNNBO KMBHYynNa OFHerVIBy Cc BypaHOM n 6pOCVIJ'IaCb BCNeq 3a HUM.

— Hepxutechb nogansLue oT xunbsa OsyHornx! — kpukHyn um Bcrned OrHerpms. OgHO Bpems
Benbiw oveHb Nobun HaBeabiBaTbCs K [JBYHOrMM 3a YrolweHMEM M XEeCTOKO nonnatuncs 3a
CBO0 XXaaHOCTb, Korga [1ByHorve 3abpanu ero B cBoe [JanbHee He340, pacnonoXeHHoe 3a
3eMmnamu nnemenn Betpa. Tenepb, Korga wegpas nopa 3eneHbix JIMCTbeB nogxogmna K KoOHLY
1 Gnuaunnuck ronogHble AHW ce3oHa lMonbix epeBbeB, OrHeErpnB NOCTOSIHHO TPEBOXUIICS, Kak
Obl Opy)XeHoceL, He B3sSCs 3a cTapoe.

— Y70 32 Monoaubl! — flackoBo npoypyan bypaH, nposoxas rnasamMmu yganaoLwmnxcs
opyXeHocLeB. — TOMNbKO BEPHYNUCH U3 pacCBETHOMO NaTpyns U CHoBa OTNpaBUNCh Ha OXOTY!
Mopon 51 3aBuayto nx aHeprum! — OH BbITaLLM U3 Ky4n Opo3aa U NPUHANCS 3a eqy.

lMokoHuMB co ceoen copokor, OrHerpmB 3aMeTui BbIXOAALWYO 13 nanatku Necyanyto bypto, ga
Tak 1 3acCTbiN1 C pa3vHyTbIM PTOM, NMOBYSACH TEM, KaK CNa)KeHHO NepeKkaTbiBalOTCA CUIbHbIE
MbILLLIbI MO4 €€ HEXXHOW CBETNO-PbKEN LLUEPCTHIO.

— [MNonaelb co MHOM Ha OXOTY? — Bbl4aBui OH, Korda Kolledka nogowuna onuxe.

— Mpupgetca! — kmBHyna NecyaHaa byps, yHbINO Maaa Ha Xankue octatkm agndn. — Tonbko
nonaem npsiMo cenvac, nagHo? £ nosaesTpakaro TeM, YTO NMormalo.

OrHerpuvB o6Ben rnasamu NonsiHy, BbicMaTpmBas, Koro 6bl eLle npurnacuTb, U 3ameTun
[onroxsocTa. ToT cTosan BO3ne nanatkm opyeHocues 1 nogxkmaan beicTponana.

— On, fonroxeocTt! — kpukHyn OrHerpme, Korga HacTaBHMK CO CBOMM OPYXXEHOCLEM ABMHYNCH
yepes nonsHy. — MNogonam coga. Tel naelb ¢ HAMKU Ha OXOTY!



[lonroxBoCT OCTaHOBUIICS, CITIOBHO pasaymbiBasd, CTOUT J1IM UCNONMHATb NMpUKasaHune rmawlartas.

— Mbl naem B oBpar TPEHUPOBATLCH, — HEXOTS MNOSICHU OH. — BbIcTponany Hy>HO
oTpaboTaTb NpUEMbI 3aLLMUThI.

— MoTom oTpaboTaeTte! — pesko ckasan OrHerpue, AaBasi IOHATb, YTO €ro npurnaleHne
HY>KHO pacLeHMBaTb, Kak npukas. — [nemeHun HyxHa ega. OTo BaXHee.

[onroxeBocT pasgpakeHHO B3MaxHyr XBOCTOM, HO npomMonyan. 3ato beictponan Tak u 3anpbiran
OT pagocTu. nasa ero cBepkanu B NpeaBKyLIeHUM 4OOPON 0XOTbl. BbIBLUMI KPOLLEYHbIN
YyepHo-6ernbIn KOTEHOK 3a NocneaHee BpeMsi CUMbHO NOAPOC M NOYTU CPABHANCSA CO CBOUM
HacTaBHuUKOM. Maag Ha Hero, OrHerpme cHOBa BCNOMHUI, 4TO BbicTponan crapLue Bcex
OpY>XEeHOCLEB N AaBHO OOMKEH CTaTb BOUHOM.

«Hy>xHO HemeaneHHo noroeopuTb ¢ CnHen 3Be3gon No NOBoAY LIEPEMOHUN NOCBALLEHNSA! —
nogyman oH. — benbilw ToXe rotoB cTaTb BOMHOM, U Llapanka, u BecHAHKa... nnemMeHn Kak
HUKOrAa HY>KHbl HOBbIE BOUHbI!»

OctaBuB bypaHa HacnaxaaTbcs 3acnyXeHHbIM oTAbIxoM, OrHerpyB NoBen CBOM OTPSA BBEPX
no CKMoHy xonwma. [JobpaBLunch A0 BEPLUUHBI, OH Pa3BEPHYSCA 1 NOTPYCUN B CTOPOHY HarpeTbix
KamHen. Cunsia 3Be3na Benena ygBouTb NaTpynu, 1, YTobbl UCNONHUTL €€ npukas, Bce
OXOTHWKWN Tenepb A0MKHbI Obinn 06x04nTb rpaHnLbl, BbIHIOXMBAsS U BbIUCKMBAs creabl
BO3MOXXHOTO Bpaxkeckoro BTopxeHud. Ecnv Cunioto 3Be3gy 6onblue Bcero 6ecnokonna rpaHuua
¢ nnemeHem TeHen, To y OrHerpmBa 6bim 0cobble NPUYMHBI ONacaTbCs 3a pedHble pyoexu.

Ero naBHO TPEBOXUJTN OTHOLLEHNA C Pe4yHbIM nnemeHem. MeTeop apaxnen n ctapen npamo Ha
rnasax, 1 Bfnactb Haa niemMeHeM nocTteneHHo cocpenotovmBanachb B Kpenkmx nanax OuenoTku.
OFHerI/IB No4YTN HE COMHEBaAriCA B TOM, YTO paHO UJTN NO3AHO Mmatwlartas n0Tpe6yeT Yy rp03OBbIX
KOTOB MnaTbl 3a To, YTo PeyHoe nnema okasano MM nomoLlb BO BpeM4d noxapa.

Cnyckascb k peke, OrHerpve BOpyr ¢ yauBreHneM 3aMeTus, 4To MepTBoe rnenenuiie
MOKPbINIOCb CBEXUMM 3erneHbiMy noberamu. To TyT, TO TaM BUAHENMUCH COYHbIE 3aBUTKU
NanopoTHMKOB, YepHble NPOMNELLMHbI MOYTU CKPLINNUCE NOA HEXHO-3erneHbIM KOBpoM. Jlec
NOTUXOHbLKY Ha4arn BO3poXaaTbCs, HO C HACTyNNeHneM ce3oHa Jlnctonaaa poct HeM3BexHO
3amMennuTcs, Tak Yto MPo3oBoe Nrems XayT xonodHble U 6ecrnpuioTHbIE BpeMeHa.

Korga otpsaa Beiwen k HarpeTeiMm KamHam, [lonroxsocT nosen beicTponana kK ogHon ua
pacLLennH B ckanax.

— [aBan-ka noTpeHmpyeMcst OXoTUTbCs Ha cnyx! NMocmoTpum, cMoxellb Nn Tbl BbicTpee BCeX
nommaTb MONeBKy?



OrHerpuB 0406pUTENBHO NOCMOTPEN UM Benen. [1onroxBocT Obin OTBETCTBEHHLIM HACTABHMKOM,
1 BCe NNeMs 3Haro, YTo oHM ¢ BbeicTponanom o4eHb NpuBsi3aHbl APYT K APYTY.

OrHerpumB 060rHyn KamMmHU U BbilEeN B Ty CTOPOHY, rae ckanbl 6binn obpalleHbl k peke. 3aechb
TpaBa pocna ropasgo ryiie, 1 661510 MHOMO yLENeBLMX KyCTapHUKOB. MprucMoTpeBLUMC, OH
MOYTK Cpasy 3amMeTUI MbILLKY, MENbKaBLLYO B XPYNKUX cTebnsx Tpasbl. [JoxaaBLunch, noka
HUYero He NOAO3PEeBaOLNIA 3BEPEK NPUCAAET 3aBTpPaKaTb, 3aXkaB B nankax nogobpaHHoe
cemeyko, OrHerpus NpbIrHyn 1 MTHOBEHHO MPUKOHYMM A00bIYY.

— Yncraa pabota! — ogobpuna nogowepwas MNMecyaHas byps.

— Xovewb? — npeanoxun OrHerpms 1 NOL4O ABVHYI K HEW CBEXATMHKY. — Tbl BEAb eLle He
ena!

— Her, cnacubo! — kucno oreetuna nogpyra. — A mory cama novmarb!
C atmum crnoBamm oHa 0GMKEHHO CKOMb3HyNa B TeHb opeLuHuKka. OrHerpus B HeAOYMEHNUN
NOCMOTpEN en Bcred, MOTOM TOPONnSIMBO Nockpeb Kortsimmn n 3abpocan cBoto 4o6bIvy 3eMIien,

4yTOObI 3a6paTb €e nonoasxe, Korga npnaet Bpemsa Bo3BpallaTbCA B Jarepb.

— Byapb ¢ Hel noocTopoxxHee! — pasagancsa Hazg ero rofioBov 3HaKOMbI HACMELUSIUBBIN ronoc.
— YyTb 3a3eBaeLlbCs, oHa Tebe murom ywm obopeer!

OrHerpuB pe3ko obepHyncs. Ha rpaHuue ¢ Pe4HbiM nnemeHeM, CIMHOW K 00pbIBY, CTOSAN
KpyTobok. Ero rycrtas cepas wepctb bnecrena oT BoAbl.

— KpyTo6ok! — pagocTHo 3aBonun OrHerpuB. — Kak Tbl MeHs1 Hanyran!
KpyToGok OTpsiXHyncs, BBMETHYB B BO3A1yX padyry CBepKatoLmx Kanerb.

— A 3ameTun 1€b9 ewwe ¢ Toro 6eperal — noxsactancst oH. — BOT yxx He gyman, YTo Thbl
Korga-Hubyab 6ygelb oxotTuTbesa ans MNecyaHon bypu! Bugatb, Bnobuncs, npusHasanca?

— He noHumato, o0 yem Tbl rosopumib! — 3abopmoTtan OrHerpus. Ero 6pocuno B xap, 1 gaxe
LepcTb Ha bokax 3alleBenunack, COBHO NOA HEW nonsanu nonyuwia MypaesbeB. — Kak Tebe
He cTblgHo! Mel ¢ lNecyaHon Bypen npocTo gpy3bs!

KpyTo6ok 0oBONBHO 3aypyan.

— Hy koHe4Ho! Kak ckaxkewwb! — OH nepenpbIrHyn Yepes rpaHu1uy 1 TackoBo 6ogHynN
OrHerpuBa B 60k. — Tebe noees3no. OHa HacTosiLasa kpacasuual

OFHerI/IB pacKpbls ObIn10 POT — U TYT Xe CHOBa 3axJionHyIs ero. YUto Obl OH HK cKasarn,



KpyTobok Bce paBHO emy He noBepuT! Kpome Toro, OrHerpme n cam yxe He Obin yBEPEH B TOM,
4yTO OHM C lNecyaHon Bypen nNpocTo Apy3bA...

— 3abygem 06 aTom! — CMyLLEHHO NONPOCUIT OH M BLICTPO CMeHUN TeMy: — Jlyylle pacckaxu,
Kak Tbl NoXxmnBaellub? Kakme HoBoCcTM B Pe4HOM nnemeHun?

XenTble rasa Kpytoboka noracnu, oH cpasy Kak-TO CHUK U1 NMOHYPUIICS.
— [a kakue HoBocCTU... Bce Tonbko 1 roBopsAT, 4to o 3Besgouane!

B Ty nopy, korga KpyTo6ok 6bir1 BOMHOM PO30BOro nnemeHu, oHn ¢ OrHerpvBoM nepebIMu
y3Hanu o KpoBOXaAHbIX NnaHax Korts n o Tom, 4To oH youn rnawaras fpoxeocra.

— 4 1 cam He 3Hato, YTo gymaTb 06 aTom! — B3goxHyn OrHerpme. — XoTenock 6bl BEpUTDb, YTO,
nony4YmB AOMNrOXAAHHYHO BNacTb, 3Be3ouan N3MeHUTCA K nyydwemy. Begb OH NpUpoXaeHHbIN
BOXKaK — CUIbHbIN, BeCCTpaLLHbINA, IMaBHbIN B 6010 1 NEPBLIN HA OXOTE, KPOME TOro, OH 3HaeT
BOVHCKWIA 3aKOH.

— Ho emy Henb3sa aoeepaTtb! — psaBkHyN Kpytobok. — YT0 TOonKy B ToM, 4TO 3BE3aouan 3HaeT
3aKOH, €CNn OH FOTOB B /11060 MOMEHT NPEeCTynuUTbL ero?!

— Tak Ham 1 He npuaeTcs emy goeepaTb! — ropsayo Bo3pasni OrHerpus. — Y Hero Tenepb
cBoe nnems. Ha Cosete Hacmopk coobwun, 4to emy Obin NOCnaH 3Hak O TOM, YTO 3Be3Hble
BOWTENM CKOPO MOLUSIKOT NfieMeHn TeHel BENUKOro BoXAsl. 3Be34Hble NPEAKM 3HAKOT, YTO TOSMbKO
CVNbHbIV NPeABOAUTENb MOXET BEPHYTb NremeHn TeHewn Bbinyto cuny n MoryLecTso. Tbl HE
3abbin, YTO OHKU egBa He BbIMEpPIM BO BpeMsi 60ne3Hn?

Cynsa no ynpsimon mopae Kpytoboka, cnosa gpyra ero He y6egunu.

— OH roeopwuT, ero nocnano 3se3gHoe nnems?! — Hacmewwnueo bIpkHYN oH. — [la ckopee
€XW NOMNeTsT, YeM s B 3TO nosepio!

K cBoemy yxacy, OrHerpmB NOHSAS, YTO NOMHOCTbLIO cornaceH ¢ Apyrom. OH TOXe He Mor
nosepsTb 3Besgouany! BoccTtaHoBneHne u ykpenneHne cCoOGCTBEHHOMO NieMEHN MOXET
OTBIEYb Ero Ha Cce3oH, camoe Gonbluoe — Ha Aea. A notom? OrHerpmBa 6pocano B ApOXb Npu
OLHOW MbINN O BO3POXAEHHOM nnemeHun TeHen ¢ 6ecnowagHbim 3Be3gouanom Bo rmase! OH He
Bepwun, 4Tto 3Be3gouan Korga-Hmbyab 3axo4eT BECTM MUPHYIO XM3Hb, 06eperas cBoe nnems u
yBaxkasi MpaBa oCTalbHbIX TPEX JIECHbIX NNeMeH. PaHO unm no3gHO OH 3aX04ET pacLUMpUTb
CBOW BnageHusl, U NepBOW €ro XepTBOW CTaHeT [pO30BOE Nnemsi.

— Ha tBOEM MEcCTe 4 6bl He cBoaun rnas c FpaHVIU,! — TUXO CKasarl prTO6OK, CINOBHO npo4nTas
ero Mblicnu.



— KoHeuHo, 51... — Hayan OrHerpmB, HO TYT e 3amonyarn, yBuaeB NpubnmkatoLyocst K HUM
MecuyaHyo Bypto ¢ MoONogeHbKMM KporMkoMm B 3ybax.

Cenvac Koluka Bbirnggena ropasgo 6omnee cnokomHom n fobpoayLllHon u gaxe 61aroCKnoHHO
KMBHYyNa cepomy Pe4yHOMY BOWHY.

— MpueeT, KpyTobok! — BypkHyna oHa. — Kak TBou OeTkn?
— OT1nunyHo, cnacnbo! — c ropgocTbto otBeTUN KpyTo6oK. — CKOPO CTaHyT OpYy>KeHOCLLaMMu.

— Bot 3g0poBo! Tbl, KOHEYHO, Byaellb HaCTaBHUKOM AN OQHOMO U3 HUX? — Cnpocun
Oruxerpus.

K ero yauenenuto, Kpytobok 3amManca n onycTus ronosy.
— He 3Hato, — npusHancs oH. — Ecnn 6bl HacTaBHMKOB Ha3Havan MeTeop, Torga KOHEYHO. ..
Ho Tenepb OH NOYTK OTOLWEN OT Aen, TOMbKO CMWT.

Bcem B nnemeHu 3anpasnsieT OuenoTtka, a OHa HUKorga He NpocTUT MHe cMepTu Benonana.
[lymato, oHa BbIGEpPET MOMM KOTSiITaM ApPYrMX HAaCTABHUKOB. ..

KpyTo6ok noHypunca n Hagonro 3amonyan. OrHerpus NoHAM, YTO Cepbin ApYr BCE eLe BUHUT
cebs B rmbenn BomHa PeyHoro nnemeHun, KOTOpbIA CopBarsncs € yTeca U HacMepTb pa3buncs o
KaMHW BO BPEMsI CTbIYKN Mexay PeyHbiM naTpynem n BouHamu Mpo30BOro nnemeHu.

— Kak xanb! — B3OOXHYN OFHerVIB, Kpenye npmxmnmascCb K CBOeMy Opyry.

— Ho OuenoTky ToxXe MOXHO NOHATb, — MArko 3ametuna lNecyaHasa byps. — OHa xouver,
4yTObbI KOTATA BbINKN GE30rOBOPOYHO NpeaaHbl PeyHomy nnemeHu.

KpyToG0K pe3ko BCKMHYN rofioBy W, OLLETUHUBLLMCH, MOCMOTPEN el B N1LO.

— PasBe s Hayunn 6bl x Yemy-To gpyromy?! A He xenato, 4To6bl MOW OETU pa3pbiBanNmnChb
Mexay OByMs nrnemeHamu! — xxenTble rnasa ero notemHenun. — MHe nun He 3HaTb, Kakas 3To
Myka!

Y OrHerpuBa cepALe cxanoch ot xanoctu k Jpyry. Cpasy nocrne noxapa oH NoHsif, YTo
KpyTo6G0OK OAMHOK 1 HECHACTEH B HOBOM MIIEMEHM.

Bugumo, ¢ Tex nop HU4ero He nameHunocb. OrHerpMB XoTen KpUKHYTb: « Tak Bo3BpaLtancaly —
Ho He nocmern. OH He nven npasa npurmawartb Kpytoboka B nnems nocrne Toro, kak CuHsas
3Be3aa pesko oTkasana ObiBLUEMY BOMHY B BO3BPALLEHUN.



— [Morosopu ¢ MeTeopom, — nocoBeToBan oH. — [lonpocwu ero.

— W nonbiTanca nuwHWA pas He 3nuTb OuenoTky, — npubasuna lNecyaHas byps. — CmoTtpy,
4yTOObI OHa He 3acTana Tebs Ha Halen TeppUTOPUN.

KpyTobok 3aaymMumBO NoLleBenun ywamm.

— Moxer, Tol 1 npaBa... Nongy-ka s nyywe gomown. [Noka, aApy3bs!

— MNonbiTanca npuintn Ha cnegyowmin Coset! — nonpocun OrHerpme.

KpyTo60Kk B3MaxHyn cepbiM XBOCTOM M NMOHECCH MO CKIOHY K peke. Ha nonnyTtn oH Bopyr
obepHyncs, kpukHyn: «lMorogute!» — n 6pocuncsa K camon Boge. Bckouns Ha Kpyribid KAMEHb,
OH ycencs 1 3amep, HeMOABWXHO MAAs Ha peky.

— Yto 370 OH 3agyman? — npowenTtana lNecyaHas byps.

Mpexae yem OrHerpuB ycnen oteeTnTb, KpyTobok B3MaxHyn nanoun. Cepebpucrtas pbibka
BblrieTena u3 Bogpl, nepenetena Ha 6eper 1 3abunacb Ha 3emne. CunbHbIM ygapom nanbl
KpyTo60K nprvkoH4Mn ee u, B3sB B 3yObl, MOBOSIOK HaBepX, K oxunaatowmum OrHerpusy u

MecuaHon bBype.

— BoT! — nponkixTen oH, pasxmmas YyentcTn. — A 3Hato, n3-3a noxxapa Bca uyb
pasbexanacs.

MHe xoTenocb 6bl XOTb HEMHOIO NOMOYb BaM.
— Cnacunbo! — npowenTtan OrHerpue n BoCxulleHHo aobasun: — JIoBKO Tkl ee noviman!
— 370 MeHsa HeBnaumka Hayumna, — nosnbLLEHO 3aypyarn cepbli 300POBSK.

— Cnacunbo tebe! — kmHyna MecyaHasa Bypsa. — Ho, 6otock, Ouenotka He obpaayetcs, ecnm
Y3HaET, YTO Tbl NOAKAPMIIMBAELLb Yy>x0e nrems!

— MNyctb nomankmneaet! — pasoanunca Kpytobok. — Ecnv oHa nocmeeT MHe yKasblBaTb, S
HaMoMHI0 en, Kak Mbl ¢ OrHerpneomM Kopmunu PeyHoe nnemMsi Bo Bpems nasogkal

OH nosepHynca n nobexan k peke. C 6onbto B cepgue OrHerpms cMoTpen, kak apyr 6pocuncs B
BOAY W, CUIbHO 3arpebas nanamu, NoNsbi K NpoTuBononoxHomMy G6epery. OH otgan 6bl Bce Ha
cBeTe, Nuwb 6bl KpyToBoK cHOBa BepHyrncst B [po30Boe nnemsi, HO o4eHb 6osancs, 4To
CONMIEMEHHUKN HUKOTAA He NPUMYT ero obpartHo.



Ha obpaTtHoM nyTn OrHerpme COBEPLUEHHO M3MY4MIICS, Talla B 3ybGax CKONb3kyro pblbuHy. PoTt
€ro HarfnosfHWUNCS CNIOHON, HE3HAKOMbIV PbIOHLIN 3anax wekoTan Ho3apu. Bongsa B narepb, OH
cpasy 3ameTun, YTO Kyya efbl cTana 3HadnTenbHo 6onblue. benbiw 1 BecHAHKa y)e BEpHYNUCh
obpaTHO 1 roTOBMANCb CHOBA YXOOUTb B Jec.

— 3n, OrHerpus! CTapenwmH Mbl y>ke Hakopmunm! — obepHyBLUMCE Ha Bery, KpukHyn benbiw n
nomyarncsi BBEpPX Mo CKIOHY.

— A lenenuuy? — 3akpudan OrHerpus.

— Her ewwe!

MNposoane rma3amu yberatowero opyxeHocua, OrHerpme nogoLlen K Kyye ceexaTtuHbl. «MoxeT
ObITb, MNMenenuua cobnasHntca KpytobokoBon pbibkon? — nogyman oH. — beaHsikka coBcem
ncxygana ot Tocku no Lepbaton ga ot 3a6oT 0 nocTpagasLumnx B noxape!»

— Tbl ecTb xo4eLwb? — cnpocuna NecyaHasa Bypsa, 6pocasa nocneaHow TyLwKy B Kydy. OHa
peLunna oTNoX Tb Tpanesy A0 BO3BpaLLeHMs B narepb 1 Tenepb XagHo noxupana rnasamm

NPUHECEHHbIE NakomMcTBa. — [JaBal BMecTe noeanm?

— [NaBan! — obpaposanca OrHerpme. CbegeHHas ¢ yTpa copoka AaBHO NpeBpaTunach B
BOCNOMMHaHWe. — ToNbKO CHa4yana s JOMKeH OTHeCTH pbloky Menenuvue.

— HaBan 6bicTpee. OgHa nana 3geck, gpyras Tam! — HanyTcTBOBana ero nogpyra.
OrHerpuB cHoBa B35 B 3y6bl pbiOnHY 1 nobexan K nanatke uenurensHuubl. [1o noxapa rycras
CTeHa NanopoTHUKOB OTAErNsANa ee OT ocTanbHOro nareps. Tenepb M3 3eMnn Top4ano BCero
HecKonbKo obropeBLunx ctebnen, Tak Yto OrHerpme 6e3 Tpyga pasrnggen YepHyo TpeLnHy B
ckarne, rae xuwna uenutenbHuua.

OcTtaHoBMBLUMCH NEpPeA CKarlon, OH BbINSIKOHYI Ha 3eMI0 pbiBy 1 3akpuyan:

— lMNenenuua!

Bckope 13 paclenvHbl nokasanachb cepasi Kolwayvbs rofoBKa.

— B uem?... Ax, ato Tbl, OrHerpus!

Menenvua ToponnMBO BbiCKOYMIA U3 newepbl U nogowna Kk Hemy. OrHerpmB ¢ TPEBOroOM
3amMeTwun, YTo ee Bceraa rnagkas wepcTtka B3bepolleHa, a ronybble rnasa notepsanm

NPUBbLIYHYIO ACHOCTb. [enenuua Bbirmnsagena ucnyraHHom n pactepaHHoN. «[JomKHO BbiTb,
onnakmeaeT Lepbatyto!» — pewwmn OrHerpms.



— Xopowwo, 4To Tbl Nnpuwen! — nuckHyna MNenenvua. — MHe HyXHO Koe-4TO Tebe ckasaTb.
— CHavana noewb, — nonpocun OrHerpus. — Msaun, Kpytob6ok nonman Ham pbIbKy ...

— Cnacunbo, — paccesiHHo oTtBeTuna lNenenvua. — Ho ega nogoxaet. OrHerpus, 3TON HOYbIO
3Be3gHoe nnemMs nocrano MHE COH.

YT0-TO B ee ronoce 3actaBuno OrHerpusa noxonoaetb. OH 0 CMX NOP HUKaK He Mor
NPUBLIKHYTb K TOMY, YTO €ro ManeHbKasi y4eHuLa npeepaTunach B HaCTOSILLYIO LENUTENbHULY,
KoTopasi XXMBET ogHa — 6e3 apyra u AeTen, TaliHO BCTPEYaeTCs C APYrMMU LEenUTensiMm n
BMECTE C HUMU KaKUM-TO HEBEPOSITHbIM 06pa3om obLiaeTcs ¢ AylwaMm 3Be30HbIX BOVHOB.

— O yem 6bIn coH? — cnpocun OrHerpuB. OH 1 cam He pa3 BUAeN BELLME CHbl, B KOTOPbIX
nony4an npegynpexaeHnst 0 ToM, YTo JOIMKHO Cry4nTbes B Grivkanwem oyaywiem. MMeHHo
NMO3TOMY €My Ka3anocCb, YTO OH fyylle Apyrnx cnocobeH NoHATbL To GrnaroroBeriHoe CMSITEHNME,
KOTopoe ucnbITbiBana cendyac lNenenuua.

— A He MOry TOYHO cKasaTb, — CMYLLUEHHO nogHana rnasa Nenenunua. — KaxeTcs, g cTtoana B
necy. A cnblwana, Kak YTo-To 6onbLIOe NPOANPAETCA CKBO3b Yallly, HO i HUKOro He Buaena. A

cnblwana ronoca — rpybble ronoca, U roBOpuM OHM HE MO Kowadybemy... Ho 8 noHnmana, 4o
OHu roBopunu. lonoc ee obopeanca. MicnyraHHo nepecTtynas nepeaHumn nankamu, MNenenuua
ycTpemuia NoTEMHEBLUNIA B3NS4 Kyda-TO B CTOPOHY.

— Y10 OHM roBopmnn? — HacTon4meo crnpocun OrHerpus.

— YT10-TO 04eHb cTpaHHoe! — noexunnack MNMenenvua. — OHM kpnyanu: «Ceopa, ceopal!» A no
ToM: «Y6uBan! Youmsan!»

— OrHerpuB egBa CMOr CKpbITb CBO€E pasodvapoBaHme. OH-TO Hagesancs, Yto 3ses3gHoe nnemsi
MOLUSIET MM KaKOW-HUOYOb Cepbe3HbI 3HaK, MOACKAXKET, Kak CNpPaBUTLCS C HACTOALLMMN
onacHOCTAMU-C BO3BbILLIeHNnEeM 3BesgoLlana, ¢ 6onesHbo CuHen 3Be3abl, ¢ nocneacTBUsAMU
noxapal

— Tbl NOHANA, YTO 3TO 3HAYUT? — YCTaNO CNPOCKIT OH.
MNMenenuua nokavana ronosoW, 1 B rnasax ee OrHerpue ¢ yauBreHnemM yBUaen HacTosLLWIA
CTpax — CIOBHO LenuTenbHMLA BUAerna Kakyl-To FpO3HYH OMacHOCTb, KOTOPYH OH MoKa Obis

He B cunax pa3maaeTb.

— He coBcem. BoamoxHo, korga s npuay k Beicokum Ckanam, 3Be3gHoe nnemsi OTKPOET MHe
Oonblue... A 3Hat Tonbko oaHO, OrHerpmMB, — Hac XAeT YTO-TO OYEHb MITOXOE.

«ByaTo Mano MHe ApyrMx HenpuaTHocTel!» — npoueaun npo ce6s OrHerpvs, a BCryx ckasarn:



— Mbl HE MOXXEM HUYEro NpeanpuHATb, Noka He y3HaeM 6onblue. MHe HY)KHO TOYHO 3HaTb, YTO
Hac xaeT! Tbl yBepeHa, YTO HMYero He nponyctuna?

Menenuua nevansHO kMBHyna. OrHerpmMB HaKMOHUICA N NAcKOBO NIU3HYM ee B YXO.

— He TpeBoxbceq, MNMenenuua. Ecnu 3Be3gHble OXOTHUKM XOTENU NpeaynpeaTb Hac O NreMeHn
TeHen, To Mbl 1 Tak yxe Hadeky! Obs3aTenbHO CKaXxn MHe, Korga Nony4vmilb Kakon-HMOyab 3HaK
U1 yBUANLLb HOBbIA COH.

B cneaytowmim MOMEHT OH TaK U MOACKOYUIT OT CTpaxa, yCrblilwas 3a CIIMHOW BO3MYLLEHHbI BOR:
— OrHerpus! Tbl 4TO, 4O Beyepa cobupaelbcs Tam npocnaeTb?!

NcnyraHo o6epHyBLUIMCE, OH yBUAEN BO3Me Kyun pasbspeHHyto MNMecyaHyto Bypto.

— MHe Hago naTn! — ToponmmMBO BCKOYMI OH.

— Ho...

— £ nogymato 0 TBOEM CHe, nagHo? — BbICTpo nepedbun ee OrHerpmB. Y HEro gaxe XUBOT
pasbonerncs, Tak emy 3axoTenocb Nockopee odyTuUTbCs Boarne NecyaHon bypu! — He 3abyab
npeaynpeauTb MeHs, ecrnv nonyyuLlb elle oauMH CoH!

Menenuua pasapaxkKeHHO nowesenurna ywKkamu.

— OrHerpus! A roeopto Tebe 0 nocnaHun 3Be3gHOro NIIEMEHN, a He 0 Kakon-HNbyab epyHae,
BpOAe Komtoukn B Wwybe! 3To kacaetcs Bcex Hac!

Mbl 4OMKHbI BbIACHUTbL, YTO O3HA4YaeT 3TOT COH!

— BoT Tbl 1 BbisicHM! Y Tebsi 3TO nony4mTcs ropasgo nydile, YeM Yy MeHs1 — Tbl Beib Y Hac
uenutenbHuua! — KpukHyn Ha 6ery OrHerpms.

MopnGeras k MNecyaHon bype, OH eLle kKakoe-To BpeMsi Aymarn O TOM, YTO MOr O3Ha4aTb 3TOT
Henenbl CoH. B ntobom crnydae oH He Gbif NPOpPOYECTBOM O HanageHun nnemenn TeHen, a
HM4TO Apyroe OrHerpmBa cendac He Becnokonno. Buenuslumnch 3ybammn B NoneBsky,

npunaceHHyto ans Hero nogpyron, OrHerpme Mmnrom 3abbin 0 CTpaHHbIX cnoax MNenenuubi.

OrHerpuvB cyoopOoXHO MbiTancs B3goxHYTh, paclapanaHHas Lweka ropena, CroBHO 060XoKkeHHast.
Koraa oH, HakoHel, HeykIntoxe NoAHANCS Ha Horu, BecHsiHka ucnyraHHo nonsitunacs.

— On, OrHerpuB! — B3BONMHOBaHHO NporieneTana oHa. — A Beab He nopaHuna Tebs, npasga?



— Yro ThI, BCe B Nopsigke! — npoxpunen rmawaran. — 31o bypaH Hayumn 1ebsa Takomy
npuemy? Hukorga ¢ Takum He BcTpevancs! MNMpocTo 3amevaTensHO!

Crapasicb He xpoMaTb, OH NOMMENCcs Ha ApPYrylo CTOPOHY oBpara, rae ero xaanv beictponarn,
Llapanka n Benbiw. CeroaHs ¢ yTpa OH peLuns NMYHO NPOBEPUTL GOEBbLIE HABbIKM OPY>KEHOCLIEB
1 cpaxkarcsl C KaXKablM OAVH Ha OAMH. Ycnexy Monoabix KOTOB NPUBENN ero B BocxulleHne. Bee
Tpoe obeLyanu ctatb OTIINYHBIMU BOMHAMM!

— A cyacTtnumBe, YTO Mbl U3 OOQHOIO NNemMeHn! — KpsxTs, 06bABMM OH opyxeHocuam. — He xoten
Obl 9 COMTUCL C BaMW B HacTosLLeln cxBaTke! Balln HacTaBHUKU CYUTAIOT, YTO Bbl FOTOBbLI CTaTb
BomHamn. CerogHsi coobuy 06 atom CunHen 3Besge.

BecHsiHKa, Llapanka v BeicTponan pagocTHO nepernsHynuck. benbiw, kak Bcerga, ctapancs
BbIMsAeTb paBHOAYLIHbLIM, HO FMa3a y Hero 3acnanu ot BocTopra.

— Ha cerogHsi Bce! — o6bsiBun OrHerpue. — lMNpexae YeM BepHYTLCS B Narepb, NOOXOTLTECH
AN cTapeuLlwmnH n kopornes. Mocne Toro kak oHW ByayT HakopMIEHbI, MOXETE NOeCTb CaMMu.

— Ecnu, KoHe4Ho, 4To-HMBYab ocTaHeTcs! — BypkHyn beicTponan.

OrHerpuB CTpPOro nocMoTpen Ha Hero. BbicTponan nepeHsin Bce NOBaKM CBOEro HacTaBHUKA U
NOPOW HaYMHarn HegoBOMbHO BOpYaThb, TOMb-B-TOYb Kak [JONIrOXBOCT, HO ceiyac, Ckopee BCero,
OH NPOCTO HeyAa4HOo NoLyTu. YeTBepo opyKeHOCLEB APYXKHO NOANPLIrHYMN 1 MOHECTUCH
BBEPX MO CKroHy oBpara. OrHerpus ycnbilwarn, kak Ha 6ery BecHsiHka kpukHyna benbiuy:

— Cnopum, st nonmato 6onblue guyn, 4em Tbi?!

OrHerpvB MegneHHo nocneaosan 3a HAMW. Heyxxenu n oH Korga-To Obin TakuMm xe
6e33ab0THbIM KOTMKOM? EMY Ka3anoch, ¢ Tex Nop NpoLusia uenast BeHHOCTb... TsKenbin rpy3
OTBETCTBEHHOCTW paHblLe BpeMeHM cocTtapun ero, nopov OrHerpus 4yBcTBOBan cebs
3HauMTENbHO cTapwe cambix Opaxnbix ctaperwnH. OgHy 3ab60Tbl CMeHSNUCb Opyrumu, u Tak
6e3 koHua. [po30BbIe KOThI yLeneny B oOrHe noxapa, Hayumnmncb OXOTUTBLCS B OMYCTEBLUEM fecy,
3aHOBO BOCCTaAHOBWIIN CBOW flarepb — HO Kakux ycunum ato um ctouno! Bece Gbinum go npegena
n3My4yeHbl U Hy>xganuck B nepeapiwke. Cam OrHerpmB Obin 3aHAT OT 3akaTa 40 paccBeTa, HO
KaXkayro HOYb, BO3BpaLLAsCb B CBOKO Manarky, OH AymMar O TOM, CKOMbKO eLle Hy>XHO caenatb!
«Hackonbko Hac elle xBaTUT? — BCe Yalle cnpaluman oH cebs. — C HacTynneHnem cesoHa
INuctonapa ctaHeT ele Taxenee!» Tem BpeMeHeM yuernesLune nocne noxapa fnctbs
HeyMonunmo KpacHenu u xxentenu. ConHue no-npexHemy spko cnsano B 6e3obnavyHom Hebe, HO
korga OrHerpvB nogHANCs Ha rpebeHb oBpara, 396KMn BETEPOK B3bEPOLUNI €ro PbIXYH0 LEPCTb.

MpuxpamblBasi, OH ycTano nonsencs B narepb. Y Bxoga OrHerpve nomMeanun 1 ornsgencsi.
YacTokon, HazHa4YeHHbI PyKOBOAUTb BOCCTAHOBIEHMEM Narepsi, NPUCTYNUI K YTENNEHUIO



newiepbl BOMHOB. EMy nomorasnu ,D,bIM 1 OBO€ HOHbIX OpYy>XeHOoCUueB — Yronek u TpOCTI/IHKa.

B npoTnBononoxHom koHue narepst OrHerpue 3ametun MNenenuuy. LlenuTenbHuua ¢ oxankou
KaKkux-TO TpaB Hanpaenanach Kk nanatke CTapenLyH.

B ueHTpe nonsHbl ABOE 3naTOWENKUHBIX KOTSAT Urpann ¢ KoTeHkoM [opHoOCTankm, a obe
KoponeBbl OrarocknoHHO Habnoaanu 3a HuMK u3 getcko. Cuasiasa Bosne Bxoga CuHernaska
30pKO obeperana CBOMX KPOLUEYHbIX Manbllwen oT ByMHOro Becenbsi CTapLUMX O30PHUKOB.

OrHerpuvB HEBOMbHO 3a4epKarcsi B3rnaaoM Ha ExxeBuuke, cTapluem koTeHke 3naToLuenku.
[ocTaTouHo 6bINo XOTb pa3 B3rMsHYTb HA 3TW CUNbHbIE NIEYN, LUMPOKMIA NO6 1 Kpyrnble
SIHTApPHbIE rnasa, 4Tobbl y3HaTb B NnonocaTtoM Manbiwe cbiHa 3Be3gouana. OT 31Ol Mbicnu
OrHerpuBy Kaxapbivi pa3 6biBano He nNo cebe, n OH NOCTOAHHO Goponcsa ¢ cobon. OH NpekpacHo
MOHMMA, HAaCKOMNbKO FMyMo U HEMeno OTHOCUTLCS C NOA03PEHMEM K OgHOMY ExxeBuyke, CroBHO
y PbiknHkM 6b1n apyron oteu! PasBe Manbilw BUHOBAT B TOM, YTO, B OTNIMYME OT CECTPbI,
yHacnegosarn OTLOBCKYH BHELWHOCTb?! M MOXXHO v B3BanuBaTh HAa HECMbILLIIEHOTO KOTEHKA
BMHY 3a NPECTYNNEeHNst 0TLa, KOTOPOro OH AaXe He MNOMHUT!

3arto OrHerpmB npekpacHO NOMHUI, Kak BO BpeMsi NoXapa KpolleYHbin ExxeBuyka xanobHo
nnakan Ha BeTKe nbinatollero agepesa. Torga OrHerpue cnac ero ot CMepTu, HO MoKa OH
BblTackvMBan u3 nnameHu cbiHa 3Besgouana, oroHb nperpagun LWepbaton gopory K cnaceHuio.
OrHerpuB 0O CMX MOP HE MOr NPOCTUTL ExxeBuYke TOro, 4Yto, cnacas eMy »u3Hb, OH HEBOJbHO
6pocun B 6eae Lepbatyto. Heyxenu oH NoXXepTBOBan XWU3HbO CTapon LenuTenbHuLbl, YTobbI
cnacTu cbiHa npegarensa?

OTyasHHbIN NCK pa3garncsa ua knybka 6oprowwmxcs KoT4aT. [Nonocatbin ExxeBnyka onpokuMHyn
lopHocTanknHoro CHexxka, npuKar ero K 3emrne 1 B ynoeHuu nonocosarn KOrTsiMu.

340poBeHHbIN Genbiii KOTEHOK OTYAsIHHO BepeLlarn, Aaxe He AyMas 3aliMLaThbCs.

OrHerpuvB BbICKOYMI Ha NONsiHY, noaneten k ExeBnyke M cUNbHbIM yaapoM oTepocun ero B
CTOPOHY.

— [oBonbHO! — psABKHYN OH. — YTO Tbl cebe nossonsiewb?! TeMHO-6ypblii KOTEHOK NOAHANCSH C
3eMNn U, HacynMBLLMCb, NOCMOTPEN Ha rnawaras.

— A cnywato! — nosTopun OrHerpus.
ExxeBn4yka HETOPONNNBO OTPAXHYMCS.
— Hwnyero s He no3sonato! Mel npocTo urpaem!

— lMpocTo urpaete? Torga novyemy CHEXOK OpeT, Kak 6e3yMHbIN?



AHTapHble rMasa KoTeHKa NoTeMHEeNW, OH YAUBMEHHO NoLIeBenun nnevyamu 1 OTBETUM:

— OTtkyaa g 3Ha? OH BoOOGLLE HE YMEET NpaBuUibHO UrpaTb, BOT.

— ExeBunuka! — BocknukHyna 3nartowlenka, noaxoas K kotatam. — CKOMbKo pa3 MHe
NOBTOPSATb O4HO M TO Xe? ECNK KTO-TO KPUYMT, HY)KHO HEMEeeHHO OTnycTuUThb ero! U He rpybun
OrHerpuBy. Hagetocb, Tbl He 3abblif, YTO pa3roBapuBaellb C HaLWMM rnawartaem?

ExxeBunyka 6bicTpo nokocuncs Ha OrHerpmea 1 OTBEN rnasa.

— MpocTtn, OrHerpmB, — HEXOTHA NpobopmoTan OH.

— Hwuyero ctpawHoro. Moctaparica 6onblue Tak He genatb, — npoueann OrHerpus.

ExxeBuuka otbexan oT Hero 1 nofdoLlen K pacnpocteptomy Ha 3emne CHexky. fopHocTalka
CKINOHMMAch Haf CBOMM HEYKIHOXKUM MarbILOM M JTaCKOBO BblfM3biBana eMy LEPCTKY.

— Hy xe, CHexxouek! — npurosapvBana oHa. — BctaBan, getka, Tebe xe coBcem He 60MnbHO!

— BcTtaBai, CHexok! — gobasun ExxeBudka, NM3HyB NpUATENS B YX0. — £ He XoTen, YeCTHoe
cnoBo. BctaBan n gasan urpats! Xodewsb, Tenepb Tol Oyaewbs npegsoantenem?

TyT B pasroBop BMelLanack cectpa ExxeBuuku, PobknHka. OHa cugena 4yTb noogans,
akKypaTHO 0GBMB XBOCTUKOM Narnku.

— [a Hy ero! — npeHebpexunTensHO MaykHyna oHa. — OH gypaukuin. He ymeeTt urpatb B
WHTEpeCHble Urpbl!

— PbpkuHka! — pasosnunacbh 3nartoluenka u NeroHbKo WnenHyna AoYky no yxy. — He 6yap
Takom ragkon! YTto ¢ BaMn cerogHs TBOPUTCS, NPOCTO yMa He Npunoxy!

CHexXoK no-npexHeMmy nexarn Ha 3emse, U MaTepu NpULLNOCh NOAHSATL ero 3ybamu 3a LUMBOPOT.

— MoXeT ObITb, 0TBeCTM ero K [Nenenuue? — yyactnmeo npeanoxun OrHerpms FOpHOCTalKe.
— lMyCcTb NOCMOTPUT, HE NOPAHMUIICH NN OH.

[opHOCTanka pesko obepHynacbh 1 3nobHO NocMoTpena Ha rnawartas.
— Moe antaTko ueno n HeeBpegumo! — npoueanna oHa. — YK He XO4eLlb N Tbl CKa3aTb, YTO S
Na0X0 NpUrMaAbIBao 3a CBOMM cokpoBullem?! — OTBepHyBLUMCH OT OrHerpumea, oHa

noaxeaTtusa cBOEro CbiIHOYKa 1 NOBOJIOKIa €ro B AETCKYHO.

— OHa 4yepecuyp ero onekaet, — co B3goxoM nosicHuna OrHerpusy 3nartowenka. — A gymato,



3TO M3-3a TOro, YTO Y HEE BCEro OAMH CbIHOK, — A0GaBuna oHa U ¢ JTacKOBOW YrblOKoW
MoCMOTperna Ha CBOMX Marsblllel, KOoTopble, No3abbiB 0 CHeXKe, BECENO TY3WUnun ApYr APYXKKY.

OrHerpuB cen psaoM ¢ KopornesBow. EMy 661110 HEMHOMO CTbIAHO 3a TO, YTO OH TOMBKO YTO C
Takon 3nobon Habpocunca Ha ExeBuuky.

— Tbl y>Ke ckasana um, YTo ux oTel, cTan npeasoauTenemM nnemeHn TeHen? — erne CribIWHO
CMPOCUN OH.

— Hert, — nckoca nornggena Ha Hero 3natowwerika. — 3ayemM? OHM Ha4YHYT XBacTaTbCs, U
KTO-HMOYAb HEMPEMEHHO paccKaXXeT UM BCIO NpaBay o 3se3gouane.

— PaHo unn no3gHo oHun Bce paBHO Y3HAKT, — BO3pa3un’l OFHerVIB.

KoponeBa CKIMOHMINa ronosy 1 npuHAnacb 0KeCToO4eHHO BblNMM3biBaTb CBOK CBETIO-PbIXKYH
TPYAKY.

— £ BUXY, KaK Tbl HA HUX CMOTPWULLL, — BHE3aAMNHO ckasana oHa. — OcobeHHO Ha ExxeBuuky.
Mo cbIH He BMHOBAT, YTO NOXOX Ha 3Be3gouanal Ho He TonbKo Tbl — BCE OCTanbHbIE TOXE
CMOTPSIT Ha Hero ¢ nogo3peHnemM. — Koponesa 3agymMymBO NM3Hyra CBO Nanky v 3aBena ee
3a yx0. — # xo4y, 4To6bl MOV AETKM BbIPOCN CHACTNIMBLIMU, YTOObI OHN HE UCMbITbIBANN BUHbI
3a TO, YTO CIy4MrocChb 3a40Mro 4o Ux nosiefeHns Ha ceeT. BoamoxHo, Tenepsb, korga 3sesgouan
cTan npeasoautenem, Mos MevTta coyaetcs. KTo 3HaeT, MoXeT 6bITb, MO AETKN eLle CMoryT
ropanTbCs CBOMM OTLIOM.

OrHerpmB CMyLLEHHO noLleBenun ywamu. Xoten 6bl OH BEPUTb B TO, YTO Tak OHO 1 ByaeT!

— 3Haelwb, oHM 06a o4veHb yBaxatrT Tebsi, — npogormkana 3naTtowerka. — OcobeHHo nocne
TOrO, Kak Tbl cnac ExxeBunyky n3 orHs.

OrHerpuB coBceM pacTtepsincs. Emy 6bino MyuntenbHo cTbligHo. OH 3Har, YTo He UMeEeT npasa
MMOX0 OTHOCUTBLCSI K TEMHO-OYpOMY MarblLLy, HO, Kak HU cTaparicsi, Bce paBHO BUAEN B HEM
NVLWb TEHb €ro NpecTynHoro oTua!

— MHe kaxeTcs, Tbl caMm OOMMKEH pacckasaTtb MM 0 3Be3agouane, — npogosikana 3nartowlenka,
noBopaymnBasicb K Hemy. — B kOHLe KOHLOB, Tbl rnawaTan! Mm 6ygeTt nerde ysHatb 00 3TOM OT
Tebs. S He COMHEBAIOCh, YTO Thl pacckaxellb UM npasay!

— Thbl... Tbl X04eLWb, 4TOObLI A pacckasan um npsamMo cendac? — nponenetan OrHerpus. B
cnoBax 3naToLenkn emy ICHO nochnblwancs Bol3oB. — Ho noyemy?

— Her, cenvac elue paHo, — ycnokouna ero koposiesa. — [loka Tbl He roTOB caenartb 3T0.
Pacckaxu nm, Kkorga noyyBCTBYeLLb, YTO MPULLIIO BPEMSI.



TonbKo He 3aTarmean, npowy Tebs.
OrHerpvB NOCIyLWHO CKIOHWI FrOMNoBY.

— A Tak n cgenato, 3natowerikal — noobewan oH. — A nocTapalchb pacckasaTb MM Kak
MOXXHO OCTOPOXXHee, YTOObl HEe PaHUTb.

Mpexae Yem 3natowenika ycnena oTBeETUTb, K Hen nogdexann ExeBnyka ¢ PbDKMHKON.

— MOXHO MbI CXO0AMM K cTapenumHam? — cnpocun Exesnyka. [Masa ero ceepkanu. — beayx
pacckaxeT Ham ckaskun. MoxHo?

— KoHeuHo, — nackoBo 3amypribikana 3naTowerika. — bygbre xopowmmm KoTaTamu,
npuHecuTe emy 4To-HNMBYab BKYCHEHbKOE M3 o6Luen Kyyun. I Bo3BpalLanTech A0 3akaTa,
NOHANN?

— MoHsanun! — kpukHyna PbkuHKa 1 noHecnack Yepes narepb. Ha 6ery oHa obepHynach u
KpukHyna 6paty: — A npuHecy besyxy mbiwky!

— Her, a! — 3aBonun ExeBunyka, 6pocasicb e BOOTOHKY.

— lMocmoTtpu Ha Hux, OrHerpus! — ckasana 3nartowlerika, CHoBa NOBOpadnBasaCh K rnawlatato.
— O6bACHM MHE, YEM OHW OTNNYAKTCA OT APYrMX KOTAT? YecTHO Tebe ckaxy, S He BMXY B HUX
HM4Yero nnoxoro!

Koponesa BcTana, faBas NOHATb, YTO He HYyXJaeTcd B OTBETE, U TLATENbHO OTPSXHYNa narnku,
npexae Yem BOMTU B AeTckyto. OrHerpMs Monya cMOTpen Ha Hee, Noka OHa He CKpbinach B
3apocnax exesukn. Hy n gexex! lNMoxoxe, OH cymen nonactb B HEMUIOCTb Cpa3sy K 06enm
koponesam! PasymeeTcs, 3naTtowenika emy 4OBEPSIET, HO BPSS N OHA NPOCTUT EMY
OTKPOBEHHYI0 HentoboBb K ExxeBuuke! K coxxaneHuto, OrHerpmB Tak n He Hayumsncs CKpbiBaTb
CBOW YyBCTBA...

B30oxHyB, OH NogHANCA Ha Nanbl. [opa oTnpaBnNATbL Be4epHU NaTpysb. [loBepHyBLUMCH
CMVHOM K OETCKOWN, OH 3aMeTus Henogarneky 30roTuCTyro cnvHy byporo. Cyas no Bcemy,
MOSOA0M BOUH XOTEN O YeM-TO C HUM MOrOBOPUTb.

— Yrto-TO cnyumnock? — cpagdy cnpocun OrHerpums.

— He 3Hato, — 4yecTHO oTBeTUN bypbin. — NMpoCTO S criydanHo BUAEM, YTO 34eCb MPOU3O0LLSIO. ..

9710 KacaeTtcsa NoOpHOCTaNKNMHOIO koTeHka, OrHerpms.



— Hapgetocb, Tbl He cobupaellbes ckasaTb, YTO 9 Obln CAMWKOM cTpor Kk ExxeBnyke?! —
B3Buncsa OrHerpme.

Het, OrHerpus, 4to Tbl! MpocTo... MHe kaxeTcs1, 4To co CHEXKOM YTO-TO HenagHo.

— C Hum Bce byaeT nagHo, Kak TOnbKo CbiH 3Be3gouana nepectaHeT ero KonotuTtb!

— /1 B 3TOM He yBepeH, — ynpsiMo Bo3pasusn bypblii.

Bot 1yT OrHerpuB ucnyrasncs no-Hacrosiwemy. OH 3Han, 4To paccyauTenbHbin bypbin HUKorga
He cTaHeT nonycTy nogHumatb Tpesory. OH rnyGoKo B3OOXHYN U NONbITancsa yCrnokouTb
OeLleHylo NASICKy cepaua.

— loBopU, — npuKasan oH.

— A faBHO K HEMY NpucMmaTpusBatocb, — Hadan bypbii, CMYLLEHHO Lapanas 3eMiko KorTamMmmn, —
MHe... MHe noka3anochb, YTO Tbl XO4eLlb AaTb €r0 MHe B OPY>XeHOCUbI, BOT S U peLuuns 3apaHee
npurmageTbesa K manbiwy. OrHerpmB, 3T0 O4eHb CTPaHHbIN KOTEHOK. OH He nrpaer, Kak 0OblYHble
kotaTta. OH He oTBeyvaeT, Korga Kk HeMy obpawatoTcs. Thl XKe 3Haellb, YTO Takoe HOPMarnbHbIN,
300poBbIn KoTeHoK! OH ckayeT, BCloay CyeT CBOW HOC, urpaeT — HO CHeXOK coBceM He Takow! H
Aymato, 4YTo OH He3opoB. Ero Hy>kHO cpo4HO nokasaTb lNenenuue.

— A TONbKO YTO NpeasioKun caenartb 370, Tak FOpHOCTanKa MHe YyTb rnasa He Bbllapananal

— Bo3MoXHO, OHa NpoCTO He XOo4eT Npu3HaBaTb, YTO C ee MarbllOM YTO-TO HenagHo! —
BOCKIUKHYN Bypbint.

OrHerpuB 3agymancsa. B camom gene, no cpaBHEHMIO C OCTarnbHbIMU KOTATamMn CHEXOK
BbIrNsiAen oYeHb BANbIM M 6e3yyacTHbIM. OH 6blf1 HAMHOMO cTapLue 3naToWeNKMHbIX AETOK, HO

CUNbHO OTCTaBal1 OT HUX B pa3BUTUN.

— Cnacunbo, 4To Nnpeaynpeavn MeHsi, — ckasarn OH HakoHel,. — A JOSMKEH CHavyana noroBopuTb
¢ NMenenuuen. Hagetocb, oHa HarMaeT cnocob OCMOTPETb Mankiwa, He pasgpaxas [opHoCTanKy.

— Cnacunbo, OrHerpms, — € 3aMeTHbIM obreryeHnem oTBeTu Bypbin.

— lMNocTon-ka! — 3ageprxan ero OrHerpme. — Tbl HE MOT Obl BO3rNaBUTb BEYEPHUIA NATPYNb?
Bosbmu ¢ cobon Knuctouky n YepHobypky.

— KoHeuHo, OrHerpus! — BbITAHYNCA B CTPYHKY Bypbiin. — A cenvac e nobery pasbiwy mnx!

Bbicoko 3agpaB XBOCT, OH MOHECCA Ha MNMOoNAHY. OH 6bin YKe Ha PacCTOAHNUN HECKOJIbKUX JNTUCbUX



NPbIPKKOB OT OFHerVIBa, Korga rnawaTan cHoBa OKJTMKHYI €ero:

— On, bypbin! — papgocTtHo 3akpuyan oH. — Korga CHexok 6yaeTt rotos, s 06s13aTenbHO
nonpowy CuHioo 3Be3gy otaaTtb ero tebe B opyxeHocubl!

[o pasroeopa c Nenenuuen OrHerpue pewmnn cxoantb K CnHen 3Be3ge 1 NOCOBETOBATLCS C
Hewr No NoBoAy LepeMOHUM NOCBALLEHNS opyeHocueB. Ha ero cyactbe, Cunas 3Besaa cuagena
nepea ckanon n rpenacb Ha conHbiwke. OrHerpme obpagoBarncs, peLmB, YTO OHa UAET Ha
nonpaeky, HO, nogonas 6nuxe, CHoBa NoviMan NycToW, yCTanbl B3rNs4 CUHUX rnas v yBuaen
HETPOHYTYIO MbILLKY, Nexallyto y nan npeaBoanTenbHULbI.

— A, at0 Tbl, OrHerpms! — npuseTtcTBoBana ero CuHsasa 3sesga. — Yem s mory tebe nomoub?
— Y MeHsi xopolwume HoBocTU, CuHss 3Besfga! — ¢ genaHHbIM OXUBMEHNEM BOCKIUKHYI
OrHerpuB. — CerogHsa A npoBepsn 60eBble HABbIKM YETbIPEX CTapLUMX OpyKeHocueB. Bce oHu

nokasasnu OTNN4YHYI0 NOAroToBKY. ,El,ymaro, npuLno BpemMa NoCBATUTb UX B BOUHBbI.

— CTrapLume opyxeHocubl? — cMmyLLeHHO nepecnpocuna CuHas 3se3ga. — lMocTton, o Kom 3To
Tbl roBopuwb? Heyxenn MNManopoTHuk ¢ MNenentowkon Tak 6bicTpo nogpocnn?

Y OrHerpuBa ynano cepgue. CuHas 3Besfa yxke He NoMHUa CBOMX OpyeHocLeB!

— Hert, CuHsasa 3Be3ga! — TepnenmBo nosicHun oH. — A roBopto o benbiwe, BecHaHke,
BeicTponane u Llapanke.

CuHsaa 3Be3ga HegoOBOMbHO MOEXunach.

— Nx 51 1 umena B Buay! — cepauto 6ypkHyna oHa. — Tbl Xo4ellb MOCBATUTL UX B BOMHbI?
Bcex yetBepbIx? Torga... HanomMHKU-ka MHe, KTO MX HaCTaBHUKN?

— A HacTaBHWK Benbiwa, — Havan OrHerpmB, cTapasicb, YTOObI APOXb B rofloce He Bblgana ero
oT4yasaHust. — OcTanbHbIX oby4anu [JonroxeocT...

— Yto?! — nepebuna ero CuHas 3ee3ga. — [onroxsoct?! 3T0T... 3TOT npuatens 3se3gouanal
Kak Mbl MOrnun gatb opy>xeHocua BOMHY, KOTOPOMY He foBepsiem?!

— [onroxsocT He nowlen 3a 3Be3aouanoM 1 octancs BepeH [po3oBoMy nnemMeHun, —
HanomHun OrHerpums.

— OT0 HU4ero He 3HaunT! — dbipkHyna CuHss 3Be3ga. — Mbl Bce paBHO HE MOXEM eMy
poBepaTb! M HUKomy 13 HUX He MoxeM aoBepaTb! Bce oHM npegartenu, a 3HauumT, BocnuTanm
HOBbIX Npeaartenen! Hn oguH n3 9TUX OpPY>KEHOCLIEB HUKOIAA HE CTAHET BOMHOM, Tbl crbiwan? A
3anpewato! — OHa nomonyana, rmags Ha oHemeBLero oT usymnenna OrHerpmea, U, BHeE3anHo



CMSArYMBLUNCHL, AoGaBuna: — Tbl OANH BEpPEH MHE, OFHerVIB! Tonbko TBOEMY BOCMNUTAHHUKY A
NO3BOSIO CTaTb BOMHOM. OcTanbHble nyCTb BE4HO OCTaloTCA opymeHocuaMM!

OrHerpuB Tak 1 3amep C pa3uHyTbiM pTOM. «YTO Xe Tenepb genaTtb? — 6eCnOMOLLHO AyMarn OH.
— Kak oTHeceTcs nnems K ToMy, 4To benbliw, eqUHCTBEHHbIV U3 BCEX OPY>XEHOCLIEB,
yOOCTOUTCS YecTu cTaTb BOMHOM?! Kpome Toro, a1a Hesacny)XeHHast Harpaga MOXET COCINYXUTb
AypHyto cnyx6y aep3komy 6enocHexxHomy koTuky! Elle ctaHeT, Yyero gobporo, 3agupatb HOC
nepes CBOMMW HeCnpaBeaIMBO OOMKEHHBbIMM TOBapULLLAMMU. .. »

OH rny60oKo B340XHYM, NblTasiCb CNPaBUTLCA C NOACTYNAaloLLEN NaHUKON. TonbKo Tenepb OH A0
KOHL@ oco3Han, 4to o3Ha4anu cnosa CuHen 3Be3aibl. Tpoe OpyXeHOCLEB HUKOrAa He CTaHyT
BOMHAaMW, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO MMEHHO Ternepb OHM TaK HY>Hbl CBOEMY NnnemeHwu!

Ho oH 3Han, 4yto GecnonesHo gaxe neitatbcs nepeybeants CuHioo 3Be3gy...

— C-cnacubo, CuHsaa 3sesga!l — BblaaBuIl OH, NOAHUMAsACh. — Tbl 3HaELUb, MHE KaXkeTcs,
ny4lle Ham NOBPEMEHUTL C LepeMOHMen. [lononHuTenbHas TpeHMPOBKa HUKOrga He nomelaet!

OH BCcTan u 6bICTpO nowuen npoYb, a CuHana 3Be3na nuulb paccedaHHO nocMoTpera emMmy Bcnea.

masa V

ConHue yXe KIMOHUIOCh K FOPU3OHTY, U ANVHHbIE TEHWN ynanu Ha BbIrOPEBLUYIO NOMsSHY, Korga
OrHerpuB gob6pancs o yronka uenutenbHuubl. [Nenenuua cugena B cBoen newepe, AenoBUTO
nepebupasd 3anacskl Tpas, noatoMy OrHerpmMs OCTaHOBUIICA BO3Ne nopora v nepeckasan eu
cnosa byporo.

— [opHOCTankMH KOTEHOK? — nepecnpocuna lNenenvua n 3agyMynBo collypunach. —
KaxeTc4, 94 noHMMato, 0 YeM Tbl FOBOPULLIb. A MOCMOTPIO €ro.

— Tonbko 6yab nooctopoxHee ¢ MNopHocTarkon! — 6os3nueo npeagynpeann OrHerpme. —
Korga s npegnoxun otBectn CHexka K Tebe, OHa MHe YyTb HOC He oTkycunal

— He yameutensHo! — dbipkHyna MNMenenvua. — Kaxaas koponesa yBepeHa, YTo ee MarnbiL
nydywe Bcex! He 6ecnokonics, OrHerpus, 9 pasbepych, B 4em Tam Aeno. Tonbko He cenyac, —
pobaBuna oHa, crpebas MOXKeBENOBbIE Ar0AKM B aKKypaTHYHO Ky4Ky. — Y>e N034HO, 3a4eM Ux



TPEBOXMUTb nepes cHoM? A 3aBTpa A yXOXy K Beicokon Ckane.

— Yxe? — nopasuncsa OrHerpvs. 3a Bcemu XnonoTaMmm OH COBCEM He 3aMeTUIT, Kak nponeTenu
OHN.

— 3aBTpa HO4YblO HacTynuT HoBonyHue. Bee uenutenu npuayT k Beicokon Ckane. 3aBTpa
3Be3gHoe NnemMsi NONTHOCTLIO packpoeT Mou cunbl! — MNenenuua nokonebanack U TUXO
nobasuna: — Lepbatasa gomkHa Gblna NnonTn BMECTe CO MHOW, YTOObI NpeacTaBnTb MEHS
3Be34HOMY NMEMEHM KaK HaCTOALLYIO LenuTenbHuLy. A Tenepb MHE NPUAETCA OAHON NPOUTK
3TOT 00psan. — [Masa ee 3aBoNnokna rpycrb, B3rnga4 yCTpeMuUnicst B HegocTynHyto OrHerpumsy
panb. «OHa yxoauT oT MeHa! — ¢ Tockon noHan OrHerpus. — YXoguT B MUP BELLUX CHOB U
TAMHCTBEHHbIX 3HAMEHWIA, yXOaUT Tyda, Kyda s HAKOr4a He CMOry ConpoBoXaaTb eel»

— Tbl gormkHa B3aTb C cobom Koro-Hnbyab 13 BOMHOB! — BCNyX ckasan oH. — B npowwnbi pa3
CuHaga 3Besga xotena nponTu K Beicokon Ckane, Ho naTpynb nnemeHn Betpa He nponycTtun ee
yepes CBO TeppuTopuio!

lMenenuua cHUCXoQMTENBHO nocMoTperna Ha Hero.

— He BonHyiics, OrHerpm. XoTtena 6bl 9 NOrMsiAeTb HAa NaTpyfb, KOTOPbIA OCMENUTCS
nperpaguTb gopory LenutensHuue! 3Be3gHoe nnemsa HUKOrga He NPoCTUT Takoro cedaToTaTcTaal
— Jlnuo ee NnpoAcHUNOCH, B rnasax 3ansisicanu 030pHble NCKOPKN. — HO Tbl MOXeLlb
npoBoanTbL MeHA Ao YeTbipex [lepeBbeB. Ecnu, KOHEYHO, HE NOBOULLILCA HEHAZOMIO OCTaBUTb
Mecuanyto bypto.

— [axe He NoHMMato, 0 YeM Tbl FOBOPULLL! — cMyLLEeHHO npomMsimnun OrHerpme. Ha camom
Aerne OH nNpekpacHo NOMHUN, kak ybexan obenatb ¢ lNecyaHow bypen, He pocnywas MNenenuuy,
1 3Han, YTO He3acnyXeHHo obuaen CBOK cepyto NoapyxKy. — NecyaHasa Bypsa Ha pacceeTe
noBeAeT naTpynb U NpeKkpacHo cnpasBuTca 6e3 MeHsa! — rpoMKo 3asBun oH. — A NpoBOXy Tebs
K YeTbipem [epeBbam!

PacceeT BblAancs cbipbiM U MIUCTbIM. Cepble KOCMbl TyMaHa Knyounmnce Mexay MOKpbIMU
Aepesbsimn. OrHerpuB ¢ Menenuuen monya Gexanu no necy. benblie obnaka ctenunuce No
3emrie, 3armnyLias Wopox KX nan, NokpbiBasi LUepCTb KannsiMy cBepkatoLen Bnaru. Kakas-to
nTULa TPeBOXHO 3aKkpuyana Hag ronosoit OrHerpyea, U OH Aaxke NoAnpbIrHyn oT
HeoXnaaHHOCTU. BrnepBble B XM3HM OH Gosinca coUTbCa ¢ Aoporn 1 3abnyanTbes B 9TOM
HEe3HaKOMOM, TaUHCTBEHHOM fiecy.

Ho korga oHu nepexoamnu pyyen, TyMaH Hadan noTUXOHbKY paccemBaTtbhCs, a Ha rpebHe xonva
nepeq YetbipbMs [lepeBbAMU UX BCTPETUIIO OCNENUTENbHOE ComHue. YeTbipe moryumx gyba
BO3BbILLAMNNCL NEPEN HUMU, U KPOHbI X FOPEny TEMHbLIM 30/10TOM B NpeaaBepum Ormskoro
ce3oHa Jluctonaga.



Menenuua LLYMHO B3OXHYINa U CTpAaxHyna pocCy C WepCTun.

— Bort 310 300poBo! A T0 5 yk 6osinack, YTO MHE NPUAETCA MO 3anaxy HaxoauTb OOPOry K
Bbicokon Ckane! A Beab TonNbko oamH pa3 Obina Tam, 4a u To xoguna He ogHa, a co Lepbaton.

OrHerpuB ToXXe He MOr caepaTb pagocTu npu Buae ceeta. OH ¢ HacnaXxaeHem NoTsHyncs,
OTKPbI POT U NPUHIOXANCS, HaAesaCh ydysiTb Grn3Kyto 406bIY.

Ho BMecTO atoro B HEGO eMy yaapun peskumn kowadum 3anax. lNnemsa TeHen! OrHerpus
Hanpsircsi, ObICTPO NOCMOTPEN MO CTOPOHAM — U TYT Xe crierka paccrnabuncs, 3ameTns
Hacmopka, cnyckaBLuerocs B fIOWUHY CO CTOPOHbI NrieMeHn TeHen. Hacmopk 6bin uenutenem,
a 3Ha4MT — He ObIn Bparom. Llenutenun ctosanu Hag nnemMeHHOn BpaXgon, Tak 3aBeLarno
3Be3gHoe nnems.

Hacmopka conpoBoxaarn eLie oanH BOUH 13 niemMeHn TeHen.
— Kaxetcs, Tebe He npuaeTtcs nyTewwecTBoBaTb B 0AMHOYKY! — cka3an OrHerpus Nenenuue.

Korga koTbl cnyctunuck BHU3, OrHerpus y3Harn BouHa, conpoBoxaasLiero Hacmopka. v
okasancs NepbiwKo, BypbI KOTUK, KOTOPLIN KOraa-To edea He ymep oT 6onesHu,
onycTowaswen nnems TeHen. Co ceoum apyrom benorpyasim MNepbIWwKo nonbiTancs cnacTucb
OT CMepTn Ha TeppuTopum po3oBoro nnemeHn. CrnHas 3eBe3ga oTkasana HecHacTHbIM B
nomoLuun, Ho MNenenuua B TaHe OTO BCEX NPUIOTUMNA UX U Nevnna Ao Tex nop, noka oHu He
CMOIN CaMy BEPHYTbLCA B PO4HOE NIeM4.

OpgHako Bckope nocne atoro benorpyaeii normb. 3To cny4mnock, Korga 3eesgoLlan co CBOEW

GaHgon Hanan Ha naTpynb po3oBoro nnemeHu. Meitaack yoexaTb, KOTUK BbICKOYMN Ha
Mpemsawyto Tpony un 6bin pacTep3aH YyO4oBULLEM. ..

YBuaes lNepbiwko, OrHerpme cHavyana n3ymuncsi, a notom obpagosancs. bypbii KOT Bbirnsiaen
300POBbIM U CUIbHBIM, BUAMMO, 6ONE3Hb NOMHOCTBLIO OTNyCTUNA Ero.

— [No6poe yTpo! — Beceno npusetcTBoBan nx Hacmopk. — Pag Buaetb 1ebs, MNMenenvual!
OTnu4HbIN Bblgancs geHek ans nytewectaus!

Mepbiwko BEXNMBO noknoHunca OrHerpmey, a NOTOM NOTEPCs HOCOM O Hoc MNenenuubl.
— 4 paga cHoBa BuaeTb Tebs 3gopoBbiM! — ynbIGHYNack oHa.

— Bce Gnarogapsi Tebe! — otBeTun NepbIKo U TYT Xe C ropAocTbio Aobasun: — A 4 Tenepb
yyeHunk Hacmopka!



— Heyxenn? MNMosgpaenst! — 3amypneikana Nenenuua.

— N 3Tum 49 ToxXe 06513aH Tebe! — ropsiuo BOCKNMKHYN KOTUMK. — Korga mMbl Obiriv ©60MbHbI, Thi
ofHa 3Hana, 4To AenaTb. Koraa mbl Bo3Bpalllanuck B CBOe Miems, Tbl Aana Ham ¢ cobon
uenebHbix TpaB — 1 oHM nomornu! Ecnu 6bl He Tbl, Mbl HE CyMenu Gbl CNAacTh CTOSMbKO XMU3HEN!
£ xo4y cTaTb HAaCTOALMM LienuTenem, Takmwm, Kak Tbl!

— Y Hero ecTb cnocobHocTu, — npusHan Hacmopk. — Kpome Toro, lMNepbIwKko nposiBun
GonbLIOe MYXXeCTBO, BEPHYBLUNCH B 3apaXkeHHbI farepb C LenebHbIMn TpaBamu. XKanb TonbKo,
yTo Benorpyapblii He 3axoTen nocrenoBaTtb ero NPUMepy...

— BoT kak? — ¢ AenaHHbIM nsymneHmem nepecnpocun OrHerpme. OH peLlumnn BoCnosib30BaTbCs
Crny4YaeM U BbISICHUTb, YTO U3BECTHO MNrieMeHn TeHel o ToM, kak norné ux cobpar.

MepbIWKO rpyCTHO NoKMBan ronoBon. — OH He 3axoTen BEPHYTbCS B flarepb BMECTe CO MHOW,
6osicb cHoBa 3apa3nTbcsi. — OH 3aXXMypuUIcs, CroBHO OT 6onn. — Yepes HeCKoNbKo OHEN
nocne Moero Bo3BpaLleHna Mbl HaLLmmM ero Teno Boarne pemsiien Tponol.

— MHe o4eHb xanb, — npobopmotan OrHerpms. HekoTopoe BpeMsi OH konebarncsa, CTouT nu
pacckasaTb UM, Kak Bce Oblno Ha caMoMm aene, Ho nepegyman. Bpsag nu Mepbiwky 6yaet
NPUATHO y3HATb O TOM, YTO X HOBbIA NPEeABOAUTENDb MMEET CaMOE HENOCPEACTBEHHOE
OTHOLUEeHWe K cmepTn ero apyra! Kpome Toro, benorpyabin ymep, a 3HauuT, Hezadem YepHUTb
€ro namsTb B rfasax ConsieMeHHMKOB. 3a4emM UM 3HaTb, YTO, CTpaLlacbk CMepTU OT BonesHu,
Benorpyapii npumkHyn k 6ange Korts 1 nonnatuncs 3a 3710 XU3Hbo?

MNenenvua nackoBo Npwxanach Liekon k 6ypomy 6oky lMepbiwika. YceBLlIMCh Ha TENNYO Tpagy,
OHa B3MaxoM XBOCTa Npurnacuna y4yeHunka npucecTb psidoM U NpUHANach paccnpalunsatb ero
06 ycnexax B 0BydyeHun.

— Hapetocs, cenvac y Bac Bce Hanagunocb? — ocTopoxHo cnpocun OrHerpus y Hacmopka.
Emy o4eHb xoTenock nonpocutb Lenutens 6biTb OCTOpOXXHee co 3Be30Lanom, HO OH He 3Har,
Kak caenaTb 9TO, HE pacckasbiBasi 0 Tpareauun Ha pemsallen Tpone.

— lMNoxoxe, YTO Aa, — TakK e OCTOPOXXHO OTBETWUN LienuTeNnb. — BnepBble 3a MHOMO NyH Mbl
eaVM 0ChITa, a Hally OPY>KEHOCLIbl TPEHUPYHOTCS, Kak creayeT.

— OTpagHo cnbiwaTte! — npobopmotan OrHerpms 1, nokonebasLuMCh, C TPYAOM BbidaBun: — A
41O 6GpoaArn? — HukTo He BGbin 0cobo pag ux Npuxoay B NremMs, — Haxmypunca Hacmopk. —
MeHs camoro odeHb BCTPEBOXUITO MX NosiBneHue. Ho noka oHn BegyT cebsa cnokomHo. Kpome
TOrO, OHN CUJTbHbIE BOMHbI, C 3TUM HE MOCMNOPWLLb.

— Toraga, moxeTt ObITb, 3Be3gouan B camMoM ferne CTaHeT TeEM BEMNKUM BOXAEM, O KOTOpPOM



Tebe ObIn nogaH 3Hak, — npobopmotan OrHerpus.
HacMopk cnoKoHO Bblaep»kan ero NbITNBbIA B3rNsa.
— CTpaHHo, 4Tto Po30BOE NNemMs peLLmnno n3daBUTbLCSA OT CTOMb CUIbHOMO U OMbITHOrO BOMHA.

OrHerpuB cpasy MoHsin, 4YTo Gornee yao6GHOro MoMeHTa MOXeT Gorblue He NPeacTaBUTLCS, U
peLumnn, He OTKnaabiBasi, pacckasaTb HacMopky BCto npaeay O NpecTynneHnsx bbiBLiero
rnawaras. OH Habpan NonHy rpyab Bo3gyxa 1 Havan:

— lNMNoHnmaeLwb, 310 gonras NCcTopu4...

— He ctouT, OrHerpue! — nepebun ero uenutenb. — A He Xo4y, YToObl Tbl packpbiBan MHe
TaliHbl cBoero nremeHn. — OH NpuaBUHYICS Gnnxke 1 Nockpeb 3emnto nepegHUMn nanamm. —
YT0 Gbl HM Npou3oLno B [Po30BOM NNeMeHu, 8 3Hato oaHO — 3Be3aoLian nocnaH Ham
3Be34HbIMU Npeakamu.

— Tbl roBOpULLL O 3HAMEHUN?

— He Tonbko! — Hacmopk 6bicTpo nokocuncst Ha OrHerpmea uU NOSICHUI, NOHU3UB FOfoC: —
HukTO He 3HaeT 0 TOM, YTO Haw ObIBLUMI NPeaBOANTENb He ObiN NPpU3HaH 3Be3aHbIM
nnemeHeMm. YepHas 3Be3ga Bo3rnaBui NiieMsi, HO OH He nonyyun [apa AeBsTH XXU3HEN.

— Kak Takoe MOXeT ObITb? — oTwatHyrnca OrHerpus, BO BCE nasa rmsags Ha uenutens.
YepHas 3Be3aa He Gbin HacToswmm npegsoantenem?! BeixoauT, y Hero 6bina Bcero ogHa
XWU3Hb... Torga CTaHOBUTCA MOHATHbIM, NOYEMy DOMe3Hb Tak ObICTPO COoKpyLimna ero. — A
noyemy eMy He nogapwnu OeBATb XU3HEN?

— 3Be3gHoe nNnems He 06bACHMNO MHE, — 3aaymM4ynBO oTBeTUN Hacmopk. — Korga YepHas
3Be3ga Bo3rnaBun Hawe nnemsi, XBoCToNoM Bee ele 6bin xue. BoamoxxHo, 3Be3gHbIe Npeakn
NpOo4OIMKanNM cYnTaTh €ro HactToAwmm npegsoamtenem. K Tomy BpemeHu, Korga Mbl y3Hanm o
cmepTn XBocTorioma, YepHas 3Besga Obin yxxe cnmwkom crab, 4Tobbl COBEpPLUNTL
nytewecTsue K JlyHHomy KamHio. Korga k Ham npuwen 3sesgouan, s nogymari, Yto, MOXeT
OblTb, UMEHHO OH BCE 3TO BpeMSs Obll NOASIMHHLIM M30paHHMKOM 3BE34HOro nnemeHn. He 3Hato,
OrHerpus! AcHo ogHo — YepHas 3Be3aa Hukorga He Obin HacTosWMM npeasogmTenem!

— MNo4emy xe Bbl NpuaHanu ero? — yausuncs OrHerpus.

— HWKTO B NeMeHn He 3Han O TOM, YTO OH He OblN HageneH 4apoM AEBATU XKU3HEN, —
npusHancs Hacmopk. — YepHas 3Be3ga Obin 6riaropogHbiM BOMHOM, BEPHbBIM CBOEMY
nnemeHn. Mbl peLumnnun XxpaHnTb B CEKpeTe ero TamHy. YTo ewe Ham octaBanoch genartb? Bee
paBHO, KPOME Hero, HekoMy Bbino BO3rnaBuTb nnems. Ecnm 661 Mbl coobLmnu BonHam BCto
npaegy, 3T0 BbI3Bano Obl CTpax u NaHuKy.



B ronoce Hacmopka cnbiwanock siBHoe obnervyeHme. BugHo 6bino, 4To cTapbiv LenuTenb yctan
OT GpeMeHN TaliHbl U pag BO3MOXHOCTW pPa3fennTb ee C KEM-TO MOCTOPOHHUM.

— Bce B nnemeHn gymator, 4To cTpawHasa 6onesHb, O4HY 3a ApYron, yHecna Bce AeBATb
Xu3Hen YepHon 3Besabl, — npogosmkan uenntens. — Bce Obiny HanyraHbl. .. 0X, Kak HanyraHbi!
Huvkorga eule Mbl Tak He HY>KAanucb B CUINbHOM BoXae!

«BoT nouemy oHu 6e3 Bo3paxeHun npuHanu 3esesgouanal» — goraganca OrHerpus. Ho 3ayem
Hacmopk roBopuT eMy Bce 3T0? HeyxXenm Xo4yeT gatb NOHATb, YTO COMHEBAETCS B HOBOM
npensogutene?

— Ckaxu, He gymaeT nu 3Besgouan o HanageHun Ha Mpososoe nnema? — sbinanun OrHerpme
N TyT Xe noxaren o CBoen HecOaep>KaHHOCTMW.

— Heyxenu Tbl Bcepbes oxuaarl, YTo s OTBeYY Ha Takon BOMpPOC? — HEBECENO YCMEXHYrCs
Hacmopk. — A npegam ceBoe nnemsi, ecnm oTkpoto Tebe nnaHbl Hawero npeasoautens. Ho
MOXeLLb YCNOKOUTbLCS. Hackornbko MHe M3BECTHO, BaM HU4Yero He yrpoxaet. Cam peLuan,
BEPUTb MOMM CrioBam WUnun HeT. Bonblue s Tebe Bce paBHO HUYETO HE CKaxy.

Moaymas, OrHerpus peLumn noBepuTb. B KOHLE KOHLOB, 0TKyaa HacMopKy 3HaTb, YTO Ha yme y
3Besgouana! Ho npaB nn oH, He XXenasi 3T0ro 3HaTb, — 3TO YXXe OpYron Bonpoc.

— OrHerpus! — pasgancs c3agu rpomMkun ronoc Nenenuupl. Koweyka yxxe nogHsnach u
CMOTpena B CTOPOHY X0riMa, rycTo nopocLlero nunoBbIM BEpPeCKoM. Tam nexanu semnu
nrnemeHun BeTpa, KOTOpble LenuTensm npeacToano nponTn B oguHOYKY. — oxoxe, Bbl C
Hacmopkom cobpanuck Ao Bedepa s3blki Yecatb?! Hu gaTth HM B3Tb, NApoyvka CTapenLlnH Ha
COSHbILLKe!

Menenuua HeTepnenmeo nepecTynuna c nanku Ha nanky. CToawmn pssgom ¢ Hen Nepblwko
BCKWHYIN ronoey, rnasa ero CUsinu.

— W 10 BEpHO, — B3A0XHYN Hacmopk, nogHMMasch ¢ 3eMnn. — Tbl XXe 3Haelb, OrHerpus, NyTb
HebNM3kni, NpMaem Tonbko K Houn. [lo Beicokon Ckanbl B ABa Npbikka HE OCKOYNLLb!

YeTBepo KOTOB 060LLNM BEPLUNHY XOfIMa U OCTAHOBUIIUCHL Y Kpasi BEPECKOBOM nycTowwn. 34ech
Menenvua noBepHynacb M yTKHynacb Hocom B Hoc OrHerpusy.

— [Janble s norMay ogHa, — ckasana oHa. — Cnacmbo, 4to npoBoaun. A BepHyCb 3aBTpa
BEYEPOM.

— Bbyab octopoxHa! — HanyTtcTBoBan ee OrHerpus.



OaHaxabl OH yxXe CToAN 34eCb M CMOTpen Beried ManeHbkon NenentoLuke, kotopas
OoTnpaensanacb Ha CBOe NepBoe TanHCTBO K JlyHHoMy KamHio. Kak gaBHo 310 6bino! [Opoxb
npobexana no cnuHe OrHerpmea Npy MbICM O TOM, YTO YK€ HOYbIO Eero cepasi NoapyxKa
CMyCTUTCA B NOA3EMHbIN TYHHENb U NOAOWAET K cBepkatoweMy KamHio, 4Tobbl BCTYNUTL B
6e3monBHoe obLieHne co 3Be3gHbIM nnemeHem. He roBops HM cnoBa, oH nNu3Hyn MNenenuvuy B
cepble YLIKN 1 OCTanca CToATb, MAAd, Kak LenMTenbHuua B CONPOBOXAEHUM ABOUNX KOTOB,
npuxpambiBas, BXOAUT B MOpe Bepecka.

masa VI

B necy 6bino TemHo. Houb Bbiganack 6e3nyHHasi, 1, 3agpaB ronosy K Heby, OrHerpus ¢ Tpygom
pasnuyan nepenneteHne BeTeen. [lepeBbs CO BCeX CTOPOH NnoTHO obcTynanu OrHerpuea, u
eMy BApPYr NoKa3anocb, YTO OHW CTanu ropasgo Bbille, YeM HakaHyHe. Jlanbl ero nytanuce B
3apocrnax NAKLLLA U EXEBUKM.

— MNecTtponuctagal — 3akpudan oH. — lNecTponucTas, rae Tbl?! HUKTO He OTBETUN Ha ero
BONSb, Nec 6e3MonBCcTBOBAN, NULLbL CribieH 6bin rae-To Bnepeau wym beryuien Bogbl.
OrHerpuB 3amep, He cmes TPOHYTbCA ¢ MecTa. OH 6osncs, 4To, ecny caenaeT XoTb Lar, 3eMns
BbICKONb3HET MU3-M0f ero nan n oH obpyLLnTCS B NYCTOTY, @ YepHble BOAbI CBUPENOro NoToka
COMKHYTCS Hafl ero ronoBou.

Kakon-T1o yacTbto cBoero cyuiectsa OrHerpus 3Har, YTo BUAUT COH. 3acbinas B newlepe
BOMHOB, OH JoNro Mmeytan yeuaeTb Nectponuctyto. Korga OrHerpys BnepBble NOSABUIICS B
po3oBoM nnemeHu, MNecTponuctas Gbina uenuTenbHULEN, HO BCKOpe nornbna ot nan ogHoro
13 coobuHmMkoB XBocTonoma. C Tex nop oHa Bpemsi OT BpeMeHu asnsinacb OrHerpmBy BO CHe, U
KaXkabli pa3 OH BHOBb C paJoCTblo BAbIXan 3HAaKOMbI 3anax ee LWepcTu 1 nonyyan ot Hee
MyOpble OTBETbI HAa camble MyyYuTeSbHbIE BONpockl. HO ceryac oH He Buaen lNectponucton,
xoTa Ao 6onu B rmasax BrngabiBancsa B YEpHOTY neca.

— MNecTtponunctagal — cHoBa 3akpudan OrHerpus. OHa yXXe He B nepBblil pa3s aBnsnack eMmy
HeBnaumon. Korga MNectponucras npuvwna npoBoanTb B 3Be34H0E NnemMs nornbLuyro
LlepbaTtyto, OrHerpmB Toxe He BUAEN €€ U Cribiarn TonbKo ee ronoc. «Heyxenn oHa
OTBEPHyNack OT MeHA?!» — nogyman OH, 1 cepaue ero 3aHblflo oT cTpaxa.

B cnegytowmin Mur caagun Ha Hero obpyLIMoCk YTO-To Tskenoe. OrHerpue 3abuncs, kak
6e3yMHbIN, NbiTasicb ocBObGOANTLCA. BOopyr B HO3apW eMy yaapun 3HaKOMbIN KoLadvuin 3anax, u,



pacnaxHyB rrnasa, OH NOHAI, YTO JNEXUT Ha CBOEN NoACTUIIKE N3 MXa U BeLleHO KonoTuT BO3ayX
BCEMU YeTblipbMA Nanamu, a Obim yoepXuBaeT ero c3agun 3a nnevn.

— Kakas 6rnoxa 1ebs ykycuna? — cepamTto pblkHYN ObiM. — HUKTO rna3 He MOXEeT COMKHYTb
n3-3a TBOMX Bonnemn!

— OcrtaBb ero B nokoe! — MrHoBeHHO BCKMHynack NecyaHas Bypsi, BbICOBbIBasiCb U3 CBOErO
rHesgblwka. — EMy npocTo npucHunca nnoxon coH! Passe oH BMHOBaT?

— Kak ckaxelub! — 3n106HO npowwnnen [biM 1, NOBEPHYBLUUCH, NOLLEN Ha CBOE MECTO.

OrHerpuvB NOCneLLHO cen 1 OTPsSIXHYN NpUCTaBLUKE K LUEPCTU Knovkn Mxa. Cyas no 6negHomy
CyMpaky, NpocayMBaBLUEMYCS CKBO3b peaKue BETKM KyCTa, COMHLE yXKe NoaHsnock. B neuepe
nx BbIro BCcero Tpoe, 3HauuT, BypaH yxe 3acTynun B paccBeTHbIN NaTpysb.

MpucHMBLLAACA TbMa OTCTyNuNa, Ho He 3abbinack. Moyemy nec Obin TakKMM TEMHbLIM U XKYTKUM?
Moyemy lMecTponuctasa He nogoLuna K HeMy, NoYemy He nocnana Hu 3anaxa, H1 3Byka CBOEro
ronoca?

— Tbl B nopsgke? — cnpocuna NecyaHas byps, 1 B ee 3eneHbIx rnasax oH siCHO NpoYern
TpeBory.

— Bce xopowo! — BcTpsaxHyncs OrHerpus. — lNMongem, nooxotumcs!

[leHb Bblaarncs siCHbIN, XOTSl B BO3AyXe Y>Ke YyBCTBOBariacb npoxnana npuobnmkaroLlerocs
ce3oHa Jluctonaga. Mornsaes Ha rycTyto TpaBy W NOAPOCLUYHO CTEHY NAanopoTHUKOB, OrHerpus
CHOBa C pafloCcTbio ybeauncsi, YTo fec NOTUXOHbKY BO3POXKAAETCS ANs HOBOW XM3HU. ToNbKo Obl
nogorblue NpocTosnv xopowwne aeHbkn! Toraa nec GuicTpee 3ane4ymT CBOM paHbl, U AUYb
Ha4yHeT BO3BpalllaTbCs Ha CTapble MecTa.

CeroaHs OH peLuunn NocMoTpeTb, YTo Aenaetcs B Boicokux CocHax. MNocne noxapa KoTbl
nsberanu npubnmxkaTtbes K noropy [JpeBorpbl3da, NOCKOMbKY Tam He OCTanocb HUYEro, Kpome
BbIOKEHHOW nycTowun. [Noxap Hadanca MMEHHO OTTyaa, NO3TOMY Lienble y4acTKu neca Bo3ne
Bbicoknx CoceH Bbiropenu goTna, npeBpaTUBLLNCL B MOpEe Ceporo nenmna ¢ TopyalimmMmm n3 Hero
00yrneHHbIMy neHbkamu. OrHerpmMB U He Ha4eANCcs HaNTK 30ecb AnYb 1, nogonan Gnuxe,
MOHSAM, YTO HE oLmnbCs.

OT coceH ocTanuch NULLIb YepHble, 3a0CTPEHHbIE Ha KOHLUax cTBonbl. [MoBcloay Lapun xaoc,
PYXHYBLUME CTBOMbI LENNANNCH 3a yUeneBLUMe, ropbl Nenna Bo3BbIWAanMCch Ha YEpPHOK 3eMne.

Hu ogHa nTuua He Hapyliana MepTBYH TULLMHY.

— TyT HuKoro HeT! — nomopmnack NecyaHaa bypsa. — MNorgem-ka nyduwe oTctoga...



OHa 3amonyana Ha nonycroBse, 3ymMrieHHO yCTaBMBLUMCL NPAMO nepeg cobon. Mexay
00yrneHHbIMM CTBONAMM NMXOPaA0YHO MeTanach Kakas-To MarneHbKkas, 6enas ¢ pehknumm
NATHaMu Kowledka. OrHerpmB gaxke NomnepxHyrca OT U3yMNeHus, y3HaB B Hel CBOIO CecTpy,
MpuHueccy.

B cneayowuin myr Kkoedka rpoMKo 3aronocuna un 6pocunacs K Hemy:
— OrHerpus! Bpatev! Ox, OrHerpus!

— 3710 elle KTO? — yrpoxatowle ockanunack Necyanasa byps. — Wwb, pasopanack! [la oHa
cenyac BClo Andb nepenyraeTt Ao camblx YeTbipex depeBbes!

He ycnen OrHerpvB OTBETUTb, Kak cecTpa Habpocunack Ha Hero. becnpecTaHHo yp4a, oHa
npuxkanach LLEKON K Lieke GpaTa 1 NpMHsAnach TOPOMMMBO BbINM3bIBATb EMY NULIO.

— OrHerpu! — 3agbixasicb, TBepanna oHa. — Tbl xuB! A Tak BonHoBanacbk, Tak BorHoBanachb!
A Kak g nepenyranachb, korga yesuaena oroHs! Ox, OrHerpus! A gymana, Bbl ¢ benbilom
cropenu!

— [a HeT, 4To Thl! — cMyLeHHOo npobopmoTan OrHerpme 1, GbICTPO N3HYB CECTPY, OTCTYNNI
Hasaf, 4yBCTBYS Ha cebe ncnenenstowmn B3rnag MNecyaHon bypu. — Kak Buanib, s uen u

HeBpeaum. M Benbiw ToXe B Nopsiake, He Becnokorics!

MokocueLuKch Ha NMecyaHyto bypto, OH yBUAEN B ee rnasax oTKPOBEHHOE OTBpaLleHune.
3onoTucTas wepcTb Ha 3arpyMBke nogpyru Bctana abioom.

— [omawHaa knucka! — ¢ npespeHmem npowumnena oHa. — lNpuymnTaeT, Kak gomaluHasa kucka!
BOHSIET AOMAaLLHEN KNCKOoN!

MpuHLEecca ncnyraHHo NOKOCUach Ha FPO3HYHO NTIECHYIO KOLLKY W MOTHEE npwkanachk K opary.
— 3710... 310 TBOA NoApyra, OrHerpne? — nponeneTtana oHa.

— [a. Ee 30ByT lNecyaHas byps. NecyaHas byps, no3HakoMbCcd, 3TO MOSA cecTpa, NpuHuecca,
MaTb benbiwa.

MecyaHasa Byps coenana elle HeCKOMbKO LIaXKOB B CTOPOHY M C IBHOW HEOXOTOM Npurnaguna
LIepCTb Ha 3arpuBke.

— Martb benbliwa, roeopuib? — nepecnpocuna oHa. — W Bbl 06a npogomkaeTe ¢ Hen
BCTpeyaTbca? — OHa BonpocuTernbHO B3rnsHyna Ha OrHerpmea, OMeBUAHO, Xenag y3HaTb,
n3BecTHO nu MNpuHUecce o0 HegaBHEN UCTOPUK C NOXULLEHNEM U 0CBODOXAeHNEM benbiwa.



— VY Benblwa Bce npekpacHo! — rpomMko ckasan OrHerpus. — lNpaBaa, MNecyanada bypsa? — ¢
HaXXMMOM CNPOCUI OH, BblpasnTenbHO MAAs noapyre B rnasa. He xsatano Tonbko, 4Tobbl OHa
oropuuna lNpuHueccy pacckazamu 0 NpoAerikax ee HeyroMOHHOTO CbiHOYKa!

— OH oTnnyHO oxoTtutcda, — BypkHyna NecyaHasa Bypsa. — U cpaxaeTtcs Toxxe Hennoxo. U3 Hero
BbINOET XopoLwunin BOuH. MNpoctoaywHas lMNpuHuecca He Morfa 3HaTb, YTO 3TO TOMbKO YacTb
npaegpl 0 ee nobumue! OHa ropgo npuocaHunack, rnasa ee OBOMbHO 3abnecTenw.

— A Bcerga 3Hana, 4to oH 6yaeT oTnmMyHbIM BonHoM! Kak ke nHade, korga cam OrHerpms
TpeHunpyeT ero!

— Ho kak Tbl okaszanacbk Tak ganeko oT xunbs [AByHornx? — nepebun cectpy OrHerpus, xenas
NOCKOpee CMEHUTb TEMY.

— 4 Bac uckana! A xotena y3HaTb, YTO ¢ BaMu! — ApoXallnm roriocKoOM BOCKMMKHYMNA
MpuHuecca. — A 6bina B cagy, korga yBMaena OroHb, M Tak ucnyranach, Tak ucnyranacb! [JHu
LK 3a OHAMM, a Bbl BCE HE Npuxoaunu, BOT S U nogymana...

— lMpocTtn MeHsi, — BMHOBaTO oTBeTuNn OrHerpuB. — A gomkeH Gbln 4aBHO HABECTUTL TEDS, HO
13-3a 3TOro NoXapa y MeHsi CTornbKo xronoT! Haw narepb cropen, npuLlnock BoCcCTaHaBNMBaTb
ero.

Jlec onycTtern, An4n No4YTn He CTano. Tbl e NOHMMaellb...

— Hy koHeuHo, OrHerpus! A e 3Hato, Tbl BeAb Tenepb rnawartan! Ckonbko y Tebs, JOMKHO
ObITb, 3a60T 1 06s13aHHOCTEN! N 060 BCEX-TO Thl XTONOYELLb, 1 060 BCEX AyMaellb. ..

OrHerpuvB gaxe BCMOTEN OT CMYLLEHUS, CNyLuasi ee NpocToayLLHyto 6onToBHo. MecyaHasn Byps
CyX0 nokatunsna.

— [a, MpuHuecca, — Bbigasun OrHerpus. — Tbl NOCTYyNMNa odeHb xpabpo, npuasa croga, Ho
Tenepb NOCKOpee BO3BpaLLancs JOMown. B necy MoxeT GbiTb O4EHb ONacHO.

— A noHumato, HO S BeAb...

CepauTblil peB YyaoBULLLA 3arnyLIW ee CrioBa, eAKUin CMpag yaapun B HO34pY KoTaMm.
OrHerpuB nonstuncs. Pes ctaHoBUICS Bce rpoMye, 1 BCKOPe U3-3a 0BYINEeHHbIX CKENeToB
AepeBbEB, NoanpbIrnBas B ry6okol konee, BbINETENO YyA0oBULLE.

OruxerpuB c NecyaHon bypen KMHYyNMCh K bnuxkanwemMy CTBOMY M 3aTannuchb, oxuaasi, noka
YyyaoBwuLle Npobexnt mmmo, a NpuHuecca octanacb Ha MecTe, € NoBONbITCTBOM BbiTapaLlmB
rnasa.



— Noxwucb! — cTpalwHo 3awwmnena Ha Hee MNecyaHas Bypsi.

MpuHuecca o3agavyeHHO NOCMOTPEna Ha Hee M NOCNYLLHO YyCTpounach Ha 3emrne psiioMm ¢
OrHerpumsom.

OpaHako uygoBuLle BoBce He cobupanochk yberatb — Haob0poT, OHO ObIPKHYIO U
ocTaHoBunock. [lotom nepecrano pbidaTth. boka YygoBuia pacnaxHynuck, 1 n3 6ptoxa y Hero
BbICKOUMNM Tpoe [BYHOTMX.

OrHerpuB GbICTpo nocmoTpen Ha MNecyaHyto Bypto 1 elle cunbHee npuxkarncs k 3emne.
MpuHUecca yxxe ycnena NpuBbIKHYTb U K [JBYHOrMM, 1 K X PEBYLLUM YyAOBMLLEAM, HO NECHbLIM
KOTaM Takoe coceCcTBO SIBHO NPULLNOCH He Mo Aylie, TeM Gonee, 4To obropesLuast NycTollb He
npefocTaBnsna HUKaKoro YKpbITUS OT rnas Yy)kakoB. VIHCTUHKT TpeGoBarn HemeaneHHo GexaTtb
NpoYb, HO NOBONLITCTBO 3aCTaBMANO UX CIIUTLCS C 3eMMen U xaaTb.

LLikypa y Bcex Tpoux [ByHOrux 6bina ognHakoBasi, TeMHO-CUHSSE. OHM He npuBenu ¢ cobom Hu
cobak, H1 AeTeHbILeN, Kak 3To Aenanv apyrue. M Benun oHn cebs kak-To cTpaHHo. B3gbimas
Ty4u 301Mbl U YEPHOTO Nenna, OHW pasbpenucb Mexay o6ropeBLUMMU CTBONAMU U MPUHSANNCH
rpomko opatb. OauH u3 [IByHOrMX NpoLUEn Ha PacCTOSIHUM NIUCLEro XBOCTa OT NPUTaUBLLMXCS
koToB, 1 NecyaHas byps eaa yaepkanachk, YTOObl HE YNXHYTb.

— Yto oHu genatoT? — npowentan OrHerpums.

— Pacnyrusatot gmyb! — npowunena NecyaHasa byps, cnnesbiBas nbifib. — YeCcTHOE CroBo,
OrHerpuB, Tbl MHOrAa OblBaeLLb Takon cTpaHHbIn! OTKyAa 9 Mory 3HaTb, 4YTO AenatoT [ByHorne?!
OHn xe Bce cymaclegwme!

— Tbl Aymaelwb? — HegoBepymBoO Nokocusncst Ha Hee OrHerpuB. OH He Mor oTgenaTbes oT
OLLYyLLEHUs], YTO Tpoe [BYHOrMX NPULLIM CIOA4a C KAKOW-TO LieNbto, MYCTb AaXe OH He MOor
MOHATb, YTO 3TO 3a Lenb. Ha kaxgom Lwary oHM ocTaHaBnMBanuchb, paamaxmeanyu CBOUMM
OrPOMHbIMW Nanamu 1 rPOMKO Opanu, CAI0OBHO XoTenu yoeanTbCs, Y4TO MAYT B NPaBUITbHOM
HanpaBneHuu.

Tot [IByHOrMiA, 4TO LWen no3agu Bcex, nogobpan ¢ 3emnu BETKY 1 MPUHANCS ThikaTb €0 BO BCe
AMKKW, Aynna n gaxe nog ceansasBLIMeca KOMbsA cropesLuero nognecka. Ecnuv 61 oH Ben cebs
4yTb TUWwe, OrHerpme pewnn 6bl, ByaTo [ByHOrMM oxoTuTcs. Ho OT Takoro rpoxoTta gaxe riyxomn
KpOnuk, n ToT nyctuncs 6ul HayTek!

— MoOXeT ObITb, Tbl MOHMMAaELLb, YTO I'IpOVICXO[J,VIT? — cnpocun OFHerVIB Yy CeCTpbl.
— He coBceM, — 4ecTHO npun3Hanacb OHa. — £ HeMHOro nNoHMMmato pe4b D,ByHOFI/IX, HO TaKux

CNOB A HMKOr4a He crblwana. B moein ceMbe Tak He roBopsT! MHe KaXXeTcsl, OHU KOro-TO 30BYT,
TOJIbKO $1 HE 3Hato, KOro.



B 310 BpeMms [1ByHOrMiA C SIBHbIM pa3oyapoBaH/MeM OTLLBbLIPHYN cBoto BeTKy. OH 3akpuyan — u
[ABOE OpYrux TYT e BblLMM K HEMY M3-3a flepeBbeB. Bce Tpoe BEPHYNMCH K CBOEMY YyA0BULLY
n 3abpanuncb emy B 6ptoxo. BHOBb nocnbiwancs pes, YyAoBuULLE NOAMNPbITHYO, Nobexano — u
CKPbINIOCh B Yalle.

— ®y! — NMecyaHas bypa cena n npuHsnack 6pe3rnMBO BbINN3bIBaTb NEpenadykaHHyo caxen
wy6ky. — Ywnu! Cnaea 3Be3gHomMy nnemeHun! He ceogs rnas ¢ TOro MecTa, rae CKpbiiocb
yyposwuLle, OrHerpus MeaneHHo noaHancs. PeB Taan B ganu, yHocs ¢ cobon eakuin 3anax.

— He HpaBuTCA MHe Bce 310, — nNpoGopmoTan OH.

— lMepectaHb, OrHerpus! — lNMecyaHas bypsa nogowna v apyxeckn 6ogHyna ero B 60K. —
Kakoe 1ebe geno oo [1syHormx? OHK CTpaHHble, 1 BegyT cebs cTpaHHo! YTto TyT Takoro?

— Tbl He NoHUMaeLwb! A yBepeH, OHM 3HanNW, YTO AENatoT, AaXKe eCnn 3TO BbIrMsAeno CTPaHHo,
— ropsa4o 3arosopun OrHerpus. — [IByHOrne Bcerga npuxoasaT B fieC CO CBOMMU AeTeHblamMm
unum ¢ cobakamm — HoO 3TK npuwnun ogHK. Ecnu MpuHuecca npaea, u OHKU, B CaMOM Jene, YTo-To
nckanm, To cenvac OHWM 3TOr0 He HaLK. A Xo4y 3HaTb, YTO UM TYT HY>KHO! — OH nomonyan u
nobasun: — Kpome Toro, oo cux nop [iByHorne HuKorga He 3abpeganu B 3Ty YacTb Nneca.
Ortcloga n oo Haliero narepsi Heganeko! He HpaBuUTCA MHe 3TO, NOHMMAaELLb?

PasgpaxeHne murom nucyesno ua rnas NecyaHon bypu, oHa npwxkanach LLEeKoK K wee
OrHerpuBa u 3aypyana.

— Mpegynpeaun natpynu, 4tobbl ObiNM HaYyeky, — NOCOBETOBaNa oHa.
— 3710 MbICnb, — KMBHYN OrHerpue. — Tak 51 1 caenato.

Yke pacnpoLyaBLlumch ¢ [NprMHLECCON, OH MOHSAM, YTO HE MOXET CMNPaBUTLCA C pacTyLLen
TpeBoron. B necy nponcxoamno 4To-To, Yero OH He Mor NoHATb. OrHerpmB He N6uUn
HEMOHATHOIrO — HEernoOHATHOE MOrMO 03HaYaTb CKPbITYO 40 NOpbl, 40 BPEMEHW Yrpo3y.

O6orHyB Bbicokne CocHbl, OrHerpus ¢ NecuaHon Bypen notpycunu k Harpetbim KamHsam.
Csoum wymom [1ByHorvne pacnyranu n 6e3 Toro peakyto Andb, Tak YTO OXOTUTbCH 30eCb He
ObINO HMKaKoro cMmbicna.

— [aBan nongem no rpaHuue ¢ PeyHbim nnemeHem n nogHumemcs K Yetoipem [epeBbam? —
npegnoxun OrHerpuB. — MoxeT, Tam 4To-HMByab nonagetca? Ho easa oHn gobpanuce ao
Harpetbix KamHen, kak OrHerpmB ycrbiwan 3HakoOMbI rofoc, 30BYLLMA €ro no uMeHun. NogHsas
ronoBy, OH yBuAen Ha BepLlumHe ckanbl Kpytoboka. B MrHoBeHne oka cepbiii BOMH CNpPbIrHY CO
CBOEro MocTa U o4yTUNCs nepeg opy3bsamMu.



— OrHerpuB! A Tak 1 3Han, 4to nonMmato Tebst 3gechb!

— Tebe noBe3no, 4YTo Hal NaTpynb He nonman Tebs camoro! — Habpocunacb Ha Hero
MecuyaHasa bypsa. — [Ana BonHa Pe4yHOro nnemMeHn Tbl CANLWKOM CBOGOAHO YyBCTBYELLL CE0S Ha
Hawern Tepputopun!

— He wwunn, Nec4vaHas byps! — pobpoaywHo — 6ogHyn ee Kpytobok. — 310 xe 5, KpyTo6okK,
He y3Haelb?

— CnuLWKOM XOpoLUO y3Hat! — orpbi3Hynach KoLluka. YCeBLUMCb Ha 3eMrto, oHa obnusana
narky u NpuUHsNacb yMblBaTbCS.

— YT0-TO cnyyunock, Kpytobok? — BcTpeBoxeHHO cnpocun OrHerpus. OH 3Har, YTO APYr HU
3a 4YTO He ocMmenucs 6ol 6e3 0cobor NPUYNHBI MOKUHYTL CBOW Beper.

— He 10 4T0ObI Cnyuunocs... — npobopmoTan Kpytobok. — lNo KpanHen mepe, 5 04eHb Ha 3TO
Hagetocbk. [1pocTo s xo4y, 4TOObI Tbl KOE-4YTO y3Har.

— Tak roBopu, He mamnu! — B3opBanacs NecyaHas byp4.
KpyTo60ok pasgpakeHHO MaxHys1 XBOCTOM B €€ CTOPOHY.

— CerogHa y Meteopa 6bin1 roctb, — ckasan oH, obpawyascek k OrHerpmsy, n gobasun,
COLLlYpPUB CBOW XenTble rmasuwm: — 1o 6bin 3sesgouan!

— Yrto?! 3auem OH Npmxoann? — oLenomsieHHo crnpocun OrHerpms.

— £ He 3Hato, — nokayan ronoson Kpytobok. — MNoHumaelwws, Meteop coscem nnox. Bee
nnemMs 3HaerT, YTo ero NOoCneaHAs XU3Hb NOAXOANUT K KOHLY. 3Be3aoLan TONMbKO HEMHOMO
nocuaen y Hero, a noTom yeanHunca ¢ OuenoTKon 1 0 YeM-TO JONrO C HEW WwenTancs.

Yenbiwa 06 atom, OrHerpuB ewwe 6onblue nepenyrancs. O yem 3esesgouan mor
porosapumBatbcs ¢ Ouenotkon? Heyxenu peyb wna o BO3MOXHOM 06beanHeHumn PedHoro
nnemeHu ¢ nnemeHem TeHen?! B atom cnyyae po3oBble KOTbI, 3aXaTble Mexay ABymMsi
rPO3HbIMU NPOTUBHMKaMK, ByayT obpedeHbl Ha rmbenb. Ho, MOXeT ObITb, 3TU CTpaxu
npexaneBpeMeHHbI? Bo3aMOXHO, coceqm BOBCE HE 3aMbILLMIAT HAYErO OYPHOrO. ..

— lNpegBoanTenu NoOpor noceLlaroT Apyr apyra, — npobopmoTtan oH. — Bce 3HatoT, 4To gHM
MeTteopa couTteHbl. BoamoxxHo, 3Be3gouan npuwien npoCcTUTbCH C yMUPatoLLMMm
npegsoanTenem?

— Bo3moxHo! — HacmeLwnmeo dblpkHyn KpyTtobok. — TonbKo 3a4eM B TaKOM Cllydae OH Tak
ponro wentancsa ¢ Ouenotkon? OHa-To, KaxeTcs, ymupatb He cobupaetcal A xoten



noAcnyLuaTth, O YeM OHU TONKYIOT, HO HUYero He pa3obpan. Cribiwan Tonbko, kak 3sesgouan
roBopun, 6yATo YTO-TO CHOBa BO3BpaLLaeTCs.

— W a10 Bce?!

— A 6onblue HUYero He cribilwarn, — CMYLLEHHO NMOHYpUIICs cepblil ToncTak. — OuenoTka
3ameTuna MeHs 1 Benena ybuparbcs!

— MoxXeT ObITb, 3Be3aoLuan NPoCTO XOTEN NO3HAKOMUTLCS C Hel, — npeanonoxun OrHerpms.
— He 3abbiBan, 4to nocne cmeptn Meteopa oHa CTaHeT NpeaBOANTENbHULEN.

B cnenytoLwuii MUr KTO-TO FPOMKO OKITMKHYM €ro No UMeHWU, 1, 06epHyBLIMCL, OrHerpme yBuaen
GeryLuyto K HUM HeBuammky.

— O, Benukoe 3Be3gHoe nnemsi! — okoH4aTenbHO obo3snunack MNMecyaHas bypsa. — Yx He
cobupaetca nun Bce PedyHoe nnems noxanoeatb ctoga?!

— OrHerpus! — 3akpuyana HeBuagnmka, oTpsixmasick Ha Gery, Tak 4to NecyaHas Bypsi eqea
ycnena ¢ wmnneHnem oTckounTb. — OrHerpms, Tol He Buaen Jlyxuuy?!

— Jlyxknuy? — nepecnpocun OrHerpms, NPUNOMHUB BOPUIMBYLO CTapyXy, KOTOpyto HeBnanmka
cunTana ceoen matepblo. Korga-to 4aBHO cTapas kopornesa pacckasana OrHerpusy BCO
npaeagy 06 YCbIHOBMEHHbIX €0 KOTATax 13 po3oBoro nnemeHn. OrHerpms Gbin O4YeHb
GnarogapeH en 3a OTKPOBEHHOCTb, HO JABHO He BMAEN cTapyXxy. — A noyemy s JOSMKEH ee
BuaeTb? Pa3Be OHa Ha Hawen Tepputopun?

— He 3Hato! — B oT4asiHMM npocToHana Hesnamnmka. — B narepe ee Hurge HeT! B nocnegHue
OHW OHa coBceM ocrnabena un nana ayxom, g 60t0cb, OHa 4YTO-TO 3agymana u ywna! O, Benukue
3Be3aHble npeaku, s ¢ yma conay!

— 3aecb ee 6bITb He MoXeT! — pelumnTenbHo 3asBun Kpytobok. — Jlyxuua cnuwkom crapa,
4TOObI NEepennbITb peky!

— Ho Torga kyda ke oHa Mmorna nogesartbcsi?! — cpbiBadACb Ha KpUK, 3arofiocuna Heesugmmka.
— 1 Bce obnasuna, Kyga A Tonbko He 3arnaHyna! Ee HeT Hu B narepe, HU Bo3ne Hero... Ox,
KpyTobok, ceryac peka coBcem obmernena, Tak 4Yto gaxe Jlyxuua morna nepennbite ee!

OrHerpuB nuxopago4vHo coobpakan. Ecnm Jlyxkuua Bce e cymena Kakum-To o6pasom
nepennbiTb PEKY, €€ HY)KHO HEMEeA IEHHO OTbICKaTb 1 MOCKOpee OTnpaBuTb 0OpaTHO. 3Hasi O
TOM, KaK ero cornfiemMeHHuKn 60atcsa nboro BTOPXKEHMST Ha CBOKO TeppuToputo, OrHerpme He
XOTen gaxe gymatb O TOM, 4To ByaeT, ecnmn HecyacTHasa cTapyxa nonageTcs Ha rnasa
Kakomy-HMOyab naTpynto!



— Hy, BOT 4to! — pewwn oH. — A cenyac npoberycb BAOMb rpaHunubl 4o YeTbipex [lepeBbeB n
NocMoTpIo, HET N ee TaMm. lNecyaHas byp4, Bo3Bpallancs B narepb. Pacckaxu Bcem, 4To
cny4unock, U npegynpeau, 4tobbl He Hanaganu Ha Jlyxuuy, ecnu BApyr yBUAAT.

lMecyaHas Eypﬂ YyTb HE nonepxHynacb OT U3yMIneHnA 1 BblTapalimnna Ha Hero CBOu 3erneHble
rnasa.

— BoT kak? — HegoBep4uMBO nNepecnpocuiia oHa HexoTs nogHMmasack. — Hy, nagHo! A,
noxanywn, Nnooxo4ycb no gopore. KTo-1o e aomkeH 3aboTuTbCca 0 nponuTaHumn nnemexHm! —
SIAOBUTO 3aMETUIa OHa 1, B3MaxHYB XBOCTOM, CKPbINlacb 3a AepPEBbAMM.

HeBuanmka npusHaTensHo nocmoTpena Ha OrHerpuvea.

— Cnacunbo Tebe! A Hukorga He 3abyay TBoen AobpoThl. 3Han, OrHerpus, ecnm Tbl HaNZELWb
Jlyxxknuy n Tebe npugetcs Bectn ee o6patHO, To Ntobomy, KTO OCTaHOBUT Tebst Ha Halwlen
TEPPUTOPUUN, CKaXN, YTO A paspeLumna tede npmuntu!

OrxerpuB kuBHyn. OH NpekpacHO NoHUMarn, 4To bygerT, ecnv Ha 3emnsax PeyHoro nnemeHun ero
OCTaHOBUT NaTpynb BO rnaee ¢ camon OuenoTtkon!

— Mownun, HeBnammka! — nosepHyncs k koweyke Kpytobok. — A nonnbiBy ¢ TO601, 1 Mbl
BMecCTe eLle pa3 obbiwem Becb narepb!

— Cnacunbo Tebe, Kpytobok! — HeBngnmka nackoBo notepnacb HOCOM O CEPYHO LLIEPCTb
KpyTtoboka, n o6a oHu, 6bICTPO NOBEPHYBLUMCH, KUHYMUCb BHU3 MO CKITOHY K peke.

Y camom pekn Kpytobok o6epHyncs, KpukHyn: «[o BcTpeudn, OrHerpus!» — v puHyncs B Boay.
OrHerpuvB nocTosn, MaAQs, Kak apyr yBepeHHo rpebeT B CTOPOHY NPOTUBOMNONOXHOro 6epera,
NMOTOM NOBEPHYINCA U MeaneHHo nobpen B cTopoHy YeTbipex [lepeBbes.

OH Tpycuon 6exan BOONb rpaHULbl, TO U AeN0 OCTaHaBNMBasACh, YTOObI 0OGHOBUTL METKU, U
BCKOpe oKasarcs Henoganeky OT NOoWuHbI. Jlyxuubl HUrge He 66110 BuaHo. OrHerpms He
CMMLLKOM 3TOMY YOMBWIICS, OH C CAMOro Havana COMHeBascs B TOM, YTO Y APAXION CTapyxu
xBaTuno 6bl cun 3abpatbesa Tak ganeko ot goma. OCTaHOBMBLUUCKE, YTOOLI NEPEBECTU AyX, OH
NMOCMOTpPES BHMU3 CO CKanucToro ycTyna u BAPYr 3aMeTun KOCTASIBYIO CEPYIO KOLLKY, MeaSIeHHO
OpenyLuyto no MocTy [ABYHOIMX, KOTOPbIN COeanHsAN 3eMnn PeyHbix KoToB co CBSALLEHHOM
MonsaHon. Nyxwuual

OrHerpuvB pasuHyn poT, YTOObl OKIUKHYTb CTapyXy, — M TYT e UCNyraHHO 3aXSOnHyn ero.
Nyxurua KoBbINsNa y camoro Kpasi MocTa, U oH 6osncs, Y4To, YCrbllaB ero KpuK, oHa
NocKonb3HeTCst U pa3obbeTcs HacmepTb. Nogymas, OrHerpuB Havan OCTOPOXHO CMyCKaTbCS
BHU3, Npsiyacb 3a 06roMkamMm ckarnbl, YToObl HE HaMmyraTb CTapyH KOLUKY CBOMM HEOXUAaHHbIM
NOsIBNEHNEM.



Bckope oH ¢ obneryeHnem yBuagen, 4To Jlyxxuua nepeluna MocT U Havana meaneHHo
KapabkaTbcsi No CKNOHY K YeTbipem [lepeBbsM. Jlanbl ee TO 1 Aeno cockarnb3biBanu ¢
OynbPKHUKOB, OHa BCA Apoxana, u OrHerpme ¢ TPEBOron nogymarn, YTo ctapyxa, AOMMKHO ObiTb,
COBCEeM BblXkuna u3 yma. HasepHoe, Boobpasuna, 4To HacTana nopa nosfHOMyHWs, U ee XayT Ha
Coserel!

OrHerpvB BbINPSIMUIICS U XOTEN OKIMMKHYTb €€, HO CHOBa 3amosyarn U TOPOMNMBO CKOMb3HYN 3a
Gnwkanwmin BanyH. Ewe oavH KOT NosiIBANCS Ha CKMNOHE XofiMa U YBEPEHHO Havarn cryckaTbes K
YeTbipem [epeBbam. EfBa B3rnsiHyB Ha MOry4ee MycKyfMCTOE TENo U NonocaTyto LKYpYy 3TOro
koTa, OrHerpus cpasy y3Han 3sesgouana.

masa VII

OrHerpuB OCTOPOXHO BbITSIHY LLEH U BbIFMSIHYN M3-3a cKarbl. 3Be3aouan ToXe 3amMeTun
Jlyxxunuy v, noBepHyB B CTOPOHY, NoGexan el Hanepepes. YBMOEB HE3HAKOMOro KoTa, CcTapyxa
nonsiTunack, ocTynunack 1 ynana, 6ecrnomolHo pasbpocas nanol. [MpegsoauTent NnemMeHun
TeHen nogoLuen n 4To-To ckasan Jlyxuue, Ho OrHerpus cuen CNMWKoOM Aaneko U He cMmor
paccnbilaTb HK crnoBa.

Mprnae GproXxOM K 3emMne, OH Nonon3 Kk 6eceayroLnM KOTaM — MeANEHHO 1 6eCLlyMHO, CIOBHO
OXOTHUK, noabupatowminca k 4obbive. K cyacTblo, BETEp AyN emy NPAMO B NMLO, TaK YTO
3Bes3gouan He Mor y4ysTb cnexku. OrHerpmB BOBce He cobupancs NULLIHKIA pa3 nonagaTtbcs Ha
rnasa npeaBoauTento nremeHn TeHen. Bo3amoxkHo, 3Be3aouan Kak pas Hanpaensncst B PeyHoe
nnems, 4Tobbl noBmMaaTbes ¢ OuenoTkon. B Takom crnyyae oH cam npoBoauT Jlyxuuy 4o caMmoro
nareps, a OrHerpmB MOXET CMOKONHO BEPHYTLCS K cebe AoMOoW.

Mpunas k 3emne, OrHerpue nognons ewe 6nmxe 1 yKpbinca 3a KaMHeM, COBCEM PSAOM C ABYMS
koTamn. IHTepecHo, 3a4em 3Be3goLuan cHoBa HanpasnsieTcs B PeduHoe nnema? He k gobpy oH
3avactun tyga! Begb KpyTobok ckasan, 4To OH TONbKO HakaHyHe Obin Tam 1 6ecegosan ¢
OuenoTkon...

— He nputBopsiica, 6yato He y3Haelb MeHs! — pasgancst cnabbiin, 4poXalnl KPUK, n
OrHerpus B34pOrHyn, yaHas ronoc Jlyxuubl. — A 3Hato, 4To 310 Thi! [NoyeMy Tbl MONYMLLb,
Kenyaob?



OrHerpus oueneHen. >Kenyaem 3sanu otua KamHa n Hesungmumkn! MmeHHo emy CuHada 3Besaa
oTgana CBOMX OeTen, OH U NMpuHec nx B pogHoe nnemsi. OrHerpme HUKorga He suaen XKenyas,
TOT Normb He3a4onNro A0 ero NOsIBEHMSA B flecy, HO, Cyas MO pacckal3am, Xxpabpbli Pe4Hon BOUH
ObIST HEMHOIO NOXOX Ha 3Be3goLana CBoer TEMHO-0ypon LLKYPOn 1 GoraTbipCKMM CITIOXKEHUEM.

OrHerpuvB CHOBa NPUMNOAHSN FONOBY W BbIFMSHYN U3 CBOEro YKpbITUs. Jlyxxuua, cropbmseLunch,
cuaena Ha y3KoW, NopocLUel TpaBoi, NioLwaake Hag CKanucTbiM 06pbIBOM U, 3aNpoKUHYB
ronoBy, CMOTpena Ha 3Be3fouana, CTOsILLEero HECKONMbKUMW KaMHSIMW BblILLE.

— [aBHeHbKO 4 Tebsa He Bugena! — ckpexeTtana ctapyxa. — [[ae X Tbl npaTancs, Apy>KoK?

3Besgouan, NpuLLypUBLLNCE, CBEPXY BHM3 CMOTpen Ha Hee. OrHerpyMB He COMHeBarICsi, YTO OH
ceilvac 06bsACHUT JlyxuLe ee ownbKy, MOSTOMY Y HETO KPOBb 3acTbina B Xurax, koraa
3Be3gouan meaneHHo nporoBopun: — [la Tak... Hernogareky.

— Mor 6bl, No KpanHen mepe, NpoBeaaTb MeHsi! — ykopu3HeHHo Bopyana Jlyxuua. — CoBecTn
y Tebsa coBceM HeT, BOT 4To! U 310 nocne Bcero, 4to 9 aAng Tebs caenana! 3abbin passe, Kak s
BbIxoamna npubnygHbIX KOTATOK?

AHTapHble rmasa 3se3gouana BenbixHyNu. OH HaKMOHW CBOK OrPOMHYHO 106acTyHo ronoBy W,
[AEpHYB yLLaMu, CrIPOCUIT:

— O Kakux KoTaTax Tbl FOBOPULLL?

— W'y Tebs ele xBaTaeT HarnocTu cnpawimseaTb! — Xpunno pacxoxotanacb ctapas Kowka. —
byaTo He 3Haewwb! A roBopto 0 ABYyX KOTATax U3 [PO30BOro NNeMeHun, KOTopbIX Tbl MOMPOCKUI
MeHS BbIKOPMUTb U BocnuTaTh!

OrHerpuvB oueneHen 3a cBOMM KaMHeM. Heyxxenu Jlyxuua cenvac oTkpoeT 3sesgouany
cTpawHyto TariHy CuHen 3Be3gbi?!

3Be3gouan HaCTOPOXMIICA N YCTPEMUIT HEMUTAKOLNIA B30P Ha APSAXNyH0 cTapyxy. BugHo 6bino,
YTO ee CroBa He Ha LWYTKY 3aMHTepecoBanu ero. BbITAHYB Le, OH YTO-TO CNPOCUIT, HO TaK
TMXo, 4to OrHerpme He cMor pas3obpaTb HK CrioBa.

— MHoro nyH Tomy Hasag, — 03agadeHHo oteeTuna Jlyxunua. — TonbKko He roBopwu, 6yato
3a6bin! Tel npocTo... OX, Aa yTo xe ato?! Het, XKenyap HMKorga He ctan 6bl cnpawmBaTh MEHS

006 atom! — OHa caenana HeCcKonbKO LLAaroB Brnepen, BbiTaAHyNa weto 1 obHioxana 3sesgouana.

— Tbl He XKenyab! — kapkHyna ctapyxa, oTcTynas. — Tenepb 5 y3Hana 1ebsa! Tel — KoroTb 13
[po3oBoro nnemeHu!

— Kakas pasHunya? — BkpagumBo cnpocun 3eesgouan. — Tbl MOXELLb paccka3aTb MHE BCe



Ha4YUCTOTY. Yrto aT0 32 NCTOPUA C KOTATaMN N3 FposoBoro nnemeHn? KTo nx Hactosilas matb?

OrHerpuB BbICYHYNCS Tak Aaneko, YTo 3aMeTun usymrneHume, npoMeribkHyBLUee B BbILBETLLMUX
rnasax ctapon Jlyxxuubl. CKIOHMB rofioBy K Mredy, OHa CMyLLEHHO NOCMOTpesia Ha Mory4ero
npenBoauTenst nneMeHn TeHen.

— AX, Kakue KpacuBble bbinm KoTaTkM! — paccesiHHO 3abopmoTana ctapyxa. — A npocTo
HarnsgeTbes Ha HUX He Morna! A Kakumy BOMHaMU OHU CTanw. ..

3Be3gouan pe3ko HaknoHWUNCs, NpUbnuname CBOK Mopay K ee nuuy, Tak 4To Jlyxuua pactepsiHHO
3amonyana.

— FOBOpVI, YbM 3TO BbINK KOTATA, cTtapasd nagans! — PABKHYI OH, TEPAA TEPNEHNE.

Jlyxnua ncnyraHHo oTwaTHynacek, u OrHerpms ¢ Tpyaom nogasus Bonnb yxkaca. OH Bugen, Kak
cTapyxa ocTynunacb, copBanacb C Kpas ckanbl U Kybapem nokatunace BHuU3. B rmasax
OrHerpuBa npomesnbKHYNKY BpallarLmeca nanbl, XBOCT, rorioBa — notoM Jlyxuua Taxeno
yaapunacbk o6 OCTpbii KAMEHb, TOPYaLL M U3 YePHOWN 3eMIK, U OonblLUe He LeBenuniach.

Bce npousoLwuno Tak 6bIcTpo, 4To OrHerpmB aaxe ONoMHUTLCS He ycnen. Tem BpeMeHeM
3Be3goLuan HeTOPONMBO CNYCTUICS K HEMOABMXKHOMY Tery U NpUHSNCst 0OHIOXMBaTb ero. 3Toro
OrHerpuB yxe He Mor BblaepxaTb! 3aabixasicb OT ApOCTU, OH BPOCUNCA BHW3, HO NpeXae Yem
ycnen nobpartbcsi 0 POKOBOro KaMHsi, NpeABoAuTerb NremeHn TeHel NoBepHyncs 1 GbicTpo
CKPbISICSt Ha CBOEW TEPPUTOPUK, AaxKe He 3aMeTUB CBOEro ObIBLUErO Bpara.

OrHerpvB OCTaHOBUIICS Nepea HeNOABMKHbIM TernoMm Jy>kuupbl 1 4onro cMOTpen Ha Hee. MN3-nog
ronoBbl CTapyxu, B TOM MecCTe, r4e OHa yaapuiacb 0 KaMeHb, 6exan TOHEHbKUI pyYeeK KpOBW.
Jlyxknua nexana, pasbpocas nanbl, YCTPEMUB HEBUAALLMI B3NS B He60. OHa Obina mepTBa.

OI'HeI'pl/IB ne4yaribHO CKITOHWI1 ronoBy.

— Mpowan, Nyxuua, — Tnxo npowentan oH. — [la npebyaellb Tbl BO cnaBe B 3B€34HOM
nnemeHu!

B ckop6HOM Mon4YaHuM OH JONro CTosN Had ee TenoM. Kak xanb, YTo eMy He JOBENOoCh fyylle
y3HaTb Jlyxuuy! CBOMM OCTpbIM S13bIKOM M J06OPbIM CepALeM OHa HanomuHana emy Lepb6atyto,
kpome Toro, OrHerpve Gbin GnarogapeH CTapoi KOLLKe 3a To, YTO OHa Nnosedana emy — 4yxaky!
— CBOI CaMy0 COKPOBEHHYO TalHy.

Ero rpycTHoe oamMHo4ecTBO 6bIN0 NpepBaHO rpoMkMMm roriocamu. MNogHsie ronosy, OrHerpus
yBWUeEn, YTO CO CTOPOHbI pekn kK Hemy HecyTcst HeBnaumka ¢ Kpytobokom. YBuaes
HenoagwkHoe Teno Jlyxuubl, HeBnammka ¢ ropectHbiM BonmemM Gpocunack K KaMHio U1
3apblfiacb HOCOM B CEpPYIO LLEPCTL TOWN, KOTOPYHO CYMTana CBoein MaTepbio.



— Yto cnyyunocb? — BbicTpo cnpocun KpyTobok.

OrHerpuB pewmnn HUYero He roeopuTb UM 0 3Be3gouane. PacckasaB 0 ponuv npegeoanTens
nnemeHn TeHen B CMepTN CTapOn KOLLKWN, OH pUCKOBas npeaartb orfacke UCTOPUIO C ee
npueMHbIMK KoTATaMu. Jlyknua xpaHuna CBO TarHy gaxe OT conneMeHHUKoB, n OrHerpme He
nocmen natu npotme ee Bonun. OH YyBCTBOBAN, YTO JlyXXuua HUKorga He npocTtuna 6bl emMy 3aTOro
npegartenscTea. Monua rmsast Ha MepTBoe Terno, OH MbICIEHHO BO33Barl K 3BE€3QHOMY NSIEMEHU
1 NONpPOCUIT NPOLLEHNSA 32 CBOIO BbIHYXXOEHHYHO NOXb.

— A ysuaen Jlyxuuy, korga oHa kapabkanach Nno cknoHy, — oteeTun oH. — OHa
NOCKOMNb3HyNach, a st He ycnen... MHe o4eHb xanb. [MpocTuTe MeHs.

— TebGe He B YeM BUHUTL cebst, OrHerpme! — BocknukHyna HeBmaumka, oTopBaBLUUCE OT Tena
matepu. Ee ronybble rnasa 6biny nonHbl ropeun. — 3Toro-To st u 6osinack! MoTomy-To 51 Tak
BCroniowmnnack, Korga oHa nponana.

OHa oTBepHynach 1 CHOBa CKnoHunace Hag Tenom Jlyxuubl. Y OrHerpusa gaxe B HOCY
3awwmnano ot xanoctu. Korga CuHsa 3Be3ga oTkasanacb OT COBCTBEHHbIX AeTen, Jlyxuua
nputoTuna u Belpactuna ux. He dyab ee, Hesngnmka ¢ KamHem norndnm 6el! OHa BeikopMunia
nx, oHa 6anosana n nbuna nx, Noka AeTAM He NPULLO BpeMs cTaTb opyxeHocuamu. OHKM He
3Hanu gpyron matepu n 6b1nm 06a3aHbl XKN3HBKO CTapor cepon Jlyxunue.

— MNongem, HeBnanmka, — 6epexHo noatonkHyn ee Kpytobok. — Hy>KHO OTHECTU ee B narepeb.
— 4 nomory Bam! — BcTpeneHyncsa OrHerpms.

— Het, — nokayana ronoson HeBnanmka. — Tbl U TaK CAMLLKOM MHOIo caenan ans Hac.
Cnacunbo Tebe, HO 3Ty YeCTb e LOIMKHbI OKa3aTb COMNMEMEHHUKN.

C aTmm crnioBamm OHa HarHynacb M OCTOPOXHO B3sana Jlyxxuuy 3ybamm 3a 3arpmBok. Kpytobok
noaxeaTui ee Teno C APYron CTOPOHbI, U OHX BOBOEM MOHECIM CBOO HOLLY BHU3 MO CKITOHY, B
CTOPOHY MocTa [1ByHormx. HenogsuxkHoe Teno Jlyxuubl 6€3BorbHO NoKavymMBanoch B ux 3ybax,
TOLLMIA Cepbl XBOCT BOMOYMICS MO 3eMIe.

Korga ckop6Has npoueccusi 4ocTurna NnpoTMBononoxHoro 6epera, OrHerpmB NOBEPHYIICS U
nobexan B CTOpOHy cBoero nareps. Mbicnu ero nytanucb. Tonbko 4To 3Be3aouan y3Han o AByx
PeyHbIx BOMHaXx, poxaeHHbIX B [po3oBom nnemenun. OrHerpme noka He JoragbiBarncs, Kakyto
nonb3y userneyet 3ee3gouan U3 3Toro OTKPbITUS, HO YK€ HE COMHEeBarlcs, YTo NpeaBoaMTENb
nnemeHn TeHeln nocTapaeTcsa UcnonbL3oBaTh OWKMOKy cTapown Jlyxkuupl, 4ToObl NoryouTts CuHIo
3Be3ay v Bce [po3oBoe nnems!

Mo aopore OOMOW OH yOa4yHO NOOXOTUICA U, NbIXTA, Bso6panc;| Ha BEPLUMHY XOrnMa C KPyrnHbIM



Kponukom B 3y6ax. Nornsaes ¢ BbICOThI HA Nnarepb, OH yBUAEnN, 4To 3naTollenka BbiBena CBOMX
KOTAT B OBpar, 1 ABOe Marsbllleln roHSTCA MexXay KaMHen, NblTadcb NonmMaTtb BeCHsIHKY,
KoTopasi nogMaHuBara Ux XBOCTOM, a NOTOM FTIOBKO OTMpbirMeana B CTopoHy. OrHerpvs Beceno
cbexan BHM3, Gpocun KponvKa Ha 3eMrIo M OCTaHOBWIICS NontboBaTbes Urpon. 3aBnaes
rnawaras, ExxeBnyka Bopyr Heykntoxe nogdexan n CMyLLEHHO MOSTOXUIT K ero Horam
ManeHbKYH MbILLKY.

— nagw, OrHerpuB! — pagocTHO KPUKHYI OH. — A cam ee nonman!

— 3710 ero nepeas gobbiva, — npoMyprblkana 3naroLleika, NackoBo rMsAga Ha CBOEro
MarieHbKOro OXOTHMKA.

AHTapHbIe rmaseHkn ExxeBUYKn Tak 1 cusnn oT ropaocTu.
— Mama rosopwuT, 4To A 6yay nyywmmM oxoTHUKOM! Takmum, Kak Mo oTeL!

OrHerpuvB NodyBCTBOBAs HEMPUATHbIA XONOAOK B XUBOTE. [MpULLYpPUBLLMCE, OH CYPOBO
nocMmoTpen Ha 3naTowleriky. Ta He cBoguna rras co CBOEro CbiIHOYKa, HO MO TOMY, Kak
nogparvean KOH4YuK ee xBocTa, OrHerpuB goragarncs, YTo Kopornesa 3ameTuna ero B3rnsag.

— MNo4vemy Tbl MONuULWb, OrHerpmes? — o3agavyeHHO cnpocun Exesunyka. — MOXHO 9 oTHecy
Moo 4obblvy cTapenwmHam?

W TyT OrHerpus He Ha LWYTKY pas3o3nuincs Ha camoro cebs. ManeHbkui KOTEHOK BNepBbie
nomman MbILLKY 1 3acnyXuBaeT noxsansl rnawarasa! Ho, noMmmmo Bonu, B NaMaTh ero BHOBb
BCTana orpomMHas ourypa 3sesgoLana, CKIoHUBLLErocs Hag, NoBepXXeHHon Jlyxunuen, n
OrHerpuy notpeboBanocb Hemarnoe ycunme, 4Tobbl He 0OpYLLINTL CBOW FTHEB HA HEBUHHOTO
KOTEeHKa.

— [Ha... PasymeeTtcs! — BblgaBun oH. — Tbl Monogey, ExeBunuka! 3Haelb, 0OTHECH-Ka Tbl CBOIO
[obbivy besyxy! [lymato, oH otbnarogaput Tebs XopoLuen cKasKow.

[Masku KoTeHKa 3aropesincb.

— Ypa! — 3aBonun oH 1, NOAXBATMB MbILLIKY, MOHECCA K BXOAY B Nnarepb. PbbkMHKa TyT Xe
copBanacb ¢ Mecta 1 6pocunacb BOOMOHKy 3a GpaTom.

3naTowelika 6pocuna Ha OrHerpuBa UcnenensoLmMin B3rnsa, U OH NMOHSM, YTO OT MaTEePUHCKOro
rnasa He YKpbIfioCb TO, C KAKOW HEOXOTOW OH Bbl4aBuWI1 CBOKO NOXBany.

— A yxe roBopuna Te6e, OrHerpume, 4To He cobmpatocb pacckasbiBaTb AETSIM O NPECTYNIeHNsX
nx otua. A aepxy ceoe cnoso. Mbl BEpHbI CBOEMY MIIEMEHN — BCE TPOE, Tbl NOHAN? OHa pesko
noBepHyrnach, XNIeCTHyB XBOCTOM No nuuy OrHerpuea, 1 pelumTenibHO Hanpaeunachk B narepb.



OrHerpue monya nogobpan ¢ 3emnu CBOEero Kponuka u nonnenca crnegomM. OH pelunn oTHECTH
Kponuka lNenenuue 1 NoroBopuTb C HEW HacyeT ExxeBnykn. BoamoxHo, uenutenbHuua
MOACKaXeT eMy, Kak fny4lle BecTn cebs ¢ 3TMM KOTeHKOM. HakaHyHe nosaHen Houbto [Nenenvua
BepHynacb oT Beicokon Ckanbl. OHa efBa Aeprkanacb Ha Horax OT yCTarnocTu, HO rnasa ee
cuAnu, Kak 3se3gpl, u OrHerpmsy novyamnock, ByaTo uenuTenbHUUa NpuMHecna B narepb
oTtbneck JlyHHoro Kamhs.

Mpobupasck B narepb CKBO3b CBEXYH NOPOCHb NanopoTHuka, OrHerpme 3ametun MNenenuvuy.
LlenutenbHuua cugena y Bxoga B AETCKYHO psiAoM ¢ TOpHOCTarKom 1 He ceoguna rnas co
CHexKa, KOTOPbIN HeYKITHOXe BepTerncs Ha 3eMrie Ha PacCTOAHUN HECKOMbKUX KoLlaybux

XBOCTOB OT CBO€EWN MaTepu.

«OTnmnyHo! — nogyman npo cebst OrHerpmB. — HakoHeL-TO Mbl Y3HaeM, YTO TBOPUTCS C 3TUM
koteHkoM!» OH noaoLLen nobnuxke 1 NONoXun cBoero kponvka nepeq MNenenvuen.

— 310 Tebe. Thl yke OTAOXHYNA Nocne NyTewecTsus?

lMenenuua paccesaHHo 06epHynaCb. Ee rony6b|e rmasa nokasalnimcb emy
CTpaHHO-HENOABWMXHbIMU.

— BnonHe! — oTto3Banack oHa. — Cnacubo 3a kponuka. Mol ¢ lopHoCcTalrkon Kak pas
G6ecenyem o CHexke.

— He noHumato, o yem TyT BGecegoBaTh! — cepanTo npoLumnena koponesa. [onoc ee 3By4an no
npexHemy pesko, HO BUAHO ObIno, 4To cTapas MopHocTanka nobansaetcs Nenenvuy n He
CMeeT oTKasaTbCs OT pasroBopa. [locne Bo3BpalleHusi OT Beicokor Ckanbl BO BceM 06nuke
LenuTenbH1Lbl YyBCTBOBariacb kKakasi-To HoBasi, He3HaKomas npexae BnacTHOCTb.
LlenntenbHuua onyctuna ronosy.

— Moxanyncta, no3osu ero. NycTb nogonaeT, — nonpocusia oHa.

[opHOCTanka cepauTo dobIpKHYNa 1 3akpuyana:

— CHexok! CHexok, aetka, uam cropal

Mogoxaas, OHa erne 3aMeTHO B3MaxHyna XBOCTOM. CHEXOK NOAHANCS € 3eMNKn, 6pOCUB KOMOK
MXa, KOTOPbIM TONbLKO YTO Urparsn, u nogoLluen K matepu. FlopHOCTanka HaknoHunach 1 niM3Hyna

ero B 6enoe yLiko.

— Xopowo, — kuBHyna lNenenuua. — A Tenepb Tbl, OrHerpmB, 0TONan B CTOPOHKY 1M NO30BU
ero. — OHa noBena nogbopoakoM B CTOPOHY Kpas MOnsiHbl U, MOHM3MB ronoc, gobasuna: — U



He aBurancs. MNMoasosu ero ogHuM ronocom! O3agayeHHbIn, OrHerpnBs OToLIEN N OKMMKHYM
KoTeHka. Ha aToT pa3 CHEXOK Jaxe He LUESTOXHYICS, XOTS CMOTPEer NpsiMO Ha rnawlarasi.
OrHerpuvB nossan ero elle pas, NoToM OMsATb — FPOMYe, HO Marsblll TaK U HEe TPOHYICA C MecTa.

Heckonbko KOTOB, BbiLLeALWMX NPOBEPUTL Ky4y €001, nogownm bnmxke, 3anHTepecoBaHHbIe
npovcxoasawum. Jaxe CrnHaa 3Be3ga, NOTPEBOXEHHAs LUYMOM rofiocoB, BbINON3na n3 cBoen
newiepsbl, ycenacb y NOAHOXMS CKanbl U yCTaBunacb B CTOPOHY AeTckon. [paxnas PabuHka,
BO3BpaLLlaBLUAsCS B NeLlepy CTapenwmH, 1 Ta NoBepHyrnack, npubnuaunack k flopHocTarike u
YTO-TO TUXO LWenHyna en Ha yxo. Koponesa pasgpaxeHHO 3aluunena Ha ctapyxy, Ho OrHerpus
CTOSN CIMLUKOM Aarneko n He pasobpan Hu cnosa. He obpawas BHUMaHUSA Ha BO3MyLLeHne
FopHocTankn, PabuHka ycenack psgom ¢ lNMenenuuen n BHUMaTeNbHO NOCMOTPENna Ha KOTEHKa.

OFHerVIB YyTb HE OXpuUn, noA3biBas CHexka. HakoHel, MaTb NEroHLKo NOoATOJIKHYINa CBOEro
CblHOYKa N KMBHYNA B CTOPOHY rnaiwluartad. Tonbko Torga manblw NOAHANCA U HeToponnneo

3aKoBbIJ1A K OFHerVIBy.

— YMHuua! — noxsanun OrHerpvs 1, BCTPETUB paBHOOYLUHbIN B3rnsaa CHexKa, CMYLLEHHO
NOBTOPWUIT MOXBasy.

NMomMorn4as, KOTEHOK OTKPbIN POT U HEBHATHO NpobopmoTarn:

— Xpulo...

OrHerpuB HaxMypwunca. Manblw roBopun Tak CTpaHHO, YTO OH efBa pa3obpan ero oTeerT.
OH oTBen KoTeHka 06paTHO K AETCKON U yxxe He yAUBUIICS, ycnbiwas npurosop MNenenvubl:

— MHe o4eHb xanb, FopHocTanka! CHexok rnyxon. OH Hu4ero He cnbliwKnT. fopHOCTalrka
3ackpebna nanamu no 3emne, NMLO ee UCKa3nocb OT FTHeBa U ropeyn.

— A 1 6e3 Tebs 310 3Hat0! — B3opBanack oHa. — Hapgetock, Tl He 3abbina, 4YTo s ero MaTb?!
Heyxenu Tbl gyMaeLlb, S MOry He 3HaTb, YTO MOM CbIH rnyxon?!

— Benble koTsATa ¢ rony6biMuy rnaskammu o4eHb YacTo BbIBaOT ryxMmu, — npockpunena
Psib1HKa, CKNoHsisick k camomy yxy OrHerpusa. — MOMHUTCS, OAMH U3 MOUX NEPBEHLEB. .. —
OHa Tsbkeno B3JOoXHyna u 3amon4yarna.

— Y70 € HUM cnyuynnocb? — BexnmBo cnpocun OrHerpue, YyBCTBYS NpeaaTenbCKyo pagocTb
OT TOrO, YTO €ro GENOCHEXHBIN rony6ornasblit NNEMSHHUK HadeneH OTNINYHbLIM CIyXOM.

— HukTo He 3HaeT! — nevanbHo oTo3Banack PsbuHka. — OH nc4yes, Korga emy UCrosiHUNoCh
Tpu nyHbl. HaBepHoe, nuca ytawmna.



rOpHOCTaVIKa OolETUHMNACb U Kpenye rnpunxana K cebe cBoero 6eneHbLKOro MansblLLa.

— Hy y 0 MOero CcbIHOYKa HMKakasi nmca He [obepetcsa! — yrpoxaroLLle KpUkHyna oHa. —
A-To cmory 3a HUM NpUcMoTpeTb!

— B aTOM a1 He coMHeBatoch, — pasgarncs xpunnbiv ronoc CrnHen 3ee3abl. B obwem cmsateHum
HUKTO 1 He 3aMeTuI, Kak NpeaesoAuTenbHMLUAa nogowna énmke. — Ho, 6otock, TBOW CbIH
HUKOrga He CMOXET CTaTb BOUHOM.

«Y Hee cerogHa xopoLwmn geHbs! — ¢ obneryeHnem nogyman OrHerpmB. — [Masa sicHble, U
ronoc 3By4nT yBepeHHo! OHa, pasymeeTtcs, codyBCTBYET [OpHOCTalike, HO TOBOPUT C HEW, Kak
npeaBoAnTENbHULA, @ He KakK OBblYHas KOLLKa.

— [No4emy 310 He cMOXeT?! — B3BUIIACh Koponesa. — Yem aTo OH Xyxe apyrmnx?! CnasHbin
KOTEHOK, CUnbHbIA. ECnn nogatb emy curHar, oH Bce caenaer, kak Hazao.

— JTOro HegocTaTtoyHO, — TBepAo ckasana CuHaa 3sesna. — Hukakon HacTaBHUK HE CMOXET
C MOMOLLIbKO CUTHANOB Hay4nTb €ro BbiCNeXuBaTb 4OObIMY UK cpaXaTbCs ¢ Bparom. Bo Bpems
6uTBbl TBOM CHEXOK MPONYyCTUT BCE NpUKasbl, @ HA OXOTE HE YCNbIWNUT AaXe COBCTBEHHbIX
LIaroB, He TO YTO Wopoxa Joobiun!

[opHOCTanKa BCckoumuna 1 yrpoxaroLle BbirHyna crnvHy. Ha kakyto-1o 4O MrHOBEHUS
OrHerpuBy nokasanocb, 6yATo pa3bApeHHas Koponesa cenyac KUHETCH Ha CBOHO
npeasoanTenbHULY, HO MopHOCTarKa pesko NoBepHynack, nogxsatuna csoero CHexka u
CKpblflacb BMECTE C HUM B rnybuHe AeTCKOW.

— Wuwb, Kak pasoLunack! — ykopusHeHHo nposopyana PsbuHka. — Pacctpounack, Buaatb.

— A Tbl KaK gymana? — Hanyctunacbk Ha Hee [Nenenuua. — OHa cTapeeTt. Ckopee Bcero, 310
ee NocrneaHnin KOTEHOK. J1erko nu en yaHaTb, YTO OH HUKOIr4a HE CTaHET BOMHOM?

— MNorosopwu ¢ Hen, MNMenenuua, — npukasana CuHaa 3sesga. — NycTb NONMET, YTO MHTEPECHI
NIEMEHN CTOAT BbllLIE MATEPMHCKOrO TLecnaBusl.

— Xopowo, CuHag 3Be3ga, — yBaXXMUTENbHO CKNOHMMA ronosy LenutensHuua. — A
00s13aTeNbHO NOrOBOPKO C HEN, HO cenvac, MHE KaXeTcsl, He HYXXHO ee BecnokouTb. ycTb
nobyaet co CHexxkoM. En Hy>xkHO BpeMsi. He Tak-To Nnerko NpmMBbLIKHYTb K MbICIN, YTO BCEMY
Nye€MeHN N3BECTHO O IMyX0Te €€ €ANHCTBEHHOIO ChiHa!

CuHsas 3Be3na yTBEpAMTENBHO KMBHYMA M Hanpaeunack K CBoew nanartke. He B cunax ckpbiTb
pasoyvapoBaHus, OrHerpms gonro cmotpen e Beneq. Euwe coscem HegaBHo CuHAs 3Besaa
HenpemeHHO cama norosopuna obl ¢ FopHOCTankom N, MoxeT bbITb, Npuaymana Obl, Kak
YCTPOUTb AanbHenwyto cyabby maneHbkoro rnyxoro CHexka. Kak nameHunach



npensoanTenbHuual B ee cepaue 6onblue HET HU NOHMMaHKs, Hy xanocTu! LepcTb Ha
3arpueke y OrHerpmea BcTana gbloom npu mbicnm o ToM, 4to CuHen 3Besae 6e3pasnunyHbl
rMyXON KOTEHOK, N ero Hec4YacTHas MaTb.

Mmasa VIII

ConHue TonbKo noAgHMMarnoch Hag Bepxyllkamu aepesbeB, korga OrHerpus BbiBEN CBOM
naTpynb k 3MenHon Mopke, YTO Haxoaunack Bo3ne NPOTUBOMOSIOXKHOM OT peku rpaHuubl. Cloaa
OroHb He gobparncs, 1 Tpaea nog nanamy pagosana B30p CBOeN rycTol 3eMneHblo, XOTS C
yLeneBLUMX EePEBLEB YXKe Ha4Yanu MeaieHHo naaaTh NepBble XeNTble UCTbS.

— He T1ak 6bicTpo! — Haxmypuncs OrHerpus, korga Llapanka copBancsa ¢ mecta n ycTpemuscs
K KaMHAM. — Tbl He 3abblin, 4YTO 34eckb NOMHO ragtok? OpyXeHocel, pe3Ko OCTaHOBUIICS.

— MpocTtn, OrHerpums. Nocne Toro kak CnHAs 3Be3na oTkasanach NOCBATUTbL OPYKEHOCLEB B
BOMHbI, OrHerpuB ctaparncsi NpOBOAUTb C HUMM KaK MOXHO BonbLue BpEMEHM U BKMOYan
MOMOAbIX KOTUKOB B KaXXAbIV NaTpysb, YTOObI NOKa3aTh, YTO NAEMS NO-MPEXHEMY HYXOaeTCs B
Hux. Camun opyxeHocLbl Benu cebsa no-pasHomy. beicTponan nocToaHHO ceToBan u Bop4arn,
BblKa3blBasi CBOE HEAOBOMNbLCTBO, 3aT0 Llapanka, no Bcew BANMMOCTU, Obin HE NPOYb NOAONbLUE
nobbiTb 6eCnevyHbIM OpY>KEHOCLEM.

Kuctouka, HacTaBHUMUA LlapaI'IKI/I, 66CUJyMHO nogoLluna K cBoemMy y4eHUKy n oCtaHoBuUINacCh.

— CKaxu MHe, 4YTO Thbl Yyelb? Llapanka 3anpokuHyn ronoey 1, NPUOTKPLIB NacTb, BTAHYIN
BO3AYX.

— MbiwKa! — TyT ke BOCKIMKHYIT OH 1 TOPOMNSIMBO OBM3HYNCS.

— [MNpaBunbHO, HO Mbl cenyac He Ha oxoTe, — HanoMHuna Kncrouka. — Yrto ewe?

— Yyto Mpemsawyto Tpony, BoH Tam! — Llapanka BamaxHyn xsoctom. — U cobaky.

OrHerpuB, nakaBwuin BOAy 13 HEGOMbLUON NY>XULbI, TYT XXe HAaCTOPOXnn ywu. MNprHoxaBLIKCh,

OH NoHsAn, 4YTo Llapanka He owunbes. B Bo3gyxe CUnbHO Naxmno NCUHOW, 1, YTO XyXe BCero, 3anax
Obl1 CBEXUN.



— CtpaHHo! — npo6opmoTan oH. — OTKyaa TyT B3ATbCSA CBeXXeMy 3anaxy? OH JormKeH ObiTb
BYEpaLUHUM, CaMoe No3aHee — HOYHbIM. .. Pa3Be 4To [IByHOrMe NOAHANUCH HK CBET HX 3aps!

OH NpMnoMHMA, YTO HECKOMNBKO AHEen Halag bypaH 4onoxun o NnpuMsTon Tpase M ronybuHbIX
nepbsAx, pa3bpocaHHbix BOKpyr HarpeTbix KamHen. Tam Toxxe naxno ncuHom. ..

— [laBaiTe-ka XOpOLIEHbKO OCMOTPUMCS! — peLLns OH.

OrHerpus Benen Llapanke HM Ha wwar He oTXoAuTb OT HAacTaBHULbI, NOCnan ocTanbHbIX
obcnepoBatb TpaBy NoO4 OKPECTHbIMU AepeBbsMM, @ caM Nonorn3 K KaMHaM. Ho He ycnen oH
Npnbnuantbcs K 3MenHon Mopke, Kak ycnbiwan rpoMkui Kpuk Knctouku:

— OrHerpus! Mgu ctoga, nocmoTpu!

Pasgsuras kontoume 3apocnu exesukn, OrHerpus nogdexan Kk 6ypon KoLuke, CTOsIBLUEN Ha
HEeBbICOKOM ycTyne. BHM3y BuaHenach HebornbLas nnoLwagka ¢ KpyTbiMM KaMEHUCTbIMU
OTKOCaMu Mo CTOpoHaM. Ha gHe ee cTosna nyxuua 3aTxnon 3eneHoBaTon BoAbl, B KOTOPOWH
nnasanu ynaswme nuctbd. OT NNowankn CUbHO TAHYNO NCUHON. [laxke pe3knin 3anax ToNbko
YTO NPUMATBLIX NANOPOTHUKOB TOHYN B TAXENOM, Bcenornowawuwem cobaybem cmpage. Mo
BCen nnowagke obinm pasdbpocaHbl ronyouHble nepbs, Koe-rae BUAHENNCH KIOYKU LWEPCTU —
no BCen BUAMMOCTH, Kponuiben nnm 6enuuben. CnyctmBLUMCL YyTb HWXe, Llapanka
OCTaHOBUWIICA Nepea Kyven cobavybero gepbma, noHoxan — 1 ¢ OTBPaLLEHMEM OTLLATHYICA.

OrHerpuB BHMMaTENbHO BcMaTtpmBarncs BHu3. Cobaku [ABYHOrMX HMKOrga He ocTaBanuch B fiecy
Hagonro! 3a Bpems nporynku oHW He ycnenu Obl Tak UCTONTaTb TPaBy, HANOBUTb CTOMBKO ANYN,
a rmaBHOe, OCTaBUTb CTONbLKO 3anaxos! 13 oBpara BOHSAMNO, Kak U3 nNUcben Hopb!!

— Yto ckaxewb? — cnpocuna Kuctouka.

— He 3Hato! — otBeTun OrHerpume, cTapasicb CKpbITb CBOO TpeBory. — [oxoxe, YTo TyT KUBET
Kakas-To notepsaBLiasics cobaka. Bo3amoxHo, oHa y6exana ot ceoux [IByHOrmx. «A 4to, ecnu
TaMHCTBEHHble [IByHOrMe nckanm MMeHHO ee?» — NpoHecnock y Hero B ronoese. OH cpasy
BCNOMHUI Tpoux [BYyHOMMX, KOTOpbIE BbINIE3NU U3 CBOEro YyaoBuLLa, Koraa oHu ¢ [NecyaHom
Bypen oxotunuck Bosne Boicoknx CoceH. Ho Beab 3T0 ObINO O4eHb Aaneko oTcioga, Ha gpyron
CTOpOHe TeppuTopun 'pososoro nnemeHu!

— Y10 cobupaelubca genaTtb? — HeEOXMAAHHO cepbe3Ho cnpocun Llapanka.
— [Oonoxy 060 Bcem CuHen 3Besae, — B30oxHyn OrHerpmB. — Ecnun no Hawen Tepputopun
O6poanT kakas-To cobaka, Hy)KHO HeMeaIeHHO YTO-TO NPeanpPUHSTbL. Bo3MOXHO, Mbl cymeeM

KaK-HI/I6yﬂ,b BbIMaHUTb UNK BbIrHaTb ee?

EpOD,FNaﬂ cobaka — 3TO OYeHb U OYEeHb Cepbe3HOo. BO-I'IepBbIX, OHa pacnyrmBaeT 1 NoxXunpaet n



6e3 Toro CKyOHYIO ON4b, @ BO-BTOPbIX, OHa MOXET HanacTb Ha KOFO-HI/I6y,EI,b 13 BOMHOB!

OrHerpvB NoBepHyNCA CNUHOM K nnoLlaake n nobpen obpatHo B narepb. Bcto Aopory oH HUKak
He MOr oTAenartbCsi OT OLLYLLEHUS!, YTO B NOCreaHee BpeMs fiec cTan YyXum u BpaxaeOHbIM.
OrHerpuvB 3Han 34ech Kaxaoe AepeBO, KaXayr TPOMMHKY, HO rae-To B camon rmybuHe neca
NPUTaNNOCL HEYTO, YEr0 OH HE NOoHUMar. ATo ObIN He 3anax, He 3ByK — CKopee, Kakoe-To eaga
pasnuynmoe rpo3Hoe axo... BoaMoxHo, 310 Bcero nuib cobaka. A 4To ecnu ctpaxu CuHen
3Be3gbl Havanm cbbiBaTbCcA? Heyxenu 3Be3gHoe nnemsi NpurotoBmno MPo3oBLIM KOTaM HOBbIE
NcnbITaHNA?

MaTpynb 6bIN yxe Henoganeky oT nareps, korga OrHerpmMB NOYyA 3a CBOEW CNMHOM 3anax
po30BbLIX KOTOB. [loBEPHYBLUMCH, OH yBUAen bypaHa, BecHaHky 1 benbiwa. Npoanpasack Yyepes
obyrneHHble ebpu, OHM BONOYUNN B Narepb NonmaHHyto 4o6bI4y.

— Hob6pas oxota? — cnpocun OrHerpums, Koraa noeubl Npubnmsnnnce.

BypaH cTeneHHO NOMnoXus Ha 3eMr CBOErO Kponuka.

— He aypHasi, — kuBHyn oH. — Ho 3a aTum npuwnock 6exatb k Yetbipem [epeBbsam!

— 3710 HecTpawHo! — ogobpun OrHerpue. — 3aTo gobbiva xupHada. OTnudHo nopadortanu! —
KPWKHYN OH, obpaluasck k BecHaHke n benbily, koTopblie Bonoumnm B 3ybax no 6enke.

— Tbl 3Haewb, OrHerpms, Mbl 3aMeTUNN KOE-4YTO CTPaHHOE, — OYEHb CEPbEe3HO MPOroBOPUI
BypaH. — [aBai nonaem B narepb 1 NOroBOPUM.

Benbiin BOMH nogoGpan ceBoero kponuka u nowen cnegom 3a OrHerpueoM. Koraa go6biva 6bina
crioxeHa B 06Lwyto Ky4y, OrHerpus nocrasn opy>eHoCLEeB HAaKOPMUTb CTapelLLrH, a cam ycerncs
nosaBTpakaTtb psaom ¢ BypaHom. KucTtouka BbiTalmna nus Ky4m YepHoro Aposaa v

npucoegnHmnnacb K HUM.

— Tak 4To Bbl BUAenu? — cnpocun OrHerpus, Koraa nepBble KyCKU 3eMIIEPOMKN HECKOMBKO
YTONUIN HECTEPNUMBIN rofog, NOCENUBLLUMIACS B MyGUHE ero XuBoTa.

YBuAeB, kak noMmpadHen BypaH, OH MOHSAM, YTO yXXe 3HaeT OTBET.

— PasbpocaHHble Kycku anym, — gonoxun bypaH. — Knoubs kponunyben wepctn. N cHoBa
cobauunn 3anax. Ha aToT pas mMbl NoYysAnuM ero Henoganeky ot Yetbipex [lepeBbes, BO3ne
rpaHunubl ¢ PeYHbIM nnemMeHemMm.

— 3anax cBexun?

— ﬂymaro, B‘-IepaLLIHI/II7I. OFHerI/IB KUBHYI. OT BOMNHeHuUs Y HEro gaxe B nanax 3akosnorsio.



MpornoT1e ocTaTky CBOeNn 3eMreporikim, OH pacckasan BypaHy o ToM, 4TO OHM OBHapYXUNu
YyTPOM.

— [la Tam BCe BOKpYr NPOBOHAMNO NcuHoun! — gobasuna Kucrtouka, nogHnmas rofioBy OT CBOEro
Apo3na. — BeixoguT, kakaa-To cobaka nocenunachb Ha Hallen TEppUTOPUN 1 BOPYET Hally
andp?

— Oymato, ga, — kmeHyn OrHerpms, noBopaymBasich kK bypaHy. — Korga Tbl B nepBbiii pa3
paccka3san MHe 0 Nepbsax U 0 3anaxe, 4 Nogymarl, 4To 3Ta BopoBaTas ncuHa ybpanacb JOMOM
BMeCTe co cBomm [1ByHOrmMm. Ho Tenepb sICHO, 4YTO BCce 00CTOMT ropasgo xyxe!

— MbI OMmKHbI M3rHaTb ee! — cypoBo psABKHYN bypaH.
— 4 3Hato. MNongy, gonoxy CuHen 3Be3ge. [lymato, oHa 3axoyeT co3BaTb obLiee cobpaHue.

MoknHyB BypaHa ¢ Kuctoukon, OrHerpme Hanpasuics K ckarne, Nog KOTOPOW »una
npensoanTensHuua. Mpubnukancs nonaeHs, n narepb 6bin NOrpy>keH B CBOU 06bIYHbIE
MUpHbIE 3a60Tbl. Yronek ¢ beicTponanom 6oponuck Bosne neLiepbl opyxeHocues. Boane
Xnnuia BOMHOB NEHMBO BbINM3biBanu apyr gpyra YepHobypka n benocHexka, o6e Bbirnagenm
ycTanbiMy U COHHbIMW NOCME HOYHOIO AeXypcTea. B LeHTpe nonsaHbl 3natowwenka maxana
nanamm 1 XBOCTOM, NOA3bIBas CBOErO rMyxX0oro KoTeHka, a bypbin BHUMaTensHo Habnogan 3a
Hen. Y OrHerpuBa 060opBanochb cepgue npu ogHON MbICIN O TOM, KaKOW KpOBaBbli Xaoc
BOLl@apuTCA B narepe, ecnu ankas cobaka Kakum-To 4yaoMm CyMeeT ero Hantu!

OH 6bIn yxe BO3ne caMon neLlepsbl, korga gopory emy nperpagun bypbin.
— OrHerpuB, MOXHO ¢ To601 noroBopuTb? OrHErpMB 3amsancs.
— Tonbko o4eHb 6bIcTpo, Bypbin. A nay k Cunen 3sesge.

— [eno kacaetcs MopHOCTaNKn, — NosiCHUN BOMH. — oHMMaellb, s 04eHb BECMNOKOKCh 3a
Hee. OHa Bce ele HageeTcs, YTo CHEXOK CMOXET CTaTb OPY>XEHOCLIEM, U Hagymarna cama ObiTb
ero HactasHuuen! En kaxetca, yto ecnu CnHas 3Be3ga yBUAUT, Kak MHOTO OH YMEET, OHa
obsa3arenbHO coenaeT ero BOMHOM.

OrHerpu1B NoOBEPHYNCS U BHUMATENbHEE NOCMOTPEN Ha UrpatoLLMX MaTb U KOTEHKA. Tenepb OH
SICHO BMAEN, YTO 3TO Obinia BOBCE He nrpa — no kpanHen mepe, and FopHocTankn. OHa
HacTon4mneo oby4yana cesoero CHexka OXOTHUYLEN cTorke. CHEXOK MpMHMMan Bce 3TO 3a HOBYIO
urpy. OH pafOCTHO ONPOKNABIBANICS Ha CNUHY, KyBblpkarncs, 6apabaHun nankamm no
MaTepuHCKUM B6okam — HO Aake He cobupancs NOBTOPSATb €€ ABVMXKEHNS.

CropbusLumce, OrHerpme ¢ rpyCTbio CMOTPEN Ha HUX.



— BoamoxHo, aTo k ny4ywemy, — B3goxHyn oH. — Korga FopHocTanka nonmeT, 4To oby4nTb
Marsbila HEBO3MOXHO, en ByaeT nerdye CMUPUTLCA C TEM, YTO OH HUKOTAa He CTaHET BOUMHOM.

— Bo3moxHO, — ¢ coMmHeHnem oTo3Bancs bypbin. — A Bygy npucmartpueaTth 3a HUMU, 1agHO?
Baopyr a cmory emy 4yem-Hmbyab nomodb. Hago nogymars!

OrHerpvB ogo6puTenbHO NOCMOTPEN HA MONOAOrO KOTMKA. Bypbii HE Tak 4aBHO CTan BOMHOM,
HO rOBOPWN M AENCTBOBAs, KaK 3pesblil, YyMyOpPEeHHbIN onbiToM KOT. OH JaBHO ObIfl rOoTOB CTaTb
HacTaBHUKOM. OrHerpmB He COMHeBarcs, YTo U3 byporo BeIMaeT HACTOMUYUBLIA U TEPMENUBLIN
yuntenb. Ho CHexka eMy yxXe HMKorga He NpuaeTcs BOCNUTLIBATD... [TIlyXOMY KOTEHKY He

CY>XOEHO CTaTb OpyXeHocueM, Mot Ha CoBeT B HOYb MOMHOMYHUSA, eMYy HUKOr4a He No3HaTb
BENMKOE cYacTbe BOMHA, oThatoero Bcero cebst ceoemy nnemenn! begHoin, 6eaHbin CHexok!

OpHako Ao Tex nop, noka He NoApPOCNM OcTanbHble ManbiWwn, Bypbli BonHe MOXET NOBO3UTLCS
C MMYXUM KOTEHKOM.

— OyeHb XOpOoLLO, TOMBLKO CMOTPU, YTOObLI 3TO HE NOMeLLano OcTarnbHbIM TBOUM 06513aHHOCTAM,
— pewwun OrHerpme. — Ecnn npugymaelub Yto-Hnbyab, o6si3atensHO gan MHe 3HaTtb. [lymato,
HYXXHO eLLe pa3 noroeopuTs ¢ MNenenuuen.

— Cnacunbo, OrHerpus! — obpagoBanca monogon BouH. OH pacTsiHyncs Ha 3emne, NoABEPHYB
nanku nog rpyaky, n npuHsncsa Habnogate 3a FOpHOCTANKoOM U ee KOTEHKOM.

OrHerpuB nomeanun. OH xanen Bcex — U ryxoro KOTeHKa, 1 ero HecyacTHyto MaTb, U byporo,
KOTOPbIA HUKAK HE MOXET NOoMy4nTb COGCTBEHHOIO Opy)XeHocua. B3agoxHyB, OH NOBEPHYICS U
Bowen B newepy CuHen 3Be3qbl.

MpeaBoguTenbHMLA Nexarna Ha NogCcTUIIKE B camMOM danbHeEM yriy newepsl. Tam uapun
nonympak, u1 CuHaa 3Besfia kasanacb xyooun cepown TeHbto. OHako, cyas no BansowmMmcs Ha
nony octatkam 6enku, npegsoanTenbHULA noena, a, nogonga onmwke, OrHerpme yBmaen, 4To
OHa, NOBEPHYB ronoBy Ha3af, Bbln3biBaeT cebe cnuHky. Heyxenun CunHss 3Be3ga HakoHeu-TO
noLusia Ha nonpaeky?!

OrHerpumB nockpeb Kortammu no nosy, YTobbl Npmeneyb ee BHUMaHue. CnHas 3Be3na pesko
OrnsHynaco.

— MoxHo k Tebe, CuHas 3Be3na? Y MeHsi CpoyHoe coobliieHme.

— [Monarato, HM4ero xopollero? — kucno cnpocuna CuHsasa 3sesga. Yeuaes, 4to OrHerpums
CMYLLEHHO NOTYNWUIICA, NpeaBoguTernbHMLA HEMHOMO CMArdYnnach.

— Xopowuo, xopowo. PacckasbiBain, Yto Tam y Tebsi ewe!



— lMoxoxe, B necy 3abnyaunack kakas-To cobaka. OrHerpue nogpo6Ho pacckasarn, kak bypaH
BrepBble 06Hapyxun cobaybm cneabl Bo3ne HarpeTbix KamHeit, [ON0XMN O CEerogHsHem
OTKPbITUM BO3Mne 3MenHON FOpKM 1 3aKOHYMI COOBLLEHEM O HaldeHHbIX Bo3ne YeTbipex
llepeBbeB KPOnMYbMX OCTaHKax.

CuHsaga 3Bes3ga cnywana monya, He nepebusasi. HenogsukHbI B3rmnsag ee Obin yCTpeMsieH B
cteHy. Korga OrHerpmuB 3akOH4YUI, OHA NOBEPHYNa rofioBy M cnpocuna:

— Bosne YeTbipex [lepeBbeB, roBopullb? 'oe MMeHHo?!
— BypaH ckasan, 4To OKono rpaHuLbl ¢ Pe4HbiM nnemMeHeMm.
CuHaga 3Bes3ga ¢ rmyxmm pbldaHMEM MOMOCHYMa KOrTsaiMu no nony newepsl.

— AcHo! Tenepb MHe Bce AcHO! — npoxpunena oHa. — lNnemsa BeTpa oxoTntca Ha Hallen
3emne! OrHerpmB Tak 1 3amep, BblTapalluB rnasa.

— M-nouemy? MNMpoctu, CunHas 3ee3na, HO S He NOHUMALO!

— MoTtomy 4TO Thi rNynew! — obpyLwmnack Ha Hero NPeaBoANTENbHMLA, HO TYT Xe yCnokomnach
n gpyxxentobHo ynbibHynack: — HeT, KOHeYHO, Tbl He rnyney, OrHerpms. Tbl XOPOLUWIA U BEPHbIN
BOWH. Tbl HE BUHOBAT, YTO CMMLLKOM YMCT cepaueM, YToObl pasragatb YepHble 3aMbiChbl
npegarenen n anogees!

«YT0 OHa Takoe roBoput? — BGecnomolryHo nogyman OrHerpus. — Heyxenu 3abbina, 4to 310 4
nepBbI OTKPbIN €N rMasa Ha npegaTenscTeo 3se3gouana?!»

lonoea y Hero nowrna kpyrom. A oH-To peLwunn, Yto CuHaga 3Besga HakoHel, nonpaenaeTcs!
Tenepb OrHerpmB iCHO BMAen, 4YTo pasym ee npebbiBaeT B TymaHe. [nasa CuHen 3Be3abl
MeTanu MosHMK, CBangaBLUasiCa WepCTb NogHsNach AbIbom, CNOBHO NpeaBoguTeNnbHMLA Buaena
nepepn cobor He COGCTBEHHOrO rnallartas, a nonyuLle pasbspeHHbiX Bparos. Bnpoyem,
BO3MOXHO, TaKk OHa 1 gymarna.

— CuHaa 3eesgal — nonbiTancs obpasymnte ee OrHerpme. — Besae, rae mMbl HaLWm
pacTep3aHHyl AUYb, CUNbHO Naxno cobakamu. He CToMT Bo3naratb BUHY Ha Apyrue nnemMmeHa,
nx 3anaxa Mbl HUrge He obHapyxunu!

— MbiweronoBbin gypeHb! — npoiwwmnena CuHaa 3sesga, rpo3HO pa3MaxmBasi XBOCTOM. —
PasBe cobakn Tak cebsa BeayT? Bce 3HalOT, 4TO OHM NPUXOAAT B Nlec € [IByHOrMN N yXOOAT C
HuMK obpaTHo! [la cnbixaHHoe nn geno, 4Tobbl cobaka Hocmnack No necy cama no cebe?!

— Ho ecnu yero-1o He 6bifo paHbLUe, 3TO eLe HE 3HAUYUT, YTO STOM0 HE MOXET NPOU30UTH
Tenepb! — B oT4yasHMK Bckpudan OrHerpue. — C 4ero Tbl B3sna, 4To 3TO nnems Betpa?



— Heyxenn Tbl cam He NOHAN? — CPbIBAKOLLMMCS OT 31100bl FOfI0COM BCKpUKHYNa CuHas
3Be3pa. — Toraa s Tebe 06bsicHo! BceM n3BecTHO, 4TO NnemMsi BeTpa noBKo 0XoTUTCS Ha
KpOonukoB. 3HauuT, Bo3ne YeTbipex [lepeBbeB kakme-1o Kponuvku nepebexanu rpaHuly PedHoro
nnemeHun! Tbl ke 3Haellb, B 3TOM MecTe Y PedHbIX KOTOB 04eHb y3Kas nonocka tepputopun. Tak
BOT, BOMHbI BeTpa, npecneays ceoto Jobbivy, nepebexanu Yepes ABe rpaHuLbl U NPUKOHYMIN
Ondb Ha Hawen Tepputopun. — OHa roBopuna Bce aTo Tak yBEPEHHO, CITOBHO CBOUMM rrasamMmu
BMaena noroH. — [la 310 NOHATHO JaXe HOBOPOXAEHHOMY KOTeHKy! — OHa CHOBa uapanHyna
kortamu no nony. — Hy nagHo! Nnema BeTpa goporo 3annatuT Ham 3a CBOKO Aep30CTh!

Y OrHerpuBa ynano cepgue. Heyxenu CuHasa 3sesga 3agymana atakoBatb nnems Betpa? «Ho
Mbl HE MOXXeM cebe 3TOro No3BosiMTb! — MbICIIEHHO BO3MYTUICS OH. — Y Hac u 6e3 Toro
XBaTaeT HenpuaTHocTen». byaTto mano Toro, 4To 3Be3agouan 3a4actun B PeyHoe nnemsa u o
yem-To 6ecenyeT ¢ OuenoTkon! Kakast MoxeT ObiTb BOViHa ¢ nnemeHeM BeTpa B To Bpems, Kak
nnems TeHel obbeanHsietTcs ¢ PeyHbimn koTamu!!

— BoamoxHo, Tl npaBa, CuHsas 3Be3ga, — Kak MOXHO MsArde Havan oH. — Ho Mbl He MOXeM
006BMHUTL NNems BeTpa, He nmes gokasaTtenbcTB. Bce a10 nuwb npegnonoxeHuns. Begb 3a
KpOJSiMka M1 MOFIM OXOTUTbCA U PevHble KOTbl, NpaBaa?

— Her, HenpaBaa! — ¢ HerogoBaHveM obpywmnnace Ha Hero CuHas 3Be3fga. — PeyHble KOoTbl
HUKorga He nocmenu 6bl nepenTn rpaHmuy! OHM GnaropogHble, OHM YTAT BOMHCKNUIA 3aKOH!
Heyxxenu Tbl 3a6bin, Kak OHX NOMOrNM Ham BO Bpems noxapa? [da mbl Obl BCe cropenu 3axmBeo
U1 YTOHYNK, ecnn 6bl He BeNuKodyLHble PevHble KoTbl!

«W OuenoTtka HuMKorga He No3BonuT Ham 3abbiTb 006 aTon ycnyre! — mMpayHo nogyman
OrHerpmB. — Heckonbko pacTep3aHHbIX KPONIMKOB MOTYT ObITb NULLIb HAYaNoM HaCTOSLEN
pacnnarbl...»

B cneayrowmin Mur OH ONOMHUACS N CEPANTO TPAXHYN ronnoBou. 1o Kakomy npasy OH MblTaeTcs
BO3MOXNUTb BUHY Ha PeuHoe nnema?! [paBo, OH NOCTynaeT HUYyThb He fyylle CBoen
npegsoanTenbHuLbl! Heyxxenun oH 3abbin o 3anaxe?! [lobblvy Tep3ana cobaka, 3HaunT, HY>KHO
BO 4TO Obl TO HM cTano ybeauTb B aToM CuHioto 3Be3ay.

— MNocnywan, CnHas 3Be3ga, 9 gymato... — Hadan oH.

Ho npeasoautensHuua npeHebpexxmTenbHO B3MaxHyna XBOCTOM, OTMETasA ero CoobpaKeHus.
— [oBonbHo! — psaBKHyra oHa. — PasBe He Tbl, OrHerpus, 9Bunca Ko MHe nocrie CoseTa u
pacckasan, Yto 3Be3gHbin Jlyd nepsBbiM Npu3Han 3eesgouana npeasoguTenem niemMeHm

TeHeln? Heyxenn aToro HeQoCTaTovHO?

— A ckasan, 4YTo OH HexoTsa npusHan ero! — 3anpotectoBan OrHerpue, HO CuHsAs 3Be3ga u



cnywaTtb He CTana.

— Hagpgetocb, Tbl He 3abblin, kak BOMHbI BeTpa He nponycTunun meHs k Beicokum Ckanam? A kak
OHM Hananu Ha Tebs, korga Tl Ben benbiwa gomon? OHM He UCMbITbIBAOT HXU MarnenLen
GnarogapHocTu K [pO30BOMY MNEMeHM, a BeAb 3TO Mbl KOr4a-To BEPHYNM UX U3 n3rHaxHumsa! O,
Tenepb s Bce noHana! 3se3gHbin Jlyy o6beanHmnncs co 3se3gHbiM nriemeHem B 6opbbe NpoTme
MeHsA. OH BCTYNuI B COKO3 C MOMMM 3NENLLIMMK BparaMu, OH cBen Apyxby co 3se3gouanom, oH
NocbInaeT CBOMX BOMHOB OXOTUTLCA Ha Moen 3emre... OH He4OCTOMH HOCUTb UMSI BOMHA, OH...
— ma3sa ee ropenu 6e3yMHbIM OrHEM, COPBaHHbIN rofoc NPeBpaTUIics B XpUnsoe kapkaHbe,
Ka3anochb, KaXKaoe CIioBO JAETCS el C OrPOMHbBIM TPYAOM.

Tenepb OrHerpus ncnyrancd no-Hactosiwiemy. He csogsi rmas ¢ o6esymeBLuen
npeaBoaAUTENbHULBI, OH HaYarn MeaneHHo NATUTLCS K BbIXOAY.

— Ycnokovica, Cunas 3sesgal — ymonstowle nenetan oH. — Tbl He3gopoBa, Tebe BpeaHo
BONHoBaTtbCsA. A cenvac nososy lNenenuvuy!

OH 6bIn yxe y caMoro Bbixoda, korga AUKUIA BO Npopesan TULLMHY nonsiHbl. Kasanocs,
Kpuyarnm cpasy HecKorbKo KOTOB, rofloca UX CrMBanuchb B OTYasiHHbIN, MOSHbIN y)kaca BONSb.
OrHerpuB NoBepPHYIcs U, He MOMHS cebs OT cTpaxa, BbINeTen 13 neLlepsbl.

OnycTeBLwwas nonsiHa, NMLWeEHHas 3aLMTbl CrOPEBLUNX BETBEW, Oblna 3anuta HeNpuBbIYHbIM,
ocnenuTenbHO-pe3kMM ceeToM. KoTbl pasbexanunch no KpasM NonsHbl, NbiTasgCh YKPbITLCSA B
obropeBLwmnx 3apocnsix nanopoTHuka. Kpaem rnasa OrHerpme 3aMeTun, kak 3natoLuenka u
CwvHernaska ToponnmBo 3aTankmBaloT KOTAT B AETCKYHO, a bypbiii pelumMTensHO roHUT CTapenLlnH
K NoBaneHHOMY AepeBy, HEMUITOCEPAHO TOMNKas M NOATOHASA CMOTbIKAKLLMXCH CTApUKOB.

CrpyavsLumecs y kpasi NonsiHbl KOTbl C Y)kacoM cMoTpenu B He6o. 3anpokuHyB rornoey,
OrHerpuvB ycnbllwan XnonaHbe KpbiNbeB 1 yBUAEN Kpy’Kallerocs Haf nonsiHon sictpeba. Peskuii
KPUK XULLHKKA npopesan Bo3ayX. B ToT e mur OrHerpuve ¢ y)xacom MOHSAI, Y4TO He BCe KOTbI
ycnenu yKpbITbCs OT onacHocTu. MMyxoi CHEeXOoK No-npexHeMy BeCeno KyBblpKarcs B CaMoM
LieHTpe 3an1TON COMNHLIEM MONSIHbI.

— CHexok! — oTyasiHHO 3akpuyana [opHocTalika.

OHa BbICckoYMIa Yepes 3aHUIN BbIXOA AETCKOWN, KOTOPbIA KOPONeEBbI MCMOob30oBanu, YTobbl
X0OWTb MO HyXae, U Gpocunack k cBoeMy Manbilwy. B ToT e mur sctpeb kaMHeM ynan Ha
nonsiHy. CHEXXOK rPOMKO 3aKpuyarn, Koraa oCTpble KOITU XULLHMKA BOH3UITUCb EMY B CIIVHY.
CHoBa pa3sganocb xfonaHbe orpoMHbIX KpbinbeB. OrHerpms yxe 6exan k CHeXKy, HO
opHocTalka onepeauna ero. Koraa sictpe6 nonbitancs nogHATbCS B BO34yX, CKMMas B KOTTSX
CBOW 106blIvy, cTapast koporieBa nogbexarna u oT4asiHHO BLenunach B 6enyto LWepcTb KOTEHKa.

Heckonbko TOMUTENBHO OOMAMMX MITHOBEHUI MaTb W CbiH MblTannCb CrnpaBnUTbCA C OrPOMHbIM



XULWHUKOM. OrHerpmBs nognpbirHyn — Ho sicTpeb Obin yxxe CnmMwKom BbicoKo. Kpenye CTUCHyB
CBOI A00bIvYy, OH pa3xan o4Hy fany v nNonocHyn FopHocTarky No nuuy CBOMMK CTpaLUHbIMK
kortamu. Kowka B3maxHyna nanamm un TsKeno onpokvHynack Ha 3eMmnto. 36aBmBLUMCh OT
NULWHEro Beca, AcTpeb MIHOBEHHO MOAHSANCS BbllLe BEPXYLUEK AePEBLEB U NOMETEN MO
HanpasneHuto K YeTbipem [epesbam. Bckope ncnyraHHbii nuck CHexka pactasn sganu. Bee
CMOIKNO.

— HeTt! — 3anpokunHyB ronosy, B oT4asiHuM 3akpudana [opHocTanka. — Mon manbiww!
ManeHbknin mon! CHexok!

BypbIi npomyanca mumo OrHerpuea, nepenpbIrHyn cTeHy B TOM MecTe, rae oHa BCe elle
ocTaBanacb HeJOCTPOEHHOW, N CKpbIrics B necy. OrHerpmB NpekpacHo NoHMMarl, Y4To rHaTbCs 3a
actpebom GecnonesHo, HO BCe e NOBEPHYICA M MOCMOTPEN Ha BnukanLiero K Bbixogy KoTa.

— BeicTponan! beru ¢ HUM!

BbicTponan oTKpbIn poT, BUAUMO, FOTOBACH COOBLUNTL, YTO BCE KOHYEHO U MOrOHA
B6eccMbICneHHa, HO MOYEeMy-TO NPOMOSYar U NOCNYLIHO NoHeccs crneqoM 3a bypbim.
OcTanbHble KOTbl, €4Ba ONPaBUBLLUCE OT NEPEXUTOrO yKaca, MOTUXOHLKY BEPHYNUCH Ha NONAHY

W Crpyamnmnce BOKpYyr pelaatoLen FopHocTamku.

— BeaHeHbknin! OH xe Huyero He cnbliwan! — npowenTtana MNMecyaHas byps, npuwkumasicb
Hocom K weke OrHerpuBa. — OH He cnblwan Actpeba, He cnblwarn Hac, Korga Mbl Kpudanw. ..

— 370 4 BO BCceM BMHoBata! — npuuymtana [opHocTalnka. — A ocTtaBunia ero... U BOT ero
oonbue HeT! CHexok, CHeXOK... AX, nydwe Obl acTped yHec MeHsi BMecTo Tebs!

MecuaHas bypsa npubnuannack K KOporeBe, KPenko npmxanachk K HeW, a NogocneBLlas
Menenuua npuHANack TOPONSIMBO BbINN3bIBaTb €1 YLLW.

— lMongem B Moo neLuepy, — TUXO BopKoBana oHa. — A nobyay ¢ Tobon. A Teba He ocTasnio.
Ho MopHocTaika He Xenana NnpuHMMaTh HUKaKUX yTeLleHW.

— Mo manbiw nornd ns-3a MeHsi! — ropbko pblgana oHa.

— 370 He TBOA BUHa! — pasgancs peskuin ronoc CnHen 3Be3abl.

OrHerpuB 06epHynca n ysuaen npubnmkatoLlytocs npeasoantensHmuy. OHa wna, WupoKo
pacnpasuB Nsieyn, B rnasax ee ropena mpadvHas pewmmocTtb. Cenvac CuHss 3Be3ga Obina

GonbLue NoxoXxa Ha BOUTENbHULY, YeM oGOl M3 COGPaBLUNXCSI Ha MOMSIHE KOTOB, COKPYLUEHHbIX
CTpalUHbIM noxuiieHem CHexKa 1 ropeM ero HecHacTHOW MaTepu.



— 3710 He TBOSI BUHa! — noBTopuna Cunsaa 3eesga. — BuaaHHoe nun oeno, 4tobbl acTpeb
cpean 6ena gHs, Ha rmasax y CTONMbKMX BOMHOB MOXMLLasn KOTeHKa U3 camoro cepgua narepa?!
3Be3gHoe nnems nocnano Ham 3Hak. A He mory Gonblue cKpbiBaTb OT Bac npasay. — CuHss
3Be3ga ob6Bena rnasammn 3aMmepLunx OT CTpaxa KOTOB, M FOfoc ee 3agpoxan oT rHeea. —
3Be3gHble nNpegkn 06bsBuNKM BoMHY po3oBomMy nnemeHm!

aBa IX

Bce nnems B yxxace ycTaBunocb Ha CBO npeaBoauTensHuly, a CuHss 3sesna, pesko
NOBEPHYBLUNCL 1 Jaxe He B3IMsHYB Ha pblgatoLyto FopHOCTalKy, HanpaBunach B CBOK
nanatky. OrHerpve nowuen 6b1n0 3a Hel, HO OHa NULLL NpoLUMnena, He NoBOpayMBas roNoBbI:

— OcrtaBb MeHs! M Takasa 3anoba npos3syyana B ee rofnoce, 4to OrHerpue eaBa He NpUpoc K
3emMrne.

«Hy, n 4TO MHe Tenepb AenaTb?» — B NOMIHOM OT4YasHMK nogyman oH. OH Buaen, 4to nnems
BOT-BOT yAapuTcs B NaHuKy. BHe3anHoe HanageHue actpeba u xyTkoe npopoyectBo CuHen
3Be3abl NpeBpaTuvM OTBaXHbIX BOMHOB B NepenyraHHbix KOTAT. Ha apoxawmx nanax OrHerpums
nobpen 0o nonsiHbl 1 3acTaBui cebs BCKOUNTb Ha cKany.

— CnywawTe Bce! — Bckpuyan oH. — (po3oBoe nnemsi — Ko MHe!

Mano-nomany KoTbl NOBUHOBANMCb N CTPYAUITUCH B Ky4y Y MOAHOXMSA cKanbl. HekoTopble TO 1
A€eno UcnyraHHo nornsaasiBanu B He60, CIIOBHO oxumaanu, 4to actped moxeT BepHyTbes. Co
cBoero Bo3BbleHns OrHerpme Bugen, kak TpocTuHKa pobko npwkanack K ObiMy, a [lonroxsocT
BCEM TerioM npunan K 3emne, 6yaro oxuaasn, 4to 3Be3gHoe nnemsi BOT-BOT OOPYLUMT Ha HMX
CBEpXY OrHEHHbIN O0XAb.

Motom OrHerpme 3ameTun benbiwa. benocHeXHbIN KOTEHOK B HEAOYMEHMWMW OrMsabiBan
NPUTMXLLUNX BOMHOB.

— [a 4To BbI BCe, C YMa nocxoamnm?! — Bo3MyLLEHHO cnpocus oH Yy BecHaHkM. — Bce 3Hator,
4yTO 3BE3QHOE NMNemMs 3TO NPOCTO AeTcKkasd ckasodka! Yero Bbl Bce nepenyranvcb?! BecHsaHka B

y)xace oTLaTHynach.

— Momonun, Benbiw! 310 Henpasga! — BOCKNUKHYNa oHa.



— [a nagHo, ycnokowcs, — npofypyarn KOTUK U B3MaxHyJs1 cBouM 6enbiM XBOCTOM. — TOSbko
He roBopu, YTO Thl BCEPbE3 BEPULLL B 3Ty venyxy!

C aTnmm crnioBamu OH OEMOHCTPAaTUBHO yCerncd 1 NPUHASCA BblJ1M3biBaTb CBOU Naribl.

OrHerpuBy nokasanocb, 6yaTo KpoBb 3acTbina y Hero B xunax. OH gaBHO 3Har, 4YTo
GENOCHEXHBIN KOTUK HE NMUTAET HUKAKOIO YBAXKEHWS K BOMHCKOMY 3aKOHY, HO O CUX MOP OH U
AymaTb He CMen, YTO NNEMSAHHUK He BEPUT B CaMO CyLLIeCTBOBaHNE 3Be3aHOro nnemenHu!
OrHerpuB ycunuem Bonu nogasui CBOK TpeBory u noobeluan cebe, 4To nonodxe obasarensHo
noaymaeT, 4YTo Aenatb C 4eP3KUM OPYXXEHOCLIEM.

Ha gpyrom kpato nongaHbl MNMenenvua n YepHobypka 6epexxHo Benu MOpHOCTanKy K newlepe
uenuTensHuubl. Ha nonnytu MNenenuua BApYyr OCTaHOBMMAACh, YTO-TO TUXO LUEMNHYNAa Ha yXo
YepHobypke 1, NnpuxpamMbiBasi, BEpHynach K ckane.

— MHe kaxetcs, s Tebe noHagobnock, — 3aaymMumBo ckasana oHa OrHerpumBy. — TonbKo
nocrtapamncs nobeictpee. A gomkHa no3aboTuTbes o MopHocTanke.

OrHerpumB GbICTPO KUBHYII.

— Kotbl 'po3oBoro nnemeHn! — Hayvan oH, NOBLICUB rOf0C. — TOMBbKO YTO Mbl C BaMu
nepexunu ctTpawHoe cobbiTne. Ho gaBanTe He Byaem genatb NpeXxaeBpeMEHHbIX BbIBOOOB U
ewe GonbLue 3anyrmeaTtb cebsi. [ocnylwaem, 4TO cKaxeT Hala LenutenbHuua. MNMenenuua,
ckaxkn, CnHaa 3esesga npasa? O3HadvaeT nu noxuileHne CHexka, 4to 3Be3gHoe nnemsi
ononyMNock NPOTUB Hac?

Menenuua nogHana ronosy 1 3aroBopuna. onoc ee 3Byyan CNOKOMHO N YBEPEHHO.

— Het! — npocTo ckasana oHa. — A 6bina y Beicokorn Ckanbl, 1 pasroBapusana co 3Be3gHbiM
nnemeHem. OHO He coobLano MHe O CBOEM FHeBe.

A He nony4ana HUKakux 3roBeLLMX 3HakoB. [ocne noxapa Hal narepb JULWUICS 3aLUTbI
AEepPEBbLEB, OH BECb HA BMAY, Kak Ha Kolladbei nane, BOT ACTpeb 1 3ameTun gobbidy.

— 3710 GbIST BCEro NULLIb HECYACTHbIN CnyyYan? — HacTonumeo crnpocun OrHerpume.

— HecuacTtHbIn cnyyan, — noeTtopuna lMNMenenvua. — N 3Be3gHoe nnemsi TyT COBEPLUEHHO HU
npu 4yem.

yBepeHHOCTb Menenuubl okasana 6J'IaFOTBOpHOG BO34ENCTBME Ha CO6paBUJI/IXCFI. OFHerl/IB
BMAaen, 4Tto KoTbl CTarn NOHEMHOry yCcnokanBaTbCA. OHu Bce eLe Obinmn NOTPACEHbI N
paccCTpoeHbl, HO K3 Ma3 UX Ha4ano NOTUXOHbKY UCHe3aTb 3aTpaBneHHOe, NCNnyraHHoe



BblpaXeHune.

OrHerpuB xoTen 6bino paccnabutbcsi, HO HOBasi MbICIb 3acTaBuUa ero NOXonoAeTb OT cTpaxa.
Kak Tonbko KOTbl ONpaBATCst OT NOTPSICEHNS, OHU HAYHYT CnpaLlnBaTh APYr Apyra 0 TOM, NoYemMy
CuHsia 3Be3na ocmenunachk 06BMHUTL 3BE3[HbIX NPeaKoB B Tparmyeckon rnoenun CHexka.

— Cnacubo, MNMenenuua, — yctano ckasan oH. LlenvtenbHuua BamaxHyna XBOCTMKOM U BbICTPO
3axpomara B CBOK neLuepy.

OrHerpuyB nogoulen K camoMy Kpato ckanbl U 00Ben rnasamu obpalleHHbIe K HEMY nmua.

— £ xouy pacckasaTtb Bam eLle Koe 0 YeM, — Hadan oH. OrHerpus He 6bin yBEPEH, UMEET Nn
OH npaeo nepeunTb Bone CuHen 3Be3abl, 06BMHMBLLEN NNemMsi BeTpa B HE3aKOHHOWM OXOTe Ha
KPOJMKOB, HO paan 6e30nacHOCTM NfIEMEHN OH HEe MOr cMonyaTb. — KaxeTcsd, Ha TeppuTopum
po3oBoro nnemMeHn nosieunack 6poasiyasa cobaka. Noka ee HUKTO He BUAES, HO Mbl
obHapyxunu ee 3anax Bokpyr Yetbipex [lepeBbeB n Bosne 3menHom [opku.

KoTbl B3BONHOBAHHO 3allymenu, a lNecyaHasa bypsi rpoMKO KpUKHyna:

— Tbl NOMHULWb TEX cobak ¢ oepMbl, 4TO 3a TeppuTopmren nnemeHn Betpa? MoxeT, aTo ogHa
N3 HUX?

— MoxeT 6bITb, — knBHyn OrHerpums, NPUNOMHMB CBUPENbIX TBAPEW, KOTOPbIE €ABa He
pasopBanu nx ¢ lNecyaHon bypen Ha nyTn K xxunuwy [ByHOrmnx, rae TOMUICs B 3aTo4eHUn
Benbiw. — [1o Tex nop, noka ata Mep30CTb He yBepeTcs C HalLen 3eMnu, 9 Npu3biBato BCEX
6bITb HacTopoxe! C cerogHALWHEro AHS opy>XeHocubl 6yayT BbIXOAUTb B f1€C TOMbKO B
COMNPOBOXAEHUN BOMHOB. Bce naTpyrnbHbIe M OXOTHMKKU NOMyYaloT HOBYIO 3aady — MUCKaTb
cnegpbl npebbiBaHnsa cobakun. ObpalyanTe BHUMaHWE Ha BCE — Ha 3anax, Ha crefbl nar, Ha
pa3bpocaHHbIe KIOYbS ANYM. ..

— W Ha gepbmo! — gobasuna Kncrtouka. — 3TuM rpsasHble TBapy HUKOMA4A He 3akanbiBaloT CBOKO
rpssb!

— BepHo, — kuHyn OrHerpuB. — Kak Tonbko yBMANTE YTO-TO NOSO3PUTENBHOE, HEMEANEHHO
AoKnaabiBaniTe MHe. Hy>KHO Kak MOXHO CKopee BbISICHUTb, rae aTa cobaka yctpouna cebe
xunuwle!

OTtnaBas pacnopsikeHusi, OrHerpuB ctaparcsi BbirnsiAeTb CMOKONHbIM, YTOObI HE Bbl4aTb CBOErO
cTpaxa. OH HMKaK He MOr OTAEenaTbCsl OT OLLYLLEHUs!, YTO Nec BpaxaebHo 3atanncs u
HabnoaaeT 3a HUM, CKpbIBasi B CBOEN Yalle Kakoro-To XYTKOro, cMepTenbHoro Bpara. Ctpax
nepepn 3Be3goLanom Gbin yxaceH, Ho 3To Obin CTpax nepeq oTKPbITbIM HanageHneM. Coscem
Apyroe Aeno nputavBLuascs B fiecy cobaka — HeBuaMMas, Henpeackasyemas U HeyMosnvMasi.



Mpenynpeave nnemsi, OrHerpuB CripbIrHyn co ckarbl 1 Hanpaewncs k newepe Menenuubl. OH
ObIn y>xe Ha nonnyTu, Koraa 3aMeTun Bo3BpallaloLerocs B narepb byporo v koBbinsiBiero 3a
HVUM BbicTponana. BcknokoyeHHas WepcTb MONoAoro BovHa Gbina Mectamm nopeaHa —
BMOMMO, B NOroHe 3a icTpeboM OH Heccsl NPsIMO Yepe3 BypernoM 1 Kom4mne KycTbl LNMOBHUKA.
EfBa B3rnsiHyB Ha NMOHYPEHHbIE NIeYn 1 onyLEeHHYo ronoBy Byporo, OrHerpue noHsin, 4To
MOrOHs1 OKa3anacb HanpacHOW, HO BCE »Ke OCTaHOBUIICS U NOAOXKAAM, NMoka BOMH NOAONAET K
HeMy C JOKMaaoM.

— MHe o4eHb anb, OFHerI/IB. MbI nbITanMcb AorHaTb ero, HO nortepann n3 smay.

— Bbl cgenanu Bce, 4TO Mornu, — Tuxo otBeTun OrHerpus, NpUXMMasch Nb6OM K nnevy BouHa.
— C camoro Ha4yana 6bIno ACHO, YTO HaaeXxabl Mano.

— HAcHo, sicHo! TonbKo 3ps BpeMsa U cunbl notepsanu! — npmBbIMHO NpoBopyan beicTponan, HO
no ero nevanbHbIM rnazam OrHerpmBe MOHSAM, YTO CBaPSIMBLIN KOTUK UCKPEHHE XaneeT 0 TOM, YTO
MM He yaanocb cnacty manbiwa.

— [ae lNopHocTanka? — cnpocun Bypbin.

— Y lMNenenuupl. A Kak pa3 HanNpaensiloCb K HERN, a Bbl noobeganTte U nanTe oTabixaTtb.

OH HemHoro nogoxaan, Ytobbl yoeanTbes, 4YTo ero npukas OyaeT UCMOSHEH, M NMoLlen CBOEN
poporon. NMecyaHasa byps, He roBopsa HK CrioBa, NnocrnegoBana 3a HAM. Belnaa Ha NonsHKy
nepep newepown MNenenuubl, OHX yBUAENW Nexallyto Ha 3emne [opHocTanky. Pagom ¢ Hen

cungena L{epH06ypKa M NacKoBO BblJ13biBara oGeccmneBmyro OT ropsa Koporiesy.

3 pacwienuHbl ckanbl nokasanack MNenenuua. B 3y6ax y Hee Obin 3a)kaT Kakon-TO CBEPHYTHIN
JICTOK, KOTOPbIA OHa TOPOMNMAMBO NONOXKNa Ha 3eMsto nepen MopHOCTanKon.

— OT0 MakoBble ceMeHa, — TUX0 nNporoBopuna oHa. — Cbellb ux, FopHocTaiika, OHUM NOMOryT
Tebe yCHyTb.

Kakoe-To Bpemsi lopHOCTalika ocTaBanach HENOABMKHA, CITOBHO He criblllara, Ho NMoToM
6e3yyacTHO NpPUNOAHsNach, NOBEPHYNA rOfIOBY M CrINM3HYNa C MCTa YepHble CeMeHa.

— Y MeHs1 6onbLue He BygeT KOTAT, — XpUnno npoLwlentana oHa. — Mos XM3Hb KoH4YeHa. A
YXOXY K CTapenLLmHaMm.

— Onu 6yayT pagpl Tebe, — npoopkoBana lNecyaHas byps, yknagbiBasicb paaom
KOpOoreBoMn.

Bckope makoBble 3epHa nogencTsoBanu, 1 rorosa



rOpHOCTaVIKI/I yCTano CKIoHunnacb Ha narbl.

3acTbIB y Kpas nonsHel, OrHerpus pactporaHHo cMmoTpen Ha lNMecyaHyto bypro. OH 3Han ee Kak
BGeccTpallHy 1 CaMOOTBEPXKEHHYHO BOUTENbHULLY, OH NPUBbLIK Crerka nobamesaTbCcs ee 0CTpOro
A3blka M KPYTOro HpaBa, HO HUKOrga He Buaen ee Takown 3aboTnmnBon n HexxHon. M BnepBble B
Xun3Hmn OrHerpue nogyman, yto lNecyaHasi Byps cTaHeT npekpacHom maTepblo.

OH Tak rny6oKo yLen B CBOM MbICIM, YTO OYHYNCS, NWLLb YCrbILLaB HeETepnenveoe
nokawnveaHue Menenuubl. BagporHys, OrHerpme NOAHSN ronosy v yBuaen npubnmkatoLlyrocs
uenutenbHuuy. Cyas no ee BMay, OHa TOMbKO YTO O YEM-TO FOBOPWNA U TENEpPb Xaana ero
oTBeTa.

— MpocTtun, Nenenuua, — cmyTtunca OrHerpus. — YTO Thl ckasana?

— Bugumo, Tbl BbIn cnMWwKom 3aHsaT, YTobbl cnywars! — cyxo 3ameTtuna Menenvua. — A
ckasana, 4to octaento MopHocTarky y cebs Ha HOuYb.

— OueHb xopouo, cnacmnbo! — paccesiHHO knBHyn OrHerpus. OH TOMNBKO YTO BCMNOMHWIT, YTO
Menenvua paHoO NOKUHYNa COBET, @ 3HA4YUT, eLle HM4Yero He 3HaeT o 6poasiyen cobake. —
Cniywan, s gOormKeH pacckasaTb Tebe Koe-4To, a NMOTOM XO4vy NoNpoCcuTb TebS 3arnaHyTh K
CuHen 3Besge.

— B yem geno? Yto c Hel Takoe? NoHM3MB ronoc, 4Tobbl 3ackinarolas FlopHocTanka He
ycrnbilwana ux pasropopa, oH Toponnveo nosegan lNenenuvue o 3abnyameliencs cobake n o
TOoM, 4YTO CuHsaa 3Be3ga noyemy-To pewmna, 6yato nnems BeTpa Bopyet anyb ¢ Tepputopmm
[PO30BOro nNyIemMeHmu.

— OHa npocTto obesymena! — noxanosancs oH. — Bo Bcem o6BuHsAeT 3Be3gHoe nnems,
yBepeHa, YTo Npeaku-BomTeny 00bsBUNN HAM BOMHY.

YUepes Heckonbko Hoven coctontca CoBeT, 1 s faxe aymaTtb 600Cb O TOM, YTO NPOM3ONAET,
ecnun CnHss 3Be3ga OTKpbITO 06BUHUT nNnemsi Betpa!

— [MNocTon-ka! — cypoBo Haxmypunack Nenenuua. — Tbl He 3abbis, 0 KOM roBopub? CuHANA
3Be3na — TBOSA NpeaBOAMTENbHULA, U Thl JOIMKEH YBaXaTb €€ MHEeHWe, AaXe ecrnn He
cornaceH ¢ Hum!

— Ho A He cobupatoch yBaxaTb Takoe MHeHue! — B3opBarncst OrHerpms. — B HEM HET HU
kannu 3gpasoro cmbicrial Kpome Toro, oHo npocto onacHo! — OH Tak pasoparcs, YTo
MNMecyaHas byps HacTopoXXeHHO npunogHsAna ywku, n OrHerpmMe CMyLLIEHHO MOHU3WI rofoc. —
Bce 3HatoT, uto CnHasa 3Be3ga — Benvkasa npegsoauTensHuua. Ho tenepsb... A 6onblie He
Bepto en, NMenenuua! He mory BepuTh... 31O BCe Opea, rmynocTu!



— Ho Tbl 4OMKeH NoONbITaTbCs NOHATL ee. He MoXeLlb NOHATL, NONpobyn XoTst Obl NoxaneTs!
Heyxenu oHa gaxe anoctu TBoen He 3acnyxuna?

W BoT TyT OrHerpmB Tak pa3os3nurncs, 4To easa He ocrnen ot apocTu. Kak cmeet ata MNenenvua
— ero ObiBLWAs y4yeHuua! — Tak pasroBapmBaTb C HUM, € rnawartaem?! Kakoe oHa nveet
npaBo? Pa3Be 310 OHa Kaxabin AeHb obeperaet CuHo 3Be3ay, CKpbIBAET OTO BCEX €€
©onesHb, YTOOLI NIEMST MOITI0 NO-NPEXHEMY OOBEPATb CBOEN NpeasoantensHuue? Passe oHa
BblKpy4mBanacbh Ha nocnegHem CoBeTe, cnacas YecTb M CMOKOWCTBME CBOEro nnemenn? Passe
OHa frana gpyrum nriemeHam, 4Tobbl HUKTO He y3Han o cnabocTu, nopasmBLLEN caMoe cepaLe
[po3oBoro nemeHun?!

— Tbl AyMaellb, S He NblTanca? — yrpoxatowle npoLlumnen oH. — [la nycTb BbinageT Mos
LLUepPCTb, ECN He S Xarnet ee 6onblUe Bac BCEX, BMECTe B3ATbIX!

— He Hapo, MHe HpaBuTcsa TBOS WepcTb! — ycmexHynack Nenenuua.

— [a Tbl nonmMun... — Havan OrHerpus, NbiTasiCb CNPaBUTLCH CO CBOMM pasgpakeHnem. —
CuHaga 3Besna He siBunack Ha npownein Coset. Ecniv oHa NponycTuT U cnegyoLwmi, Bce
necHble KOTbl MONMYT, YTO Aero HeYncTo. Tbl He Morna Obl yoeanTe ee BecTu cebs Gonee
ob6aymaHHo?

— A nonbiTatocb. Ho novmu, cyLecTByeT rpaHb, 3a KOTOpon Ntobble TpaBbl 6eCCUnbHbI. Thl Xe
BMOULLb, NOXap COBCEM COKpyLLMN ee. Ho Bce Havyanoch ropasfo paHblle, Torga, Korga oHa
y3Hana o npegartenbctee Korta. CuHas 3sesga ctapa, OrHerpus. OHa ycTtana. [ope cnomuno
ee, OHa oTpeKnacbh OT BCEro, BO 4YTO Bepuna. [laxe ot 3Be3gHOro nnemMeHu.

— OT Hero B ocobeHHocTU! — mpayvHo nogTeepann OrHerpus. — Ho ecnu oHa...

OH pesko 3amornyan, yeuges, yto NecyaHasn bypsa otowna oT lopHOCTanKn 1 HanpaensieTcs K
HUM.

— 3aKoHYMNM CeKkpeTHNYaTL? — HErpoOMKO cnpocuna Kowka n gobasuna, MaxHyB XBOCTOM B
cTopoHy lNopHocTankn: — OHa ycHyna. OcTaBensio ee Ha TBOe noneveHue, MNenenuua.

— Cnacubo 3a nomoLub, lNecyaHas Byps.
O06e KoLLKW pasroBapuBany o4eHb BeXNnBO, HO OrHerpMBy NoyYemy-To Nokasanocbh, YTO OHU B
no60or MUr roTOBbI BbIMYCTUTb KOrTU. YTO 3TO C HUMM Takoe? — yAUBUIICS OH, HO peLunn He

3abueaTb cebe ronoBy kowwavybumMu cknokamu. byato y Hero n 6e3 Toro mano gen!

— Mbl nongem, noegmm, — ckasan oH lNenenuvue.



— A noToM Thl OTAOXHelWb! — cTporo Benena lNecyaHasa bypa. — Tel ¢ pacceeTa Ha nanax!

OHa nackoBo 6onHyna €ro n Havana noaTtarikneatb B CTOPOHY rnaBHOM NonsiHbl. Ho He ycnen
OI'HeI'pl/IB coenaTtb HeCKOMbKMX LWaros, kak lNenenuvua OKIMMKHYyNna ero:

— OrHerpus! MNpuwnu Ham ¢ MopHOCTankon YTo-HNMbYyAb NoecTb. Ecnun, koHevHo, HanaeLwb
BpeMS.

— PasymeeTcs, 0 yem Tbl cnpawmBaeLwwb? — yameunca OrHerpmMB U HEBOSIbHO MOEXMICH OT
NoBMCLLEN B BO3Ayxe BpaxaebHocTn. — Cenyac npuLnto.

— BoT 1 xopowo! — lNenenuua xonogHo KMBHYMNa 1 oToLwna, HO BCHO 4OPOry A0 NOSISHbI
OrHerpvB 4yBCTBOBar Ha CBOEW CMVHE B3NN €€ HeEMUratoLmx ronyobix rnas.

MaBa X

MonHas nyHa B3oLa BbICOKO Hag, necom, 3Be3abl CepebpsiHoro Mosica ycbinanu unctoe Hebo.
BobirHys cnuny, OrHerpus ctosan Ha rpebHe obpbiBa, BeayLlero k Yetoipem Jepebsam. Manas
nnCTBa, ycesaBLuasi NomsHy Mo YeTbIpbMS UCMONMHCKUMK Ay6amu, TyCKNo NocBepkuBana
nepBoM N3MOpPO3blo. YepHble KoLavbn CUIyaThl, Kak TEHWU, CHOBanNu No NOLWUWHe, 3anMTon
6negHbIM NYHHBIM CUSTHUEM.

K nobpy nnu K xyay, Ho Ha aT1oT pa3 CuHada 3Besfa peluunna cama NoBeCTU CBOe NemMsi Ha
Coger. NpoTuBopeumBble YyBcTBa Oywesanu B aywe OrHerpmea. OH 6bin pag, 4To eMy He
NpUaEeTCA CHOBa OOBbACHATL COOpaBLUMMCS OTCYTCTBUE NPEABOAUTENbBHULbI, HO OMeHb bosancsa
TOro, Kak oHa noeeaet cebs. Yem 6onblue 6eacTeuin obpyLLMBanoch Ha OO0 HECYACTHOMO
[po30BOro NNemeHn, Tem TpyaHee ObINo Ka3aTbCsl CUITbHLIMWU NEepes, NMLOM
cocenen-conepHMKoB. Ho cTpaluHee Bcero 66110 1o, 4To u cam OrHerpmB Gonblue He BEPUI HU
B MYAPOCTb, H/ B CNpaBeaIMBOCTb CBOEN NpeaBoaUTENbHULbI.

OH oTowen ot benbiwa ¢ Kuctoukom n npnbnuamncsa k CnHen 3eesge.
— CuHaa 3eesga, — npowenTtan OrHerpus. — Y10 Thl cobunpaeLubes. ..

OHa cgenana Bua, 6yato He ycnbiwana. Bamaxom xBocta npeaBoauTenbHMLA Nogarna curHan
CBOEMYy nremeHu, 1 Mpo3oBble KOTbl GPOCUNUCH BHU3 C XONIMa Ha nornsiHy. OrHerpuBy HUYEro He



ocTaBarocb, kak nocnegosatb 3a HUMW. Mepen Bbixogom 13 narepst CuHsist 3Be3fga oTkasanach
obcyxaaTb ¢ HAM npeacToswmii CoBeT, a Tenepb OH YNYyCTWU NOCMNEeAHI0K BO3MOXHOCTb Y3HaTb
0 ee nnaHax.

KoToB B nowimHe okasanocbk Ha yaveneHvue mano, n OrHerpme noHsn, 4To He xeataeT PeyHoro
nnemeHn. 3se3gHbivi Jlyd 1 3sesgouan cuaeny psaomM y noaHoxust ckansl Coseta. po3Ho
3aJpaB XBOCT, CIIOBHO YBMAEB CMepPTeNbHbIX BparoB, CuHssA 3Be3aa npubnuannack Kk ckane u,
Aaxe He NonpuBETCTBOBAB NpeaBoanTenei, oaHMM NPbRKKOM BCKOYMMa Ha BEPLUMHY U
yrerrnacb TaM, obnutasi lyHHbIM CBETOM.

OrHerpuB rny6oKo B3gOXHYI, NbiTasCb CNpaBuTbCsa ¢ NnaHnkon. CnHasa 3eesaa ewe no Coseta
y6eguna cebsi B TomM, 4To 3Be3aHbIN Jlyy 06baBun BoviHy pO30BLIM KOTaM, a Tenepb, yBUOEB
ero psgoM CoO CBOUM CMepPTENbHbIM Bparom, OHa NuLb YKpenunach B CBOMX MOLO3PEHMSAX.

Tem BpemeHeM 3Be3gHbIn Jlyd HaknoHunca k 3Besgouany 1 4To-To TUXO cKasarn eMy Ha yxo. B
oTBeT 3Be3goLuan HebpexHo gepHyn xBocToM. OrHerpme xoTen nogontn nobnmxe, YToobl
NOACNYyLaTb UX pa3roBop, HO B 9TO BPEMS KTO-TO APYXXECKM TONKHYM €ro B Nrevo.
O6epHyBLuKCh, OrHerpme yBuaen OgHoyca, 3HakoMOro BouMHa u3 nnemexun Betpa.

— 3popoBo! — maAykHyn OgHoyc. — Tbl MOMHULLbB 3TOro Moroaua?

C aTtumMun crnioBamu OH NOoAOTONKHYN K OI'HerVIBy SICHOIIa30ro NosI0CaToro KOTeHka. YLKu
Marlblila Crerka nogparmsasnmn ot BOJIHEHUA.

— OT10 POCUHKMH cbiHOK! — nosicHun OgHoyc. — Tenepb OH MO Opy»XeHocel, 1 30BYT ero
Kontouka. 3g0poBo nogpoc, npasaga?

— PocunHkuH cbiHok! A Bugen 1ebs Ha npownom CoBeTe, HO Tenepb TebS NPOCTO He y3HaTb! —
BOCKNMKHyN OrHerpmB. B camom gene, B 3TOM CUNIbHOM, MYCKYJTMCTOM KOTEHKE TPyAHO ObIno
Npu3HaTh NULLALLMIA KOMOK LLEPCTU, KOTOpbI OrHerpus Tawmn B 3ybax, koraa oHu ¢
KpyTob6okom conpoBoxganu nnems Betpa, Bo3BpaLyaroLLeecss LOMOW U3 U3rHaHUS.

— Mawma pacckasbiBana mHe npo Tebs, OrHerpms! — cMmyLLEHHO NponuLan KOTeHoK. — A Bce
3Halo, U KakK Tbl HEC MeH4, 1 npo pemswyo Tpony...

— He xoten 6bl g Tenepb Tebs TawmuTb! — 3acmesnnca OrHerpm. — Ecnun He nepecTaHellb
pactn, Tebe npuaeTcsa BcTynatb B JIbBUHOE nnems!

Kontoyka pagocTHo 3aconen, u B rpyan y OrHerpmea notenneno. MHoro Bofbl yTeKo ¢ Toro
[AaBHEro NyTeLecTBuUsl, HO ApYx0y ¢ aTumun kotamu OrHerpvBy yaanocb NPOHECTM Yepes Bce

CCOpbl, pasgopbl N B3aMMHbIE 00nabl, OCNOXHMBLUNE OTHOLLEHUS AOBYX MIieMeH.

— Hapo HaunHaTb CoeTt! — 03abo4eHHo ckazan OgHoyc. — PeyHoe nnemsi, HaBepHoe, He



npuaer.

He ycnen oH 3To ckasaTb, kak Ha MPOTMBOMOSOXHOM Kpato MOLLUMHbI 3aLlypLuianu KycTbl, 1
OTTYy[a BbICKOYMIIO HECKONbKO PeyHbix koTOB. Bnepeau Bcex ropao Bbiwarveana OuenoTka.

— A rge xe Meteop? — rpomko yausuncs OgHoyc.

— A cnblwan, oH 6oneH, — otBeTMn OrHerpms. OH HUYYTb HE yamBUACS, yBuaes OuenoTky
BMecTO npeasogutens. Cyas no Tomy, 4to pacckasbiBan Kpytobok, aopaxnbin MeTeop AaBHO
y>Xe He Nokuaan CBOK NeLuepy.

OuenoTtka MeaneHHo Npnbnmnannack K ckane u, BeXIMBO NOKMNOHUBLUMCE, Cena psiaom co
3Be3gHbIM Jlydyom 1 3BesgoLanom.

Co cBoero mecta OrHerp1s He MOr paccrbllwaTth, O YeM OHU FOBOPUIN, KPOME TOro, BHUMaHue
€ro OTBSIEK NYLUMCTLIN CEPbIN BOUH, HECYLLIMNCSA CO BCEX Nan Yepes NosisHy.

— KpyTto60ok! — pagocTtHo 3aBonun OrHerpmB. — Tl e roBopwun, Tebe He paspeLlatoT
npucytcTeoBaTb Ha CoBeTax!

— Tak oHO U ecTb! — oTaAyBasicb, NPonbIXTeN ToNncTbii KpyToboK, Nnprukacasicb HOCOM K HOCY
OrHerpuBa. — NpocTo KameHb peLunn npegoctaBuTe MHE BO3MOXHOCTb JOKa3aTb CBOO
npeaaHHoCTb.

— KameHb? — yaneneHHo nepecnpocun OrHerpue. OH BCOMHWN, 4YTO Buaen KamHa n
Hesunanmky cpegu koToB, conpoBoxaaslumx OuenoTky. — A pa3Be OH MMeET NpaBo peLlaTb
Takue BOMpockI?

— Tak oH Tenepb Haw HOBbIN rMawaTan! — yausuncs KpyTobok, n TyT xe nompavHen: — Hy
Aa, Tbl Xe elle He 3Haewb! MeTeop ymep aBe Houn Tomy Hasag. OuenoTka ctana Hawen
npegeoguTensHuuen. Tenepb ee nmsa — lMNaTHKUcTaa 3sesna.

OrHerpuvB nomonyar, gymasi 0 HaMEHHOI KOLLKe, KoTopasi nomMorna Mpo30BbIM KOTam CrnacTUCh
oT orHs. Ero He yauBuno nssectue o cmepT MeTeopa, 3aTo He Ha LyTKy BCTPEBOXMMIO
BO3BbiLLEHMe ObiBLIen OuenoTku. PE4HOMY NnemMeHu, KOHEYHO, NMOBE3no, OHO Monarsno B
CUInbHble 1 yBepeHHble nanbl. MNsTHUCTas 3Be3ga — oTBaXkHasi U yMHas KoLlka, HO Bcsl Gefa B
TOM, YTO OHa C AAaBHUX Nop HeHaBuauT pososoe nnems!

— OHa Tonbko BYepa BepHyrnacb 13 nyTewecTBnA K MaTepVIHCKOMy MCTOKy, a yXxe Ha4dana
3aBOAuNTb B NJjieMeHn HOBble I'IOpFIﬂ,KVI! — noXanosarnca

KpyTo6ok n otBepHyncsa. — Cama HabntogaeTt 3a NogrotoBKOW OPYXXEHOCLEB, yeununa naTpynu.



A ewe... — oH 3amon4yan n 6ecnoMoLLHO NepecTynun ¢ nanbl Ha nany.
— KpyTo60k! — BCTpeBOXXeHO BOCKNMKHYN OrHerpue. — YTto cnyymnocb?
KpyTo60K NogHAN Ha HEro N3My4eHHbIe XenTble rnasuLn.

— Tbl gorkeH ato 3Hatb, OrHerpus! — OH ToponnMBo ornagencs, Ytobbl ybeanTbes, 4To nx
HUKTO He MOoACNyLMBaeT. — JTO Ha4anock cpasdy nocne noxapa. C tex nop MatHuctasa 3sesna
TONbKO U AyMaeT O TOM, Kak Obl OTHATL Y Bac Harpetble KamHu!

— Ho... Tbl He gomkeH 6bin roBopuUTb MHe 06 aTom! — nponeneTtan OrHerpue, UCNyraHHO
rnaas Ha gpyra. Harpetble KaMHu cTosinu Ha rpaHyue mexzay nnemeHamuy u Bceraa obinm
npeaMeTom cnopoB Mexay PeyHbiMy 1 Mpo30BbIMK KOTaMMu.

OTO M3-3a HUX KOrga-To COLNCL B CMepTenbHON cxBaTtke XKenyab n ApoxBocCT, rnawaram
obounx nnemeH. Ho KpyTtobok He gormkeH 6bin pacckasbiBaTb OrHerpmy O niaHax CBOeW
npeaBoanTenbHULbI! 3TO NPOTUBOPEYNIIO BOMHCKOMY 3aKOHY U BbIf10 HACTOALLMM
npeaarenbCTBOM COGCTBEHHOrO nriemeHw!

— 41 Bce noHumato, OrHerpme! — ¢ Mykom BOCKIMKHYN KpyTobok, rmsaasa Kyaa-To B CTOPOHY. —
Ecnu 6bl Tbl TONBbKO 3HaM, Kak s NbiTancs ctaTb BEPHbIM BOMHOM PeyHoro nnemenun! — B
OT4YasgHMM NPOCTOHAaN OH 1 3amonyan. lNotom, cobpaBWNCL C cunamu, 3aroBOpUIl CHOBa, Ha
3TOT pa3s yXe cnokomHee. — Ho s He Mory cuaeTb 1 CMOTPETh, Kak lNaTtHucTas 3Be3na
roToBUTCSA HanacTb Ha po3oBoe nnems! A He 3Hato, 4To Byay Aenatb, ecnv Aeno JonaeT 4o
BOVHbI! A He 3Hato, He 3Halo...

OrHerpuB Gpocurics K apyry, npuxkarncs K Hemy, nbiTasicb ycnokoutb. C caMmoro Havana, ¢ Toro
camoro gHsl, korga KpyToGok nepecek peky, OH 3Har, YTo HacTaHeT AeHb, Koraa aApyry npuaetcs
cpaXaTbCsl NPOTUB POAHOrO NnemeHu. Tenepb 3TOT AeHb ObiN coBCceM GNM3KO.

— Korpa nnaHnpyetca HanageHue? — cnpocun OFHerVIB.

— 1 He 3Hat0, — nokayan ronosow Kpytobok. — Naxe ecnu MNatHuctan 3Be3na yxe Bbibpana
BPEMSI, OHa HY 3a YTO He paccKaXeT MHe. A 3Hato O ee nraHax TOMbKO CO CrOB APYrnX BOMHOB.
Ecnu xouelb, 5 nocTapaloch BbiBe4aTb.

MmeTb cBoero nasytynka B PeyHoM nnemeHun?! MNoHavany y OrHerpvea gaxe ayx 3axsaturno ot
TaKoW MbICIN, HO B CrieAYOLNA MUT OH NogyMarn O TOM, KaKo CMepTeNibHOM OnacHOCTK ByaeT
noasepratbcs ero apyr. OH He men nNpaBa PUCKOBaTb XM3Hb0 KpyToboKa n He Mor B3BanvBaTb
Ha Hero rpys HOBOW BUHbI 3a NpeaaTenbCcTBO. YTO X, BUAHO, MPUAETCS UM HANacTb NEPBbIMU
— yero OrHerpuvB BoBce He xoTen! — unu goxaatbes ygapa v BCTPETUTb ero, Kak nogobaet
BOWHaM.



— Her, 310 cnuwkom onacHo, — nokadan ronosol OrHerpue. — Cnacnbo 1ebe 3a
npegynpexaeHue, Ho nogymawn Torbko, 4To caenaet ¢ Tobon MNarHncTasa 3esesga, ecnum y3Haet!
OHa un Tak TepneTb Teba He MOXET. A pacnopsiKyCb, YTOObI HALLM NATPYNM HE CnycKanu rnas
Harpetbix KamHen n o6HoBMNM BCe NOrpaHnYHbIE METKMN.

poMKUIM BOW C BEPLUMHbI CKarbl 3acTaBun ero 3amonyatb. O6epHyBLumch, OrHerpme yBuaen,
4YTO TPOE NpeaBoauTenen yxe npucoegmHunucb kK CuHen 3sesae v XXayT TULWNHBIL, YTOObI
HadaTb CoBeT. OH 3ameTnn, Yto CuHsasa 3Be3ga nsberaer CMOTPETb Ha CBOErO ObIBLLETD
rnawaras. Korga Bce cmonkno, 3sesgouan kneHyn MNartHmucTon 3sesne, npegocTaBnsas en YecTb
OoTKpbITb CoBeT. 30M0TMCTas KoLKa NOAOLLNA K Kpato cKarbl M MOCMOTPEna BHU3.

— Haw npeasogutens, MeTteop, npucoeanHuncs Kk 3se3gHomy nremeHn, — obbasuna oHa. —
OH 6bIN BENUKMM BOUMHOM, 1 BCe PeyHoe nnems onnakmBaeT ero KOHYMHY. MpoLnon Houbto 5
coBepLuuna nytewecTteune Kk Boicokon Ckane n nonyyuna oT 3Be3gHbIX NPeakoB gap AEBATU
XKUSHEN.

— MNosgpasngao! — npoypyan 3sesgouan.

— Bce nnemeHa ckopbaT o cmeptn Meteopa, — aobasun 3se3gHbiv Jlyd. — MycTb xe
3Be3gHble npeakn gapyT PeyHoMy nnemeHn npouseTaHue nog TBoen nanowu, MNartHncras
3Be3nal

MaTtHucTas 3Be3ga nobnarogapuna n BONpoOCUTENbHO NoBepHynack k CuHen 3Besae, HO Ta, He
OTpbIBasiCb, Magena kyaa-To BHM3. Npocneaus 3a B3rnagomM npeasogmtensHubl, OrHerpms
MOHSAM, YTO OHa cMOTpUT Ha KamHs. B rnasax CuHen 3Be3apbl 6bINo cTonbko oboxaHus n
ropgocTu, Yto OrHerpmB HEBOMNbHO MNOXONOAEN OT cTpaxa. Ho no-HacTosiwemy OH ncnyrancs
Torga, Korga 3aMeTur, C Kaknum BHUMaHueM cMoTpuT Ha CuHioto 3eesay 3Besgouan. A Bedb
3Be3goLuan cCoBCEM HeaBHO y3Has O TOM, YTO Korga-1o PedHoe nnems yCbIHOBUITO ABOMX
Ipo3oBLIx KOTAT! YUTO ecnn OH AoragaeTcsi 0 TOM, KTO Obinia ux matb?!

— Y Hac B NNeMeHn ellle oHa HOBOCTb, — npoaorkana MNatHucTaa 3eesaa, BUAMMO, PeLLmB,
yTo Aana CuHen 3Besge JOCTAaTOYHO BPeEMEHU, 4Tobbl cobpaTbes ¢ Mbicnamu. — lMornbna ogHa
U3 HalLMX cTapenwnH, Jlyxuua.

OrHerpvB HacTopoxun ywu. OH He 3Han, YTo pacckasanu Hesuavmka n Kpyto6ok o rmbenu
CTapoii KOLWKW, 1 BOSNCS, He OCTaBWUI N OH Ha ee Tene cBoero 3anaxa. OH npekpacHo
noHuman, 4uto MNaTHMcTas 3Be3na ¢ pagoCTbio 0GBUHUT ero B yOuincTBe cTapyxu, YToGbI
Mony4nTb NOBOA HanacTb Ha [po3oBoe nnems.

Ho npegBoanTenbHULA HUYEro Takoro He ckasana.

— Jlyxknua 6bina xpabpor BouTenbHULEN U MaTeEPbO MHOTMX HalmMx BoMHOB! — OHa
nomoryana n covyBCTBEHHO nocmoTtpena Ha KamHs ¢ Hesnanmkon. — PevHoe nnemsa ckopout



0 ee CMepTW.

OrHerpuB paccrnabuncs, HO TyT e CHOBa 3agpoxar, yBuaeB, kak 3sesfouan genaet war
Bnepead. Heyxenun oH Xo4eT packpbiTb BCEM TaHy JTyXKMUUHbIX KOTAT?!

K cuacTbto, 3Be3aouan H1 CrioBOM He YNoMsiHyn o KoTaTax. OH onoXun o Aenax B NiemMeHu
TeHeW, Ha3Ban MMeHa HOBOMCMNEYEHHbIX OPY>XEHOCLIEB M OOBbABUI O POXAEHMUN HOBbIX KOTSAT.
Cyas no ero peun, nnemst TeHel HaYano NOTUXOHbKY BOCCTaHaBNMBAaTb CBOM CUIbl U AaXe He
NMOMBILLIIANO BpaXaoBaThb C OCTanbHbIMU NIeMeHaMM.

B rpyan OrHerpuBa cHOBa 3aTennunack Hagexaa. Heyxenm onacHOCTb CO CTOPOHbI
3Be3gouana Bce-Taku MMHoBana, 1 (po3oBoe nnemMsi MOXXeT HakoHeL-TO 3abbiTb O ObIBLLUEM
rnawiatae v BrfOTHYH 3aHATLCA APYrMMIN HEOTNOXHbIMU genamu? B cnegyowmn mur OrHerpums
BCMOMHMI, Kak 3Be3gouan ecTko obowencs ¢ 6eagHon Jlyxnuen, ctTaB HEBOSTIbHOW MPUYMHOMN
ee rmbenu. Het, noxanywn, ycnokameaTtbca eLe paHo!

Korga 3BesgoLan 3akoHYUIT CBOKO peyb, Bnepes BbicTynun 3Be3aHbin J1yd, Ho CuHas 3Besna
BAOPYr copBanacb C MecTa 1 OTTOJNKHYJa ero oT Kpasi ckarbl.

— Cnepytolen byay roBopuTb si! — KpUKHYa oHa, YCTPEMUB MbifakoLLMin HEHABUCTBIO B30P Ha
YepHOo-0enoro KoTa.

— Kotbl Bcex nnemer! — Hadvana CuHsas 3Besaa, 1 ronoc ee 3agpoxan oT ene caepXusaemMmom
SpoCTN. — £ NpuHecna croga niioxme HOBOCTU. S Xouy 00BMHUTL BOpOB! BoMHbI nnemexmn
Betpa oxoTtatcs Ha 3emne 'po3oBoro nnemeHu!

OFHerVIB eiBa He Ornox OoT Heroayruwmnx BOMNeKn, NOAHABLUMXCSA NoA ckanon. KoTbl nnemMmexHn
BeTpa BCKOYMIIN CO CBOMX MECT 1 BO3MYLLEHHO opalun, oTBeprasd noCtblaHbIe 00BMHEHMSA B

BOpPOBCTBE.

npOTMCHyBLUVICb Mexny oBymMmsa pocCribiIMn BOMHAMMU, K OFHerI/IBy noabexan benbiw. B ero
paclWwnpeHHbIX rmasax 3acTbiJy10 U3ymieHune.

— MNpu yem TYT Nnems Berpa?! — Bbinanun oH. — O yem oHa roBopuT?!

— Ycnokoncsa! — wmnkHyn Ha Hero OrHerpus 1 6bICTpo Nnokocunca Ha OgHoyca, 60sicb, kak Obl
BPaXXECKUIN BOMH He 3aMeTun Heagoymenust benbiwa. K cuyactbio, OgHoyc 6bin Tak NnoTpsaceH
06BMHEHVEM B BOPOBCTBE, YTO HE BUAEN HUYero Bokpyr. CpbiBas ronoc, OH rpoOMKO Kpuyan Ha
CwuHiolo 3Besgy:

— [oxkaxu! [lokaxwn, 4To BOUHbI BeTpa ykpanu y Bac XoTb MbILLKY!

— Y MeHs ecTb Jokasartenbcrteal — oboxrna ero egAaHbIiM B3OPOM CuHsasa 3Be3ga. —



HenonaneKy OTCoda Halun naTpynu o6Hapy>Kmn|/| OCTaHKNM pacTtep3aHHOro Kposnuka.

— W Tbl Ha3bIBaellb 3TO AoKa3aTenbCTBOM? — npopbidan 3sesaHblv Jlyd. OH BbICTYNUN Bnepen
n o6epHynca nuuom k CuHen 3sesge. — Tbl BUAENa X0Tb OAHOIO MOEro KOTa Ha CBOEW 3emne?
Nnun, moxeT BbiTb, TBOM NaTpynu obHapyxunu 3anax BoMHoB Betpa?

— MHe He HyXXHO BMAETb UNn YyaTb BOPOB, YTOObI y3HaThb nx! — oTpesana CuHasa 3Besga. —
KaxgbI KOTEHOK 3HAET, YTO TONbKO BOMHbLI BeTpa oxoTaTca Ha Kposnimkos!

Ycnbllwas 3To B3AOpHOE AokasaTenbcTBo, OrHerpuB 3agpoXan oT CcTblaa u rnyboko Bnuncs
KOrTAMW B 3EMITIO.

— Bce, 4TO Tbl TYT HAaroBopuna, He CTOUT Ky4n MbILUMHOIO nomeTa! — noBbICKM rofnoc
3Be3gHbin J1yy. BonHbl rHeBa npoberanuy no ero YepHo-6enon wepcTu, rybbl pasbexanucs,
obHaxas ocTpble 3y6bl. — Y nnemeHu BeTpa, Kak 1y Bcex ocTanbHbIX, NOPOW nponagaeT andb.
Bpemsi oT BpeMeHM Mbl TOXKE HAaX0QUM Ha CBOEN TEPPUTOPUN OCTaHKN pacTep3aHHbIX KPONMKOB.
Bonee Toro, B 3TOM CE30HE KPONMMKOB BOOOLLE CTaro ropasno MeHblue, YeMm 00bIYHO. Thl HE
oouLlbcs, YTO A caenar CBoOM BbIBOAbI M 00BUHIO Tebs, CuHAa 3Be3na? Bo3 MOXHO, Thl
Nno3BoMsiellb CBOMM BOMHAM OXOTUTbLCH B HALLMX YroAbsIX Y BO3BOAMLLb NTOXHbIE 06BUHEHUS,
yTOObI NOMOBYEE 3aMecTn crnenbl?

— 3710 ropasgo 6orblue Noxoxe Ha NpaBay, — BECKO 3amMeTui 3Be3agouan, 1 rnasa ero
Henobpo cBepkHynu. — Kaxapbli KOTEHOK 3HAET, 4TO nocrne noxapa y Npo30BbIX KOTOB CTano
MeHbLLE an4n.

Teoe nnems ronogaet, CuHsas 3sesfa. A KOe-KTo U3 TBOMX BOMHOB 3HAET TEPPUTOPUIO MIEMEHU
BeTpa He xyxe, 4eM CBOH COBCTBEHHY!O!

OrHerpuB no4yyBCcTBOBanN Ha cebe npucTanbHbIN B3NS4 SHTAPHbIX MNa3 U NOHAM, YTO
npegsoauTenb nnemMeHn TeHen nmeet B Buagy mx ¢ Kpytobokom.

CuHaga 3Be3ga Tak U nogckovmsa Ha mecTe 1 npubnuauna ceoe Nuuo K nuuy 3sesgouana.

— 3amonun! — cpbiBalOLLMMCS FONOCOM npolumnena oHa. — [epuck nogarnbLlue OT MeHsi U OT
MoOero nrnemMeHu, scHo? Hawwm gena tebs He kacatoTcs!

— OHuM KacatoTcst BCex NECHbIX KOTOB, — HEBO3MYTMMO oTBeTUN 3Be3agouan. — CoBeTbl
AOIMKHbI NpoxoanTb B Mupe, CuHsasa 3Be3ga. Ecnn 3Be3gHoe nnemsi pasrHeBaeTcsl, nocTpaaatoT
BCE — M NnpaBble, 1 BUHOBATbIE.

— 3BesgHoe nnems! — NnctepmyHoO pacxoxotanacb CuHaa 3sesna. — 3Be3gHoe nnems
NMOKMHYNO MEHS, 1, ecnn npugetcs, 9 6yay cpaxarbesi ¢ HAM!



Ho cenyac peyb He 06 3TOM. A 06si3aHa NPOKOPMNUTL CBOE NIIEMSA N HE COBMpParoCb MUPUTLCSH C
TeM, YTO Y Hac BOpYOT J06ObIYy!

Ee nocnegHne cnosa yTOHYNM B UCNyraHHOM poroTe, NOAHSABLUEMCS MOA cKanon. Jaxe
OrHerpuB He ycTosan n pobko nogHAn rnasa K Heby, oxunaasn, YTo pasrHeBaHHOe 3Be3gHoe
nnemMsi cenvac NoroXnT KOHEL, 3TOMY CBATOTaTCTBEHHOMY COBETY, 3aKpbIB NyHY Ty4emn, Kak OHO
yxe aenano ogHaxabl. Ho He6o ocTaBanocb YMCTbiM. BO3MOXHO, 3TO 03Ha4ano, Y4To 3Be3fHble
npeaky NpuHsnm BbidoB CuHen 3se3gbl?

KpyTobGok TonkHyn gpyra B 60k 1 npowenTtan:

— Kakas 6rnoxa ee ykycuna? Heyxenu oHa xo4eT pa3Bsa3aTtb BOVHY ¢ nremeHem Betpa? U uto
3T0 3a 6pen HacyeT 3Be3HOro NrnemMeHn?

— $ He 3Hato, Yero oHa nobusaetcsa! — ene cnbilWHO oTBeTUN OrHerpms.

— A 9 aymato, oHa npaBa Hac4deT Kponukos! — Bapyr Bbinanun benbiw. — YTo kacaeTtca
cBsiLeHHoro nepemmnpusi Ha CoBeTax, Tak 3TO TOMbKO rnynas crapas Tpaguuus, He 6onee Toro!
MpoCTO OAHaXAbl KAKOW-TO XUTPLIN KOT BblgyMan 3Be3gHoe nnemsi, 4Tobbl AepxaTb B CTpaxe
BCeX ocTanbHbIX!

OrHerpvB cypOBO MOCMOTPEN Ha CBOEro opy)XeHocua, HO npomMonyan. TpyaHo Obino HankTu
MeHee NoaxoasLMi MOMEHT ANsi CMOPOB O CyLLeCTBOBaHUM 3Be3aHbIX npeakos! Cepaue y
OrHerpuBa Konotunock, crioBHo nepeq outeon. OH sicHO BMaen, 4to po3oBbiM koTam GorbLue
He yaacTca cKpbiBaTb OT Apyrnx nnemeH 6esymme CuHen 3Be3abl n crnabocTb CBOErO MiEMEHM.
Xyxe Bcero 6bino 1o, Yto CuHAA 3Be3ga He cymerna yTanTb CBOEro ctpaxa nepep obiBlwmm
rnawaraeM. Koraa oHa roeopuna co 3Besaouanom, rorioc ee apoxarn 1 cpbiBancst, CrIoBHO
npeaBoanTenbHULA rotoBa Gbina B Nob0o MOMEHT CNpbIrHYTh CO cKarnbl 1 yoexaTb B nec.

[o cux nop nuuwb MaTtHucTas 3Be3na He NpyMHUMana y4acTus B ckaHgare, Ho BblpaxeHue nuua
y Hee OblIno Takoe, CrIOBHO OHA POHSNA CMOHKU Hag NakoMbIM KYCKOM COYHOW OUYMN.

Korpa LwyM Ha nongdHe HEMHOIo CTUX, 3Be3aHbIN ﬂy‘-l OoTKaLWnAnca n 3aroBopuin:

— CuHssa 3Besga! MimeHem 3Be3gHOro nnemenn s KnsiHycb Tebe, YTo HU Of4MH BOMH NIEMEHN
BeTtpa He oxoTuncsa Ha Bawen Tepputopun! — [OnNUHHBIAN YepHO-6enbin XBOCT NpeaBOANTENNS
B3BOSTHOBAHHO MOKaYMBaricsi U3 CTOPOHbI B CTOPOHY B TakT ero cnosam. — Ho ecnu Tebe
HegoCTaTOMHO MOMX CIOB, U Thl Xenaellb OUTBbI, 3Hal, YTO Mbl K Hen rotoBbl! — C aTnmm
CnoBaMu OH OTCTYNUI OT Kpada ckarbl U NoBepHyncsa cnvHon K CnHen 3Besae, AaBasi NOHATD,
yTO BonbLue He cobupaeTcst onpaBabIBaTbLCA NEpPES HEN.

CuHss 3Be3na cobpanacb 4To-TO OTBETUTb, HO TYT BNepen BbICTynuma gocerne MonyasLias
npeaBoauTenbHULEA PeyHoro nnemeHu.



— Mol 3HaeM, 4TO NoXap HaHEC OrPOMHbLIN yepb PO30BOMY NieMeHU, — Havana oHa. — Tem
He MeHee Bbl He eANHCTBEHHbIE KOTbl B FIECY, KOTOPbIM NPUXOANTCS TYro. Jlec ckopo
BO3POAUTCS M BHOBb HanonHUTCs Andblo. NonoxeHne Pe4yHoro nnemeHu ropasgo cepbesHee.
[ByHOrMe npuwnmn Ha Hawy 3eMnto 1 He cobupatroTca noknaatb ee. B nocnegHun ce3oH Monbix
[lepeBbEB OHWN OTPABUIIN PEKY U KUBYLLYIO B HEWN pbiby. bonesHn Tep3ann PeyHbix koToB. KTo
MOXeT o6eLlaTb, YTO 3TO He NOBTOPUTCSA BHOBb? A HMYEro He 3Hato O Hyaax nnemenun Betpa,
S1 TOBOPHO TOSIbKO O CBOEM MfieMeHU. PEYHbIM KOTaM HY>KHbl HOBblE OXOTHUYbM yrogbs! OHu
HY>XHbl HaM ropasfo 6onbLue, Yem po3oBoMy nnemeHwu!

Heckonbko PeyHbIX BOMHOB rPOMKMM BOEM NPUBETCTBOBANM CrioBa CBOEW NpeaBoanTENbHULLbI,
N XONOAOK AypHOro npegyyBecTeus npobexan no cnuHe OrHerpuea. OH BCNOMHMA O
npegynpexaeHnn Kpytoboka n nckoca nornagen Ha gpyra. Hosas npegsogutensHuua PeyHoro
nnemMeHn TONbKO YTO OTKPLITO 3asiBMia O HaMepPEeHUM pacLUMPUTb CBOKD TeppUTOputo. He HyxHO
GonbLioro yma, 4Tobbl NOHATL, 32 Yen cHeT OHa cobupaeTcs ato caenatb! OT nnemexn BeTpa
Pe4yHbIX KOTOB OTAENSET ylernbe, 3a ocTalnbHbIMU rpaHuLaMn nexar yrogbs [ByHOrmx.
CnepoBatenbHO, peyb MAET O CNOPHbLIX 3eMIIAX Ha Apyrom 6epery pekn — o 3emnsax [po3oBoro
nnemeHu!

Ho CuHasa 3Besga He noHsina aton yrposbl. Korga npegeogutensHmua PevyHoro nnemexmn
3aKkoH4Mna cBoto peyb, CnHAs 3Be3fa NuvLlb yYTUBO NOKIOHMMAChk en 1 ckasana:

— Tbl npaea, MNaTHucTaa 3se3ga. PedyHoe nnems nepexmnBacT Tskenble BpeMeHa. Ho cuna un
6naropodcTBo NOMOryT cnaBHbIM PeyHbIM BOMHaM BbICTOSTb NEPER NULOM UCMbITaHUN.

Ot Takux cnoe lMNartHucTas 3Be3na gaxe onewumna — no kpanHen mepe, OrHerpmey Tak
nokasanocsb. «[pexHsas CuHAs 3Be3ga HU 3a YTO He ynycTuna bl 3noBeLLero Hameka, ToNbKo
YTO MPO3BY4YaBLLENO B peyn npeaBoanTenbHuLbl! — ¢ gocagon nogyman OrHerpus. — Heyxenm
OHa HacTOmnbKO ocnensneHa NtoboBbI0 K CBOMM KOrAa-TO MOKMHYTLIM KOTSITaM, YTO HE AonycKaeT
1 MbICIM O TOM, 4YTO PeyHoe nnemsi cnocobHO NPUYMHUTE 3110 CBOUM COCEASIM?»

3Be3gouan nosepHyncsa kK CnHen 3Besge.

— XopoLleHbKO nogyman, npexane 4em yrpoxaTb BOMHOW nremeHu BeTpa! — cypoBo ckasan
OH. — B necy He ByaeT mupa o Tex nop, noka...

— He cmen roBopuTb MHE 0 Mupe!l — apoxa oT apocTu, owepunack CuHasa 3sesga. — A yxe
ckasana Tebe gepxaTtbCsl noganbLle OT Halux crnopos!

B npotnBHOM cniyvae s Byay cuntatb T€6s1 COOBLLHMKOM 3TOro Bopal!

3Be3gHbin Jlyy meTHynca k CuHen 3Besae, U Ha Kakyro-To 4ot MrHoBeHnsa OrHerpms
ncnyrancs, 4To OH ceryac BonbLeTcsa 3ybamu en B ropro.



— Ecnu Tbl xo4ewb 6UTBbI, Tbl €e nony4yunilb, CuHsA 3Be3aal — npopesen OH U, He AoXMAasCh
OTBETa, CMpPbIrHys CO cKarbl.

3Be3gouan MHOro3HauuTenbHo nepernsHyncs ¢ MatHucTon 3se3noi, u ob6a npeaBoanTens
NOKWMHYNK ckany, octaBmB CuHioo 3Be3ay B oguHoyvecTBe. OrHerpuB He yaepkasncs U cCHoBa
nocMoTpern Ha HeGo. «[Moyemy 3Be3gHoe Nnemsi He Nokaparo Hac 3a Takoe yXKacHoe
3aBepLueHne CoeTa? — B CMsiTEHUM nogymarn oH. — MoxeT ObiTb, 3Be3aHble Npeakn XOTST
BOVIHbI MeXay nnemeHamm?»

CuHsasa 3Be3ga c TpyOoM cnorgarna Co CKalbl, U OFHerVIB 6bICTp0 ormndaencs, nia rnasamm
CBOMX BONHOB.

— Bbenbiw! — ckomaHgosan oH. — Cobepu BCeX HalMX, KOrO CMOXELLb OTbICKaTb, M BEOU UX K
nogHoXuio ckanbl. CuHen 3Be3ge noTpebyeTcs conpoBOXAEHME.

OpyxeHocel, NoCnyLWHO KMBHYN K ncye3 B Tonne. B atotr momeHT OrHerpus yBuaen KamHs,
npobupatoLlerocs k Kpytoboky.

— Tbl roToB? — cnpocwun rmawaran PeyHoro nnemenun. — MartHucTas 3eBe3ga xoyer
OTnpaBnUTbLCA HEMeASIEHHO!

— Yxe Bery! — nocnewHo Bckouunn Kpytobok. [1oToM OH NoBepHYNCcsa 1 ApOrHyBLUMM FOfIOCOM
nobasun: — [o BcTpeun, OrHerpus!

— [o BcTpeun, — kmnBHyn OrHerpmB. EMy xoTenocb 0 MHOroM NoroBOpUTb C APYroM, HO OHM
npyvHagnexanu K pasHbiM NieMeHam, 1 cnegyoLlast MX BCTpeya Morfa COCTOSATbCA yXKe Ha
none 6uTBHbI.

OH BCKO4UMN, NMXOpago4Ho 0baymbiBast, kKak 6bl 3aroBoputb ¢ KamHem.

— [Mo3gpasnst! — He Npuaymas HUYEro fydwero, Belnanun oH. — A pag, 4to NaTtHucTas
3Be3na Bblbpana Tebs rmawataem. 3Hawn, 4To [(po3oBOE NNems He XxodeT pas3gopos!

— 4 ToKe uX He Xenar, — CMNOKOMHO Bblaepan ero B3rnag KameHb. — Ho nHorga oHu
cnyyatotcd. TakoBa XU3Hb.

OrHerpuyB gonro cMoTpen Bereq yaansitowmmMcs BoMHaMm, 1 BApYyr eMy nokasanoch, 6yaTo KTo-To
elle HaCTONYMBO NOXMPAET rnasamm HOBOro rnaiwatasi PeyHoro nnemenn. Pe3ko o6epHyBLUUCD,
OH norMan npucTanbHbIA B3rnsag 3sesgouana.

YUTto mor o3Hauvatb a1oT B3rmag? Bo3amoxHo, NnpeaBoguTens nnemMeHn TeHen oueHnBan CBoero
Oyaywero cotosHuka? nm xxe oH 3anogo3pwun, 4To KameHb 6bin 04HMM M3 TEX KOTAT, O KOTOPbIX



nepepn cMepTbto rosopuna Jlyxuua? Ecnm ato Tak, To 3Be3gouany 6yaeTt HETpyQHO AoragaTbes,
kem bbina nx Hactosawasa matb! K HecuacTbio, 1 KameHb, 1 HeBuanmka Obinuv, Kak aBe Kanmm
BOAbl, NOXOXKM Ha CuHio0 3Be3ay.

OrHerpmB HacTOsbKO NOrPy3unsics B CBOM MbICIM, YTO He cpasy pasrnsiaen kota, CUasLWero
psgoM co 3Besfouanom, U Nub NpUMMsAeBLInCh, y3Han B Hem YacTtokona. «HaeepHoe,
nonocaTblil BOMH COCKY4YMIICSl O CBOEMY GbIBLLEMY APYrY U NOKPOBUTENHO U Npuwen nobontatb
¢ Hum!» — nogyman OrHerpuB, HO CepALEe ero cxxanocb OT HexopoLlero npeadyscTeusi. OH He
posepsin Yactokony v He Mor GbiTb YBEPEH B €ro npeaaHHocTw!

Bckoums Ha nanbl, OrHerpus nobexan k 6ecegyowmm Kotam 1, NprbnmManBLUMCH, yCrblwan, Kak
3Be3gouan HerpoMKo Crpocusn:

— Kak Tam mou kotata?

— OTnnYHO! — NPOHUKHOBEHHO OTBETUN YacTokon. — YTo 3a 4eTKn, NpocTo 3arnsgeHbe!
Takue bonblume, cunbHble — 0cobeHHO MarneHbkuin ExxeBunykal

— Yactokon! — pesko nepebun ero OrHerpue. — COBET 3aKOHYEH, Tbl 0OpaTUn BHUMaHNE?
CuHsaa 3Be3ga xo4eT oTnpaBUTbLCA JOMOMN.

— Mpurnagb wepcTky, OrHerpme! — pasBa3HO pacTsarmeag crioBa, otBeTusn Yacrokon. — Yxe
nay.

— Wpan, Yactokon, He 3acTaBnsar CBOEro rnaiuartasi XXaaTb, — CMOKOWMHO ckasan 3Be3goLarn u
BEXNNBO KMBHYN OrHerpmey. AHTapHbIE rMa3a ero He BblpaXkann HUYero, KPoMe CTENEHHOro
BENNYUSA.

OrHerpuB noHeccs Yepes nongHy k CuHen 3Be3ge, a YacTtokon HeXoTa NoTpycusn 3a HUM
cnegom. OcTanbHble BOUHbI YXXe CrpyauIIMCh BOKPYT CBOEW NpeaBoauTenbHuLbI, obeperas ee

OT HEHaBMAALLMX B3rMs40B U NpoKnATUA BonHoB BeTtpa. MNony6ble rmasa CuHen 3Be3abl metanu
MOJSTHMU, 1 OrHErpmB BOPYr OTYETNIMBO MOHSAM, YTO BOMHA MEXAY OBYMS NIIEMEHaMN Hen3bexHa.

Mmasa Xl

CornHue Tonbko NnogHMMarnochb Hag rOPU3OHTOM, Korga OFHerI/IB BblNe3 U3 CBOEW Nanarku.



CTpFIXHyB C WepcTn TpyxXy onaslunx finCtbeB, OH FJ'Iy6OKO BOOXHYI XONoAHbIN BO34yX U C
HacnaxgeHnem noTAaHyncA.

Mocne ByepaluHero CoBeTa OH C HEMPUBbLIYHLIM YAUBAEHUEM CMOTPEN Ha MUPHYIO XXN3Hb
nareps. Heyxenun Bce 34ecb ocTanock no-npexHemy? Yrornek ¢ beneilwom genosuTo natanu
NpyTUKamMm BHELLHIO CTeHy narepsi, 3narowenka ¢ CMHernaskowm cuaeny Bosne OEeTCKON,
nobysck Ha pe3BALWUXCS KOTAT, a BecHsiHKa, ocTaHOBMBLUMCH Ha Gery, npucoeamHunach K
Marnbiwam. Baaneke YmHHO WwecTBOoBan Mory4ymi bypaH, Bonoyva B nactu TOMbKO YTO
HanoBneHHy Andyb. Berogy uapun nokon, n xota OrHerpus LWKYpPOW YyBCTBOBaN pasnuToe B
BO34yXe HanpsKeHune, HOYHbIE CTpaxm cnerka oTnycTum ero.

OH ornsgencs, vwa rnasamu MNecyaHyto Bypto, HO Ta oTNpaBunack B paccBETHOE
naTpynupoBaHue 1 elle He Bo3Bpalyanack. [NecyaHoi Bypu B4epa He 6bino Ha CoBeTe,
noatomy OrHerpvBy He TepNenock NoAeNUTLCS C HE HOBOCTSMM.

— OrHerpus!

OH cpasy y3Han ronoc CuHen 3Be3fbl. [loBepHyBLUMCE, Mallatan yBuaen, 4to
npeaBoAnNTENbHMLA CEMEHUT K HEMY CO CTOPOHbI CBOEW MeLLepbl.

— [a, CuHaqa 3ee3na?
— Vam ko MHe B newepy! Ham HyHO norosopuThb!

OrHerpuvB NocnyLwHO nocrneaosBan 3a ceoew npeasoauTensbHulein. OT ero BHUMaHus He
YKPBISICS H ee pa3MalLUCTLIN Lwar, HU Bo30yaeHHOe noAaparvBaHne KoH4Mka xsocTta. CuHss
3Be3fa Bena cebs Tak, CNoBHO roToBa Obina B Nto6Goit MOMEHT BLENUTLCS B rOpsio Bpary, U,
cyas No BCeEMY, OTCYTCTBME BparoB GbIno AenoM BPEMEHHbIM.

3abpasLumck B newepy, CnHsa 3Besna ycenacb Ha CBO MOACTUIKY M yCTaBuiachb Ha
OrHerpuBa.

— Tbl cnbIWwan, YTo roBOpun BYepa 3TOT nuuemep, aToT kel 3Be3Hbin Jlyy?! — 3awwmnena
oHa. — OTkasancs NpM3HaTbCsl, YTO €ro BOMHbI BOPYHOT Haly Audb! 3HaA4MT, HAM OCTaeTcs
TONbKO OAHO — HanacTb NepBbiMy!

OFHerVIB TaK 1 3acCTbif1 C pa3nHyTbIM PTOM.

— CuHaa 3eesgal — B3aMonunics oH. — Tbl HE MOXeLlb Tak NocTynuTb! Mbl He Tak CUMbHbI, Kak
paHbLue! — OH XoTen HanoMHUTL NpeaBoaMTENbHULE, YTO, ecnn Bbl HE ee cymacbpoacTBeo, Y
HUX cendac 6bino Obl Ha YEeTbIPEX BOMHOB DOrbLUE, HO He nocmen. — Mbl He MoXeM NO3BONNUTb
cebe NoHeCTn NoTepu paHeHbIMKU, He roBops yxke 06 youTeix! MMasa CrnHen 3Be3abl CBEPKHYIM
3nobon.



— YK He xo4eLllb N1 Tbl cKasaTb, 4TO [PO30BOE NfeMs HaCTONbKO ocrabeno, YTo He CMOXET
3alnTUTL ceba?!

— OpHo geno — 3awmTa, HoO coBceM apyroe — 6ecnpuynHHOE HanageHue Ha cocegen! — B
oT4yasaHum npoctoHan OrHerpue. — OnomHuck, CnHaAs 3ee3ga! Y Hac HET HU OOHOTO
AoKasaTenbCcTBa Toro, YTo BOMHbI BeTpa BopytoT. ..

CuHsia 3Be3na ockanuna 3y6bl U 3apbidana. OWeTMHMB WepPCTb, OHA BCKOYMNA U yrpoxatoLle
ABUHynack B cTopoHy OrHerpuea.

— Tak Tbl COMHeBaeLbcs B Moux cnoeax? OrpoMHbIM ycunuem sonu OrHerpume 3actasus cebs
YCTOATb Ha MecTe.

— A xo4y n3bexartb 6eCcCcMbICIIEHHOro KpoBONponMTUA! — CNOKOMHO OTBETMN OH. — Bce cneabl
yKasbIBalOT Ha TO, YTO B fiecy nocenunack 6pogadas cobaka. ATO OHa OXOTUTCS Ha KPONMUKOB!

— A a Tebe rosopto, 4To 6pogaUnx cobak He GbiBaeT! OHM NPUXOAAT M YXOOAT CO CBOMMM
AsyHornmu!

— OTkyaa xe Torga B3sanca cobaynn sanax?

— MonyaTte! — CuHas 3Be3na 3amaxHynach v easa He nonocHyna OrHerpusa KOrtsiMu rno Hocy,
HO OH MO-NPEXHEMY He TPOHyIics ¢ MmecTa. — CerogHsi HoYbO Mbl BLICTYMNMM B NOX04, a Ha
paccBeTe Hanagem Ha narepb nnemeHun Betpa.

Y OrHerpuea o6opBanochk cepaue. Kaxablini BOMH NoYnTaeT 3a YecTb cpaXkaTbCsl 3a CBOE NIeMs,
HO Hukoraa npexzae OrHerpmBy He NPUXOAMIOCH y4acTBOBaTb B HecrnpaBeanMeom Habere. OH
He >xenarn, YTobbl [po30Bble KOTbI U BOMHLI BeTpa HanpacHo nponveanu KpoBb!

— Tbl cnbiwnwb MeHs, OrHerpus? — psiBkHyna CuHas 3Besaa. — Bbibepu cambix nyyumx
BOMHOB.

K Beuepy OHM JOMmKHbI ObITh rOTOBLI. — [Na3a NnpeaBOAMTENbHULbI NPEBPATUIINCE B CUHME
nckpbl, 1 OrHerpvBy BAPYr NOKa3anoch, YTO MX B3rNa4 UCnenenuT ero 4otna, nogobHo Tomy,
KakK OrOHb YHUYTOXWI MOTFY4niA Nec.

— Mocnywan, CnHas 3Be3ga... — Hayar OH.

— Heyxenu Tbl 6onwbea nnemeHn BeTpa? — ¢ npe3peHnem dpocuna npegsoantenbHuLa. —
Wnn Tak npuBblk pabonencTtBoBaTth nepeq 3Be3AHbIM NIIEMEHEM, YTO HE CMeeLLb NONTU NPOTMB
NX BOMNWN U Cpa3nTbCs 3a YeCTb CBOEN npensoantenbHuubl?! — OHa Bo3byxaeHHO nogdexana K
BbIXO4Y M3 neLepbl, NOTOM BAPYr PE3KO NOBEpHynach 1 npubnmusmna ceoe nuuo K nuuy



rnawaras. — Tbl pa3ovapoBbiBaeLlb MeHsi, OrHerpus! Tbl Begelb cebsi Xy»Ke ocTanbHbIX
BouHoOB! Kak s Mmory Beputb B TO, 4TO Tbl OyeLlb OTBaXXHO CpaXkaTbCs 3@ CBOE NIems, ecrnu Tbl
OCMEeNMBaeLLbCA OCnapuBaTb MOW NpuKasaHna? — npoxpunena oHa. — Tbl HE OCTaBMnseLb
MHe Bblbopa, OrHerpus. A cama Bo3rnaento oTpsa!

Byps comHeHuni OyweBana B rpyan OrHerpuea. OH 3Han, 4to CuHsa 3Besfa ctapa, 4To y Hee
ocTanacb NocneaHsis XXu3Hb, YTO OHa NoBpeAunack paccyakoM. Ho npegsoavTtensHuya 6bina B
TakoM BeLLeHCcTBe, YTO OH He peluunncs BodpaxaTb. CKroHMB ronosy, OrHerpue HErPOMKO
otBeTun: — Kak ckaxelwb, CuHaga 3Besaa.

— Torga oTnpaenancs u genan 1o, 4To 4 npukasana! — senena CuHaa 3sesaa, He cnyckas ¢
Hero 6e3ymHoro Barnsga. — Tbl NOM4eLWb C HAMWU, HO MOMHU — 5 Byay NOCTOSIHHO
npurmageiBate 3a To6on! — Gpocnna oHa emy Beneg.

BbiIias Ha nonsiHy, OrHerpmB CO4POrHyNCS, CIIOBHO TOMbKO YTO BbIHLIPHYM U3 NEAsHON
nonbiHbW. [lonr rnawartas TpeboBan HemeaneHHo 0TobpaTb camblX Ny4dLLMX BOMHOB, NepenaTtb
nm npukad CrvHen 3Be3abl 1 ckasaTb, YTOObI C BOCXOAOM JTyHbl OHM ObINN rOTOBbI BbICTYMUTL U3
narepsi, HO Kaxabli BONocok Ha wybe OrHerpmea npoTecTtoBasn NPOTUB UCMOSNTHEHMS 3TOrO
npukasa. KponukoB BopoBana cobaka, nnems Betpa 6bino H1 npu yem! 3Be3aHoe nnems
HUKorga He ogobpuT HanageHnst Ha HeBUHOBHBIX! CrHsa 3Besga He npasal

OrHerpuyB 1 cam He 3aMeTWI1, Kak Nnanbl BelIHECHN €ro K newlepe lMNMenenuubl. MoxeT 6bITb, OHa
4yTO-HMOYAb NocoBeTyeT? BO3MOXHO, MyapOCTb LENUTENbHULI U COKPOBEHHAs CBA3b, KOTOpast
CYLLIECTBYET MexXay Hel 1 3Be3qHbIM MeMeHeM, NO3BOMAT €M HAaWTK BbIXO4, KOTOPOro OH He
BnanT? [obpaswmnch Ao nonsaHbl, OrHerpms nossan MNenenuuy, HO HUKTO He oTo3Bancs. OH
NPOCYHYI rofioBy B pacLUenuHy ckanbl u yéeanncs, 4to nanartka onycrena. JInwb Kydnm cyxux
NNCTbEB CUPOTNIMBO NeXanu BAONb CTEH.

B nonHow pactepsiHHocTv OrHerpue nonnerncs K Bbixoay. Mo gopore oH 3amMeTun ycepaHoro
Llapanky, BONOYMBLLENO OXanKy MSrkoro Mxa Ha noACTUIKM cTapeiHaM. YBUAEB rnawaTtas,
OpY’KeHoceL, OCTaHOBWIICS, BbIMNJIOHYI MOX Y OTpanopToBar:

— MNenenuua ywna 3a Tpasamu!

— Kyga? — 6bicTpo cnpocun OrHerpus, peLums, YTO HEMPEMEHHO PasbiLLET LenuTenbHuLY,
€CInv OHa rge-To Henogareky oT narepsi.

— He 3Hato, — noxan nneyamun Llapanka. — MN3BUHMW.
OH noaxsaTun ¢ 3emsim CBOM MOX W yLuen.

OxBayeHHbI cMATEHNEM 1 cTpaxoM, OrHerpuB A0Nro CTOSN NOCPEAM MOMSHbI U HE 3Har, YTo
emy aenatb. OH He MOr MONPOCUTL COBETa, MOCKONbKY OblN rnawlataem, a rnawaran He UMeeT



npasa ocnapueaTb MpuKasbl cBoero npeasoautend. Jaxe c NecyaHon bypen oH He cmen
NOAENUTLCSH CBOMMU COMHEHUAMM, MOTOMY YTO BOMHCKMI 3aKOH 0653biBan ee 6ecnpekocnoBHO
NoBMHOBAaTLCA NpeasoauTensHuUe. EAMHCTBEHHAd, C KEM OH MOr NOroBOpuTL, aTo lNenenvua —
HO 1 OHa yLuna, OCTaBuB ero B oguHoyecTse!

OrHerpuB MeaneHHo Nobpen B CTOPOHY MeLlepbl BOMHOB U OKOMO BXOAA HOC K HOCY CTONKHYSCS
C BblnesatoLlern YepHobypkon.

— A xoTen HeMHoro B3gpeMHyTb, — NpPo6opmMoTar OH B OTBET Ha ee YAMBMNEHHbIV B3rnag. —
Xouy HabpaTbcs cun nepen HOYHbIM NaTpynem! — coBparn OH, He B cuiax Npu3HaTbecsi, YTo 3a
«naTpynb» 0XMAAEeT ero 3TN HOYbIO.

— Tbl BbIrMSAMLWb O4EeHb yCTanbiM! — cOYyBCTBEHHO nokayarna ronosown YepHobypka. — Tbl
CNULLKOM MHoOro paboTtaelub, OrHerpus.

OHa 6bICTpO NU3HYyNa ero B pbhkee yxo 1 nobexana k kyye ceexen egbl. K Bennkomy
obneryeHunto OrHerpusa, B newepe 6onbLie HUKOrO He OKa3anoch, MO3TOMY OH MOAOLLEN K
CBOEW NoACTUIIKe, NOrnyoxke 3apbifics B MArKUIN MOX Y MAnOPOTHUKN M MPUFOTOBUSICS YCHYTb.
CoH ObIn ero nocnegHen Hagexaon. BoaMmoxHo, BO cHe K HeMy npuaeT lNectponucTtasa n
NMOCOBETYET, Kak n3bexarb KpoBOMPOnUTUS.

OH co cTpaxom BCNOMHMIT CBOW MNOCNEOHUIN COH, korda oH uckan MNecTponncTyo B TEMHOM r
XKYTKOM fecy, HO TaK U He Haluern.

— O, MecTponuctas, noxanyncra, He octaena meHa! — npowentan OrHerpus. — Tbl Tak
Hy>XHa MHe! A JOomKeH y3HaTb, Yero Xo4eT OT MeHsi 3Be3aHoe nnems.

OrHerpuB cTosan Ha rpaHuue ¢ nnemeHem BeTpa 1 cMoTpen Ha yHbINyo NycTowb. Peskui
XOnoAHbIN BETEP BONMHamMu npoberan no BepeCckoBOMY MOpPHO, EPOLUMA LWEPCTb Ha Bokax
OrHerpuBa. lNycTowb Bbinia oOKpyXeHa KonbLIOM Kakoro-To XYyTKOBAaTOro, He3feLHero cBeTa, B
KOTOPOM pacTBOPSASCSA N FOPU3OHT, N OKPeCTHbI nec. OrHerpus o6epHyrcs, oxunaasa yBuaeTb
yeTblpe moryumx gyba Ha CeslieHHou [NonsiHe, HO c3agu TOXE He ObINo HUYEero, Kpome
6GneaHo-30n0TOro NPU3padHoro cusiHMs. OH GbiN COBCEM OAMH.

— MNecTtponncTtaa? — pobko nosean OrHerpue. HMkTO He oTo3Bancd, Ho OrHerpmB Bce Xe
yNnoBun gyHOBEHME CnagKkoro 3anaxa, Bcerga npeflecTtBoBaBLIEro NosiBNeHnto MNectponmcton.

OH 3amMep, BbITAHYI We U NPUOTKPbIN POT, 4YTOObI norny6>|<e BOOXHYTb nodbUMbIN 3anax.

— MNecTtponuctaga!l — wenotom nosTopun OrHerpue. — lNMoxanyncTta, npuan. Tel Tak HyXHa
MHe!

N TyT >xe ero okpy>xuno Tenso, U 3HaKoMbI rofioc NpoLuenTan:



— A 3pecb, OrHerpuB. Tenepb OH YyBCTBOBAr, YTo [ecTponucTas rge-To c3aau, U, CTOUT emMy
06epHyTbCs, OH yBMAUT ee. Ho oH He mMor nolueBenuTbes. CNOBHO OrpOMHble NeasiHble
YerCcTU CXKarnw ero rofosy, 3acTaBmsis CMOTPETb Ha KOMbILLYLLYIOCS Mo BETPOM MEPTBYHO
nyCTOLb.

OH He NOMHWI, CKOMbKO NPOCTOSAN Tak, Npexae Yem noHsn, YyTo MNectponucras 3gechb He oaHa.
OH noyyBCTBOBAs HOBbIWA, My4YMTENbHO-3HAKOMbIV 3anax 1 npollenTarn:

— LWepbartaa? 370 TbI? Cnaboe gbixaHne KOCHYNOCh ero wepcTn, n OrHerpuBy NOYyaAMnocCs,
OyaTO OH CrbIWNT XPUMNIoe ypyaHme NnormoLien KOLLKK.

— Ulep6atasn! — BocknunkHyn oH. — A Tak TockoBan o Tebe! C Tobon Bce B nopsagke? Tol
BMaena, Kakom ymHuuen ctana Hawa MNenenuua?

OH roBopun 1 roBopurs, He NOMHs1 cebst OT PpagocTn, YTO BHOBb BCTpeTuncs co Lep6aTon, Ho
OTBETa Tak M He NocneaoBarno, XoTs eMy Noka3anocb, OyATo ypyaHue CTano YyTb FpoMye.

BHe3anHo coBceM psaaoM OH ychblwan TUXui wenot MNecTponucTon.

— 4 He cnyyanHo npueena Tebsa ctoga, OrHerpume. [ocMOTpKM Ha 3TO MECTO, 3arNOMHN ero —
XOPOLLUEHbKO 3aNOMHN. JTO MECTO, r4e He cocTouTca BUTBa N HEe NPONBLETCS KPOBb.

— Torga noackaxu, kak MHe NpegoTBpaTUTb BOMHY? — B3aMonuncs OrHerpuys, oragaBluncs,
yto NecTponuctaa nmeet B BUAY 3agymaHHoe CuHeln 3Be3on HanageHve Ha narepb nnemMeHu
Betpa.

Ho Gonblue OH Tak HAYEro 1 He yCrbllwar, KpOMe TUXOro B3goxa, KOTopbl BbICTPO pacTass u
yneTen BMecTe C BETPoM. B TOT e mur ncyesna un cuna, ckosbiBaBlias OrHerpmsa. OH pesko
o6epHynca — Ho Hu Wep6aTton, Hu MecTponucTton yxe He 6bino. OrHerpmns XXagHo roTHYN
BO34yX, YTOObl NovmaTtb XoTs Obl 3anax, HO HUYero He NoYyBCTBOBAr.

— MNecTtponunctasa!l — B cTpaxe 3akpuyan oH. — Lllep6aTtas! He yxoguTte!

Mpu3payHoe cusiHue ToXXe Havano TasdTb, MOCTENEHHO NPEeBPaTUBLLNCH B OObIYHbIA COMHEYHbIN
CBET, KOTOpbI BbiBaeT yTpoMm B Jluctonaa, n BMecto BepeckoBor nyctowm OrHerpms yBugen
Hag, cobon noyepHeBLUME OT OrHSA BETKM 1 ronyboe HebOo, NPOCBEYMBatOLLIEE MEXOY HUMMN.
Tskeno gbiwa, oH nexan Ha 60Ky B CBOew neLlepe.

— OrHerpuB! — pasgancsa psaoMm Yen-To B3BOSIHOBAHHbIN rornoc, U, NOBEPHYB rofoBy, OH
yeugen lNMecuyanyto bypto. — Y10 ¢ TO60N? Thl HE 3abonen?

— Her... Her, Bce xopowo! — OH ¢ TpygoM cen u noLuesenun ywamm, copacbiBas npuctasLume
NYLUNHKM MXa. — MpoCcTo OyPHOM COH, TOMBbKO U BCErO.



— A 1eb4a nckana, — obbsicHuna lNecyaHas bypsi. — Mbl 060oLwwnmn Bce rpaHnLpbl 1 HE 3aMETUNN
HWMYero nogo3puTenbHoro. Knctodka yxxe pacckasana MHe 0 TOM, 4To npousowwno Ha CoBeTe.
Kyya ¢ guubto coBcem onycrena, Hy>XHO CXOaUTb MOOXOTUTHCS.

— 4 cenyac He mory, MNecyaHas Bypsi... MHe HyXHO koe-4TO caenatb. [oxanyncTa, Boibepu
NOBLIOB M cxXoau cama, NnagHo?

Heckonbko MrHoBeHun MNecyaHas Bypﬂ npuctarnbHO CMOTPEsa Ha Hero, oxXnaad 0ObACHEHUN, K
BCKOpe€ B Mnasax ee He OCTanoCb HU Kanjn ObIIION TENNOThI.

— XopoLuo, pa3 Tbl Tak 3aHAT! — BypkHyna oHa.

OrHerpuB Bugen, yto NecvaHasa Byps obugenack, HO Tak U HE CMOT NPUAYMaTb HUKaKoro
06bsicHeHus. — A Bo3bMy ¢ cobon YepHobypky 1 Byporo! — C aTumun cnosamu oHa
noBepHynach 1 Bbllwna, gaxe He B3rnsHyB Ha OrHerpuea.

OrHerpvB 06nmn3an nany v NPUHSNCSA YMbIBaTbCS, MOrPy3MBLUMCH B PA3MbILLNIEHUS O TONbKO YTO
yBUAEHHOM CHe. «He cocTtomTca GutBa u He NPONbETCHA KPOBbY», — NOBTOPWI OH Npo cebs. Ho
Kak MoHMMaTb 3TK cnoea? 3HaunT nn 310, YTOo NecTponucTas NpocuT ero He 6eCNoKOUTLCS,
MOCKOmbKy 3Be3gHoOe nnemsi camo npenoTBpatuT 6uTtey? Mnu xe 310 Obin Npukas, 1 UMEHHO OH
AOIMKEeH OCTaHOBUTb KpoBOMponuTune?

OrHerpumBy o4eHb xoTenock Obl oTAaTh Xo4 cobbITUI B Nanbl 3B€34HOMO NemMeHun. B koHue
KOHLIOB, YTO OH MOXET caenatb, eCnu NpeaBoanTeNnbHULA YXXe oTaana emy npukas?! Ho yto,
€CINy UCMOSTHEHME 3TOro NpuKasa HapyLUUT CBSILLEHHYI0 Bomnto 3Be3gHoro nnemeHn? Kpome Toro,
BnepBble pelleHne CuHeln 3Be3abl NPOTMBOPEYMIIO BCeM npeactaeneHnsam OrHerpmea o
cnpaBennMBoCTU 1 bnare MPo30BOro NemMeHwu.

HakoHel, oH npuHan pewenne. OH nongeT Ha Bce, HO po3oBoe nnemMs He OyaeT cpaxaTtbesi C
nnemeHem Betpa!

Mmasa XllI

Crapasicb He nonafaTtbecs Ha rnasa connemeHHukam, OrHerpuB yKpaakow BbICKONb3HYM U3
narepsi. 3akoH TpeGoBarn oT Kaaoro BomHa 6ecnpekocnoBHO NOBMHOBATLCS NpMKasam CBOEro



npeasoauTtens. o cux nop OrHerpue Bcerga cBATO cnefosan aTomy 3aseTy. OH 1 NpeacTaBuTb
He MOr, YTO Korga-HMbyab nocMmeeT ocnylaTtbes npukasa CuHen 3Be3abl, HO CerogHsa emy
NPUXOAMNOCH BbIOMpaTh Mexay NOBUHOBEHMEM U cnaceHnemM COBCTBEHHOro nnemeHn. OH
pewun, YTo €4MHCTBEHHOW BO3MOXHOCTLIO N3bexaTb OUTBbI MOXET cTaTb BcTpeda CuHen
3Be3abl co 3Be3aHbIM Jlydyom oanH Ha oguH. MNyCcTb NpeaBoAnTENn CNOKOMHO 06CyaaT, KTO
BMHOBAT B Kpaxe Anym Ha obeunx Ttepputopusix. Ecnv Cunasa 3sesga novmer, 4to nnems Betpa
noABepraeTcs TOYHO TakOMy Xe rpabexy, OHa, HECOMHEHHO, OTKaXXETCA OT HanageHus.

OrHerpuB cTaparncs He AymaTb O TOM, YTo caenaeT ¢ HUM CuHsis 3Be3aa, ecnm y3HaeT, YTo OH
CaMOBOJbHO XOAMI AoroBapuBaThes co 3Be3aHbIM Jlyyom. Ero yTewana nviib MbICrb O TOM,
YTO OH NPaBUNbHO MNOHMMAaET NOANMHHbIE UHTEPECHI CBOETO NNEMEHM.

Boane nanopotHukoB OrHerpmMB oCTaHOBWUIICS U B MOCNEAHNUIA pa3 o6Ben rnasamu narepb.
Okono neLyepbl OpPY>XEHOCLIEB OH 3aMeTWN NecTpyto BecHsiHKy, koTopas B MOMIHOM OMHOYeCTBe
oTpabaTbiBana oXoTHWYbM HaBbIKW. 3aBMOER NaAatoLLMIA NIACT, KoLleyka 6ecLlyMHO
noakpaabiBanacb k HemMy U1 npeirana, xaatasi 400bl4y NOAHATLIMU fankamu.

— O1nnyHo! — noxeanun OrHerpums.
BecHsiHka nogHana ronosy, rnasa ee A0BOSbHO BCMbIXHYIN.
— Cnacwubo, rnawiaTamn.

OrHerpuB KMBHYN 1 6pocuncst B NanopoTHUKKU. OTa KOPOTKas BCTpeYa NuLLb yKpenuna ero
PELUMMOCTb, M LLYCTpasi ManeHbkasl y4eHuUa BHe3anHo nokasanacb emMy CMMBOJTOM BCErO
CaMOro NyyLUEero 1 BaXKHOrO B NiieMeHN. TOro OH HUKOTAA Y HUKOMY He MO3BOMUT YHUUTOXUT!

ConHue JocTuImo CBOEN BhicLLEN Touku, korga OrHerpms gobpancs 4o HeGonbLIOro py4yenika,
npoTekasLwero y Yetbipex [lepeBbeB. TyT OH OCTaHOBWUICA nepeBecTy ayx. K HecyacTbio, nepen,
BbIXOOOM M3 narepsi OH He ycnen nepekycuTb, U LLOPOX TPpaBbl MTHOBEHHO NPobyann B HEM
ronog. OrHerpmB npunan K 3emne n 3ataunncs, Ho BCKOpe C yaAUBIIEHNEM MOHSAS, YTO B TpaBe
LUYpLINT BOBCE He AMudb. BOT mexay nepeBbsMU MenbkHyNna 3HakoMas TEMHas LWepCTb, a
cnegom 3a Hew npuneTen 3anax [po3oBoro NNeMeHMu.

OrHerpuB yausuncs. OH He oTAaBan npukasa NpoYechbiBaTb 3TOT YYACTOK feca, Tak OTKy4a e
3gecb B3snuck po3oBkle kKoTbl? He oTpbiBasicb OT 3emnu, OrHerpuB TUXOHBLKO Nepenons 3a
KYCT nanopoTHuKa. B crneayowmin mvr TpaBa pasfBuHynach, U Ha 6eper pyybsi BbiLEn
YacTtokon. O6epHyBLUMCL Yepes Nieyvo, NonocaTbii BOMH FPOMKO KPUKHYI KOMY-TO C3au:

— 3a mHon! Hy-ka, He oTcTaBaTb! 13 nanopoTHMKOB BbINE3NN ABa MaNeHbKNX KOTEHKA, 1
OrHerpuvB ¢ M3ymneHmeMm y3Harn B HUX 060mx 3naTowenkmHbix Manbiwen. ExxeBnyka BbikaTunics
Ha MONAHKY N NPUHSASCS MOHATLCS 3a NagatoLwWwyM NMCTOM, CrieqoM 3a HAM, KOBbIfss, Bblnesna
PbikuHka.



— A yctana. Y meHs nankm 6onart, — noxanosanach OHa.

— He moxeT ObiTb! — nokadan ronoson Yactokon. — Tbl )Xe y Hac Takas cunbHas! Yxe
Heaaneko.

«YT10 Heganeko?' — TPEBOXHO NpoHecrock B roniose y OrHerpuea. — YTo oHM 34eck Aenator, U
Kyaa YacTokon Beaet kotaT?» OH oxuaan yBuaeTb 3naTolleriky, Bedb Manblly eLle HUKoraa
He OTXOAMNW TaK Aarneko oT AETCKOM, HO, K ero M3yMIIeHNto, KoporieBa Tak U He NosiBUNach.

ExxeBunuka non6e>|<an K CECTPEHKE 1 JTaCKOBO NoTepcA nbom o ee pr)KI/ll7I OOo4OK.

— Monpgem! 310 e Toro ctout! Cnenom 3a Yactokornom oba KOTEHKa BbILLINW HA MENKOBOALE W,
noBu3rmMBas oT cTpaxa U BOCTopra, notonanu yepes pyden. Ha gpyron ctopoHe pyybs HacTokon
CBEpHYn C TPOMNWHKK, KoTopad Bena kK Yetbipem [lepeBbam, 1 noLlen no y3kon JOpoXKe, YTO
BMMacbk nod Kyctamu. ApocTb oxBatuna OrHerpma. OH NpekpacHo 3Han, Kyaa Befer aTta
TponuHka! YacTtokorn Ben KOTAT K rpaHuue ¢ nneMmeHem TeHen!

[loxaaBLlunck, Noka Tpouua oToaeT nogarnbsiue, OrHerpne BbICKOUMI U3 CBOETO YKPbITUS 1
nomyarncs 3a Humm criegom. OH JorHan KOToB BO3Me caMol rpaHuubl. B Hosapu yoapwn
CUInbHbI 3anax nnemexHu TeHel, n OrHerpuB 3amMeTuI, Kak KOTATa OCTaHOBUINUCH U Havanm
YOMBMNEHHO NPUHIOXUBATLCS.

— Hy yT0 Tam ewe? — HeAoOBONbLHO NPUKPUKHYN YacTokon.
— MaxHeT nucon? — cnpocun Exesnuka.
— Her, 3710 3anax nnemenun TeHen! — orBeTun Yactokon. — lNownu, yxxe coscem 6rnmsko.

OH noBen KOTAT BOOSb rpaHvulbl, 1 yctanas PbbkuHKa TYT Xe NpuHAnacb XHblKaTb, YTO Y HEE
BC€E J1ankuy rnpoBOHAIIN KaKOW-TO ragocCTblo.

BHe cebsi oT 3noctu OrHerpuB HblpHYN Nog KycT 60sipbIlLHMKA, POCLUMIA Ha CaMOM Kpato
TeppuTopumn MPO30BOr0 NNemMeHu, 1 nputauncs B BeTesix. OTClo4a OH MOr, OCTaBasiCb
HeBMAUMbIM, HabnoaaTb 3a NPOUCXOASALLMM.

YacTokon octaHoBUIICSA Henoganeky OT KyCTa. |/|3My‘-IeHHbIe KOTATa noBanuincb Ha Tpasy, HO
He ycnenun OoHn pa3MdTb yCTanble Janbl, Kak NanopoTHUKU 3allypLlann BHOBb, N U3 HUX
BbICTYynuI ewe OAunH KOT.

370 6bIn 3Be3gouan. OrHerpuB Tak U 3aMep Ha MecTe, XOTs1 OblN yXKe roTOB K ero NosiBleHMIo.
Cyns no Bcemy, YacTokon nonbiTancs 3acnyXuTb pacrnorioXkeHue cBoero GbiBLIEro Apyra,
YCTPOMB €My BCTPeYyY C AETbMM, HO CTOSb ObICTpOe NosiBNeHne nNpeaBoauTenst nnemMeHn TeHew



roBOpuIo O TOM, 4YTO BCTpPE4a Oblna HasHa4veHa 3apaHee.

«3HaeT nu 06 atom 3naTowenka?» — nogyman OrHerpue. Cyasi No ToMy, YTo ee He Bbino
psnoMm ¢ getbMu, Yactokon yBen kotaT 6e3 Begoma matepu. HaBepHoe, HecuacTHasi koporieBa
cefyac mLLeT ux no Bcemy narepto. «[JormkHo GbiTb, ronoBy notepsina oT cTpaxal» — ¢
HeHaBucCTbo nogyman OrHerpue. Y Hero aaxe nanbl 3a4ecanucb OT XXenaHust HeMearieHHO
BGpocuTbes Ha YacTokona, HO OH 3acTaBun cebst ocTaTbCsi Ha MecTe U HabnaaTb.

3Be3goLuan nogoluen nvxke, Npy KaXkaoM Luare OrpoMHbIE MblLLLIbI TepeKaTbiBanuchb Nof ero
nonocaton wkypon. OCTaHOBUBLLMCH Nepen KOTATaMn, OH Kakoe-To BPEMS MoriYa CMOTpeEn Ha
HUX, @ NOTOM, HaKMOHMBLUNCL, MOTEPCH HOCOM CHavana o ExxeBunyky, a noToM 1 0 PbDKUHKY.
KoTsaTa HuKorda B XXu13HW HE BUAENW TAaKOro UCMOSIMHA, HO CTOSANIM CMUPHO U, HE MOPTHYB,
BblaepKanu ssHTapHbln B3rNsa4 oTua.

— Bbl 3HaeTe, KTO A7 — cnpocun 3Be3gouan.

— YacTokon ckasan, YTo OTBeAeT Hac NO03HAaKOMUTLCS € OTLOM! — xpabpo Bbinanun ExxeBudka.

— Tbl M ecTb Haw nana? — cnpocuna PbpkmHka. — OT TebA NaxHeT NoYTH TakK e, Kak oT Hac!

— [a, — HaknoHWn orpomMHyto rornosy 3Be3gouan. Kotata nsyMmneHHo nepernsHynnc, a
YacTokorn NoACHU:

— 3710 3Be3gouan, NpeaBoanTeNnb NnemMeHn TeHen.
KoTaTta apy>XHO BbiTapalmnm rnaseHku, a ExxeBnyka 3aBonun:

— ¥x, Tol! lNMpaBga? Tel HacTosWMI NpegsoanTens? [oxaaBlwmch, korqa 3sesgouan cHoBa
KMBHET, PbXMHKa OenoBUTO cnpocuna:

— A noyemy Tbl He MOXellb 3abpaTb Hac B cBoe nnema? HaeepHoe, y Tebs Tam camas nyywas
newiepa, Mbl 6bl Tam Bce nomecTunuce! 3sesgoLan nokayan ronoso.

— Celivac Balle mMecTo Bo3ne Matepu. Ho st ropxxyck Bamu. OHM M B camMOM fiene O4eHb
KpacuBble 1 CUNbHble, — cka3san oH Yactokony. — Korga nx nocBATAT B OpYy»KEHOCLbI?

— [ymato, Yyepes mecsiy, — oteeTun Yactokon u yroanveo gobasun: — Xarb, 4T0 y MEHS yXKe
eCTb yYyeHuLa, UHaye st HenpeMeHHO caM B3siN Obl OAHOMO U3 HUX.

OrHerpuvB OT 3M0CTK Tak U BUENWICHA KOrTAMM B 3eMrto. «HacTaBHUKOB Bbibpaem Mbl ¢ CruHen
3Be3aon, a He Tbl! — npoLumnen oH nNpo cebsi. — W Tbl nocnegHun, KOMy Mbl JOBEPUM
BOCMNUTAHNE 3TUX KOTAT!»



3Besgouan oTBepHyrncsa oT YacTokona u cHoBa NOCMOTPen Ha AeTen.

— Bbl ymeeTe 0X0TUTbCA? — cnpocuin oH. — A cpaxaTbCca? XoTUTe CTaTb HAaCTOALLMMM
BOMHaAMMN?

KoTaTa gpy>XHO 3aknBanu.

— A 6yay nyywmnm BoMHOM nriemeHn! — noxesactarncsa ExeBudka.

— A a 6yay nyJwen oxoTHuuen! — He oTctana ot 6parta PbibkuHKa.

— Monogubl! — 3ayp4yan 3Be3gouan v ackoBO NU3HYM KaXA0ro Mexay yLwKamu.

OrHerpuB HEBOMbHO BCMOMHMU KpyToGoKa, KOTOPbI NOKUHYN pogHoe nremsi, YTobbl ocTaThbes
CO CBOMMM KOTsiTamu. Heyxenu ceupenbiii 3Be3gouan Toxe CTpafgaeT OT pasnyku ¢ 4eTbMU?

OrHerpuB rotoB Obin1 NoXaneTb CBOEro CMepTENbHOro Bpara, HO TyT ExxeBunuka 3agan Bonpoc,
oT KoToporo y OrHerpuBa KpoBb 6pocunach B rosio.y.

— 3Be3gouan, a noyemy Tbl NpegBoanTenb nnemeHn TeHen, a Hawa mama ns po3oBoro
nnemeHun?

— OHuM Hn4ero He 3HalOT? — cnpocun 3BesgoLan y Yactokona u, Korga nonocatblii BOUH
oTpuLaTenbHO nokavarn rorioBor, OTBETUN: — OTO Agonrasa nctopus, cbiHok. CagnTtecsh, s
pacckaxy Bam.

OrHerpu1B NOHSAM, YTO NPULLIO BpeMsi BMellaTbes. He xBaTano Tonbko, 4Tobbl 3Be3aouan
pacckasan koTaTaM cobCTBEHHYH BEPCUIO CBOErO M3rHaHus u3 MposoBoro nnemexun! OrHerpus
roToB ObIN NOKNACTLCS, YTO 3BE3a0Lan HY 3a YTO HEe MPU3HAETCS HN B COBEPLLEHHBIX UM
ybuncTteax, H1M B npegatenbcTBe COOCTBEHHOIO nnemeHu!

MogHsaBLWMCH Ha nanbl, OrHerpmBe BbiWen U3-nog KycTa.
— [obpbi AeHb, 3Be3gouan, — BEXMBO NO340poBarncs oH. — YTo-To Thl ganeko 3abpen ot
cBoero nareps. [a n Tl Toxe, YacTtokon, — ropasgo 6onee pe3ko ckasan oH U cnpocun: — Yto

Tbl 30€Cb Aenaellb U 3a4eM NpuyBen croga KoTaT?

— 3710 Haw oTeL! — BOCTOpP)KEHHO 3aBonuna PbiknHka. — Mbl camu QoL cioga oT camoro
narepsi, 4Tobbl NoBMAATLCS C HAM!

— MNo4emy HMKTO He ckasan Ham O TOM, YTO Hall oTel, — npeaBoauTens ApYroro nNremMeHn? —
NUCKHYN ExeBudka.



OrHerpuB gaxe He nogyman oreedatb eMmy. OH npubnuauncs k YacTtokony u, yrpoxatoLe
NPULLYPUBLLXCE, MOBTOPUIT:

— A 1eb4a cnywato, Yactokon!
— Kak Tbl y3Han, 4To Mbl 30eCb? — OLLETMHMUICSA
YacTtokor.

— A 3ameTun Bac, Korga Bbl nepexoannm pyyden. Bbl Tak Wymernu, YTo BECb fnec
nepenonowmnnu!

— Mocnywai, OrHerpus, — ckasan Bapyr 3eesgoLar, CKIOHSS ronosy B BEXIIMBOM
NMPUBETCTBUN, KOTOPbLIM NPEeABOAUTENb OAHOIO NeMeHn 0GMeHMBaETCs € rnallataem apyroro.
[onoc ero 3By4an NpocuUTeENbHO U ApyxentobHo: — Bo Bcem BUHOBAT 1, a He YacTtokon. A
OYeHb XoTen yBuaeTb cBoux AeTtei. Tbl BeAb HEe OTKaXeLlb MHE B 3TOM XXenaHuu, npasga?

— £ Bce noHumato, — cmyLeHHo oteeTun OrHerpme. — Ho YacTtokon He gormkeH obin 6e3
paspeLleHns yBOAUTb KOTAT U3 narepsi. OHK eLle CrnWKOM Marbl U NoABEPratoTCsl ONacHOCTH,
Opoas B oguHo4YecTBe Baarneke ot gomal

«OcobeHHO Tenepsb, Korga no necy 6eraet 6pogayvas cobakal» — MbICNIEHHO [0OaBWUIT OH.

— OHu He B ogmHo4decTBe! — Harno Bospasun Yactokon. — OHu co MHou!

— Tbl He 3a0bIn 0 HanageHun sctpeba? BTa vacTb fieca NOYTU NOMHOCTLIO Bbiropena, TyT gaxe
YkpbITbCa Herge! Tbl He xo4ellb, YTOObI C ManbilWamMu CRy4Ynnoch To e, YTO U co CHEXKOM? —
Mpwn ynomuHaHum CHexka ExxeBuyka Bopyr rpomMko 3annakan, u OrHerpme nocneLwHo
OocTaHoBuWMCcA. He xBatano Tonbko COBCEM 3anyratb U paccTpoutb Manbiwen! — OTBean nx B
narepb, Yactokosn. HemegneHHo.

YacTokon nepernadynca co 3Be3gouanom, HEXOTS NMOBES NIeYOM U cKasan KoTaTam:

— MNownu! Mbl gomkHbl cnywartbes OrHerpmea. KotaTta otownum ot 3Besgouana u 3aceMeHnnm
K YacTtokony.

— lMonpowavitechb ¢ oTuom! — Benen nm OrHerpme, cTapasicb AepXXaTbCs NPUBETIINBO U
apyxentobHo. — CKopo Bbl CTAHETE OpYyXeHocuamu, nornaete Ha CoBET U CHOBa yBUAMTECH C
HUM.

KoTaTa nocnywHo 06€pHyJ'IVICb n nonpowanuncb.

— D,O BCTpe‘-II/I! — otBeTun um 3eesgouan. — Pactute OonbLWNMKU U CUNBHLIMU, YTOOLI S BCerga



MOIr BaMu ropanTbCA.

YacTokon nosen KOTST K pyybto, a OrHerpms co 3Be3foLanom, CTos psioM, Mofda npoBoXkanm
nx rnasamu. Korga Bce Tpoe CKpbINUCh B TpaBe, 3Be3aoLan HerpoMKko ckasar:

— Bepern moux geten, OrHerpue. A 6ygy npumsagbiBath 3@ HUMMU.

OrHerpuB no4yBCTBOBAr, Kak cepaue ero yxoauT B nNsTkv. Korga oH nepen BCEM NiieMeHeM
06BuHMN Korta B npegatenscTBe, rnawaran noknanca youts ero. W BOT Tenepb OHM OKasanucb
HaeguHe, BAaneke OT BCEX, M HUKTO He 3awmnTnt OrHerpuea, ecnu 3Besgouan HagymaeT
HanacTb Ha Hero. OH BeCb BCMOTEN OT HanpsXXeHus, HO 3Be3aouan He caenan gaxe nomnbITKY
NpnbnNmnanTbCA K ObiBLLEMY Bpary.

— A 6yay 3aboTnThCs 0 HUX, — BblgaBun OrHerpme. — PO30BOE MeMs Neneet BCEX CBONX
KOTAT.

— B camom gene? — npuwwypuncsa 3sesgouan. — Kak npuaTHO 3TO cribiwath!

«OH HameKkaeT Ha AByX KOTST, KOTOPbIX KOraa-To ycbiHoBUNa Jlyxuual» — poragancst OrHerpms
1 3amep, oxugasi npsiMoro Bonpoca. Ho 3se3gouan He cTtan H1 0 YeM cnpalunBaTh, NyLb B
AHTAPHbIX rnasax ero NPOMerbKHYNO HeYTO Takoe, oT Yero y OrHerpmBa Mopo3 npobexan no
Teny. 3Besgouan cMoTpen Tak, OyaTto npekpacHo 3Har, 4To OrHerpuBy M3BeCTHO ropasgo
GonbLue, YeM OH rOBOPWT.

Ho BCIyX 3Be3gouan Huyero He ckasarn. OH CHOBa CKIMOHUIT ronoBy 1 BEXITMBO pacnpoLianca:
— YBuammca Ha cnegywuiemMm CoserTe, OFHerVIB, a celyac s1 AOSMKeH BEPHYTbCA B CBOE MNiems.

C 3TMK crioBamm OH NOBEPHYSICS U MOLUEN Ha CBOK Tepputoputo. OrHerpuB NocTosn eLle
HEeMHoro, YTobbl y6eanTbcs, 4To NpeasoauTenb NnemMeHn TeHen B caMoM [Aene yLern, a NoTom
no6pen B cTopoHy YeTbipex [epeBbeB. B ayLwwe y Hero bywesana 6ypsi. Kak HY 3nuno ero
noBefeHvne YacTtokona, Npuxoaunock NpusHaThb, YTO NonocaThbiit BOUH He caenan HUYero
AypHOro, npmeBeast KOTAT NO3HAKOMUTBLCS C OTLIOM. YTO e kacaeTcs camoro 3sesgolana, To OH
Ben cebs Ha yauBneHne OOCTOMHO U CAepXKaHHO.

Ycunuem Bonu OrHerpue 3actaBun cebst 3abbiTb 0 cerogHsILLHEM NPoUCLLECTBUM. EMY HYXHO
ObIno ToponuTbes. [lo 3aKkaTa OH AOMKEH NOroBopuTb co 3Be3aHbIM JlyyoMm 1 npuaymaTb
cnocob ynaguTb MUPOM CMop O BOPOBCTBE ANYM!



Mmasa XlII

Mpoaunpasicb CKBO3b 3apocnu Kontoyero ytecHuka, OrHerpms 6pen Yyepes nycToLb K narepto
nnemeHn BeTtpa. YTo6bl He NonNacTbCs Ha rnasa BpaXXeCkoMy NaTpyrio, nepeaBuratbCs
NPUXOAMMOCH NOMN3KOM, Borioya 6ptoxo no 3emne, Tak 4to OrHerpmB He pa3 C TOCKOW BCMOMHUI
rycTyto TpaBy CBOEro pogHoro neca. B nocnegHui pa3s oH 6bin B narepe nnemeHun Betpa B HOYb
6uTBbl, Korga 'po3oBoe Nnemsi nomorano cocegam oTbuUTb HanageHne ABYX BpaXKaeOHbIX
nnemeH. Toraa OrHerpuBy He NPUXOAMIIOCH NPATATLCS, HO TENepb OH peLunn He 0bHapyXnBaTb
CBOEro NpUCYTCTBMS OO TEX Mop, Noka He yBuauT 3Be3gHoro Jlyya unu, no KpamHen mepe,
KOro-To 13 Tex, Koro cyutan cBoMMu Apy3bamn. YTobbl He paccTpamBaTbCA paHbLLE BPEMEHM,
OH cTaparncs He AymaTtb O TOM, MOXHO M paccuynTbiBaTb Ha Bbinyto Apyxby nocne HegaBHero
Coseta. bonbLue Bcero cnegosano onacatbcq natpynen. BonHbl BeTpa yxe He pa3 aTtakoBanu
OrHerpvBa Ha cBOEN TeppuTOpuK, NOSTOMY HOBasi BCTpeEYa He Cynuma eMy HU4Yero XopoLuero.

Co Bcex CTOPOH ero okpy»an 3anax nnemeHun Betpa, HO cammnx KOToB noka He 6bIfo BUOHO.
ConHue noyTH 3aBepLumno cBon HebecHbIn NyTb, HO OrHerpuB ctaparncst He gymaTb O
npubnmxatroemcs sevepe. OH 604ncs BnacTb B OTHasgHME MPU MbICIIM O TOM, Kak Marso
OCTanocb BpeMeHu 0o 3agymaHHoro CrnHen 3Be3fon HanageHus.

MepenpbirMBas ¢ KaMHA Ha KaMeHb, OH Nepecek MeNKU pyyeek n cpasy nodYyBCTBOBar, YTO
3anax nnemexu BeTpa crtan ropasgo cunbHee, NpUYeM Ha 3TOT pa3s K HeMy npuMeLlnBancs
3anax ucnyraHHoro kponuka. Nactbe OrHerpuea TyT e HanoMHMIach CrAOHON, a Xenyaok
XanobHo 3aypyar, HO OH TOMNbKO Kpenye CTUCHYN 3y6bl. Heyero 6bino gaxe gymaTb O TOM,
YTOObI B TAKOM MOMEHT OXOTUTLCA Ha YyXyto Aobblvy! Kpome Toro, cyasi no 3anaxy, OXOTHUKM
ObInu rae-To Henoganeky. OrHerpnB NOCMELLHO 3apbIfcs B MANOPOTHUK, pacTyLwmi Ha bepery
pyyerika, 1 HaCTOPOXEHHO ornsaaerncs, uwa rnasamu Bpara.

Tpoe koToB 6exanu BHM3 NO py4bto NPSMO K TOMY MECTY, rae OH cuaen. Bnepeam Bcex Heccs
AasHun npuatenb OrHerpuea, OgHoyc. OrHerpMB HEMHOIO BOCMPSAHYN AyXOM, XOTS NpeKpacHo
NMOMHW, Kak 3nobHO cmoTpen Ha Hero OgHoyc Ha nocnegHem CoseTe. PAgom ¢ HAaCTaBHMKOM
ckakan maneHbkunn Kontouka. Oba oHn Tawmnm B 3yb6ax no Kporuky. 3aTo nosiBfieHne TPeTbero
BOMHa MrHOBEHHO paccTpouno Bce nnaHbl OrHerpuea. LecTtBue 3ambikan YepHoxsar,
3[OPOBEHHbIN Kpan4yaTbii KOTULLIE, KOTOPbIN KOrga-To He no3sonun CuHen 3Besae NponTth Yyepes
cBot0 Tepputoputo kK Beicokorn Ckane. OrHerpus 3Hars, YTO 3TOT BOMH HM 3@ YTO HEe pa3peLumnT
eMy NoroBopuTb co 3Be3aHbIM JTy4om.

OpaHako B 3TOT AeHb yaada — UM MuocTb 3BE34HOMO NfieMeHn — OGblfia Ha CTOpoHe
OrHerpuBa. Mact OXOTHMKOB Obinn 3aHATLI 4OObIYEN, NO3TOMY OHM HE MOMN Y4ysiTb 3anaxa
BPaXXeCKOro nasyTynka, XOTs MPOLUSM BCEro B HECKONbKUX XBOCTax OT Hero. Ho Ha atom
Be3eHWe He 3aKoH4YMnock. ManeHbkuii Kontoyka, KOTopbii eaBa BOMOYMIT 300POBEHHOMO



KpOJ1MKa, OCTaHOBWUIICA, 4yTOObI noynoGHee nepexsatntb CBOKO D,O6bl‘-|y, M OTCTas OT OCTallbHbIX.
OFHerVIB nocneLwnn BoCnosb3oBaTbCA 3TUM.
— Konouka! — HErpoOMKO OKJITUKHYIT OH. Opy>KeHoceu, NOKPYyTUN ronoBou u HaCTOPOXNI YLLKWN.

— # 3gecb, B nanopoTHUKe. Komntovka noBepHyYNcs U n3ymneHHo BbiTapallun rnasa, 3ameTus
OrHerpuBa, BbICyHYBLUETO rorioBy M3 nobypeBwmnx 3apocnen. OH yxe pasnHyn poT, 4Tobbl
3akpuyaTtb, HO OrHerpus 3Hakom MOMPOCKI ero He AenaTtb 3Toro.

— Cnywamn, Kontouka! — 6bicTpo ckaszan oH. — Ckaxun OgHoycy, YTO 5 30eCb, HO TOMbKO Tak,
4yTOObI YepHoxBaT He ycnbiwan, nagHo? — OpyxeHocel, NONSATUICS, Ha Nuue ero oTpasnnoch
cmsiTeHne, Ho OrHerpmB yBepeHHO [o6aBun: — MHe HY)XHO C HUM MOroBOpUTb. ATO OYEHb
BaXXHO 4518 060mMX HaLWKMX nnemMeH, NnoHan? Tbl AOMmKeH BepuUTb MHe, Kontodka. Buammo, ero
B3BOSTHOBAHHbIA TOH NOAENCTBOBAN Ha OpYy>XeHocLa, MOCKOMNbKY TOT NOMEANNUI eLle HEMHOrO W,
HaKoHeLl, KMBHYI.

— Xopouwo, OrHerpus. XKgu 3gechb.

lMoaxeaTuB CBOErO Kporuvka, Manbliw nobexan AoroHsTb BoMHOB. OrHerpums rmy6xe 3abuncs B
NanopoTHUK N CBEPHYIICS KNyOKOM, NPUrOTOBMBLUMCH XAaTb. Bpems TaHynocb My4nTenbHO
MeasieHHo. ToNbKo Korga CONHEYHbI CBET NOpOo30Ben, npeasellas onuakui 3akat, OrHerpme
yCnblLlan HakoHeL, LOpOoX NPUbnmxatoLwmnxcs Wwaros U TUXMI LWENOT:

— OrHerpus? 310 TbI? [Mawartan cpasy y3Han ronoc OgHoyca. OH OCTOPOXHO BbIMMAHYM U3
CBOETO0 YKPbITUSA 1 TYT Xe BbinpaMuUIics, y6eamBLUIMCE, YTO ApYr NpyLen OAWH.

— CnaBa 3Be3gHomMy nnemMeHmn! — BOCKINUKHYI OH. — A yxx gyman, Tbl HE npugeLlb!

— Tak MHe 1 criegosano noctynutb, — BypkHyn OaHoyc, okuHyB OrHerpusa nofo3puTerbHbIM
B3rMsi40M, B KOTOPOM He 6bino 1 cneaa 6uinoro apyxeniobus. — A HUKaK He Mor n3baBuTbCS
oT YepHoxsara. Ecnv oH y3HaeT, 4To Tbl 3[1eCb, OH NOPBET TebSA B KNOYbS, U Thl MPEKPACHO 3TO
3Haewb. — OH npubnuauncs k OrHerpusy. — M3-3a Teba 1 puckyto COBCTBEHHOM LLUKYpon! —
BOopununBo Aobasun oH. — Hagetock, 4eno Toro CTOuT.

— KnsaHycbk Tebe, ctont! Cnywan, OgHoyc. MHe Hy>XHO CPO4YHO NMOroBOPUTL CO 3BE3OHbIM
Jlyyom. 3T0 o4eHb BaxXHO, noBepb! — ymonstowie gobasmn

OrHerpwuB, B1as, 4to OgHoyc NpoAomkaeT Monya CMOTPETb eMy B rnasa.
Cepaue ero otcuMTano asa yaapa, U OH peLuuns, YTo ObIBLUMI ApYr cervyac NoBepHeTCs U YUaOeT,

a MOXET ObITb, Aake BpPOCUTCHA Ha HEro M NPOroHUT co ceoen 3emnn. Ho OgHoyc Bce xe
3arosopwn, n OrHerpus ¢ obnerdyeHmem nepesen ayx. [0noc BoMHa HEMHOro notennen,



BMOMMO, HacTonumBast npocbba OrHerpuea TpoHyna ero cepaue.

— YTo Tbl 3agyman? 3Be3gHbin Jlyd cnycTUT € MeHs LWKYypY, ecnin 8 6e3 yBaXuntenbHOW NpUYmHbI
npueegy B narepb (po3osoro BonHa!

— 41 He mory pacckasaTb Tebe, OgHoyc. [Nonmu, 1 AOMMKEH cKasdaTb 3TO TOSTIbKO CaMOMy
3se3gHomy Jly4y! MNoBepb MHe, 310 aAnga 6nara o6oux Hawmx nnemeH!

OpHoyc cHoBa 3akonebancs.
— JlagHo! — BblgaBun oH HakoHew. — A He caenan Obl 3Toro HU Ansa Koro apyroro, OrHerpums!

MoBepHyBLUMCb, OH B3MaxoM XBocTa npurnacun OrHerprea crieqosath 3a COGOM U HbIPHYI B
BEPECK.

OrHerpuB puHyrncs 3a HUM. Ha BeplunHe xonma OAHOYC OCTaHOBUIICSH U MOCMOTPEN BHU3, Ha
narepb nrnemexu BeTpa. l'ycTtas cTeHa yTecHMKa OKpy»Karna ManeHbKyt NonsiHy, NpoYepyYeHHyo
ANVHHBbIMY BevepHUMK TeHsiMu. Moka OrHerpus ¢ OgHOYCOM CMOTpenu Ha narepb, c3aau K HUM
He3aMeTHO NpUGNM3NIICs BEHEPHUIA NaTpynb nog NpeaBoauTenibcTBoM camoro KonyeHororo,
rnawarasi nnemeHu Betpa. OrHerpus noman ycTpeMneHHble Ha cebs B3rnsabl, B KOTOPbIX
NoGONbLITCTBO CMELLUMBANOCh C BpaXaebHOCTbH0.

— Mownn! — notoponun O,EI,HoyC. OHu HbIPHYIN B KOJTIOYNE KYCTbl YTECHUKA U OOJIIO
npoaunpanncb Yepes Hero, nNoka He No4YyBCTBOBAIIM Noa nanamMmm necH4aHyro 3eMIito NosAHbI.

BbibpaBLumch 13 y3koro nasa, OrHerpme yBuaen nepeg cobon nonsHy 1 3sesgHoro Jlyya,
nexasLuero Bo3ne Ky4m ceexartuHbl. MHOXeCTBO ApYrMx BOMHOB CrpyauIMCb BOKPYT HErO.
Mawatan KonyeHornn, nepsbiM 3aMeTMBLLMI FOCTH, YTO-TO TOPOMSIMBO LWenTas Ha yXo CBoeMy
npeaBoanTenNto.

3Be3aHbIN Jlyd HETOPONMBO NOAHSNCA U HAaNPaBUIICS K CTOSIBLLUMM Bo3ne kyctoB OgHoycy ¢
OrHerpuom. KonyeHoruii TyT e copBarncsi C MecTa, a crnegom 3a HUM MOTSIHYIIUCE U
ocTarnbHble BOMHbI, cpean koTopbix OrHerpme y3Han Kopsasoro, uenutensa nnemenn Betpa, n
YepHoxBaTa, 3N06GHO CKanmBLLEro OCTpble 3y0bl.

— B yem geno, OgHoyc? — cnokonHo n 6ecctpacTtHo cnpocun 3Be3gHbin Jlyd. — 3auem Tbl
npusen ctoga OrHerpusa?

— OH ckasan, 4To Xo4eT noroBopuTb C TObOON, — notynunca MOJ040M BOVH.

— 370 eLle He NoBog nyckaTb ero B Haw narepb! — 3aBuaxan YepHoxsat. — OH Hall Bpar, OH
N3 BPaXXeCKOro NrieMeHu, OH...



Bamaxom xBocTa 3Be3gHbi Jlyy Benen emy 3amonyaTb U NPUCTaribHO NOCMOTPEN Ha
OrHerpuea:

— 4 3gecb, — NpocTo ckasan oH. — ['oBopu. OrHerpuB CMyLLIEHHO Ornsigencs. Y3HaB O BU3UTeE
BpaXeckoro BOMHa, YyTb NI HE BECb Narepb BbIChINan Ha NONaHy U Crpyauncs BOKpYyr CBOEro
npegsoauTens, 60scbk NPONYCTUTb YTO-HNBYOb NHTEPECHOE.

— To, 4TO 51 XO4y ckasaTb, He NpefgHa3Ha4YeHo AN yLen BCcero NnemMmeHn, — TBepAo cKasar OH.

OH roToB 6blIf1 NOKMASAACTBCA, YTO YCnbIwan TUX0e pbl4aHue, BbipBaBLLEECH 13 ropria 3Be3gHOro
Jlyua, HO npenBoanTenb ObICTPO B3N ceba B nanbl U KMBHYN: — Xopowo. NoroBopum B Moen
newepe. KonueHorun, nongews ¢ Hamu. U 1ol Toxe, OgHoyc!

C 3TMMKM crioBaMu OH NOBEPHYICS U HanpaBWUICs K ckare, BO3BbILLABLUENCS Ha AanbHEM Kpato
nonsaHbl. O6a BoMHa Mon4ya BcTanu no 6okam OrHerpusBa 1 NOBENu ero crneaom 3a CBoUM
npeaBoanTenem.

Mewepa 3Be3gHoro Jlyya npsitanack nog BbICTYNOM CKanbl U BbIXOAUIIA HA NPOTUBOMOSTOXHYHO
CTOPOHY nonsHbl. Bonas BHYTpb, 3Be3aHbIN JTyd onycTuUnca Ha NOACTUNKY U3 Bepecka U
obpatuncsa k OrHerpmsy:

— loBopw.

OrHerpuvB NoYTUTENBLHO CKIOHUI ronoBy. B newepe uapun nonympak, no3ToMy OH ckopee
yragbiBan, YeM pasnuyan cunyaTbl AByX BOMHOB, CTOPOXMBLLMX CBOEro npeasoanTens. Kaxabii
BOMocok wepcTtu OrHerpvea gpoXan OT CKOMUBLLErocs MO CKarion HanpsiKeHus, emy
Ka3anocb, YTo GbIBLUME APY3bs XKAYT ManemnLwero nosoaa, 4tobsl HabpocuTbest Ha Hero. Bo
BpPEMSsI NMyTeLecTBUs Yepesd nycTolwb OrHerpye TLLaTenbHO Npoaymarn CBOK peyb, HO Tenepb
BOPYT BrepBble YCOMHUIICS B TOM, YTO cyMeeT y6eamntb 3Be3gHoro Jlyya B Heo6xoammocTu
neperoBopoB.

— Tbl 3HaeLwb, CuHIoo 3Be30Y O4EHb TPEBOXUT UCYE3HOBEHUE ANYN, — HEYBEPEHHO Havarn OH,
N TYT XKe yBMAEN, KaK LWepCTb Ha 3arpuvBke npeaBoauTenst Bctana ablbom OT rHeea.

— MNnema BeTpa He BopoBano Anyb y po3oBbIx kOTOB! — npolmnnen 3se3aHbIn Jlyu.

— Mbl TOXe He pa3 Haxoaunu pactep3aHHble ocTaHku! — noaxsatun KonveHoruid, Bbiberas
BNepesa 1 yrpoxatole npnbnuxas ceoto mopay k camomMy Hocy OrHerpusa. — Yem Tbl
[AoKaxellb, YTo [Po30BoOe NrnemMs He BopyeT Hawly Ao6bidy?! OrHerpus 3actaBun cebsi He
OTBOAUTL rnas.

— HukTO HMYero He BopoBar, — OTBETUN OH. — S yBEPEH, YTO 3TO BOOOGLLIE HE KoLLaybMX nan
Aeno.



— Ybux xe Torga? — Herpomko nogan ronoc OgHoyc.

— A gymato, B necy nocenunack 6pogsayasn cobaka. Mbl oGHapyXunu ee 3anax 1 BUOENM
NnoMer.

— Cobaka? — nostopun OgHOyC 1 3aayMYMBO Cy3un rnasa. — Tbl XO4eLlb cka3aTb, OHa
cbexana ot cBonx [1ByHOrmx?

— 1 B 3TOM yBepeH.

— OT0 BO3MOXHO, — NPOTAHYN 3Be3gHbin Jlyd, u OrHerpume ¢ obnerdyeHnem 3aMeTun, Kak
onycTunacb ero B3abloneHHas wepctb. — Mbl TOXe C HeAaBHErO BPEMEHN BCTpeYaeM y cebs
cobauunnm 3anax, HO paHbLUe cobakm Bcerga NpUXoaunm Toneko ¢ [ByHornmmn, — npobopmotan
OH 1 pobasun, yxe 6onee yBepeHHo: — CKopee BCero, KpornmkoB BOpPyeT MMeHHO cobaka! A
NpuKaxy naTpyrnbHbIM CMOTPETL B 0bal

— Ho TbI ABUNCA ctoga He Ans Toro, 4Tobbl paccka3aTtb Ham 0 cobake! — He yHUMarncs
KonyeHorun. — Yto bl 3agyman, OrHerpus?

OrHerpuB rny6oko B3goxHyn. OH He cobupancsa npegasaTtb CuHioto 3Be3ay, coobuiasa coceaam
O CMfaHMPOBaHHOM MPOTUB HMX HanageHUW, HO XOTeN 3aBepUTb UX B TOM, YTO NepPeroBopbl
npenBoanTenen NO3BoNAT n3dexatb rpsayLmMxX CTONKHOBEHUN.

— MHe He yganocbk y6eautb CuHiolo 3Be3gy B TOM, YTO B Necy xo3snHu4aeT cobaka. Hawa
npeaBoanTenbHULEA YBEpeHa BO BpaxaebHbIX HamepeHusx nrnemenu Betpa, n, ecrniv HU4ero He
NPeanPUHSITL, N0 MOXET KOHYNTLCA BOMHON! — YKIMOHYMBO Ha4an oOH, Xarnesi 0 TOM, YTO He
MOXET cKa3aTb UM, HacKorbko 6rnm3ka ata BonHa. — W Torga MHorme KoTbl ByayT paHeHbl —
MOXeT 6bITb, Aaxe ybuTbl! — NpocTo Tak, HK 3a YTo!

— A A TyT npn 4em? — Gpro3rnmBo cnpocun 3ese3gHbiv Jlyd. — TakoBa Bonga TBOew
npegsoauTenbHuubl, OrHerpus. Hac a1o He kacaetcs. NpeogoneBas cTtpax, OrHerpus caenan
HECKOSbKO LLIAXXKOB eMYy HaBCTpeYy.

— A npuwen npocutb T€bst BCTpeTUThCS ¢ CuHen 3Be3gon. Ecnu Bbl 06cyauTe BCce CnopHbie
BOMNPOCHI C rMasy Ha rnas, 3To NOMoXeT nsbexartb 6eCCMbICIIEHHOrO KPOBONPONUTUS!

— CuHaAsa 3Be3ga xo4veT BCTpeun? — HegoBepumnso nepecnpocun KondeHornn. — Korga mbl
BMAENUCb B NOCNEAHUIN pas, OHa Bena cebs Tak, CNOBHO XOTena neperpbi3Te Ham rnoTku!

— Boobuie-To, 310 He ee uaes, — npusHancsa OrHerpue. — 370 nNpuayman . Tpy napbl rnas B
HeJOYMeHUM yCTaBuUnuCh Ha Hero. OQHOYC NepBbIM BhiLLEN M3 OLEeneHeHns 1 npoLuenTan:



— Tbl X04eLlb cKasaTb, YTO AEMCTBYELUb 3a CNUHOW CBOEWN NpeaBoaUTeNbHNULbI?!

— A pencTByto paam Gnara o6omx Halwmx nnemeH, — ynpsimo oteeturn OrHerpuB. OH Gbin roToB
K TOMY, YTO €ro cenyac e BbILUBbIPHYT BOH U3 Nnarepsi, Ho 3Be3aHbIv Jlyd nuwb 3agyMyrBo
NOCMOTPEN Ha HEro M NPOTSAHYI:

— A Toxxe npeagnoyen 6ol NeperoBopbl BOMHE, HO Kak UX ycTpouTb? [ogyman cam, 3axo4eT nu
CuHsaga 3Bes3ga BcTpedaTbCcs CO MHOW, Korda y3HaeT, yTo Thl, 6€3 ee Begoma, npuxogun coga?
— cnpocun oH 1 gobaeun, He Aoxmnaasicb otBeTa: — S Mor Gbl NOCNaTh rOHUA U OT CBOETO
nmeHn npurnacutb CuHio 3Be3ay K YeTbipem [lepeBbsiM, HO CMOXeELLb NN Tbl FAPaHTUPOBATb
6e30nacHOCTb MOEro NocnaHHKa Ha TeppuTopumn Po3oBbIX KOTOB? OrHerpue npomMonyan — u
BCe pacLieHUM ero MonyaHue Kak OTBeT.

— MHe o4eHb xanb, OrHerpme, — B340XHYN 3Be3gHbIN Jlyd. — A He Mory pMckoBaTh XXU3HbHO
cBoux BoMHOB. Ecnn CuHasa 3Besga noxenaeT BeCTU NeperoBopbl, OHa 3HAET, rae MeHs HanTu.
OgHoyc! MNposoan OrHerpmBa k Yetbipem [epeBbsim.

— Mopoxamn! — BocknmkHyn OrHerpus. BrnecTsasn MbiCnb NPOMENbKHYNa y Hero B ronose,
BO3MOXHO, caMo 3Be3fjHOe NeMsi NoAckasarno emy pelleHne. — A 3Hato, 4to genatb! Masa
3Be3gHoro Jlyya cBepkHynu B Cympake neLlepsbi.

— Y10 *e?

— Bbl 3HaeTe lNopenoro? 3T1o KOT-04MHOYKA, OH XXMBET Ha hepme Ha Kpato Ballen Tepputopum,
Bo3ne camou Beicokon Ckanbl?

— A ero 3Har! — 3akmBan OgHoyc. — Henmnoxom KoT, XOTb U He BOMH. A Npu YeMm TyT OH?
OrHerpuB pagoCTHO noBepHyrnca k OgHoycy.

— OH mMoxeT oTHecTn Bawle nocnaHue CuHen 3eesge! Korga-to CuHaa 3esesga nogapuna emy
npaBso 6ecnpensTCTBEHHOrO Npoxoda no Tepputopun Mpososoro nriemeHu! Bol ke 3HaeTe,
lopenbiv paHblue cam Obin Po30BbIM KOTOM. 3Be34HbIN JTy4 pe3Ko BbINPAMUIICS HA CBOEN

BEpPEeCKOBOM MNOACTUSIKE.

— 3710 MbIcnb! YTO ckaxelwb, KonyeHornn? Bmecto otBeTa rmawaran niwb ogobputensHO
3akuBan.

— Torpa ngu ckopee! — 6pocunca OrHerpms k OgHoycy. TonNbKo TeNepb OH NOHSAM, KaK Mano
BPEMEHU OCTaNoChb y HUX B pacnopsbkeHun. — Vgu npamo cenvac! Ckaxu emy, nyCcTb NONpocuT

CuHioto 3Be3fy Ha paccBeTe BCTPeTUTbCH co 3Be3aHbIM Jlydom Boane YeTblpex [epesbes.

[o HasHa4yeHHoro CuHen 3Be3non BbICTYNJNEeHNA oCTaBalioCb COBCEM HEMHOIO BpEMEHU, N



OrHerpuB o4eHb 6osancs, 4to OgHoyc He ycneeT pasbickaTb [openoro Tak, 4Tobbl TOT BOBpeMs
nepegan nocnaHne CuHen 3ee3ge. Tonbko 6bl 3Be3gHoe nrems nomorno OgHoycy BbICTpo
HanTW KOTa-OaANHOYKY!

OpHoyC NOKOCUIICS Ha CBOEro NpeABoAMTENs U1, Koraa TOT YTBEPAUTENbHO KMBHYI, BbicTpee
MOIMHWM BbINIETEN U3 NanaTtkv U pacTass B TeMHoTe. 3Be3aHbIN Jyd, NpuLLypUBLLKCD,
nocmotpen Ha OrHerpuBea.

— CpaeTtcsa MHe, Tbl pacckasan Janeko He Bce? — YCMEXHYICS OH, HO He cTarn AoMbITbiBaTbCS.
— Tebe nopa! KonyeHornin, npoBogmM HaLlero rocTsi.

Ha pacceete a npugy k Yetoipem [epeBbsam, OrHerpms. Ho 310 BCe, 4TO 51 Mory caenatb. Ecnun
CuHaqa 3Be3ga AeNcTBUTENBHO XOYET MUpa, NyCTb NPUXOOUT.

— Y YeTblpex [epeBbeB, Ha paccBeTe! — CKOporoBopkoi nosTopun OrHerpus 1 BbICKOYMI U3
nanaTku, CONpPoBOXAAEMbIN NPUXPaMbIBAOLLMM [rallaTaem.

He uys nog cobown nan, OrHerpus gobexan o Yetbipex [lepeBbeB 1 BEPHYIICS Ha CBOIO
Tepputoputo. OH HMYero He en co B4yepawHero CoBeTa, NO3TOMY XMBOT Yy HErO CBOAWIO OT
ronoga, n gaxe nanbl Ha4any NOAKaLMBaTLCA, Tak YTO NPULLIOCH CAeNnaTb OCTAHOBKY U
MOOXOTUTBLCS.

3aTauBLuMCh BO3ne pyybsi, OrHerpmMBe BCKOpE yCrbilwarn B NPUOPEXHbIX KaMblLax LLOPOX
nonesku. Kpyrom 6bir10 COBCEM TEMHO, MO3TOMY MPUXOAMUIIOCE UCKaTb A0ObIYY MO 3anaxy.
OrHerpuvB CKNoOHUN rofioBy Ha 6ok, NoMeanun, NPUOTKPbLIB POT, U BAPYT CTPEMUTENBHO MPbIrHYI.
YOoapom Korten OH NPUKOHYMIT MbILLKY U NPSIMO HA MeCTe XaAHOo pacTep3ar, YyBCTBYsI, Kak C
KaXkabIM MIOTKOM K HEMY BO3BpaLLatoTCs CUIbI.

MpnGaeuB Lwary, oH NoHeccs B narepb. Koraa oH cGeran no CkrnoHy xonma, u3-3a BepxyLuek
AepeBbEB BblkaTuUnachk fyHa, u OrHerpuB TyT e BCnomHur, 4to CuHss 3Be3aa Benena emy Ao
paccBeTa oTobpaTb Nyywmnx BoMHoB. Ho Tenepb Byayluee yxe He Tak CTpalumno ero. 3Be3aHbli
INyy cornacuncs Ha NeperoBopkbl, a 3HAYUT, NosIBUNAch Hagexaa NPeaoTBpaTuTb BOMHY.

OrHerpuB 6bIN yXxe BO3re caMoro BXxoAa B narepb, Korga KTo-TO OKIIMKHYM €ro N0 UMEHM.
MoBepHyB ronosy, oH yBuaen bypaHa, koTopbiin Ben 3a cobon Bo3BpaLLaoLwMnca naTpynb.
MpucmoTpesLmnch, OrHerpme pasrmsagen BecHsHky, benbiwa n benocHexky.

— Bce cnokonHo? — cnpocun OrHerpus, noaxods k Bypany.

— Tuwe abixaHusa cnsawero kKoteHka!l — oTo3Bancsa 6enocHeXHbIM BouH. — Hukakux cnenos
cobakn. Moxet 6biTb, [IByHOrMe yxXe Hawnm n 3abpanu ee?

— 3710 6bINO Obl OTNNYHO! — KMBHYI OFHerVIB N TYT XKe, HeOXXN4daHHO AnA caMoro cebs,



peLuunn pacckasaTtb bypaHy 0 cBoem cerogHsiluHeM nyTeLecTBMmn. [JOrmKeH e XOTb KTO-HMOyab
pasgennTb ero Hagexay Ha npeaoTepalleHne BoviHbl! — BypaH, s xovy noroBoputb ¢ Tobon. Y
Tebs HanpeTcsa Bpema?

— Pasymeetcs! Tel He obuaunwbea, ecnu s 6yay ecTb U cnywarb?

OrHerpuB paspeLunn opyxeHocuam BblopaTb cebe eay, 1, NoaneTes K Kyye, OHM TYT e 3aTesnu
LUIYTAMBYIO NOTACOBKY M3-3a COYHOWN COPOKU. BenocHexka monya B3sna cebe nonesky v oTowuna
K nanaTtke BOMHOB, a bypaH, BbiTawm 6enky, OTHEC ee B YKPOMHOE MECTEYKO, BO3Ie MOSOAbIX
KpanuBHbIX 3apocnen.

OrHerpuB nocnegosan 3a HUM.
— Cnywan, bypaH. CerogHs yTpoM MeHs BbidBana CuHas 3eesaa. ..

MoHU3MB ronoc, oH ObICTPO Nepeckasan 6enoCHeXXHOMY BOMHY BCE CODbITUS CEeroaHsILLHEro AHS
— HayuHasg oT 6e3ymHoro Hamepenusa CuHen 3Be3gbl HanacTb Ha paccBEeTE Ha Nnarepb NeMeHM
BeTpa n KoH4Yasi CBOMM peLLeHneM opraHM3oBaThb BCTpeYy ABYX NpeaBoaunTenen Boane Yetbipex
[epeBbeB.

— YTo Thbl ckazan? — oTwarHyncsa bypaH. — Tel xogun B nnems Betpa?! OanH? N pnaxe He
pacckasan HUKOMY U3 Hac? — erne ChblWHO A406aBun OH, COKPYLUEHHO Kayas ronoBOM.

— A 4TO ellle MHe ocTaBanoch Aenatb? — MIHOBEHHO oLeTuHuncs OrHerpums.

— Tbl MOr 6bl MOCOBETOBATLCSA CO MHOWN, — CepauTo psaBKHYN bBypaH. — Mnu ¢ nobbim gpyrnm
BomHom! Mbl nomornu 6bl Tebe HanTu BbIxoa U3 co3aaBLuerocs nonoxeHus! Kak Tel Mor tak
noctynutb, OrHerpue? Heyxenu Tbl 6onbLUe HE AOBepsielb CBOMM TOBapuLiam? 9Toro
OrHerpuB Hukak He oxungan. Crnoea bypaHa paHunu ero B camoe cepgue.

— MNpoctn menq, BypaH, — npowentan OrHerpus, HU3KO onyckas ronoBy. OH NPUHAN peLleHne
B OQMHOYKY, NOTOMY YTO HEe XOTen 3acTaBnsATb BOMHOB ocnapuBaTb NpuUKa3s CBOeW
npenBoanTenbHULbI, a Tenepb bypaH Byget agymaTtb, 4TO rnawaTan He oBepseT CO6CTBEHHOMY
nrnemeHun! Bcemy BUHOW BOMHCKUIA 3aKOH!

BypaH Harpagun ero Takum B3rfsi4oOM, OT KOTOPOro Morna Obl BCMbIXHYTb Aa)Xe MOKpasi NUCTBa.

— [Oymato, Mbl AOMXHbI 06CYyaUTb 3TO C OCTanbHbIMM BOMHaMUW, — cKasan OH, HakoHel,. — Ecnn
CuHaga 3Bes3ga He noxenaeT NpUATU Ha BCTPeYy, HaM NPUAETCS roTOBUTLCA K aTake. H rotos
MOKMACTLCA pacCBETHbIMY NaTpynsaMu, 4To 3Be3aHbin Jlyd o yeM-To goragancs. A Tenepb
npencrtasb, 4TO Oyaet, ecnu Cunas 3Besaa npuaet Ha BCTpedy 6e3 oxpaHbl? [Ja oHu e Hac B
Kroyb4 nopsyT!



OrHerpuB noxonogern. bypaH 6bin npaB! Yke no ToM HaCTONYMBOCTU, C KOTOPOW OH TOPOMUIT
OpHoyca oTnpaBnsaTbCca Ha noucku Mopenoro, 3eBe3aHbin Jlyy Mor goragaTtbes, 4To 6UTBa He 3a
ropamu! BeixoguT, 4To, Nonarasicb Ha GnaropoacTBo coceen, OH TeM cCaMbliM NOACTaBMI NoA
yaap cobcTBeHHoe nnemsi!

— A gaxe He nogyman o6 atom, bypaH!

— £ nocTaenio opyXeHoCLEB OXpaHATb narepb! — nepebun ero bypaH. — Cobupali BOMHOB,
OrHerpus.

OrHerpuB Gpocurncst Yepes NonsiHy K BOMHCKOW nanaTke. K cyacTbto, novtn Bce 6binv B c6ope n
roToBUNMCh Ko cHy. OrHerpus 4oTpoHyncs nanon go NecyaHon bypu, 1 Ta COHHO 3axnonana
rnasamu:

— B uem geno?

— lMoagHuman octanbHbIX, Npowwy Tebsa, — 6bicTpo ckasan OrHerpmB. — Mbl ¢ BypaHom XoTuM
coobLWNTL BaM 4YTO-TO oveHb BaxkHoe! NMecyaHasa byps Bckouuna co CBOero mecra u
HeZI0BOMNbHO 3aBopyana:

— YT0 3Ha4UT, «4TO-TO BaxkHoe»?! UTo 3a gena Takne cpeamn Houn?

OrHerpuB, He oTBeYas, BbINeTen U3 nanaTku U oTAPaBuCca Ha MOUCKN OCTaBLUMXCH BOMHOB.
Byporo oH Halen B AeTCKOW, KyAa HoHbIM BOMH 3allen npoBedatb Kopones, a KNCTouky
BCTPETWN Yy BXOAa B farepb — OHa BO3BpaLlanacb U3 HOYHOrO naTpyrns ¢ NOfHOM NacTbio
cBexatuHbl. OrHerpus nogymarn, He no3eatb N Nenenvuy, HO BCOMHWI, Kak pe3Ko OHa
HanomHura emy o BepHocTu CuHen 3Be3ae BO BpeMsi UX MOCNegHero pasroBopa, 1 peLumn
obonTtuce 6e3 uenutenoHUubl. OH 1 Tak CAULLIKOM XOPOLLO NPeACTaBrisas, YTO OHa CKaXeT, koraa
Y3HaET, YTO rnawlatam nowen NPoTuB BONU NPeaBOAUTENbHULLI M JOBEPUICS YyXKakaM 13
nnemeHun Betpal

Korga OrHerpuB cCHOBa BEPHYNCS B NanaTtky BOMHOB, BCe KOTbI yxe bbinn B cbope. Pa3aBuHys
BETBMW, BHYTpb 3abpancs bypaH u cen Bo3ne OrHerpuvea.

— Y710 ewe cTpacnocb? — BOPYNMBO cnpocun YacTokon, BbITpAXMBasS U3 yxa 3acTpsiBLLUMIA MOX.
— OnaTb YTO-HUOYAbL Nnoxoe?

Y OrHerpuBa faxe >XUBOT CKPYTWUIO MPU MbICIIN O TOM, YTO CKaXKyT TOBapULLK, Koraa y3HatoT,
4yTO Hagenan ux rnawaran. OH 3amsincs, Ho BypaH cypoBO KMBHYI ronoBow, NpukasbiBas
roOBOPUTb.

HabpaB B nerkue nobonbLue Bo3ayxa, OrHerpmB Hadan ceon pacckas. Ero cnywanu B
oueneHeHnn. Bo TbMe neLlepbl Npu3payHo cBEpKanu CypoBble KOLayvbk rnasa, u B KaxaoM



B3ope OrHerpve BUAEnN oTpaKeHne XOroAHOro fMYHHOro CBeTa, NpocavyMBaBLLErocsi CKBO3b
BeTBU KycTa. CunbHee BCero Xer ero ornenHo-3eneHbin B3rngag lNecyaHon Bypu, ceepHyBLUeca
mMexay AanbHux Beteen, Ho OrHerpmB Tak 1 He CMOr 3acTaBuUTb ceba NOCMOTPETL B nasa
nogpyre. OH BCce AyLWON Haaesancs, YTo BOUHbI NONMYT M NPOCTAT ero — BefAb BCe, YTO OH
caenan, oH caenan pagu npegoTepalleHms 6eccmbicneHHon 6utebl! Heyxenu oHn He noBepAaT
B TO, YTO OH He npeaasar HU UX, HX CBOKO NpeaBoanTenbHULY?!

— 3Be3gHbIn Jlyy cornacunca BcTpetuTtbesa ¢ CuHen 3sesgon y Yetbipex [epeBbeB, —
3aKOH4UI OH CBOM paccka3d. — Ckopo ctoaa npuaet fopenbii 1 nepegacTt npeaBoauTenbHuLE
npurnaweHue o BCTpeye.

OH 3amonuan, oxmngas BCMbILKN HEFO4OBaHUS U rpaga ynpekos, HO B nanartke uapuna TullnHa.
Cy,EI,FI Nno n3ymMIneHHbIM B3rmagam, KOTopbiMuU 0OMeHMBannCchb KOTbI, OHK NPOCTO HE 3HaJ1N, 4YTO
CKasaTb.

— YT0 ckaxelb Tbl, BypaH? — nepeon HapyLwuna monyaHue Kucrtouka. — Tbl cornaceH ¢ Tem,
yTo caenan OrHerpus?

OrHerpuB 3amep, NpuUcTanbHO pasrnaabiBas cBou nanbl. Cenvac OH Kak HUKOrAa Hyxgancs B
noaaepkke myaporo 6enoro BovHa, Nonb30BaBLLErOCs HeMpepekaemMbiM aBTOPUTETOM B
nnemMeHun, HoO YyBCTBOBAs, YTo BypaH He oooGpsieT ero NocTynka.

— YecTHO cKkaxy, MHe 3TO He No AyLle, — CO CBOeW 0ObIYHOM CMOKOWHOM YBEPEHHOCTbIO CKasarn
BypaH. — OpgHako s npuaHato, 4To OrHerpuB nNpae B CBOEM XernaHuM NPeaoTBpaTUTb BOVHY C
nnemeHem BeTpa. A Toxe He Bepto B TO, YTO OHM BOpPOBanu Hawy auyb. Bcemy BMHON
Opopgsiuasa cobaka, 1 cam obHapyxui ee 3anax u 3Hato, 0 YeM FOBOPIO.

— A ToxXe ydydana ee Bo3ne Harpetbix KamHen! — noaresepguna Kuctouka.

— W y Yetbipex OepeBbeB! — noaxsatun bypeln. — lNnemsa BeTpa TyT HU npu yem!

— Ho 3TO He 3HauuT, YTO Mbl JOSMKHbI NIECTM 3aroBopbl 3a cnnHon y CuHen 3ee3abl! —
BCckpunyana NecyaHas byps, n Bnepsble 3a Bce BpeMd pasroBopa OrHerpue ocMernuncs
NOCMOTPETb B €€ BO3MYLUEHHbIE 3ereHble rnasa. — Tbl He MMen npasa NpMHUMaTh pelleHne B

OAOMHOYKY, aXe He MOCOBETOBAaBLUUCH C Hamun!

OrHerpuvB B34pOrHysn, crnoBHo ot yaapa. OH He oxugan, 4to MNecyaHasa Bypsa Gyaet nepson, KTo
Opocut emy o6BMHEHME.

— MpocTtute MeHsi, — npobopmoTan oH. — Tenepb st NOHNMAal0, YTO He AOMKEH Obin
[AeNCTBOBaTb TalNkoM.

— Yero ewe MOXHO ObIno oXnpaTb OT AOMAaLUHEro KOTULIKN? — XMbIKHYI YacTokon. — ,El,a Thbl



XOTb MOHUMAaELLb, YTO TaKOe BOUHCKUI 3aKOH?!

— lMNpekpacHo noHumato! — orpbi3Hyrca OrHerpms. — A BepeH CBOEMY MremMeHun, noaTomy n
XoTen n3bexaTb HeHy>kHoln 6uTBbl! U 5 He meHbLle apyrux 4Ty 3BesgHoe nnems! A He Bepio,
4YTO OHO 040BpPSAET HOYHOE HanageHne Ha HEBUHOBHbIX!

YacTokon HacMeLwnmMBo noLwueBenun ywamu, Ho npomondan. OrHerpus o6sen rnasamu
cobpaBLUMXCH B Hagexae HanTu nogaepxky n noHmmanme. Korga CuHsa 3sesga notepsier
CBOO MOCEAHIOK XXN3Hb M NPUCOEANHUTCA K 3BE3QHOMY NNEMEHN, eMy NPUAETCS 3aHATb ee
MEeCTO 1 BO3rnaBuTb po3oBoe nnems. Ho OH HMKOrga He CMOXET CTaTb HaCTOSILLMM
npeaBoanNTENEeM, ECIM HE CYMEET 3acCNy>XMTb AOBEPUE U YBaXKEHNE CBOUX BOVMHOB.

— [MocTapantecb MeHA NOHATL! — ropsivo 3aroBopun oH. — nemsa BeTpa He caenano Ham
Hu4ero nnioxoro! Y Hac ¢ Bamu n 6e3 atom 6eccmbicrieHHon 6uTBbI NonHo aen! HyxHo
3aKOHYMTb BOCCTAHOBMEHME Nnareps, HYXKHO YCUNUTb NaTpynu, HY>XHO OXOTUTLCA U A00bIBaTb
nuwwy! Kak mbl cmoxxeM Habpatbcsi cun nepeq cesoHom Monbix [lepeBbeB, €Criv NOHECEM
noTepu paHeHHbIMK Unu gaxe yontoimm?!

— OH npaBunbHO roBopuT! — BAPYr ckasana YepHobypka, 1 Bce OPY>KHO NOBEPHYINCH K
ObiBLIEN KOponeBe. — Hawmm getkam — Moum 1 BenocHeXKnHbIM — NPeaCcTOUT NPUHATL
yyacTtue B 6utBe! 3a 4To, CKaXXnte Ha MUINOCTb, OHM ByayT CEeroaHs pUckoBaTb CBOUMM
XKU3HAMN?!

BenocHexka ropsa4o 3akvBana, Ho ocTarbHble BOMHbI MPOAOSMKanu nepeLwenTbiBaTbCs, C
COMHeHueM nornsabiBasi Ha OrHerpmBa. Heckonbko pa3 oH NoBun Ha cebe pacTepsiHHbIN
B3rnsg MNMecyaHon bypu. OrHerpme npekpacHoO NoOHUMar, Kak OHa CTpadaeT, pa3pbiBasiCb Mexay
npegaHHocTbio CrHelt 3Be3ne U To HOBOW BrM30CThI0, YTO C HEAABHUX NOP CBsi3ana ee C
rnawaraeM. bonblue Bcero Ha cBeTe eMy XOTENOCb Cenyac YTKHYTbCsl HOCOM el B BOK n
no3abbITb 060 BCEM, paCTBOPMBLUMNCH B CraKOM TeNse ee CBETNO-pbhken wepctu. Ho oH 3Han,
YTO JOSMKEH BbICTOATb U MY)XXECTBEHHO MPUHATL NPUroBOP COMNIIEMEHHUKOB.

— W 4ero Tbl OT HAC xo4eLb? — CNpoCcui, HakoHeL, [1oNroxeocT.

— £ xouy, 4TO6bl HECKOMBKO BOMHOB Obinv roToBbl conpoBoxaaTb CuHo 3Be3ay K YeTbipem
HepeBbsim, — obbsAcHUN OrHerpmB. — Ecnu lMNopenbii Bce-Takm He npuaeT unn CuHssa 3Besana
OTKaXXeTCs OT MeperoBopoB, Hac xaet butea. CuHaa 3Besaa pelumna nM4HO Bo3rnaesnTb ee. U
€Cnun 3TO NPOM3ONAET... — roONI0C ero CopBasiCs, OH CyaOPOXXHO NPOrAOTUIT KOM B roprie u
NPOAOIKUIT; —

Ecnu ato nponsonget, oymato, Mbl He AOSMKHbI cpaxaTtbca!

MepTBas TuLIMHA nNoBuMcna B nanaTtke. Bce rmasa yctpemunuce Ha OrHerpuBa.



— Tbl npu3biBaeLwb Hac ocnywarbca CuHioo 3Be3ny?! — kpukHyna NecyaHas byps. — Obim,
ckaxu OrHerpmsy, 4TO 3TO NonHas YyLub!

AbiM yameneHHo nowesenun ywamu. OrHerpuB NnpekpacHo 3Har, YTo HenpUsi3Hb, KOTOPYHO
OypbIi BOMH UcnbITbiBan k OrHerpusy, BO MHOMMM 0bBbsicHsiNack TeM, YTto MecyaHasn Byps ¢
KaKkux-TO Nop npearoyna rrnawartasi opyry cBoero AeTcTBa.

OrHerpuB Hanpsircsi, oxxuaas Hanagok, Ho [1biM HepeLuUTeNbHO BblaaBuI:

— 41 He 3Hato, NecuaHas Bypsi. OrHerpme npae — TpyaHO Npuaymatb 6onee HeygavyHoOro
BpeMeHU A5 BOMHbI. KpoMe Toro, HUKTO 13 Hac He BEPUT B BUHOBHOCTbL nnemenn Betpa. Ecnn
CuHsaa 3Be3ga ogHa npuHana Takoe pelueHne, YTo xe... — OH pe3ko 3amonyan 1 CMYLLEHHO
nockpeb nanamu no 3emrie.

— Mbl Bce npekpacHo noHnmaeM, nodemy CuHaa 3Besga BosHeHaBuaena nnemsa Betpa, —
ropsivo 3arosopun OrHerpus, Xenas 3awmTuTb CBOK nNpeasoanTensHuLy. — OHKM He NycTunm
ee k Boicokon Ckane! Kpome Toro, Hukoraa npexae B necy He 6oiBano 6poasunx cobak! Ho y
Hac HeT HMKaKnX JoKasaTenbCTB TOro, YTo nnems BeTpa BopyeT KpOnukoB, 3aTO eCTb Kyda
AokasaTenbcTB cobadbero pasbos!

— Ho kak Tbl npeanaraelb nsbexarb 6UTBbI? — cnpocuna Knctouka. — He moxeM xe Mbl
noBepHyTbCA 1 nobexaTb B narepb, korga CuHss 3Be3ga noBedeT Hac B aTaky!

— Her, koHe4Ho! — nomoTan ronoeon OrHerpus. — MHe nokasanoch, 4To 3Be3aHbln Jlyd xoueT
pewnTb geno mmpom. Ecnn Ham noBeseT, oH NpUAET K YeTbipem [epeBbsiM B CONPOBOXAEHUN
OLHOro-ABYyX BOMHOB, TaK YTO NEPEroBOPbl HE NPEBPATATCS B ApaKky.

— Tbl 04eHb Hac yTewmnn! — dbipkHyna Knctouka. — A ecnn 3Be3aHbin Jlyy okaxeTcst He
rnynee Tebs n npueget ¢ cobown uenbin otpaa?! Toraa mMbl Bce CTaHEM Naganbio, TOMbKO U
Bcero! OrHerpmB HeBONbHO pacTepsancs — Knuctoyka noyTy Crnoso B CNOBO NOBTOpMNa
HegaBHWe onaceHus bypaHa. Heyxenu oH owmnbes, aosepsas 3sesgHomy Jlyuy?

— Bbl kak xoTUTe, a 9 HUKyaa He nonay! — rpomko 3aasun JonroxesocT. — lNnems Betpa
NMOPBET HAC B KJO4bsl, 3TUM BCE U KOHUMTCA! A Bam He Kakon-HMOyAOb MbILLErONoBbIA AYPEHD,
ACHO? Cuagawmi pagom biM ¢ npespeHneM NOKOCUICS Ha Hero.

— AcHo. Tel He AypeHb, Tbl NPOCTO Tpyc!

— Bpewwb! — 06mkeHHO B3BM3rHyn [onroxsocT. — A BepeH po3oBomy nnemeHu!

— Kak ckaxewwsb, Jonroxsoct! — ycnokoun ero OrHerpmB. — BoBce He o6s13aTenbHO MATK

Bcem! OcTaBalics, bygellb OXpaHsTb flarepb. ATO KacaeTcs U BCeX ocTarbHbIX, — 400aBuUI OH.
— Bce, k10 He xo4eT conpoBoxaatb CuHIol0 3Be3ay, MOryT OCTaTbCS.



OH 3amonyan n BonpocuTenbHO 06Ber rnasamm BCTPEBOXKEHHbIE NULA cOBpaBLUMXCS.

— A nongy! — nepebim Bbi3Bancsa bypaH. — [ymato, 3Be3aHbin Jlyd coenaer Bce, 4YToObI
n3bexaTb KpOBOMPONUTUSA.

OrHerpuB ¢ GnaroaapHoOCTbO NOCMOTPEn Ha GnaropogHoro BouHa. OcTanbHble KOTbl
npoaomKkanu konebaTbecs, HEPBHO NepernaabiBasiCb M ep3asi Ha CBOMX NOACTUIKaX.

— A ToXe nonay, — BOCKNUKHYN Bypbin. Bblno BUAHO, YTO OH OYEHb BOSTHYETCS OTTOr0, YTO
BriepBble BbICKa3blBAETCS paHblUe CTapLUNX BOMHOB.

— Torpga n a! — nposopyan Obim n go6asun, MaxHyB XBOCTOM B CTOPOHY OrHerpuea: — Ho
ecnv nnems Betpa Habpocutca Ha Hac, g byay cpaxaTtbes. HM 0guH KOT He 3acTaBUT MeHS
cnacatbcsi 6ercteom!

Cnegom 3a HUM BbI3BanNUCh U ocTarnbHble. K yaonBneHuro OFHerVIBa, YacTokon nabasun
XenaHue NpuHATb ydacTtue B noxoge, 3ato KucTtouyka oTkasanace.

— He cepavcb, OrHerpms, — nosicHWna oHa. — A Aymato, Tbl B Y4EM-TO MpaB, HO st HE MOTY C
3TUM cornacuTbes. Yto GyaeT ¢ BOMHCKUM 3aKOHOM, ECINU KaXKAbli CTAHET UCMOSb30BaTb €ro no
CBOEMY YCMOTPEHUO? S He CMOry OCrnyLUIaTbCs NPeABOANTENBHULLY, ECIIN OHA NMPUKAXKET MHE
ApatbCes.

— A s nongy! — psaBkHyna YepHobypka. — £ He xenato, 4ToObl MOMX AETOK NOPBarnu B KNoYbs
B 6eccmbicneHHon butee!

— A Toxke nongy! — maykHyna benocHexka n obsena rmasamu cobpaslumxcs. — He gans Toro
Mbl paCTUM KOTAT, 4TOObI OHM normbanu B HecnpaBeaIMBbIX BOMHax!

OrHerpuvB He oXuaan, 4To Ha ero Npu3biB OT30BETCA Tak MHOIO BOMHOB. Tenepb ux 6bino aaxe
bonbLe, YeM HyxxHO. Ecnu MNopenbin npuget BoBpems  CuHas 3Be3na cornacuTcs Ha
neperoBopbl co 3Be3gHbIM Jlydom, ByaeT HekpacmBo, ecnn oHa ABUTCA K YeTbipem [lepeBbsim B
conpoBoXxaeHuu uenoro 6oesoro otpsaga! Kpome 1oro, Hemnb3d 66110 ocTaBnATh narepb 6e3
OXpaHbl, TeM Bonee B TaKoe TPEBOXHOE BPEMSI.

— A nonpocwun Obl Bac octaTbcs U OXpaHATb narepb, — O6paTVIJ'ICFI OH K ObIBLLMM KoporeBaMm.

£ ouyeHb GnarogapeH BaM 3a NOAAEPKKY, HO 30echk Bbl ByaeTte HyHee! YepHobypka ¢
BenocHexkon nepernaHynmcb n OpYXHO KMBHYNK. OrHerpme co CTpaxoM NOCMOTPEN Ha
MecyaHyto Bypro, koTopas 4o cux Nop He NpopoHuna Hu cnosa. OH Bosancsa gaxe nogymatb O
TOM, 4YTO ByaeT aenaTtb, eCnv NUWNTCS ee NOAAEPXKKN U JOBEPUS.



— MNecyvanas bypa? — HeyBepeHHO cnpocun oH. OHa onycTuna ronoey, nsberas ero B3rnsga.

— A nongy ¢ To6on, OrHerpme, — rnyxo OTBETMNA OHA. — £ 3Hato, Tbl MpaB, BO BCEM BUMHOBATAa
cobaka... Ho MmHe 60nbHO OTTOro, YTO NpUxoanTcs Nnpeaasatb CuHio 3Be3ny!

OrHerpuB noabexan Kk Hen 1 BbICTPO NU3HYN B yx0, 6e3monBHO Bnarogapsa 3a nogaepxKy, HO
pbbkas BOUTENbHMLA pa3gpaxXeHHO OTCTPaHWUNach, Aaxe He NOCMOTPEB Ha HEro.

— A Kak e opykeHocubl? — crnpocun Yactokosn. — Tbl XoveLlb B3ATb X ¢ cobon? He 3Hato,
Kak ocTanbHble, HO MOst TPOCTUHKA CAULLKOM MOJSI04a U HEOMbITHA, YTOObI NpMHMMaTL yYacTue
B Gutee!

— O6 aTOM He MOXeET ObITb U peun! — ropsiio BOCKNUKHYN ObiM. HecmoTps Ha 3noBeLlee
HanpskeHne, OrHerpmB egBa yaeparncsi, YToobl He yrnblOHYTbCA — HE3aMETHO A1 CaMOro
cebsa [Ibim obHapyxun nepeq BCEMU CBOK TLLATENBHO CKPbIBAEMYHO HEXXHOCTb K XPYMKON
y4yeHuue YacTokona.

— BeCHFIHKy A TOXe npeanoyern Obl OCTaBUTL B narepe! — KNBHYI EypaH.

— A yuto ecnu CuHsa 3Be3fa 3anofo3puT HenagHoe, Koraa yBUAWT, YTo Mbl He B6epem ¢ cobon
HW OOHOTO OpYy’KeHocLa? — CNPOCUIT OCTOPOXHbINA Byphbin.

— BepHo! — nosepHyncs k Hemy OrHerpus. — [daBarite Bo3sbMeM benbiwa n beictponana, HO
TONbKO B TOM crny4ae, ecnu Cunas 3ese3fa Oyaet HacTanBaTb Ha Gonbwom otpage. U ewe — o
Lenu Hallero noxo4a opyXeHocLaM criegyeT pacckasaTtb TONMbKO Nocne Toro, Kak Bbingem u3s
narepsi. A He xo4y, YTOObI HaWWm NNaHbl CTann N3BecTHbl BceMy narepto! A Tenepb s
nocoseToBan 6bl BCeM HEMHOrMO B3apeMHyTb. Mbl BbICTynaem cpasy nocrne 3axofa fyHbl.

OrHerpvB cMOTpen, Kak BOMHbI yCTpanBalTCs Ha CBOMX MOACTUIKaX, HO caM He YyBCTBOBar
HUKaKOro xernaHua noxmtbes. OH 3Han, YTO BCe paBHO HE YCHET, KpOMe TOro, y Hero 6bino ewe
ogHo geno. OH gormkeH 6bin cam pacckasatb [Nenennue 060 BceM, YTO MPOUCXOOMT, NOKa OHa
He y3Hana npaBay OT Koro-to gpyroro. Ecnu 6bl He Bewuin CoH 1 He Bepa B lNecTponucTyto, oH
AaBHbIM-A4aBHO YCOMHMIICS Obl B CBOEM NpaBe OCTAHOBUTL rpsayLLyto 6uTey. CRULLKOM MHOTO
Crny4anHOCTEN MOIMM NOMeLLaTb OCYLLECTBEHNIO 3a4yMaHHOro — fopenbin Mor ono3aathb,
CuHsist 3Be3ga — oTkasaTbCsl OT BCTpeym co 3Be3aHbiM Jlyyom, nnems Betpa — npurotoBuTb
3acapy Boane Yetblpex [lepeBbes...

BcTpsixHyBwmch, OrHerpue BCTan 1 BbileN U3 nanaTtkv NocMOTPETb, He npuLuen nn Fopenbii,
HO B OCBELLEHHOM JyHOW narepe Bce ObIno TMX0. Y caMoro Hadana nanopoTHUKOBOIO TYHHess
3Be3gamu ropenu ABa HaCTOPOXEHHbIX rMnasa, 1, nogonas nobnmke, OrHerpue yeuaen Yronbka,
CUASILLErO Ha CTpaxe.



— Tbl 3Haewb [openoro? — cnpocun OrHerpus, a Korga opyXeHocel, KUBHyI, yToduHUn: — OH
He npuxogun? Yronek o3agadeHHo nomoTar rosioBoM.

— Ecnu oH npuger, Bnyctn ero 1 npoeean npsimo kK CuHen 3se3ge, NoHAN?

— Ha, OrHerpua! OT ntobonbITCTBa y Yronbka gaxe wepcTb 3anckpuniack, HO OH HE NOCMEnN
3a4aBaTb SINLLHUX BOMNPOCOB.

OrHerpvB K1BHYN U oTnpaBurcst pasbickueath Menenuuy. MpnbnusmeLunch K nelepe
LienuTenbHULbI, OH 3aMETUIT, YTO Ta O YEM-TO TUXO pasroBapmBaeT ¢ Kuctoukon. Yenaes
rnawarasi, obe KoLK/ 3aMonyarnv n HaCTOPOXXEHHO YCTaBUITNUCL Ha HEro.

— OrHerpus! — BocknukHyna lNenenuvua, Bckakmeas ¢ 3emnm. — KNCToYKa TONbKO YTO
pacckasana MHe 0 TOM, 4TO Tbl HaTBopun! YTo BCe 3TO 3HAUMT?! M nouemy Tbl HE NMpurnacun
MeHsi Ha cobpaHne?! — Ee ronybble rnasa metanu MOMHUN.

— 3710 6bINIO cobpaHue BomHOB, — NpobopmoTan OrHerpms, NPEKpPacHO NOHUMAas, YTO ero
obbsicHeHUe He ybeanno Obl gaxe KoTeHKa.

— Bot kak? — cyxo cnpocuna NMenenuua. — C 4ero Tbl B35iM1, YTO MEHS HE MHTEPECYET TO, YTO
Thbl 3aTeBaellb 3a cnuHon y CuHen 3Be3abl?!

— Y10 ThI, [Nenenuua! Tl He Tak noHsna! — Bamonunca OrHerpmB. — Tbl ke BUAULLDb, S
npuien pacckasartb Tebe 060 BceM. Knctouka! — nonpocun oH, CEpAnNTo KOCSCb Ha Oypyto
BouTENbHULY. — Pa3Be Tebe He HyXeH OTAbIX?

Kuctouka, He MOPrHyB, BblAepxXala ero B3rmqan, noToMm Mos4ya noBepHyracb U pactasiia B
TeMHOoTe.

— A cnywato! — npowwunena MNenenuua.

— A BUXY, Tbl yXXe BCe 3HaeLwb oT Kncto4dku. lNMoBepb, MHE BCe 3TO TOXE HE MO AyLUe, HO Y MeHs
HeT Apyroro Bbixoga! Heyxenu Tel BepuLlb B TO, YTO 3BE34HOE NNemMs XO4eT HOBOW BOVHbI B
necy?! Tem 6onee Takon 6eCCMbICIEHHON M HECNpaBeaIMBON?

— 3Be3gHoe nnems He Nocbifnano MHE HUKAKUX 3HaMEHWUI O rpsaayLen BONHE, — HEXOTS
npusHanack MNenenvua. — A Toxxe He XO4y KPOBOMPOSIUTUS, HO Thbl YBEPEH, YTO HET APYroro
cnocoba npenoTepaTuTh ero?

— MOXeT ObITb, N €CTb, HO 51 €ro He BWXY. Ecnu Tbl YTO-TO 3HaeLb, cKaxm!

Menenuua nokavana ronosoMu. LLlepcTb ee cusina, obnutasi NyHOW, CAOBHO LenuTenbHuua boina
y>Ke Ha NonnyTu K 3Be30HOMY BOUHCTBY.



— Yto 6bI Tbl HM genan, OrHerpums, st npowy Teba 6epeyb CuHioto 3Be3ny. byab k Hen gobpee.
MoMHK, oHa Bbina BenuMKon NpeaBoAnUTENBHULEN N, BO3MOXHO, KOraa-H1byab CHOBa CTAHET €1o.

OrHerpuB Toxe xoTen 6bl BEpUTb B 3TO, HO C KaXkabiM AHEM noseaeHne CuHel 3seaabl
OCTaBnsANo Bce MeHbLUe Haaex Ha ee ucueneHme. OH eaBa y3HaBarn B HblHeLWHel CuHel
3Be3fe Myapylo NpeaBoanTenbHULY, KOTopasi Npurnacuna ero B CBoe nnemsi U KoTopyto OH
nobun n yBaxan, kak HUKOro Ha LiernoM CBETe.

— A cgenato Bce, 4TO B MOUX curnax, — noobelan oH. — NoBepb, A He Xody yHuxaTb CUHI00
3Be3gy! IMeHHO NoaToMy S opraHmnsoBarn en BcTpedy co 3ee3gHbiM Jlydom. MycTb oHa cama
nonmer, 4to 6utea 6eccmbicrieHHa n 6ecnonesHa! — OH nomonyan v ¢ Tpyaom Bbigasun: — Tbl
cunTaellb, S NOCTYNWUI HENPaBUbHO?

— He mHe 06 atom cyantb! — oTtBeTuna Nenenvua. — 310 TBON BbIGOP, OrHerpms. Tebe
peLaTb.

Masa XIV

BepHyBLwnce Ha nonsHy, OrHerpus ybeamncs, 4to [openbii 4o cux nop He nosiensnca. Ot
BOJTHEHMS Y HETO Aaxke B XKMBOTE 3aypyaro. JlyHa y»e Hadyana KNoHUTBbCA K BepXyLLKaM
OepeBbEB, a 3Ha4nT, coBcem ckopo CuHaa 3Be3aa NoBeAeT CBOMX BOMHOB Ha BUTBY C
nnemeHem BeTtpa, n nocnegHasa Hagexga Ha MUPHOE paspeLleHne KoOHNukTa byaeT yTpayeHa.

l'oe xe lMNopenbin? Heyxenu OgHoyc He cymen pasbickaTb ero? Vinu MNopenbin NpocTo He cmor
nNpuniT? A MOXET ObITb, OH YK€ B MyTW, HO NPUAET CrMLWKOM no3aHo? Y OrHerpvea nanbl
Yyecanuck OT XenaHusa BpocuTbes B nec n nobexatb eMy HaBCTpeYy, HO OH NOHMMar, YTo He
UMeeT npasa nokuaaTb narepb.

HakoHeL, OH 3aMeTuN kakoe-To ABWKXEHME B NanopoTHMKAX M YCrbllwarn TUXMI OKNKK Yrorbka.
MpuwweneL, HerpoMko oTBeTWM, U OrHerpuB BOCMpPsiHYN AyXOM, y3HaB ronoc Fopenoro. Bbicoko
noAnpbIrHyB OT PagocTh, OH 6erom Gpocurcs Yepes MNonsHy.

— Bce B nopsiake, Yronek! — ckasan oH opyxeHocuy. — OcTaBancs Ha cTpaxe, S caMm 3anMyCb
Hawum roctem. — C 3TMMK CrioBamm OH NOTEPCS HOCOM O HOC NOMAXapOoro YepHOro KoTa,
BbICTYMMBLLErO 13 nanopoTHuka. — lNMpuBeTcTByto Teb4, Mopenbi! Kak noxveaelub?



OH cnpocun 310 13 BEXIIMBOCTU, MO0 NpekpacHo Buaen, YTo y Fopenoro HeT NpUYnH CeToBaTb
Ha CBOI0 XM3Hb. [JOCTaTOYHO GbIfI0 OAHOIO B3rNsiAa Ha NTOCHSILLYIOCS YEPHYH0 LepCTb OblBLIEro
opy)XeHocLa v nepekaTbiBaloLLMecs Nod Hew Byrpbl CUIbHBIX MYCKYIOB, YTOObI y6eamTbLes B
3TOM.

— OTnunyHo! — oTBeTUN ['opensIn, U3yMNeHHo ornaabiBascb. — Kak cTpaHHO BHOBb O4YTUTHCH
3gecb! A odeHb paccTpouncs, Korga y3Han, YTo y Bac HENPUATHOCTU C nrnemeHem BeTpa.
OnHoyc Bce pacckasan MHe M NOKIIANCH, YTO OHU HEe UMEKOT HUKAKOro OTHOLLEHUS K
NCYE3HOBEHMIO BaLLMX KPOSNKOB!

— Ocraertcd Tonbko yoeantb B 9ToM CuHioo 3Be3gy! — MpadHo 6ypkHyn OrHerpme. — MHe
OYeHb HEroBKO NoaroHATb Tebs1, Mopenkin, A 3Hato, YTo Tebe M Tak NPULLINOCL BexaTb CO BCeX
narn, Ho BpeMeHu NoyTn He octanocb. CuHASA 3Be3ga BOT-BOT NPUKaXeT Ham BbicTynaTtb! Van 3a
MHoM!

C aT1MuM crioBamm OH NOBEPHYIICS U NoBen Apyra K newepe CuHel 3Be3abl.
MpeasoanTenbHULA Nexana, CBepPHYBLUNCh KIyGOYKOM B CBOEM FHE3AbILLKE, HO,
npucmoTpeBLncb, OrHerpmB MOHAI, YTO OHa He cnuT. JIyHHbIV CBET OTpaarics B ee
MPULLYYPEHHbIX rnasax.

— B yem geno, OrHerpus? — pasgpaxeHHo cnpocuna CuHasa 3sesga. — ELle He Bpems
BbICTynatb! M k10 310 C TOGON?

— 3710 9, lNopensbin, CuHaa 3Besga!l — ckasan KoT-04MHOYKa, BbICTYNas U3-3a CruHbI
OrHerpuBa. — A npuHec Tebe nocnaHune oT nnemeHn Betpa.

— Ot nnemeHun BeTtpa?! — B3Bunacb CuHasa 3Be3aa, BCKakmMBas CO CBOEro fioxa. — WM 4To xe
3TW FHYCHble BOPbl OCMENWUMNCL NepeaaTb MHe?

K yectu lopenoro, oH He APOrHyn nepes 3Tol BCMbILWKOW SPOCTH, XoT OrHerpmMB npekpacHo
MOMHWI TO BpeMsi, KOrla YepHbI OPY)XeHOCEL, HaunHaN 3ankaTbCsl OT KaXX40ro okpuka.

— CuHasa 3Besga, — CNokonHo ckasan OrHerpus. — Hagetroch, Tbl He Oyaellb CnopuTb C TEM,
YTO TOSIKOBATb Ny4Lle, YeM BoeBaTb?

— TonkoBatb?! — nonepxHynacb 3nocTbto CuHsa 3Be3na, B ApoCcTuM xnewa ceba XBoCToOM No
©okam. — [la KTO Tbl Takown, YTOObI yKka3biBaTb, YTO MHe genatb?! bpbick oTctoga! Mol ¢
lopenbim Byaem pasroBapuBaTtb HaeguHe.

OrHerpmBy HMYEro He OCTaBanoCh, Kak BbIATA M3 NeLepbl. B CMATEHUN OH NPUHSANCS KPYXXUTb
BOKPYT CKasbl, MPUCIYLUMBASACH K TUXOMY YNy AOHOCSLUMXCS U3HYTPU roflocoB. Ho cKomnbKo OH
HW Hanpsiran yLwu, emy Tak U He yaanocb pasobpaTtb HU CroBa.



Bckope 13 BoMHCKON neLlepbl BbiCyHyNcst bypaH 1 meaneHHo nogowuen k OrHerpumsy.

— JlyHa cagutcsa, — 3ameTun oH. — CurHAsa 3Be3ga BOT-BOT 00bABUT BbICTyNNeHune. [openbii
npuwen?

— MNpuwen, — kmuBHynN OrHerpme. — Ho 4 He 3Halo, yaanoch nu...

OH 3amornyan, ycrbllwae LWym BHYTpU nanaTtki. He ycrneno ero cepaue otcuntaTtb ogvH yaap,
kak CuHss 3Be3fa BbiCkoYmMna 13 newepsbl, conposoxaaemas lopensiM. YBuaes OrHerpuea,
OHa B3MaxHyria XBOCTOM W Npoxpunena:

— Cobupan otpag! Mel BbicTynaem k Yetbipem [epeBbam!
— Tbl BCce-Taku peLuuna norosopuTh co 3Be3gHbIM Jlydom? — ocmenuncs cnpocntb OrHerpums.

MpenBoanTenbHULIA CHOBA B3MaxHyna XBOCTOM U OTBETUNA: — S He 0TKa3blBaloChb OT
neperoBopoB. Ho ecnn oHU HU K YeMy He nNpuBeayT, Mbl Oyaem cpaxarbes!

Ewe He paccBeno, korga CuHas 3Be3na nosena CBOMX BOMHOB K NTOLLMHE, Ha KOTOPOW poChu
yeTblpe UCMonMHckmx ay6a. OrHerpmMB Monya Tpycun Bosne npeasoautenbHuubl. OH He
ornaabiBancs, Ho Nno efe CrbILHOMY LLIOPOXY 3a CMUHOW 3Har, YTO OCTalbHble BOVHbI CrieayoT
3a HUMW. [oe-To Baaneke nocnbilancs NPoOH3UTerNbHbIN KpUK CoBbI, 1 cepaue y OrHerpuea
cxanocb OT Hexopoluero npeayvyecTeus. OH efBa ycnen nonpowatbesi ¢ FfopenbiM 1
nobnarogapuTb €ro 3a NoOMOoLLb, NPEXAe YeM YEPHBIA KOT OTNpaBUIics B 06paTHbIN NyTb.

Ha BepLunHe cknoHa CuHas 3Be3fga ocTaHoBUNack U noMmeanuna. BouHbl nopaBHANUCL CO
CBOel npeaBoanTenbHULIEN U NOCHyLWHO 3amepni. CBET BbICOKUX 383 Nepenvearncs Ha ux
LUKYpaXx, MSITKO 03apsifl HACTOPOXXEHHbIE YLLK, OTpaXarcsl B LUMPOKO pacnaxHyTbIX rnasax.

OrHerpuB Gpocun B3rnsag B CTOPOHY Tepputopumn nnemeHn Betpa. BHavyane emy nokasanoch,
OyaTo TaM HET HU4Yero, Kpome BeckpaiHero Mopsi Bepecka, packMHyBLUErocs 4O CaMoro
ropu3oHTa. Betep npoberan no nycrowm, wenecTten B BepxyLukax cTapbix Ay6oB. 3atem
OrHerpuvB ynoBui Kakoe-To ABWKEHNE U, NPUMA4EBLUMCh, YBUAEN NO4 AEPEBbAMM LIEMOYKY
KOTOB BO rmaee co 3Be3aHbIM Jlyyom. Y OrHerpuvea noxonogeno B XusoTte. BoixoauT, 3Be3aHbIN
Jlyu TOXe B35 ¢ cobol BOMHOB!

— Yto 5 Bumxy?! — npowwmnena CuHsa 3Be3aa, u rmasa ee BCNbIXHYNN HeJoOpbIM OrHEM. —
Moyemy TyT Tak MHOrO BOMHOB BeTpa? A nonarana, MeHs npurnacunu Ha neperosopbl! — OHa
yctaBunacb Ha OrHerpuBa, 1 B rnasax ee npoMesnbKkHyra Kakas-To Mbicib. — A nogo3pesarna
N3MeEHy 1 BUXY, 4TO He owmnbnack! bnarogapto Teb4, OrHerpus. Tebe He kaxeTcs, 4TO 3TO
BonbLle NOXoXe Ha 3acady, YeM Ha BCTpedy OABYX npeasoauTenen?



CuHsia 3Be3ga B3MaxHyna XBOCTOM, U €€ BOMHbI B CYPOBOM MOSTYaHUN BbICTPOUINCH MO Gokam
CBOEN NpeaBoanTENbHULLI. Tenepb BpaxxayroLwmne oTpsiabl CTOSAM NUMUoM K nuuy. OrHerpumey
Kasanocb, YTO Jaxe BO34yX MexXay HUMU NOTpecknBaeT OT HanpsikeHusi. OH KoXeln YyBCTBOBan
6nu3ocTtb 6uTBbl. BCce Tenepb 3aBUCENO OT TOro, CAEPXUT N 3Be3aHbIn Jlyy cBOE CNoBO U
3axo4eT nun roeopuTb ¢ CruHen 3Be3non.

— 3Be3gHbIn Jlyy! — xonoaHo npousHecna CuHas 3sesga. — YTo Tbl Xouyellb MHe cka3aTb?

MepTBas TULLIMHA BoLapunacb Hag nonsiHon. OrHerpve HepPBHO BTArMBan U BbiMyckan Kortu,
oxugas oteeTa npeasoamTens. OH He 3Han, Hagonro N BOMHaM XBaTUT Bblaepkku. OH Buaen,
kak [lbiIM 0GMeHSINCst MHOrO3Ha4YMTeNbHbIM B3rnsA0M ¢ BypbiM, U MOHAN, YTO 3TW OBOE YXe
4yTO-TO 3agyManu. MNMecyaHas Bypsi, NpukaB yLIW K 3aTbIfKy, HE MUrasi, CMOTpena Ha Bpa)eCcKux
koToB. BbicTponan To u geno 6pocan NMxopafoYHble B3MMsSAbl HA NPeaBOANTENbHULLY, HO He
Asurancs ¢ mecTa, a benbliw, BbIrHYB CnivHy ropGoM, BeCb ApoKarn OT HETEPMNEHUs], CIIOBHO B
nto6oi Mur rotoB Bbin NPLIFHYTL HA Bpara.

— CnokonHo! — LwnKHYN Ha Hero OrHerpus. 3Be3aHblv Jlyd oToenuncsa ot CBOMX BOMHOB U
warHyn HascTpedy CuHen 3Besge. NepBbirt OnegHbIn Nyd 3aHMMalOLWENCS 3apy npopesarn TbMy,
n B ero ceete OrHerpuB sICHO yBuaen B3ablOneHHyo WepCTb 1 NOAHATLIN XBOCT NpeaBoavTens
nnemeHn Betpa. 3a cnuHon 3eesagHoro Jlyya ctoanun OgHoyc, PocuHka n maneHbkunin Kontouka.
«#1 He xo4y cpaxaTtbcs ¢ aTuMK koTamu!y — 3arpemeno B ronoe OrHerpusa. Cepaue ero
NOMMaHHOW NTULEN 3abUock B rpyau.

— Hukomy He gBuratbcs! — npopesan HENOABMKHLIN BO3AYX ronoc 3sesgHoro Jlyya.

— Tbl ¢ yma cowen?! — npoxpunen YepHoxBaT 1, BbICKOYMB M3 LIENK, NOSCKOYNIT K CBOEMY
npeasoauTento. — OHa npueena ¢ cobon 6oeeon oTpsa! Hago atakoBaTth!

— Het! — 3Be3aHbin Jlyy coenan elle oguvH war Bnepea v B3MaxoM XBOCTa Nofo3san k cebe
cBoero rnawartas. He ceoas rma3 ¢ CuHen 3Be3abl, OH crierka onyctun ronosy. — CerogHs
6uTBbl He ByaeT, No KpanHen mepe, 3aeck. A obelan NPUNTM Ha NEPEroBOPbI, U A CAEPXKY CBOE
CIoBO.

BmecTto otBeTa CuHAsA 3Be3ga npunana K 3emrie, OLWeTUHUIIach 1 3apbldana, ockanme 3y6bl.
OrHerpuvB noxonogen ot cTpaxa. Ha mur emy nokasanocb, YTO NpeaBoAuTeNbHMLA pasgymana
BECTM NEepPEroBopbl N cenyac KMHeTcs Ha 3Be3gHoro Jlyya. 3aKMypuBLUMCH, OH FOPSY0 BO33Bar K
3Be34HbIM NpeaKam, yMOornsasa Ux He AonyCTUTb 3Toro 6esymusi.

Tem BpemeHem OgHoyc BhiLen Bnepea n rpybbiM TONYKOM 3acTaBuin YepHoxBaTta 3aHsiTb CBOE
MECTO B Lienun. HeckonbKo MrHOBEHMI, NoKasaBLumxcs OrHerpusy LENON BEYHOCTLIO,
BpaXaytoLme CTOPOHbI HEMOABWXKHO CTOSNM ApYr NPOTMB Apyra. BeTep epowumvn B3abiGNeHHyo
LEePCTb Ha KoLWa4ybUX 3arpuBkax, rrnasa ropenm nmxopagodHbiM HanpsHKeHUeM, KOTopoe B
nto6or MOMEHT MOINO B30PBaTbCS BCMbILWKOW Cnenomn, 6e3ymMHon ApocTu.



— CuHsasa 3eesga, — noeTopun 3Be3OHbIN

Jlyu. — Tbl He xo4eLlb BbITM KO MHe? Bo3bMu ¢ cobon rnawatas, n gasav nonpodyem
paspeLmnTb HaL Crnop MMPOM.

— Mupom?! — B3BuM3rHyna CuHsas 3sesga. — A He mMory 3aknodaTe Mup ¢ 6aHguTamm un
BOpamMu 4y>xom anyu!

MpoTecTytowmi BoM NOTPSAC Lenb BOMHOB BeTpa. HepHoxBaT cHOBa BbICKOYMN BNepen, HO
OaHoyc ogHUM MPBRKKOM O4YTUIACS BO3Me Hero 1 nosanun Ha 3emnto. OrHerpms BUAEN, Kak
YacTokon yrpoxatoLLle noMaxmBaeT XBOCTOM, W MOHSAN, YTO, ecrnin YepHOXBaT BCE e MNPbIrHET,
YacTtokon TyT e HabpocuTcsa Ha Hero, 1 0 MMpe MOXHO ByaeT HaBceraa 3abbiTh.

— Cpenain, kak oH roBoput! — B oTyasHum nonpocun oH CuHiowo 3sesny. — Passe He 3a aTum
Mbl npuwnu ctoga? Monmn, y nnemexHn BeTpa Toxxe nponagaet anyb!

CuHsaa 3Be3ga obepHynach K HEMY, M Ifa3a ee BCMNbIXHYNM OTKPOBEHHOW HEHABUCTLIO.

— Tbl He ocTaBun MHe Bbibopa! — npowwnnena oHa. — Ho Tbl 3a 310 nonnatuwbces, OrHerpms.
[opbKOo nonnatuwbes!

Ha HerHywwmxcs nanax oHa BblLUMNa BNepes v 0CTaHOBUIIAach y caMmou rpaHuLbl nrieMeHun Betpa,
nuuom K nuuy co 3se3gHbiM Jlydyom. OrHerpus Monya nocrnegosan 3a CBOeu
npeaBoanTENbHULEN, YCNEB NULb LWenHyTb NecyaHon bype:

— MNpucmatpusan 3a Yactokonom! 3sesaHbin Jlyd xonogHo cmotpen Ha CuHioto 3Be3ay, u
OrHerpuvB NOHsAM, YTO NpeaBoaAUTENb OO CUX NOP HE NPOCTUN UM YKpbIiBaTeNbCTBa XBOCTONOMA,
HO npeogonen cebsa 1 He NO3BONSAET CTapbiM 06MAaM B3ATb BEPX HaA pa3yMoM.

— CuHaa 3Besga, — MesnieHHo npousHec npeasoantens. — KnsHycb 3Be3gHbIM MeMeHemM,
4yTO Nriemsa BeTpa He OXOTUINOCH Ha Ballen TeppUTopun.

— 3Be3gHbIM nnemeHem?! — npoueauna CuHasa 3sesga. — HemMHoro e ctouT Takas knaTtseal
UepHo-6enbii KOT OTLWIATHYNCA U pacTepssHHO nocMoTpen Ha OrHerpmea, CroOBHO Xaan OT Hero
OOBbACHEHUNA.

— B Takom cny4yae st rotoB NOKNACTbCSA BCEM, YTO Tbl MOYMTAELLb CBALEHHLIM, — MOMOYaB,
MeaSIeHHO NPOroBopun oH. — KnsiHyCb HaWwWmMmmn KOTATaMu B ETCKOM, KNAHYCb Hagexaamm
CBOEro NNemMeHn, YecTbto NpeaBoanTens KnsHycb. MNnems BeTpa He BUHOBHO B TOM, B YEM Thl
Hac obBUHSAELLb.

Ha aToT pas ero cnoea, kaszanocb, gocturnu cepaua CuHen 3Beaapl, 1 OHa crnerka onyctuna



LepCTb Ha 3arpueke.
— Kak g mory Beputb T€6€? — cnpocuna oHa.

— Y Hac Toxe nponagaet Anyb, — nosicHun 3Be3aHbin Jlyy. — Bo3MOXHO, ee BopytoT cobaka
unu koTbl-opogsarun. MNnems BeTpa TyT HY Npy Yem.

— 3710 Tbl Tak roBopuLb! — BypkHyna CuHsia 3Be3ga, Ho rofioc ee notepsin obinyro
yBepeHHOCTb. OrHerpmBy nokasanocb, YTo oHa nosepuna 3se3gHomy Jly4vy, HO He 3HaeT, Kak, He
Tepss AOCTOMHCTBA, Cka3aTb 06 3TOM.

— CuHsasa 3sesga!l — Herpomko Havan oH. — bnaropogHbi npeaBoguTenb HE HaYNMHAET
GecnpuynHHON 6UTBbLI. ECnn ecTb XO0Tb Maneniee COMHEHNE B TOM...

— YX He gymaellb Nn Tbl, YTO Ny4lle MeHS 3Haellb, Kak crieayeT ynpaenaTb nnemeHem?! —
3no6Ho nepebuna ero CuHsasa 3eesga. LepcTtb ee cHoBa nogHsnack Abl6oM, HO Ha 3TOT pas
rHeB obparTmncs NpoTMB cOGCTBEHHOrO rnawaras. [laBHo yxe oHa He Obina Tak noxoxa Ha
NpexHow rposHyto Cuniow 3eesqy, n OrHerpmey notTpeboBanocb BCe My>KECTBO, YTOObI HE
OTCTYNUTb.

— Monogable BovHbI nonaratot, 6yaTo 3HaKOT BCe Ha cBeTe! — maArko 3ameTtun 3se3gHbin Jlyy. —
M Bce e nopor Ham NpuxoguTcsa NpUcRywmnBaTbCs K HAM. Ham He 3a 4To cpaxartbesi, CuHas
3Be3na.

MpeosoguTenbHWLA B pasgpaxeHuy AepHyna ywamu.

— JlagHoO, — HexoTsa nNpockpunena oHa. — A Bepro TBOEMy crioBy — noka. Ho 6eperuce, ecnu
MOM NMaTpynM y4ytoT 3anax nriemeHun Betpa Ha Hawen Tepputopun! — OHa pesko obepHynach u
3aKkpu4yana cBoMMm BouHaM: — BosBpallaemcsa B narepb!

Korpa OFHerMB NoBEpPHYICcAa cneaom, 3Be3aHbIN ny‘-l FPYCTHO CKIOHWUIT roJ1oBY U B3AOXHYIT:

— Bbnarogapto 1e65, OrHerpus. Tbl NOCTYNUI NpaBuIibHO, U Moe nnems bnarogapHo Tebe 3a
NMoMOLLb — HO He xoTen Obl 8 cenvyac okasaTbcs Ha TBoeM mecTe!

OrHerpvB Mor4a NOKMOHWICA 1 NpUCOeauHNUICA K cBouM ToBapuLiam. MNpexae yem cbexaTb no
CKMNoHy K YeTbipem [lepeBbsM, OH 3afepKarnca 1 nocMoTpen Bcnes yaangaoLwmMmcs BOMHam
Betpa, 6erywunm yepes Bepeck B cBol narepb. PaBHMHa HEXHO cBeTunack B 6reaHom
paccBeTHOM cusaHuKU. OH caenan Bce, YTOObl He 3anATHaTb €e HEBMHHOW KPOBbHO!

— Cnacu6o, Mectponuctas! — npowenTan OrHerpms n 6pocuncst 4OroHATb CBOE NIEMS.

B negsiHom monyaHmm CnHaa 3esesna npuneesna cBOMX BONHOB O6paTHO B narepb. Y Kpad



nonsiibl OrHerpMB OCTaHOBUIICS, YTOObI NEPEKUHYTLCS Napori crnoB ¢ Knctoykon, cuaesLuen y
BXOAa B MeLiepy BOVHOB.

— Bce cnokonHo? — cnpocui OH.

— Tuxo-mMunpHo! — noTaHynack kowka. — benocHe)xka noeena paccBeTHLIN NaTpyrb, B3sna C
cobon YepHobypKy 1 ABoux opyxkeHocueB. — Kuctouka npuctanbHo nornsaena Ha OrHerpvBea
n dbipkHyna: — Tbl BbIMSAAULWb LenbiM 1 HeBpeaumbiM! Bce yganocs, Kak Tel 3agyman?

— Ha. Cnacubo, 4yto npucmartpmBana 3a narepem. Kuctouka BaxkHO nokueana vn 3eBHyna:
— Monay, nocnnto. MNownm Koro-HNMByab Ha oxoTy, nagHo? Kyya coBcem onycTena.
— £ cam noBefy oxoTHUKOB, — noobeLuan OrHerpus.

— Hwukoro Tbl HMKYAa He noBefellb! — pasgarncs y HEro Hag yxom peskun ronoc CuHen
3Be3abl. OGepHyBLUUCH, OH YBUAEN, YTO rMa3a ee NpeBpaTUIiMCb B OCKOSKM CUHEro Nnbaa. —
Mapw B moto newiepy, OrHerpmB. >Knso! — OHa pe3Ko NoBepHynach 1, He OrnsAabiBasCb, nowna
yepes MornsHy K ckane.

Y OrHerpvBa gaxe LWepcTb 3aweBenunacb oT cTpaxa. OH ¢ camoro Havana 3Harn, 4to CuHss
3Be3fa HenpeMeHHO NokapaeT ero 3a NpPefaTenbCTBO, HO 3TO 3HaHWE HUYYTb He NpubaBuno
emy xpabpoctu!

— A cam nosabouyycb 06 oxoTe, — cka3an bypaH, COMYBCTBEHHO MMSAAs HA CbEeXMBLLErocs
rnawartas. M3-3a cnuHel ero BeirmsasiBanu MNecyaHas bypa v Obim.

OrHerpus nobnarogapvn 1 nonnencs B nanartky npeasoautensHuubl. Korga oH Bowern, CuHss
3Be3fa yxxe cuaena Ha noAcTurke, noaorHys nog cebs nanbl. KoHYMK ee ceporo xBocTa
BO36Y)XAEHHO nogeprusarncs.

— OrHerpmB, — HErpoMKO CKa3ara OHa, 1 ee CMOKOWHbIN rofioc Hanyran ero ropasio cunbHee,
4YeM caMmblIl FPOMKUIN KpUK. — 3Be3aHbIN J1yd HM Korda He BbiGpan 6b1 6onee nogxoadawero
BPEMEHU 7151 MEPErOBOPOB, AaXe ecnuv Obl 3Be3gHOE NIEMS NPULLITIO eMy Ha noMoLb! 310
TBOMX Nan aeno, npaeaa? Tbl €QMHCTBEHHLIN 3HAN 0 TOM, YTO 1 cObMpaloCh HanacTb Ha narepb
nrnemeHun BeTpa. Tonbko Tbl MOr NpedaTb MeHs!

«[laBHO yXe OHa He paccyxaana Tak 3gpaBo!» — kucno nogyman npo cebs OrHerpus. Buammo,
NOAO3PEHNS, 3apOAMBLLMECS HA Kpato BEPECKOBOW MyCTOLUW, NPEeBPaTUINCL B TBEPAYHO
yBepeHHocTb. Cenvac OrHerpus Bugen nepea cobon npexHioto CuHioo 38e3ay, KOTopyro
BCerga yBaxkan v nepeq KOTOpor NPEKMOHSANCS, U TEM MyYnTenbHen eMy 6bi1o co3HaBaTh ee
npasoTy. OH He Npeaasan CBOE MeMs, HO OH JMLUMIT er0 NPEMMYLLECTBA BHE3AMHOCTH,
MOCKOMNbKY MyApbin 3Be3aHbIN Jlyd cpady goragancs O rotoBsawemMcsi HanageHun. YTo xe



caenaet ¢ HUM CuHaga 3eesfga? Heyxenn otnpaBuT B M3rHaHuMe? Y Hero 3agpokanuv nanbl npu
OLHOW MbICIIM O TOM, YTO OH BygeT obpeyeH Ha XM3Hb N3rosi, NPe3npaemMoro BCeEMM NiieMeHamm
1 BbIHY>KOEHHOIMO BOPOBAaTh YYXYH0 ANYb.

OH nogowen k CuHel 3Be3ae 1 NOKOPHO CKITOHWI FOroBY.

— A gyman, 4Tto nocTynatw NpaBuibHO, — erne cnbilwHOo npowenTtan OrHerpus. — JTa 6uTtBa
Oblna 6bl 6eCCMbICNIEHHON U HEHYXXHOW.

— A posepsana Tebe, OrHerpus! — xpunno BbigoxHyna CuHsasa 3sesga. — Tebe,
€OUHCTBEHHOMY M3 BCEX CBOMX BoMHOB! OrHerpme 3actaBun cebsa NogHATb ronoBy U B3MMSAHYTb
en B rnasa.

— A cagenan ato pagu 6nara Hawero nnemenun! — Bamonuncst oH. — CuHas 3Be3ga, s gymarnn...

— Mon4aTtb! — cTpallHOo npoLumnena oHa, B3MaxHyB XBOCTOM. — [1pefaTtenscTBy HET
onpaegaHun! [la xoTb OGbl BCe Nnemsi Nonermno B aTon 6utee, 4to ¢ Toro?! Kakoe MHe aeno oo
XW3HU 1N cMepTu npegatenen?!

[vkunii oroHb nnsican B ee rnasax, U OrHerpyBe noHsin, 4To pasyMm CuHen 3Be3abl BHOBb
norpysusncsi Bo TbMmy.

— Ecnu Tonbko 66l Mon aetn 6binn co MHon! — nuxopagoydHo 3awenTana Cunasa 3eesga. —
Bo Bcem necy HeT koToB, gocTtonHee KamHsa n Hesngumku! [la Becb aTOT cOpog, KOTOpbI
Ha3blBaeT cebs [Po30BLIMM KOTaMM, HE CTOMT M KOroTKa Ha ux nanke! Mown oeTtkm HMkorga He
npeganu 6bl MeHs1, HUKOrAa. ..

— CuHaa 3Be3gal — nonbiTancs octaHOBUTL ee OI'Hel'pVIB, HO OHa Yy>Xe HM4Yero He cnbliluana.

— 5 oTpeknacbk OT cBouX AeTen, 4Tobbl cTaTh rnawaTtaem, n 3Be3gHoe nnemMs KapaeT MeHs 3a
310 npeaatenbcTBo! 3Be3aHble Nnpeakn yMHbl, OrHerpms, OHM o4eHb YMHbI! OHM Nnpuaymanu gns
MeHS camyto xecTokyto kapy! OHM caenanu MeHs npeaBoanTenbHULEN, a 3aTeM 3acTaBunm
MOUX BOMHOB npegatb MeHs! [1a yero ctouT aTo Mpo30BOE NnemMs, YTo 3a YeCTb BO3rMaBnATb
ero?! HnutoxHbin cOpoga, xankas Kydka npegartenen n Tpyco! KOTaTkn Mou yLwinm, 1 COBCEM
ofHa, ogHa, ogHa... — Jlanbl ee 6€30CcTaHOBOYHO Nepebupany MArkuin Mox, ropsiLLMiA B3rnsg
ObIn ycTpeMieH Kyaa-To ckBo3b OrHerpumea, nactb Uckpusmnach B 6€338y4HOM BOE.

OrHerpumB cogporHyncsi.
— A nososy lNenenuuy! — 3akpuyan OH 1 NONATUICA K BbIXOAY.

— C1on... rge... ctomwb! — ¢ Tpygom npoxpunena CuHaga 3sesga. — A gormkHa HakasaTb
Tebs, OrHerpmB. Kakyto kapy Tbl NOCOBETYeLb MHe n3bpaTb Ans npegarensa?



Cnabes o1 ctpaxa u cmateHund, OrHerpms npobopmoTarn, He cribila cOBCTBEHHOrO ronoca:
— A He 3Ha, CuHasa 3Be3na.

— 3aT0 4 3Hat! — ronoc ee Npo3Byyan BKpagyvBo, MOYTU UIPUBO, a ropsiLme rnasa
ocTaHoBunnck Ha nuue OrHerpusa. — A npugymana nydwee HakasaHue, OrHerpus! A HUyero
Tebe He caenato. Tbl OCTaHelWbC s rnawaTtaemM, a 3Ha4uT, nocne Moer CMepTu BO3rnaBuLb
lpo3oBoe nnem4. [NycTb Xe npegartens BO3rnasuT npegarensckoe nnems! [lymato, 3sesgHble
npeakn No AOCTOMHCTBY OUEeHAT Moo WwyTKy! MNycTb nowntoT Tebe MHoro cyacTes, OrHerpus. A
Tenepb youmpancsa ¢ momx rmas! bpbiCb! — ¢ HEHaBUCTbIO PSIBKHYMa OHa.

He nomHsa cebs ot yxaca, OrHerpus Bbineten ua newepbl Ha nonaHy. OH YyBcTBOBan cebs Tak,
CNOBHO TOMNbKO YTO NobkiBan B cpaxxeHun. OTtyasHue n npespeHmne CuHen 38e3gbl OrHEHHBIMA
KOrTsiMM NofocoBanu ero cepAale, Ho B TO XK€ BPEMsi OH YyBCTBOBAS 3akunawoLwwmi rHeB. CUHSAS
3Be3ga oTBEepHyNach OT HEro, Aaxe He NoXenae BbICMyLwaTb, He NoNbITaBLWNCL NOHATE! OHa
HasBana ero npegartenem, Aaxe He Noaymas, YTO OCTanock 6bl OT NnemeHn nocne 6uTebl!

OnycTus ronosy, He 3aMeyas HUKOro, OH NIierics Yepes NonsHy, NoKa He ycrbiwan ronoc
MecyaHon bypu:

— Yro ctpsicnock, OrHerpme? OHa Tebs BbirHana?

OrHerpuB nogHan ronosy. MNecyaHaa byps cmoTpena Ha Hero ¢ TPEBOrom, HO Aaxe He
TPOHyNacb C MecTa, YTobbl NOAONTM BnvKe 1 YCNOKOUTb €ro CBOMM TEMNJIOM.

— Her, — paBHOAYLIHO OTBETUI1 OH. — OHa Hnyero MHe He caenana.

— 3HauuT, BCce B nopsake? — ¢ AenaHHom pagocTbio crnpocuna lMNMecyaHas bypsa. — A nodemy
Thl TAKOW yOUTbIN?

— CuHsaa 3eesga... OHa 6onbHa, — Bbigasust OrHerpmB, He Xxenasi onncbiBaTb el To, YTO
TONbKO 4TO BMaen. — A vy MNenenuuy. Notom, ecnu xodeLlb, MOXXeM BMECTE NOeCTb.

— Het! A... A yxoxy oxotntbcsa ¢ benbiwom n Bypeim! — Bbigasuna NecyaHas byps,
TwaTenbHO pasrmnsagbiBasi cBov nanku. — He youeancs Tak, OrHerpus. CuHsa 3Besaa
yCMOKOUTCS, BOT yBUAWLb!

— £ B aTOM He yBepeH! — coagporHyncs OrHerpmB. — A xoTen Bce 06bACHUTL €1, HO OHa
yBepeHa, 4To A ee npegan!

MNecuyaHas Byps GbICTpO nornsigena Ha Hero 1 OTBEPHynack, HAYEro He OTBETUB. B rmasax ee oH
NpoYen XanocTb, CMELUAHHYIO C pacTEPSIHHOCTbIO U 6onblo. OrHerpyvB BCMOMHW, Kak OHa pes3ko



BO3pa)kana nNpoTuB ero NpeasioKeHns, 1 NOHSM, YTO CMepTeNbHO ockopbun nogpyry,
OTKa3aBLUMCb JOBEPUTLCS eN.

«Heyxenu Tenepb OHa ToXe cyYMTaeT MeHs npeaareneM?» — ¢ Tockon nogyman oH. Otocnas
Menenuuy k CuHen 3Besge, OrHerpuye ycrano nonnencs B cBot newlepy. Horu ero
noAdkaluMBanmcb OT YCTanocTh, OH XOTeN TOMNbKO O4HOIMO — JieYb U NPOBannTbCs B MSATKYO TbMY
rny6okoro cHa. Kak Ha3no, y neLiepbl OH HAaTONMKHyNca Ha [JonroxesocTa.

— BeuHo T1ebs rge-To HOCUT, Korga MHe HY>KHO MOroBopuTb € TOGON! — BOPUNNBO 3aABMIT BOVH.
— O yem? — cnpocun OrHerpmB, yCTano onyckascCb Ha 3eMIiio.

— CerogHs yTpoM Tbl NprKasan MoemMy OpY>XEHOCLY OTNpaBnsaTbCA B Noxoa!

— [a, Ho 5 yxe obbsacHWN Tebe, nodemy A 310 caenan!

— EMy 3T0 04eHb He NOHPABMUIIOCh, HO OH AOIMKEH Obln NOBUHOBaTLCA! — npogorkan
JlonroxeocT.

«3710 npaega!» — BcnomHun OrHerpme. OgHaKO Opy)KeHOoCeL AepKarncsa Monoguom mn sen cebs
OYeHb AOCTOMHO, TaK 3a4eM xe [JonroxsBoCT Tenepb NOAHMMAET Takon LWym?

— A cunTtato, beicTponan AomkeH ctaTb BOMHOM! — nosAcHMn [JonroxBocT. — YecTHO ckasaTb,
OH AaBHbIM-0aBHO roToB!

— 4 3Hato, [lonroxsocTt! — nokopHo kneHyn OrHerpms. — Tbl cOBeEpLUEHHO NpaB. beicTponany
OaBHO Mopa cTaTb BOMHOM.

,D,OJ'IFOXBOCT Oake cnerka onewun — OH ABHO HE OXuaas CTofb 6bICTpOFO cormacus.
— W yt0 Th CO6VIpanJbCFI I'Ipeﬂ,l'lpI/IHFITb? — BOpPYJIMBO NOMNHTEPECOBAJICA OH.

— MNoka Hu4vero, — B3ao0xHYN OrHerpms. — He Hago npwkumartb ywu, [JonroxesocT, nagHo?
Jlyywe nopackmHb MO3ramu u noctapamncst MeHst NoHATb. CuHsaa 3Besda YyBCTBYET cebs
y>kacHo. OHa CTpalUHO pa3o3nunach n3-3a Toro, YTo NPOU3OLLINIO YTPOM, U HE 3aX04eT Aaxe
cnywartb HU 0 Kakux opyxeHocuax! Tel nogoxan, He nepebusan! — OH pasgpaxeHHO B3MaxHy
XBOCTOM, BUAS, 4TO [LONroxXBOCT y>Ke OTKPbIN POT, 4To6bl BO3pa3ntb. — [peaocTaBb 370 MHE.
PaHo nnu no3gHo CuHsa 3Besna ycrnokoMTCsl U NOMMET, YTO BCE 3aKOHYMNOCH XopoLo. Bot
TOraa s cpasy nNoroBopio ¢ Hen o beicTponane, o6ewwato Tebe.

[lonroxsocT BO3MYLLEHHO (pbIpkHYr. OrHerpuB BUAEN, YTO BOMH HEIOBOSIEH M0 OTBETOM, HO He
3HaeT, kK Yemy npuapaTtbcs.



— NNapgHo! — BGypkHyN OH, HakoHel. — Yem ckopee, TeM nydlle, BOT 4TO A Tebe ckaxy!

OctaBuB 3a cobon nocnegHee CNoBO, OH NOAHAN XBOCT U BaxKHO yaanuncs. OrHerpus
3abpancs B neLlepy, yCTPOUICHA B CBOEM FHE3AbILLKE U KPEMKO 3aXMypuI rnasa, 4tobbl spkoe
YTPEHHEee CcorHLe He MeLlano emy YCHyTb. OH y>KacHO XoTen chnaTb, HO pasroBop ¢
[onroxsoctom pactpeBoxusn ero. U benblw, n BecHaHka, u Llapanka He MeHbLUe beicTponana
3acnyXunu npaeo cTatb BonHamu! bonee Toro, Bce NNems XaeT He OOXAETCS, Korga Mornoable
KOTbl CMOTYT B MOSIHOW Mepe UCMONHATL BOMHCKUE 0bs3aHHOCTU. Ho cenvac CuHas 3Be3aa Hu
3a YTO He cornacuTcsa NOCBATUTb OpyXeHocueB B BouHbI! OHa ybeauna cebs, 4To ee oKpyKatoT
OOHW U3MEHHVKU 1 NpeJaTenu. ..

OrHerpuyB 1 cam He 3aMeTuI1, Kak NOrpy3nsncst B TSHKenbl n 6€CnoKonHbIA COH. MpocHyncs oH
OTTOrO, YTO KTO-TO HETEPMNENMBO TONKan ero B HGOK.

— MpocHuce, OrHerpms! da npocHUCk xe! VicnyraHHo xnonas rnasamMmu, OH cen n ysuaen nepeg
cobon Menenuuy. Ee cepas wepcTb cTosna gbibom, B ronybbix rnasax nieckancs HacTosLWnin
cTpax. OrHerpvB MrHOBEHHO CTPSIXHYN € cebsa ocTaTku CHa.

— YT0 cnyyunocb?

— CuHsaa 3eesgal — npowenTtana MNMenenvua. — A HUrge He mory HanTu ee!

Mmasa XV

OrHerpumB BCKoOYMI.

— PacckasbiBai no nopsgky!

— A yTpom ocmaTpuBana ee 1 gana en MakoBblX 3epeH, YTOObl HEMHOIO YCMOKOUTb, —
cbmBumnBo Havana lMenenuua. — A cendac 9 3arnsHyna K Hew B newlepy, a ee HeT! N cemeHa
nexart HeTpoHyThbie! A n B geTckon nobbiBana, 1y CTapenLlumH, HO ToNbKo Hurge ee HeT! OHa
ywrnia u3 nareps!

— KT0-HMByapb BUAen, kak oHa yxoauna?

— A ewe He cnpawwmBana. A cpasy npubexana k Tebe!



— HemeaneHHo oTnpaBnsain opyXeHOCLEB Ha NMOWCKU, BbISICHMU. ..

— CuHasa 3Be3ga He KOTeHOK! — pasgarncs cypoBbin rofioc bypaHa, KoTopbii, 3acnbliaB
npununtanmus MNMenenvubl, HeCNbILWHO Bowen B nanatky. — OHa mMorna yyuTtu B naTpynmpoBaHue.
BoamoxHO, oHa B3sna ¢ cobon Koro-Hubyab n3 BomHoB! — OH CTUCHYN 3y6bl, YTOOLI NOAaBUTb
3€BOK, W MPUHANCA yCTpanBaTbCs HA CBOEW NOACTUIIKE.

OrHerpuB HeyBepeHHO kMBHyN. BypaH roBopwun, kak Bcerga, pa3yMHoO, HO HY>XHO BbIfo
npoBepuThL ero crioea. YTpom CunHsaa 3ese3ga Obina B TaKkOM COCTOSIHUK, YTO fIErko Morna
cbexaTtb Kyaa rnasa rmagat! Yto ecnu en npuwwino B rofioBy oTnpaBnTbea B PeyHoe nnewms,
YTOObI HABECTUTbL CBOUX KOTAT?!

— Bo3moxHO, Mbl HanpacHo GecrnokomMcs, — ckasan oH lNenenuvue, cTapasicb CKpbITb CBOE
BOMHeHMe. — Ho Ha BCAKUIA Criydan HYXXHO nouckaTtb ee. [laBan y3HaeMm, He Buaen nu ee
KTO-HMOYOb.

BbibpaBLuMCh 13 newepbl, OH cpa3sy yBuaen TPOCTUHKY 1 Yronbka, KOTOpbIe OPYKECKU
BbINM3bIBaNu Apyr gpyra Bo3ne obyrneHHoro neHbka. OrHerpme nogowen énuxke, ckasarn, 4To
OOIMKEH CpoyHO yBuaeTb CuHIoo 3Be3ay, HO HMKaK He MOXET ee HanTu. OpyXeHocLbl C
rOTOBHOCTbIO COPBANMCb C MECTa U NOHECNNCh Pa3biCKMBATb NPeaBOAUTENBHULLY.

— £ noway, NocnpalunBato ocTanbHbIX, — ckasan OrHerpus Menenuue, KOTopas HK Ha Lwar He
oTcTaBana ot Hero. — Cx0xXy B OBpar, NOCMOTPIO, HE OCTanoch v Tam ee 3anaxa. [lymato, s ee
BbICTPO BbICNEXY!

Ha camom gene oH BoBce He Obin B 3TOM yBepeH. Moka oH cnan, HebGo 3aBONOKO Ty4amu, n
3amMopocun AoXAMK. YTo 1 roBopuTb, He Ny4lias noroga ans toro, 4tobbl BbiICNeanTb
Koro-Hmbyab no 3anaxy! OrHerpme 6bin yxxe y caMmoro Bbixoga, Korga BApYr 3aMeTun
BO3BpaLLaBLLumMxca ¢ oxoTbl [NecyaHyto bypto, benbiwa n byporo. Bce Tpoe BONoOYMNK nosiHble

NnacTn CBEXaTUHbI.

OrHerpvB NoHeccsa HaBCcTpedy nosuam, 1 Menenuua, npuxpamMbiBasi, 3aKOBbINANa 3a HAM
crnenom.

— Bbl He Bugenu Cunioto 3Be3ny? MNecuyanasa bypsa 6bicTpo npoeena s3blbkoM no rybam, ctmpas
3anax guuw.

— HerT. A yT10?
— Ona nponana! — nponsbixTena MNMenenuvua. NMecyaHasa bypsa xonogHo okpyrnuna rnasa.

— A Bbl Yero oxuganu? lNocne Toro, YTO OHa nepexuna 3TMM YTPOM, OHa BrorHe Morna yntu!



HaBepHoe, novyBcTBOBana, 4to nnems 6onblue He NOBUHYyeTCs el

OT0 6bINO HACTONBLKO MNOX0Xe Ha npasay, 4To OrHerpyB Aaxe pacTepsancs.

— Toraa nownwn obpaTtHo! — 3aBonHoBancsa benbiw. — MNMouwem, kyaa oHa morna ynuTtu!
— Cnacunbo! — pacrtporaHHo npo6opmotan OrHerpums.

Monogon koTuk nyctunca 6erom, a 4Boe BOMHOB MeIEHHO NocneaoBanu 3a HAM. Ha nonnyTu
BypbI ocTaHOBUACA U CKa3arn:

— He BonHyics, OrHerpms. A yBepeH, HUYEro NIOX0ro C HEW He Cry4mTCS.
3arto lNecyaHasa byps gaxe He ornsHynack B ero CTOPOHY.

OrHerpuB Tak ¥ 3acTblifl, YyBCTBYSl cebsi OQUHOKMM U HecyacTHbIM. BHe3anHo yxo ero o6aano
TENNbIM AblXaHWeM, 1 OH YCrblwan flackoBblii ronoc Menenuubi:

— He nepexwuBan, gypadok! NecyaHas bypsi He oTBepHynachk oT Tebs, YecTHoe crioso! Tebe
npuaeTcs CMUPUTLCS C TEM, YTO OHAa He Bcerda pasaensieT TBO€ MHEHUe, TONbKO U BCEro.

— W Tbl TOXXE He Bcerga nogaepkmBaellb MeHsi, — C ropedbto npowentan OrHerpus.

— Ho 4 Bcerga ocTaHyCb TBOMM APYroM, — C HEXHOCTbIO npoypyana lNenenvua. — U qa 3Halo,
YTO Thl cAenarn To, YTO cuMTan npaBurbHbIM. A Tenepb noraem, nonwem CuHowo 3sesay.

[eHb cMeHunca BedepoM, HO HUKTO Tak U He Hanan Ha cnej npeasoauTensHulbl. OrHerpms
npocneann ee nNyTb A0 BEPLUMHbI XOrMa, HO TYT HakpanbIBaoLWMA AOXANK NpeBpaTuscs B
nMBeEHb, N crnabbin apomat CrHen 3Be3abl OKOHYATENBHO YTOHYI B 3anaxe ropenbix BETBEN U
MOKpPOW nasion fIMCTBbI.

Houbto, He B cunax COMKHYTb rnas oT Tpesoru, OrHerpus BbI3Basncs CTOPOXUTb Nnarepb. JlyHa
y>Ke onyckanacb 3a JepeBbs, Korda OH 3aMeTUn Kakoe-To ABMXeHWEe B nanopoTHuKax. Bot
yracaroLunin NyHHbIW CBET BbIXBaTUN U3 TbMbl CEpebprCTO-Ccepyto Kowaybto CnvHy, 1 CUHSAs
3Be3aa, x1Basi U HeBpeaumas, ycTano Bbilwsa Ha nonsHy. Mokpas wkypa obnenvna ee
oToLlaBLLUee Terno, rofosa ycrano KnoHunacs K 3emne. Cenyac oHa nokasanacb OrHerpmy
COBCEM CTapoWn, N3My4eHHOWN 1 OMyCTOLWEHHON. He noMHsA cebst OT pagoCTh, OH KMHYICS K HER.

— CuHsa 3Be3ga, rae xe Tbl 6bina?! MpegsoanTensHuua nogHana ronosy,  OrHerpms eaBa He
3a0XHYICA OT cyacTbsl. Ee ycTtanble rmasa cMoTpenu BHMMATENbHO U SICHO, Kak Korga-To.

— Opelub, Kak KoporeBa, NoTepsiBllas KOTeHka! — HacMeLwnmBo nposopyvana CuHss 3se3na u
KMBHYINa rorioBov B CTOPOHY CBOeN netepsbl. — lMownu co mHon!



OrHerpmB METHYICH K Ky4e C €40, BbIXBATU OTTyAa COYHYHO MOMEBKY M nobexan Bcres 3a
cBoew npeasoguTenbHUuen. Faoe 6ol OHa HM Nponazana, cenyac en Hy>KHO Kak criegyet
nogkpenutbes! Korga oH 3arnsaHyn B nanatky, CuHas 3Be3na yxxe cuaena Ha CBoewn MOACTUIKe
N TWaTenNbHO BbiNM3biBana ncnadkaHHyto wepctky. OrHerpms xoTen nogbexarb 1 NoMoYb en,
HO He MocMert, NaMsaTys O TOM, KakK OHM paccTanucb B NnocrnegHui pas. HenoBko NoMsBLUMCE, OH
MONOXMWN BO3Me Hee CBOK NOMEBKY M, NOYTUTENBHO NOKMOHMBLUMCH, POBKO Cnpocun:

— Yro cnyyunocs, CuHasa 3esesna?
CuHaga 3Bes3aa BbITAHYNA LWeto, NOKPYyTUNa rofioBomr, HeLOBEPUYMBO MOHIOXana nonesky — n ¢
BHE3arnHo NPOCHYBLUUMCS rofioAoM XadHo Habpocunach Ha yroweHve 1 B ABa cyeTa

NOKOHYMINa C HUM.

— A xoauna 6ecenoBath co 3Be3AHbIM NneMeHem! — coobLumna oHa, 0bnmn3aHyB ¢ yCcoB
ocTaTKu efpl.

— K Bbicokon Ckane?! — He Beps cBouM ywwam, nepecnpocun OrHerpms. — OgHa?!
— PasymeeTtcs! C kakow cTat 9 CTaHy XO4UTb B CONPOBOXAEHUN npeaartenen?!
OrHerpumB NpornoTun ockoporneHne 1 TMX0 NPOroBOpwuI:

— Teoe nnems npegaHo Tebe, CuHas 3ee3na. Cpeaun Hac HET nNpeaarenen.

CuHsaa 3Be3ga ynpsiMo nokadarna ronosov n nostopuna: — A ogHa xoguna k Beicokon Ckane u
OecepoBana co 3Be3aHbIM NNEMEHEM.

— O yeM? — pacTepsiHHo cnpocun OrHerpue. — Tbl )Xe roBopuna, Y4To Gorblue He Xenaelb
3HaTbCs cO 3BE3AHbIM NrieMeHem! .

CTapaﬂ KOLUKa nowiesennnacb n cena.

— A 5 1 He cobupatock! A npuwna TpebosaTb oTyeTa! A xoTena cnpocuTb, 3a YTO OHM Tak
XKEeCTOKO nokapanu MeHsi, Nocre Toro Kak g CTONbKO NeT Bepon 1 NpaBaon Criyxurna um n
ncnonHsana ux sonto. A npuwna TpeboBaTtb OTYETa O TOM, YTO TBOPUTCS B necy!

OrHerpuB Tonbko rmasamu xnonan. Heyxenn CuHss 3se3ga nocmena 6pocuTb Bbi30B
MOTyLLECTBEHHbIM 3BE3AHbIM Npeakam?!

— A nerna Bo3ne JlyHHoro KamHsi, n 3Be3gHoe nnemsi SBUnocb ko MHe, — ropAenvBeo
npogomkana CuHsas 3eBe3ga. — Kak s 1 oxknagana, oHM He CMOITN HUYEro 06bACHUTb. HeT 1 He
MOXET ObITb HMKAKOro onpaBAaHns TOMY, Kak OHM CO MHOM oboLunuck! Ho 3aTo oHK ckasanu



MHe apyroe...
— Y7107 — npuasuHyncs 6nuxe OrHerpus.

— Ckasanu, 4to B nnecy o6ocHoBanock kakoe-1o nnxo. OHM HasbiBanu ero «csopa». OHu
ckasanu, 4To aTa «CBOpa» MOXET NPUHECTM B JTIEC HECTbIXaHHble 6eCTBUSA U Yepeay KpOBaBbIX
cMepTen.

— Ho yTto 370 3HaunT? — npowenTtan OrHerpue, 1 B AiyLle ero BrepBble NOAHSCA ponoT
npoTuB HeGecHoro BoMHCTBA. CKONbKO MOXHO MCnNbITbIBaThL po3oBoe nnemsi? Heyxenun mano
M CMepTeil U pa3opeHUsi, KOTopble MPUHECT B NeC CHavarna HaBoaHeHue, a NoTom noxap?!

— He 3Hato, — ycTano nokayana ronosow CuHas 3Be3ga.

— Ho mbl gomkHbl goragatbesa! — kpukHyn OrHerpus. — Bo3MOXHO, 3Be3Hble Npeaku
roBopunu o cobake? Het, cobaka He MOXET NPUYNHUTL CTONBKO 3Nna... YTo Takoe «cBopax»?
MoxeT BbITb...

To4HO, OHM roBopunK o nrnemeHn TeHen! Tobl Ke NOMHULLbL, 3Be3aoLan NOKNAMCA OTOMCTUTb
Ham! BO3MOXHO, OH 3agyman obbeamHuThes ¢ MNaTHucTon 3B8€3001M M HanacTb Ha Hac? —
HeyBepeHHO npobopmoTtan OrHerpmB. CNULIKOM TSXXENOo OblNo paccTaTbCsi C MbICMbIO O TOM,
4yTO 3BE3g0ouUan YCNOKOUCS U OTKasancst OT MbICIIY YHUYTOXNTb CBOE ObiBLLEE MAEMS.

— MoXeT ObITb, — paBHOAYLLHO oTo3Banacbk CuHaa 3ses3aa.

OrHerpuvB npuwypwvn rnasa. NovyemMy oHa gaxe He Xo4eT nogyMaTb Hag TeM, YTO CooOLWMIIo en
3Be3gHoe nnems?! Pasee npeaBoauTenbHMLIA MMEET NpaBo GpocaTh CBOe NnemMsi Ha NPoOu3Bor
cyabbbl?

— Hy>xHO 4TO-TO AenaTtb! — ropsiio BOCKNMKHYN OH. — Mbl JOMKHBI NOCNaTh A030PHbIX Ha
rpaHuLbl, HY>XHO HEMEANEHHO YBENMYNTL Natpynu! Hy>XHO BbICTaBUTb MOCTOSIHHYIO CTpaxy B

narepe...

BHesanHo oH noHsn, 4to CuHsas 3Besna He cnywaeT ero, 1 3amonyan. NpegsoautensHuua
3amepria Ha CBoeW NoACTUIKe, yCTPEMUB HEMOABWXKHbIA B30P HA CBOM Narnbi.

— CuHa4a 3ees3na?

I'IpenBonMTeanmu,a noaHsAna ronosy, rmasa ee nokas3alncb OFHerVIBy 6€3LI,OHHI:IMVI omMyTamMu
oTHaAHuA.

— 3auemM? — Xpunno crnpocuna oHa. — 3Be3gHOe Mrems ckasarno, 4To cMepTb bnuska.
UepHble cunbl 3anonoHUIM nec, 1 faxe 3Be34Hble BOMHbI HE MOryT ocTaHoBUTb nx! He moryT



NN He XOTAT, Kakad pa3HVILl,a! Mbil O6pel-IeHbI, OFHerVIB.

Opoxb npobexana no teny OrHerpuea. YUto ecnu CuHas 3Be3aa npasa, U 3Be34HbIe NPeaKn He
MOryT OTBPaTUTb HaABUralLWyCcs cMepTb? YepHoe oTyasHue, NornoTusLlee aylly
npeaBoOaAUTENbHULBI, 3aXIeCTHYNO ero, n OrHerpus NOYyBCTBOBAr, YTo TOHET. CuHAA 3Be3aa
npasa, [(po3oBoe nnemsi obpedeHo... B nocnegHMn MOMEHT OH BCTPSIXHYIT FONTOBOW U BblpBascs
13 TeMHOWN Be3aHbl.

— HeTt! — apocTHo 3apbivan OrHerpu. — A B 910 He Bepto! Mbl He 06peyeHbl Ha CMepTb, Noka
B HalIMX cepauax Xxuset Aobnectb 1 BEPHOCTb CBOEMY NrieMeHu!

— HobnecTtb? BepHocTb? — Hacmelwnmeo nepecnpocuna CuHasa 3sesga. — B 'po3oBom
nnemeHu?!

— Ha, CuHsaa 3sesga! — oteetnn OrHerpus, BMOXMB B 3TW CNoBa BCHO cuny cBoen Bepbl. — Hin
OOWH KOT PO30BOro NnemMeHn HUKoraa Aaxe He NombIWnan o npegatensctee! Kakoe-to Bpems
CuHaga 3Besga cMoTpena emy NpsiMO B rfia3a, HO NOTOM OTBEpPHYNach M ycTano ckasana:

— [enan, 4yto xo4eLlb! Bce paBHO yXe HUYero He U3MeHUTb... A Tenepb OCTaBb MEHS.

OrHerpuvB GbICTPO NONPOLLANcs U NONSATUIICS K BbIXOAY, HO TyT B3rNA4 €ro ynan Ha NIMCTOYeK C
MaKOBbIMW CEMeHaMK, KOTOPbIV eLle YyTpOM ocTasuna npegsoautensHuue MNMenenuua. OrHerpus
KMBHYN Ha NUCTOK K npowenTtan: — Cbellb MakoBble 3epHblwkn, CuHas 3se3ga. Tebe HyxeH
oTAbIX. YTPO Bevepa MmygpeHee.

OH yxBaTun NMCToK 3y6amm n oCTOPOXKHO NpuasuHyn ero kK CuHen 3ee3ge. Ta npe3putensHo
dbIpkHYNa 1 oTBepHynack, Ho ctouno OrHerpuBy BbINTH, Kak CuHAS 3Be3aa ObICTPO CKNoHUNa
ronoBy M CrM3Hyna cemMeHa.

Bbingsa Ha nonsHy, OrHerpue XopoLlEHbKO BCTPAXHYNCH, YTOObI cOpocuTb ¢ cebs negeHsawmnn
yXac, KOTOpbI HarHano Ha Hero NPopoYecTBo 3BE34HOrO NeMeHu. Jlanbl caMmy NOHECNN ero K
newepe Menenuupbl. OH JomkeH Bbln HEMEANEHHO COOBLWNTL LenuTenbHNLE O BO3BPALLEHNM
CwuHen 3Be3abl U nepegaTth en crioBa 3Be34HbIX NPEOKOB.

TonbKo Tenepb OH BCMOMHUIT, YTO eLle npoLusion nyHon MNenenvua nepeckasana eMy CBOW COH,
B KOTOPOM ObInin croBa «cBopa, cBopa, younsan, yomsam»!

masa XVI



Menenuua monya BbICMyLUana ero pacckas, Ho He cMmorna Huyero o6aBuTb Kk crioBaMm CuHen
3Be3abl. 3Be34HOE NNEMS He NOCbINano en HUKaKMX 3HaMeHui o 3ne, NocenuBLLEMCS B ECy.

— Pa3 3Be3gHble Npeakn ABaXKabl NOCNany Ham OfHO M TO XXe npeaynpexaeHue, 3HauuT, 3To
AENCTBUTENBHO BaXkHO! — mpoluenTana oHa, He CBOAS BCTPEBOXEHHbIX rna3 ¢ nuua OrHerpuBa.
— Ho noka mMbl MOXeM TONbKO CMOTPEeTb B 06a 1 xaats!

— Xopouuo yxe, 4to CuHAa 3Be3a BepHynach Liernon n HeBpeaMMon, — nonbiTancs
noabogputb ee OrHerpms, HO yTelleHne BbIwo crnabdoe. Ob6a GbInn CANLWKOM HanyraHbl
TANHCTBEHHOW 1 noka 6e3MOonBHOM yrpo30i, NpuTamBLUECA B Yalle nx nobumoro neca.

B TeyeHue crieaytowmx gHert OrHerpuB yBenuymun KonmM4ecTBo naTpynein, Ytobbl B criyyae
OMacHOCTM OHU CMOINN HEMeAJSIEHHO NpeaynpeanTs BOMHOB O HanageHun PevyHoro nnemenu
nnu nnemexmn TeHel. Tenepb B narepe eaBa XBaTano BOMHOB A1 OXOTbl U OXpaHbl rpaHuL, 1
OrHerpuB 4yTb He MonbICen OT TPEBOT U BOMHEHMI. Ha cMeHy AoXAsIM NpULLINK cyxue u
MOPO3Hble AHM, KaxKaoe YyTPOo 3eMIst NOKpbiBanach TOHKOW KOPKOM N3MOPO3W, a NIUCTbS AOXKAEM
cbinanucb C NoYepHEBLUNX BETBEW. 3akoHUYUICs nepunog BbiCTporo BO3poXaeHus neca, u oudb
CHOBa ucyesna.

OpHaxabl yTPOM, MPMMEPHO Yepes nonmMecsua nocne cTbivku ¢ nnemeHem Betpa, OrHerpms
NPUroTOBUIICA BbITU B NaTpynnpoBaHune rpaHuu, korga CuHasa 3sesga rpoMKO KpUKHyna eMy 13
cBOen newlepsbl:

— 1 cama nosegy paccBeTHbIN naTpynb!

— CwuHsaa 3Be3ga nosefeT natpynb? — ndymurcs benbiw. — BOT yX He gyman, 4To JOXMBY [0
aToro AHs! 3tak ckopo u exu nonetat! OrHerpyve NEroHbKO CTYKHYI LLYTHWKA MO YXY, XOTHA U cam
OblN HEe MeHbLLE OpYyXeHocLa YAMBMEH BHe3anHbIM pewweHnem CuHer 3Be3apl.

— lMoTtpyauck Bectn ceba Gonee yBaxntenbHO! — NPUKPUKHYI OH. — Tbl FOBOPULLb O CBOEW
npegsoauTenbHuue! Kpome Toro, HET HAYEro CMELLHOrO B Yyon 6onesHn. benbiw 4Tto-TO
HeJOoBOMbHO 3aBopyar, Ho OrHerpys 1 cnylwaTtb ero He ctan. BHesanHo ero oceHuno:

— Cnywan, benbiw, Tbl BeAb X04ellb CTaTb BOUHOM, BEpHO? — [loXXAaBLUNCL, MOKa KOTUK
ropsiyo 3akmBaet, OrHerpms NocoBeToBasn: — Torga BOCNONb3yncs criydaem u noctapancs
NpoM3BECTM Camoe xopoLllee BneyatneHne Ha Cunioto 3Be3ay. Monpobyem BKNOYNTL B NaTpyrb
eLe ogHoro opyxeHocua... Hy-ka, cberan 3a beictponanom!

Y Benblwa gaxe rnasa 3abnectenu ot Boctopra. CopBaBLUMCh C MECTA, OH KUHYMCA K nanartke
OPY>XEHOCLIEB.



OrHerpuvB NocMoTpen emy Bcre v NoBepHYNcs K cTosiBLLUeMY noogarns bypomy.

— Tbl He mor 6bl no3Bath [Jonroxsocta? — OH 3Han, YTO CBETNO-CEPbI BOpYYH ByaeT pag
BO3MOXXHOCTW NOXBACTaTbCA CBOMM OpyXeHocueM. — BoobLue-To OH JOMKEH naTh OXOTUTLCS,
HO Tbl BE€Alb HE OTKaXeLUbCS MOMEHATLCHA C HUM?

— KoHeuHo, OrHerpus! bygy paga.

BypbIi HbIpHYN B BOMHCKYHO NanaTtky U BCKope BepHyrncsa BMecTe ¢ [lonroxsoctoM. OpyXeHocLbl
NPUCOEAMHUITUCE K CBOMM HacTaBHMKaM, U BCE YETBEPO MOAOLLMM K cKarne, rae ux yxe oxuvagana
CuHsasa 3Besga.

— Tbl yBEpEH, 4TO BbiOpan HagexHbIx KoToB, OrHerpmMB? — edko cnpocura oHa u, He
A0Xnaasicb OTBETA, 3acCEMEHMNa K BbIXOAY U3 narepsi.

B rny6Gokoit 3agymunsocti OrHerpus Gexxan 3a cBoel npeaBoauTenbHULEN BAOMb FpaHuLbl C
PeuHbIM nnemeHeM. EMy ka3anoch, YTo BpeMsi MOBEPHYSIOCH BCMsSiTh, U OH CHOBA YyBCTBOBAI
cebs MonoabiM BOMHOM, CBOGOAHBIM OT rpy3a TPEBOI U OTBETCTBEHHOCTU. HO onaneHHbIN
NoOXapoMm fec Ha KaX4oM Luary HanoMvHam emy o TOM, YTO MPOLUSIoe BEPHYTb HEBO3MOXHO.

CorHue noaHANoch Hag pekow, M3MOPOo3b NoA KoladybMMKU NnanamMu Hadana noTUXOHbKY TasiTb,
1 TOMbKO Masble NUCTbS B TEHW OEePEeBbEB CyXO NOXPYCTbiBaNu npu kaxaom ware. Mo gopore
OrHerpuB HECKOIbKO pa3 NpOCKIT OPY>KEHOCLEB ONpeAenuTb Te UMK UHbIE 3BYKM U 3anaxu,
Hagesicb, YTO NpeaBoaANTENbHMLA 06PaTUT BHUMaHNE Ha OTNINYHYIO NOAroTOBKY OYAYLLMX
BOMHOB. Monoable KoTbl 0TBeYanu GbICTPO 1 yBEPEHHO, HO CUHSA 3Be3aa Aae ronoBbl He
noBepHyra B UX CTOPOHY.

Korna n3-3a AepeBbeB Nokasanacb peka, CvHas 3Be3ga ocTaHOBUNAach U 3aMepra, He CBoas
rnas c NnpoTMBOMONoXHoro Gepera.

— [ge-To Bbl cenyac? — npobopmoTana oHa Tak Tuxo, Yto OrHerpme egea Mor pasobpaTtb
cnoea. — Yto genaete?

OrHerpuBy He Hy>HO 6bIno 3arnsabiBaTh B €€ TOCKNMNBLIE rMa3a, YToObl MOHATb, O KOM OHa
aymaet! OH BbICTpO Nornsigen No CTOpoHaMm, xenas yoeamnTbesi, YTO HUKTO HE Chbllan ropbKnx
B300XOB NpeaBoamTenbHUUbl. K cyacTbio, OpyXeHOoCLbl 4eNoBUTO 0OHIOXMBANM GPOLLEHHYHO
HOPY BOASAHOWM KpbIChl, @ [LlONrOXBOCT, HE OTPbIBAsICL, crieann 3a Genkon, pesBsLLENCS B KPOHE
BbICOKOro AepeBsa.

MocTosB, CuHsa 3Be3na noBepHynach U, He CBOAS rMnas ¢ NpoTUBONONOXHOro 6epera, nobpena
BOOMNb rpaHuubl kK Harpetbim KamHsam. Bee 6b1n1o cnokorHo. Hukaknx cnegos PevHoro nnemeHu.



Bckope Bnepeaun nokasanuck rnagkue yctynbl Harpeteix KamHen. Ha nepsbivi B3rnsg oHu
BbIrMSiAENM NyCTbIHHBIMK, HO B cnegyowmii Mur OrHerpue 3ameTun KoLadnin Cunyar,
KapabkaroLminca Ha ckany ¢ NpOTUBOMNOSIOXKHOW CTOPOHbI AOSMHBbI.

OH 3amep, B3AbIOMB LIEPCTb Ha 3arpmBke. Maganeka oH He MOr pasnuMunTb LiBETa KOoLLavyben
LLUKYpbI, HO, Cyas MO yBEPEHHbLIM OBWKEHUAM, HAAMEHHOMY MOBOPOTY rONOBbI U FOPA0
NOOHATOMY XBOCTY, Ha KaMHsX cTodna cama NatHucTas 3Besna, npegsoanTernbHULa PeyHbIx
koTtoB!

ELe HeckonbKko KOTOB npucoeanHunuce K MNMatHnucTon 3sesae, u, NnpubnusmsLlumcb, OrHerpms
y3Han KamHs n YepHoro Korts.

— CuHsaa 3sesga! — ene cnblWHO NpoLwunnen oH. — Pe4YHble BOMHbI Ha Hawwux kKaMHsax! OH
noxonogen, nonmMae ee B3rMsa, yCTpeMNeHHbI Ha KamHs. B ee rmasax Obin He rHeB
nNpeaBOAMTENbHULIBI, 3aBUAEBLUEN HA CBOEN 3eMIle BPaXXeCKoro rrnawarasi, a 0eckoHe4yHas
HEXHOCTb KOpPOSeBbI, NOOYIOLENCS CBOUM MOAPOCLLUMM CbIHOYKOM!

CuHsaga 3Besga nogoluna onvke n ocTaHoBMIAaCh y cKarslbl, Ha KOTOPOW FOPAEnMBO
Bo3BbllLanace lNatHuctas 3ee3na. OrHerpyB nocrneaoBan 3a He.

— Y10 370 OHU cebe no3BonaT?! — pasgancs 3a ero CnNMHON BO3MYLLEHHbIN ronoc benbiwa.
— Harpetble KamHu Hawu!

OrHerpuB B3rmsi4oM npukasan eMmy 3amondatb, U benbiw nocnywHo otowen K beictponany u
HonroxsocTty. OrHerpmB BbICTYNWNM Briepen 1 Bctan Bosne CuHen 3se3abl.

— [o6poe yTpo, CuHAs 3Besnal — xnagHOKPOBHO NO3gopoBanach necrpas
npegsoauTenbHuua PeyHbix KoToB. — C 3axofa NyHbl 8 4OXMAACh 30eCb KOro-HnMbyab n3s
PO30BbIX BOMHOB, HO MHE 1 B rOfIOBY HE MOITO NPUNTK, YTO Thbl ABULLLCA Cloga COBCTBEHHON
nepcoHon! B ronoce ee 3By4arna nnoxo ckpbiTasi Hacmeluka, n OrHerpmB CMOPLUMIICH, Kak OT
6onun. OH 1 nogymaTb HE MOT, YTO KTO-HMOyAb 13 NpeaBoauTenen NoCMeeT OTKPbITO
HacmexaTtbcst Hag CuHen 3B8e3401 B MPUCYTCTBMM €€ BOUMHOB!

— Yro Thl 3geck genaewb? — cnpocuna CuHaga 3sesga. — Harpetble KamHu npuHagnexar
po3oBoMy nnemenn, — gobasmna oHa 6e3 ocobor yBepeHHOCTM B rofioce, CrIOBHO cama
COMHeBanachb B CBOMX CIlOBax, UNn e He npegasana UM ocoboro 3HavyeHus.

— Owwnbaewbcsa! — Harno 3asiBuna MNatHuctasn 3sesga. — Harpetble KamHum Beerga
npyHagnexanu Pe4HoMy nnemeHn, NpocTo Mbl KOraa-To paspewwmnm [po3oBbiM KoTam
0X0oTuTbCA Bo3ne Hux! CerogHst Mbl 6epem Hasag cBoe paspeLueHme 1 0ToMpaeM y Bac
Harpetble KamHu. BoT Tak, CuHss 3Bes3aa.

Ot 3noctu OFHerMB TakK pacnywun wepcTb, YTO CTall NOXOX Ha MEXOBOW wap. Hey)KeJ'IVI



MaTHucTas 3Be3na HageeTcs:, YTO OHKM 6e3 6os ycTynAT e cBoto 3emnio?! Pe3ko 06epHyBLUUCD,
OH MpoLuunnen:

— Beictponan! Tel cpean Hac cambl GbICTpbIA. Bern B narepb 1 NnpuBeam nogkpenneHue.
— Ho 4 xo4y cpaxatbcsa!l — 3anpoTectoBan opyeHocel,
— B Takom cnyyae tebe npmaerca noToponuTbCS.

OpyxeHocel co Bcex nan 6pocurncs B vawly. [NatHncTaa 3sesga nposogunia ero gonrmm
COLLYPEHHbIM B3rMNS40M, HE OCTaBMSABLUMM HUKAKMX COMHEHWUI B TOM, YTO OHa Aoraganach o
NPUYNHAX Takon cneLukn. Tenepb HY)XXHO Kak MOXXHO 4OrbLUe OTTSAHYTb Havyano OuTBbl.

— OTBnekun ee pasroopamun, — npowentan OrHerpus Ha yxo CuHen 3Be3ge. — bbicTponan
yxe nobexan 3a NOMOLLbHO.

— Y10 ckaxewb, CuHAs 3Be3na? — Oep3Ko KpUKHyna necrtpas npeasoautenbHiua. —
CornacHa? Tel Bo3Bpawaewb PeyHomy nnemenn Harpetble KamHn?

CuHsaga 3Be3ga He cpasy cobpanacb ¢ oTBeToM. [loka oHa Monyana, Bce HOBbl€ U HOBbIE
PeyHble KOTbl 3abMpanucb Ha BEPLUMHY CKarbl U BCTaBanu psgom CO CBOEWN
npeasoauTensHuuen. Y OrHerpuBa obopsanock cepgue, Korga oH yBUMAEN cpean HUX cepyto
wepcTtb Kpytoboka. OH nocMOTpen Ha Ceporo yBasbHS, U HECHACTHbIV BUA, Apyra sCHee BCAKMX
CNOB cKasasn eMy 0 TOM, 4TO YyBcTBOBan cenyac Kpytobok. A He xouy cpaxaTtbesi ¢ Bamu! —
Kpryanwu Kpyrnble xentble rnasa Kpytoboka.

— Hert, — ckasana HakoHeL, CuHsasa 3Besfa, 1 rorioc ee npossyYyan HeOXUOAHHO CMOKOWHO n
TBEpAO. — Harpetble KamHu npuHagnexat [po3oBoMy nremMeHun.

— Torga 1ebe npuaetcs cunon otBoeBaTb nx! — B3BbiNa lNaTtHucTas 3Be3ga.
3a cBoen cnuHon OrHerpus ycnbiwan ucnyraHHbii wenot [JonroxeocTa:

— OHu npeBpatAT Hac B naganb! B ToT e mur MNatHucTas 3ee3ga ¢ negeHawmMmM ayuly Boem
NpbIrHyNa ¢ BEPLUMHBI CKarbl NPSMO Ha NpeaBoavTenbHULY Mpo3oBbix KoToB. CLenmBLINCS,
KOLLKW C LUMNEeHneM nokatunuce no tpaese. OrHerpme 6pocuncst Ha NOMOoLLb CBOEN
npeaBoanTenbHULE, HO, NMpexae YeM OH ycnen gobexartb 40 Hee, KaKOW-TO BOUH C pa3Maxy
yaapwun ero B 60k, cBanun ¢ nan v snuncsa 3ybamu B nne4vo. OrHerpme B GeleHCTBE yaapun
Bpara 3agHMMK fnanamm B XMBOT M MOSIOCHYI KOrTsiMK No ropny. [Nonocarbin KoTulle ¢ BoeM
OTLLATHYNCA W1 pasxan nanbl.

OrHerpuB GbICTpO ornagencs, uwa rmasamm CuHioo 3Be3fy, HO ee Hurge He obino BuaHo. OH
3ameTun [JonroxeocTa, CpaXkaBLUErocsl B CamMoW ryllie HacegatLmx Bparos, U xoten 6pocutbcs



eMy Ha NoMOLLb, KOrda BAPYr YBUAEN U3roToBMBLUErocst K NpbikKy YepHoro Korts. OrHerpue
NOBKO OTMPLIFHYM B CTOPOHY, @ KOrAa NPOTUBHMK HEYKIHOXKE LUMENHYNCS Ha 3eMSIH0, BCKOUMIT eMy
Ha CMMHY 1 CBUPENO YKyCuI 3a yxo. BonH otyasiHHO 3aburncsa Ha 3emne, NbiTasicb BbIpBaTbCS U3
korten OrHerpvBa, HO eiBa TOT 3aHec nany, 4Tobbl kak cneayeT LapanHyTb Bpara rno crvHe, Kak
c3aau KTO-TO yaapun rnawaras v onpokuHyn Ha 3emnto. OcnenneHHbiin 6onbio, OrHerpme
MOYyBCTBOBAI, Kak YbU-TO OCTpble 3yObl BNMBAKOTCS EMY B XBOCT.

«[onroxsocT 6bin npaB! — cMyTHO NpoHecnoch B rofioBe. — OHM NOPBYT Hac Ha YacTu!»

po3oBble KOTbl 6e3HaaexHOo ycTynanu Bparam rno YMCNeHHOCTU, N Aaxe ecnu bl y
BeicTponana 6binu Kpbinbs, OH He ycnen 6bl BOBpeMsi npuBecTn nogmory. MNoka npubyaet
nogkpenneHne, 4eTBepo NaTpyrbHbIX BO rMase C npeasoavTenbHuuen yayT youTsl unm
obpalleHbl B 6ercteo, a Harpetble KamHu nepengyT k PeyHomy nnemeHu!

OrHerpuvB yxoM 13BMBarcs Ha 3emne, nbiTasicb 3y6amu unm korramm gobpartbes 4o Bpara.
BHe3anHo NpoTUBHMKA CNOBHO BETPOM cayno, u OrHerpuB novyBCTBOBAS, YTO fanbl €ro CHoBa
cBo6oaHbl. OH Bckounn v yBuaen benbiwa, oTBaXKHO NoBucLLero Ha cnuHe y YepHoro Korts.
Knoubsi YepHoW LepcTy Tak 1 pasneTanuck nog 6e3anocTHbIMK KOrTsIMU OpYy’>KeHocLa,
HeucToBoe nnamsi GUTBbI Nnsicano B ero ronyobix rnasax. YepHoit Korotb, Bost oT 60nu u
cTpaxa, BCTan Ha 3agHue nanbl, HO Tak 1 He cymen cbpocuTb ¢ cebs Bpara.

— nagu, OrHerpue! — B ynoeHun HagpbiBancd benbiw. — [enan, kak 1 — 3710 npocTo!

OrHerpuB He cTan TpaTuTb BpeMeHu Ha pa3roBopbl. OH KPUKHYN 4TO-TO 06uaHoe Benen,
yreneTbiBaloLLeMy BpaXKeCKoMy BOMHY 1 Gpocurics B LUMMsILLEE KoLavybe Mope, 06CTynmBLIee
HonroxsocTa. OH kak pa3 cTackvMBarn co CMUHbI TOBapuLLa Kakoro-To oToueaBLLerocsi Pe4yHoro
KOTa, korga, NOAHSIB rofioBy, BHe3arnHo yBMAEN BbICKOYMBLLErO U3 KycToB Byporo.

OrHerpvB U3ymneHHo BbiTapalun rnasa n nocnan 6eamoneHyto 6narogapHocTe 3Be34HOMY
nnemeHn. Bugnmo, BeicTponan HaTKHYNCst Ha OXOTHUYMIA OTPSA4 U Nocnan ero K Mmecty 6utsbi!

— lae CuHsas 3Be3ga? — GbicTpo cnpocun bypbin.
— He 3Hato.

Bocnonb3oBaBLlumMch nepeabiikon, OrHerpue 6bICTPO ornsigencst B novckax
npeasoauTenbHULbl. Ee no-npexHemy He ObiNo BUAHO, 3aTO B HECKOMNbKUX LIarax ot cebsi oH
yBugen MNaTHUCTyto 3Be3ay, CTOSILLYH MUMLOM K 1LY C rpo3HbIM BypaHom.

[lonroxBocCT C TPyAOM NOAHANCS C 3eMNU U, 3aablxasiCb, NpuBanuncs k ckane. Kposb pyyYeinkom
6exana 13 ero pacce4eHHoro nba, Ha 6okax BUAHENUCH MHOMOUUCIIEHHBIE NMPOMMELLMHBI, HO
rybbl KpUBUNKCH B yrpoXatoLLem ockarne, 1, eaBa nepeseasi AyX, BOVH CHOBa Gpocuncs B ryLly
6uTBbl. BypbIil nocnenosan 3a HAM. OrHerpuB NOBEPHYNCS, YTOBbI KMHYTbCA B 601, HO BAPYT



ycribilwan rpoMKUN, OTHasHHBIN KPUK:
— OrHerpus! OrHerpus!

OH 06€pHyJ'ICF| nysuaoen prTO6OKa, cnpAauiero Ha camMmoMm Kpatro ckarbl. B rmasax apyra
3aCTbl10 CTpaHHOE, 3aTpaBlieHHOE BblpaXXeHne.

— WNawn croga! Ckopee! Ha mur OrHerpue 3akonebancs. «A Bgpyr 9To NOByLIKa?» —
npoHecnoch B ronioBe. Ho TyT e OH yCTblanncsa cobcTBEHHbIX Mbicrien. KpyTobok naberaet
BCTpeYaTbCHA C HUM B OTKPbITOM 6010, HO OH HecnocobeH Ha nognocte! OrHerpme nogdexan K
rmagKoMy CKITOHY CKarnbl, Ha koTopon cuaen KpyTobok.

— B uem geno?
— apun! — npowenTtan KpyToboK, KnBas Kyga-To Ha OpYryto CTOPOHY KaMHS.

OrHerpuvB BbITSIHYN LUE W 3arnsiHyn 3a BbICTYN BanyHa. 34ecb ckana obpbiBanach KpyTbiM
YCTYMOM W 3aKaH4MBanacbh y3KOW pacLuenvHon. B Hel, npamo nog nanamu OrHerpuea,
ckopuunacb CuHasa 3eesga. Lepctb ee Obina BCKNokodeHa, U3 nreda crekana KpoBb. 1o
obenm CTopoHaM pacLuenuHbl, oTpesas NyTb K cnaceHuto, ctosann KameHbs 1 Hesungnmka.

Mmawartan Pe4yHoro nnemeHn sipoCcTHO pasmaxmBar KorTucTon nanon nepeg Hocom CuHemn
3Be3apbl.

— Bawumwarica! — pblyan oH. — 3awuiancs unu, KNaHycb 3Be3aHbiM nreMeHeMm, s yobto
Tebsa! C gpyron CTopoHbl paclennHbl K CuHen 3eesge nonsna Heemanmka v wnnena, kak amest:

— Mo4vemy Thbl He 3awmLaeLwbea? bonwbesa cpa3nTbca ¢ HaMK?!

CuHsis 3Be3na He weBenuniach U NULLb BepTerna rofioBon, NepeBoas B3rns ¢ rnawiatas Ha
BouTenbHULy. Co cBoero mecta OrHerpuB He MOr PacCMOTPETb BblpaXXeHWst ee nuua, HO 3Han,
yTto CuHsAA 3Be3da HMKorga He NOgHUMET fany Ha CBOMX 0B6OXaeMbIX OETEN.

— A gomxkeH 6bin no3eaTh Tebsa! — npowentan Kpytobok Ha yxo OrHerpusy. — Tenepb MeHs
Ha30BYT npegartenem, HO 9 He Mory No3BonuTb UM youts CuHtoto 3sesny! OrHerpus ¢
GnarogapHocTblo nocMoTpern Ha gpyra. KpyTobok gaxe He goragbiBarncst 0 TOM, Kakasi CBS3b
cywectsyeT mexay CuHen 3B8e3001n 1 3TUMK AByMS KoTamu! BeixoguT, UM pykoBoauna He
XanocTtb, a NpegaHHOCTb bbiBLLEN NnpegBoanTernbHuLe!

Ho cenvac y OrHerpmea He Gblf1I0 BpeMEHM pa3MbIlWIATb Had NPEBPATHOCTSMU KOLLAaYyben
BepHocTU. HyxHo 6bino cnacate CuHioto 3Be3ay! PasbsipeHHble PeyHble BOMHbI noacTynanu
BCe Gnumxe, nx ocKkaneHHble 3yObl cBepKanu, WepcTb CTosna AblOOM OT BO3MYLLEHMS.



— Kak Tbl cMeelwb Ha3biBaTb cebst npeasoauTensHuuen?! — HagpbiBancsa KameHb. — Noyemy
Thl HE Cpaxaelbca?!

OH 3aHec nany, rotoesicb ygaputb CuHioo 3Be3ay no nnedvy, Ho OrHerpme okasarncsa obicTpee.
OH cnpbIrHyn co ckanbl U, NPU3EMANBLUNCE NPAMO Ha CnMHY KaMHI0, OTTONKHYN ero ot CBOen
npeaBoanTenbHNMLbL. TyT Xe C NPOTUBOMOSOXHON CTOPOHbI pa3garncs rpo3HbIv BONSb, U B

BO34YyX BSMETHYIMNCb OCTPbIE KOI'TA Hesngmmkn.

— OcrtaHoBuck! — B oT4asHuKM 3akpudan OrHerpus. — He cmenTe Tporatb CuHioo 3se3ay!
OHa Bawa matb!

Mmasa XVII

Hanapgatowime 3amepnu, BbiTapallmB Ha HEro oanHaKoBble ronybble rmasa. — YTo Thl
bonTtaewb? — nepsbiM Npuen B ceds KameHb. — Hawwen matepbto Obina Jlyxuual

— Her, BbicnyLwanm meHs...
OrHerpuB otTecHun CuHioo 3Be3gy K KaMHIO 1 3aropogun ee cBomm Tenom. C gpyron CTOpPOHbI
cKarnbl 4O HEro JOHOCUICS WYM OTYasHHOM BUTBbLI, HO Aaxe ApPOCTb 60 oTCTynMna nepea

CTOJIKHOBEHMEeM Ha AHe pacCLUeSInHbI.

— CuHaa 3eesaga poauna Bac B [po3oBomM nnemeHun, — 3arosopun OrHerpms. — Ho oHa He
mMorna BblpacTutb Bac! N Torga Baw otey, XKenyab, 3abpan Bac B CBOe Nnems.

— 41 He Bepro! — yrpoxatoLe owlepunca KameHb. — 31O noxb!
— Mopgoxan! — octaHoBuna ero Hesmanmka. — OrHerpmB HUKOrga He JKeT.

— OTkyaa Tbl 3HaeLWwb? — HanycTuncsa Ha Hee 6pat. — OH n3 po3osoro nnemenu! C kakon
cTaTu Mbl AOIMKHbI eMy A0BEPATH?!

C aTMuK crnioBamm OH BbINyCTMI KOITM U WwarHyn k OrHerpuey. ToT Hanpy>XuHuncs,
NPUrOTOBMBLUMCL OTPa3nTb HanageHue, Ho Bapyr CuHss 3Be3aa BbiCKONb3HyNa 13-3a CrvHbI
CBOETO rraLlarasi U CKroHuna ronoBy nepes Pe4yHbiMK BOMHaAMW.



— KoTaTtkn moun, KOTATKK... — 3a6opMOTana OHa, ¢ 6ECKOHEYHON HEXHOCTLIO map4a Ha HUX. —
AX, Kaknmm KpacuBbiMA N CUITbHBbIMX BOMHAMU Bbl cranu! A Tak rOpP>XyCb BaMMW...

KameHb nepernsHyncs ¢ HeBugmmkon n CMyLLEHHO MOLLEeBENU ycaMu.

— OcraBbTe ee, — Tuxo Benen OrHerpus. BHe3anHo Haf ronoBon y HEro pasaancst rPOMKUN,
oT4asiHHbIN Kpuk KpyToboka: — OrHerpus! NocmoTpu HaBepx!

OrHerpuB GbICTPO BCKUHYI rOMOBY U yBUAEN NOAKPaAbIBAKOLLYOCS K HEMY CcBepXY [1aTHUCTYIO
3Be3ny. MNMpeaynpexaeHne Kpytoboka Nno3Bonuno emy BOBpEMS OTMNPbITHYTb, TaK YTO ASNIMHHbIE
KOrT1 NpeaBoAnTENbHULLI NNLWb Crierka uapanHynu ero no nnedy. luna ot apoctu, MNMatHuctas
3Be3ga knHynacbk Ha OrHerpuvBea u ceanuna ero Ha 3emnto.

MNepeaHumn nanamu OrHerpuB BLENUIICSA NpeaBOAUTENbHULE B LLED, HO TYT Xe Aukas 6onb
NoocHyna ero no Xuesoty — 370 lMaTHMCTan 3Besna ¢ cunov yaapuna ero CBOMMu CUIbHbIMU
3agHuMK nanamu. OcnenneHHbli 6onbio, OrHerpmMB CyqopOXHO PBAHYICH, HO XKYTKME KOrTU
elle rnyGxe BOH3MNUCL B ero koxy. Kakoe-To Bpemsi oH Buaen nepen cobon nuiub
HEHaBWCTHYO NECTPYIO LLKYPY U Ha4arn 3agbixaTbCsl, pacnnacTaHHbI Nog TSXKECTbIO MOryyen
NPOTUBHULLbI.

BHesanHo MNsATHUCTas 3Be3aa OTKMHya ronosy, U Kort OrHerprea COCKOMNb3HYMU C ee LUEW.
HaBswas TskecTb ucyeana, u OrHerpus, Koe-kak NOAHSIBLUMCH Ha Nanbl, NpUBanucs K ckane,
OXWaasi HOBOro yaapa. YcTano noBepHyB rofoBy, OH TYMO MOCMOTPEN Ha XNeLyLLyo 13 nanbl
KpoBb. BriepBble B M3HW OH NMOYYBCTBOBAr, YTO 3TOM GUTBLI MY HE BbIUrpaThb.

OH nounckan rmasamu CuHioo 3Be3qy, HO B pacLienuHe He 6bino HU ee, HU KamHs ¢
Hesunanmkon. Onyctue B3rnsag, OrHerpme yBuaen y CBOMX HOr npeasoantenbHuuy PevHoro
nnemeHn. OHa nexana Ha 60Ky, 3anMTas KpoBbHO OT LUEN 1 40 CaMOro XBOCTa, U TSHKENo
Abiwana. MNpamo Haa Hel, Npyknmas ee nanamm K 3emne, ctosn Kpytobok.

— A c Tobon pacnpasntocb, — BHe cebsi OT SpocTM Xpunena npeasognTenbHuua. — A Bce
cnolwanal Tel npegynpeaun ero!

KpyTobok oTnycTun ee n Mmon4ya otowlen B CTOPOHY.
— MpocTtn, MatHuctasa 3sesga! OrHerpue MOKW APYr, 1 HE MOT MOCTYNUTb NHaYe.

MatHucTas 3Be3ga CTpsxHyna Kanam KpoBM CO CBOEWN POCKOLLUHOW LLUEPCTU N C HEHABUCTbBIO
nocmoTperna Ha ceporo BovHa.

— Tenepb s BUXY, YTO He owmbnack B Tebe, KpyTobok! — no-amenHomy 3awumnena oHa. — Tl
HUKoraa He 6bin BepeH PeyHomy nnemeHun. YTo X, S npegocTasnto Tebe nocneaHow
BO3MOXHOCTb [10Ka3aTb CBOK MpeaaHHOCTb. Minu Tbl HeMeaneHHo Hanaaelwb Ha OrHerpuea,



nnn A cerogHA e BblLLBbIPHY Tebs 13 cBoero nnemeHu!

KpyTobok B pacTepaHHOCTM yCcTaBuncsa Ha Hee, a OrHerpus 3atamn gpixaHve. Heyxenm
MatHucTas 3Be3ga cobunpaetcs 3actaBuTb KpyToboka cpaxaTtbes ¢ 6bIBLUIMM CONSIEMEHHUKOM?
OH 3Han, 4To cam HuKorga He cmor 6bl NOAHATL Nany Ha Toro, ¢ keM Obin CBA3aH y3amu
niemMeHHOn BepHOCTU, TeM Boree Ha cBoero nyywero gpyra!

— Hy? — npoueguna lNatHuctasa 3sesga. — Yero Tobl xaewwb?

KpyTo6ok nogHsin Ha OrHerpmBa cTpaganbvyeckme XenTble rasuy 1 nevansHO NoHYpun
ronosy.

— MpocTtun, MatHuctasa 3sesga. A He mory. [lena co MHOM Bce, YTO 3axoyellb. Mo Xn3Hb B
TBOEWN BracTu.

— Yt0 3axouy? — numuo MNatHucTon 3Be3abl nckasunock dewweHcTsoM. — [la s Bbluapanato
Tebe rnasa u BbIrOHIO B Nlec, YToObI Thbl cTan nerkon goobiyen ronogHblx nuc! Mpepatens! A...

OT4asiHHbIV BOW, pa3gaBLUNACA U3-3a cKarnbl, 3arnyLmn noTok ee yrpo3. OrHerpms NOAHSAN
rofioBy, roToBbI BpocuTbes B 601, 1 NPUPOC K MECTY, HE Beps CBOUM rnasam. Llenasi Bepenuua
po30BbIX KOTOB cnelunna eMmy Ha BbIpyyky! OH yBuaen Knctouky, Yactokona, lNecyaryto Bypio
n [bima, a no3agun Bcex pasrmsaaen boictponana v ewe ABomnx opyxxeHocues. NMomoLlb npuwina,
M NpuvLna Kak Henb3sa ketaTtu!

MaTHUcTas 3Be3fa nokocunack HaBepx — U Gbina TakoBa. [PO30Bble BOMHbLI MOrHANMUCL 3a HeMn,
ornawsas nec ucctynneHHsiMu Bonnsmu. OrHerpus ¢ KpyTob6okom ocTanuch ogHu.

— Cnacunbo! — nocne HenoBkoro Monyanuns Bolgasunn OrHerpums.

KpyTo6ok B3goxHyn v nogotuen 6nmke. Tonbko Tenepb OrHerpue 3ameTun, YTo Apyr crnerka
npuxpambIBaeT, a ero ToncTas wyba nopeaHa B HECKONbKMX MECTax W ryCTo npuropoLleHa
NbISbHo.

— OHa He ocTaBuna MHe Bblbopa, — npollenTan oH. — A He MOry NogHATb Ha Tebda nany.

OrHerpuB ¢ TpyAoM NOAHANCS C 3€MNU U BCTPSAXHYNCH. B ronose ero cnerka nposiCHUI0Ch, OH
MOHSAS, YTO 3BYKM OMTBbI TAlOT BAANN U TPEBOXHAsA TULLMHA BouapsieTca Hag HarpeTtbivu
KamMHaMM, Weapo nonmTbiMU KoLladben KPOBbIO.

— Mownun. Hago nornaaets, 4To TaM Takoe. OH noBepHyrncs u nobpen BAoMb pacLlenuvHbl,
4yBCTBYS c3aau yctanbivi TonoT Kpytoboka. BeiGpaBLUMCh Ha OTKPbITOE NPOCTPAHCTBO,
OrHerpuB yBuaen, kak PeyHble BOMHLI YENeTbIBAOT BHN3 MO CKITOHY K peke. YepHbin Korotb
nepBbIM KMHYNCS B BOAY M ObICTPO NONMbIN K NPOTUBOMNONOXHOMY Gepery.



Henopaneky ot Hero ctosinu Bypebii 1 Necyanasa Byps, octanbHblie p030BblE KOTbI B30Opanunch
Ha BEPXYLUKM OTBOEBAHHbIX CKan U C TOPXXeCTBOM Habnoganu 3a 6erctBoM NpoTMBHMKA. benbiw
3anpoKMHYI rofoBy U 3anNnxBaTCcKun 3asepeLuan secreq 6erywmm.

CuHaa 3Be3ga 6exana 3a OTCTynaroLWUMmM NoYTU 40 CaMOW FpaHuLbl, HO, NPUIMSAEBLUNCD,
OrHerpuB ¢ pasgpaxeHueM NoHsaM, YTo NpeaBoanTenbHULA He npecrneayeT Bpara, a NnpoBoXaeT
KamHa ¢ Hesnagnmkon.

— lMNocTonTe, getkn! — xanobHo Kpuyana oHa um Bcred. — Tenepb Bbl 3HaeTe npaegy! Mol
OOMKHbI noroBopuTb! Bl ByaeTe xenaHHbIMK rocTsiMy B MoeM narepe! A npykaxy cBoMM
BOMHaM NPOBOXaTb Bac NpsiMo KO MHe B newepy! Mbl Bygem BnaeTbCcsi 4acto-4acTo, ...

Ho o6a BouHa, He ornsgpiBasicb, 6exanu k peke. Boane camon kpomku Bogbl KameHb
obepHyncsa n 3no npoueann:

— OcrtaBb Hac B nokoe! Tbl HAM He MaTb, Mbl TEOSI 3HaTb HE XOTUM!

MocnegHen rpaHuly nepectynuna MNatHucTaa 3sesaa.

— apguTe! — npolwwmnnena oHa 1 B3MaxoM XBOCTa yka3ana cBoum BovHaM Ha KpyTtoboka,
KOTOpLIN BCe eLle cTosn Bo3ne OrHerpuea. — Ecnu Gbl He 9TOT n3mMeHHuK, Harpetble KamHu
ocTanuck 6bl 3a Hamu! A nsroHso ero n3 PeyHoro nnemeHu! JlioGoi, KTO NOMMAaeT ero Ha Hallewn
TeppuTOpUKN, UMEET NONHOE NpaBo YouTb npegatens! U, He goxungasch oTBeTa, OHa
noBepHynach 1 BbICTPO 3aKOBbINANA BHU3 MO CKIOHY K peke.

KpyTo6ok npomonyan. MNoHypuB ronosy, OH HEMOABWXXHO CTOSIN BO3Me CKarbl.

MecuaHas byps nepson npubnuaunack k OrHerpusy.

— Y10 TYT Yy Bac cTpsAcnock? — cnpocuna oHa. — Yto onatb HatBopun KpyTto6ok? U ¢ yero aTto
MatHucTas 3Be3ga 6ecutes, kak bonbHasa nucnua?! — N3 pasogpaHHOro nreya y Hee couunacbh
KPOBb, HO 3ereHbIe rnasa Tak U CBETUNUCh OT NobonbITCTBA.

OrHerpuBy O4eHb XOTENOChb NOCKOPEE BEPHYTLCS B Nnarepb, 3abpatbCcs B NeLlepy u,
npwxasLLMCb K TennomMy 6oky NecyaHon bypwu, Bbinuaatbest U nobonTtatb 060 BCEM, UTO
cnyynnock. Ho noka oH He Mor aToro caenaTtb.

— KpyTo60k cnac MHe *U3Hb, — CyX0 OTBETMN OH. — OH cTawumn ¢ MeHs MNsTHUCTY0 3BE3ay.

— Bot no4yemy OHa BblrHana ero! — 3aQyM4nBO KMBHYIa MecyaHas Bypﬂ N, NOBEpPHYB rorioBKY,
nocMoTpena Bcnen ynnbiBalowmm PeyHbIM KOTaMm.



Motom CO4YBCTBEHHO nornagerna Ha prTO6OKa. — W yt0 Xe TbI TeENEepb 6y[],eLLIb nenarb?

BHesanHo OrHerpus novyBCTBOBAN NPUNMB NuKytowen pagoctu. Kak 661 KpyTobok Hy nobun
CBOUX AeTen, Tenepb eMy HET JOPOrn Hasad, a 3Ha4ynT, OH MOXET BepHyTbCs gomon! Ho ata
pagocTb TYT Xe ncdesna, v B xumeoTte y OrHerpusa BHOBb noxonogeno ot ctpaxa. OH He uven
npasa pewatb cyabby Kpytoboka. Uto ecnu Cunasa 3ee3ga senut KpyToboky Bo3BpalLaThCs B
OTBEprHyBLUee ero nnema? M 3axoTsaT v octanbHble BOMHbI NPUHATL 06paTHO GbiBLUErO
ToBapuia?

OrxerpuB nouckan rnasamu CuHow 3Be3ay, yBUAEN, YTO OHa TsKENo KkapabkaeTcsi BBEPX MO
CKITOHY, 1 nobexan en HaBCTpeuYy.

— CuHssa 3Be3ga... NpeagsoguTenbHMLA NOgHANA FONOBY, M OH NPOYEn B ee rnasax
©ecnomMoLLHOe HeaoyMEHME.

— OHu HeHaBuaaT mens, OrHerpus! OrHerpms nevanbHO oTBeN B3mMsAg. [epexueasd 3a cygboby
KpyTtoboka, oH coBcem no3abbin 0 CTpagaHusax CBOEW NpeaBoanTenbHNULbI!

— MHe Tak xanb, CuHsa 3Be3ga! — npowenTan oH. — HaBepHoe, s He AoMmKeH Obln roBOpUTh
nm.

Ho a He cmor npuaymaTtb HU4ero ny4ile!

— Tbl npaBunbHO nocTynun, OrHerpus! — nokavana ronoson CuHsAs 3Be3fa u, K U3yMIeHnto
OrHerpuBa, n1ackoBo NM3Hyna ero B nne4o. — A Bcerga xoTena, Ytobbl OHK y3Hanu... Bot
TONMbKO HE Aymara, YTO OHU BO3HEHABUAST MeHS 3a To, YTo st caenanal — OHa ucnyctuna
NPOTSHKHBIV B3A0OX U ckasana: — Y7o X, nopa Bo3BpaLlaTbCs B narepsb.

Cynsa no Bcemy, CnHsaa 3Be3ga He UcnbiTbiBana HUKaKkon pagoCcTn OTTOro, YTo pO30BLIM KOTaMm
yAanoch B OTKPbITOM OO0 OTCTOATb CBOE NpaBo Ha Harpetbie KamHu. MpnbnmsmeLincs K
cobpasLlmmca BonHam, CuHAs 3Besaa Aaxe He nogymana nosgpasuTb UX C ogepKaHHON
nobepnon. Bce ee Mmbicnu ObinNM NOrNoLLEeHbl KOTATaMM.

OrHerpuB oborHan npegeoguTenbH1LY U NOAOLLEN K CBOUM BOMHAM.

— Tl Monogeu! — ckasan oH benbiwy, Korga 6enoCHEXHbIN OpY>XEHOCEL, CNPbIFHYS CO cKasbl U
NPU3eMnurcsa Boane CBoOero HactaBHuka. — CerogHs Tbl cpaXkancsl, Kak MICTUHHbIN BouH! Bce
nokasanu cebs HacToswmmmM PO30BbIMK KOTamMmn! — NOBLICMB rofnoc, 4o6aBmn OH, YToObI
3arnagnTtb pasHogywune CuHen 3se3abl. — Mbl ¢ CuHen 3Be3on ropaMmcs Bamu.

— 3Be3gHoe nnemsi NoMorno Ham nporHaTth Bpara! — ckasan Bypblii.

— Bort rnynoctu! Mbl camn cebe nomornu! — 3anane4nBo KpukHyn benbiw. — Pa3se He Mbl



cpaxanucb, Kak TVIprI? UTto-To A He BMAaen panoom C coboi HMKaKnNX 3Be34HbIX BOMHOB!

CuHsia 3Be3aa NoBepHyra ronosy W, NPULLYPUBLLMCH, MOCMOTPENa Ha AeP3KOro opyxeHocua.
OrHerpus oxwuaan, 4YTo npeaBoanTeNbHNLIA OOEPHET €ro, HO B NiLE ee He ObINo U TeHW rHeBa.
CuHsia 3Be3na 3aayMyvBO KMBHYMa 1 NpomMonyarna.

BowHbl Hayanu cobupaTbcs BMECTe, roTOBACH OTNPaBUTLCA B 0OpaTHbIN NyTb, 1 OrHerpme
MOHSAM, YTO HacTasno Bpems pewunTtb cyabdy Kpytoboka.

— CuHsasa 3Be3ga, — B3BOSIHOBAHHO 3aroBopun oH. — CmMoTpu, 3geck Kpytobok. CuHsasa 3eesga
paccesHHO nornsaena Kyaa-To CKBo3b Ceporo BouHa. Ha kakon-1o mur OrHerpmBy nokasanochb,
YTO pacCyAoK BHOBb M3MEHUIT NPeaBoAUTENbHULIE, M OHA ye 3abbina, 4To KpyTobok koraa-To
nokuaan ee nnems.

3aTo 06 3TOM NpeKpacHO NOMHUMM OcTarbHble. YacToKon pelumTernbHO NPOTUCHYICS CKBO3b
TOMNMNy BOMHOB 1 OCTaHOBUIICSt HanpoTue KpyToboka.

— YBupancs ¢ Hawen 3eMnu! — psiBKHyN oH 1 gobasun, obpallasicb kK npegBoanTenbHULE: —
Xoyellb, A BbILWBbLIPHY €ro npoyb?

— He Ttoponunce, — Benena CunHas 3Be3aa, 1 B ronoce ee npo3syyarn cnabbii Hamek Ha Gbinyto
BNacTHocTb. — Y70 Nponcxogut, OrHerpme?

OrHerpuB pacckasan, kak Kpytobok cHavana npegynpeaus ero o HanageHun MNartHmucTon
3Be3abl, a NOTOM crnac OT CMeEpPTW.

— OH nepBbInt yBUAaen, 4to KameHb ¢ HeBuanmkon Hananu Ha 1ebs, n cpasy no3sasn MeHs Ha
nomoLlb, — AobaBmn oH. — A 06sa3aH emy XusHbto, CuHaa 3eesga. MNoxanyncrta, paspewmn
KpyToboky BepHyTbCs B [po3oBoe nnems!

KpyTobok c 3aTaeHHOM Hagexaom NOCMOTPEr Ha CBOK ObIBLUYHO NPeABOAUTENbHULLY, HO He
ycnena CuHasa 3Be3fa n pTa packpbiTb, Kak YacToKon CHOBa BbICKOYMI BNEpPEA.

— OH no ceoelt Bore NokuHyn Mpo3oBoe nnemsi, a Tenepb Npunon3 Ha 6proxe u npocuTcs
o6paTtHO? 3a4eM OH HaM Hy>XeH?

— A He non3an Ha 6ptoxe HKM nepeq Tobon, YacTokon, HU nepeg ApyrMmu kotamm! —
owetnHuncs Kpytobok n cHoBa obpatun nuuo K npeasogutensbHuue: — A b1 Obl pag
BEPHYTbLCA, €Cnu Tbl N03BONULWb, CuHAs 3Be3a.

— Tbl He MOXeLLb NpUHUMaTL 0bpaTHo npeaatens! — Boblwen u3 cebst Yactokon. — OH TOMbKO
4TO Npeaan CBOK NPeaABoANTENbHULY, OTKyAa Thl 3HAELLb, YTO 3aBTPa OH TakK e He npeaacT u
Teba?!



— OH cgenan ato pagu cnacexusi OrHerpmea! — Bo3pasuna Necyanasa bypsa. YacTtokon
npe3putenbHO bIPKHYN U He yaocToun ee oTBeTa. CuHsa 3Be3ga obsena rnasamu
cobpaBLumxcA.

— Ecnu KpyTtobok npegatens, — 3aroBopusia oHa, U roroc ee 6bin xonogHee fbga B CE30H
lonbix [lepeBbeB, — TO eMy camoe MecTo cpeam Bac! OgHMM n3mMeHHMKOM Gonblue, OgHUM
MeHbLUe, 3Ha4YeHnsa He nveeT. Bce Bbl npegatenn! — OHa cTpeMuTenbHO obepHynach K
OrHerpuBy, cnoBHO Gbinas cuna BepHynach B €e u3My4eHHoe Teno. — Jlyywe 6bl Tbl N03BONUN
KamHto ¢ HeBnanmkon yonte meHsi! Jlyywe normbHyTh OT KOrten 4obnecTHbIX BOMHOB, YEM
BMayYunTb Xankoe cyLlecTBOBaHUE B NNemMeHu, He JOCTOMHOM Moero Josepus!

He 3ps 3Be3gHble npeaky o6peknun Bac Ha CTpaLuHyto rnbens!

B3nox HegoBepusa 1 yxxaca npokaTuncs no Tonmne BOMHOB, U OrHerpune NoHsI, 4To GonbLias
YyacTb NNeMeHn 0 CeroaHsLLIHEro AHs faxe He Nofo3peBarna O TOM, Kak OTHOCUTCS K HUM
CuHsia 3Be3ga. OH yke 3Han, Y4To CNopUTb C HEW B TAKOM COCTOSIHUM GECCMBICIIEHHO, NO3TOMY
MWL YCTarno Cnpocun:

— 3710 03Hauvaer, 4To KpyTobok MOXeT ocTaTbca?

— lNycTb genaet, YTO XO4ET, MEHS 3TO He kacaeTca! — BeccTpacTHo otBeTMna CuHasa 3sesaa.
HeoxungaHHbIN NpUnmnB cvMn 3aKOHYUIICS, U Tenepb OHa Bbirnsaaena ewe 6onee yctanom un
N3My4YeHHOM, YeM paHblue. MeaneHHo, n3beras BCTPEBOXXEHHbIX B3rNs40B CBOMX BOMHOB,
CwuHsia 3Be3ga nonnenacb B CTOPOHY narepsi.

Mmasa XVIII

Korga OrHerpuB, pasaBuHyB NanopOTHUKM, BbICTYNWI HA NOMsIHY, NEPBLIM EMY HABCTpeYy
Bpocuncs nonocatbii ExxeBunyka. OH neTen co Bcex nan, Toponsick NONpUBETCTBOBATL
BEPHYBLUNXCS C OBUTBbI BOMHOB.

— Mbl no6eamnun? — 3aabixasch, NPONbIXTEN OH U BAPYr 3aMep, BblkaTUB rnasa Ha Kpytoboka.

A 370 KTO Takon? MNneHHbIn?!



— Her, po3oson koT, — B3goxHyn OrHerpms. — 3T0 gonrasa ncropus, Exxeenuka, cenvac g
ouveHb ycTan, 4tobbl pacckasbiBaTb ee. Mam k mame, nycTb oHa Tebe 0ObACHUT.

ExeBn4yka nocnyLwHoO oToLlern, HO Ha MopAo4Kke Y Hero 6bI10 HanMcaHo ropbKoe
pasovapoBaHue. «OH 1 He NOMHUT, Kak Korga-To cocarn MOSOKO BMeCTe C KOTATaMu
KpyTtoboka!» — nogyman OrHerpus. B nepsble gHu nocne cmepty CepebpsaHkm 3nartoLuerika
CaMOOTBEPXKEHHO KOPMUIa 1 BbiXaxuBana ee CUpOT HapaBHe CO CBOMMU AETbMW.

lMonocaTtbii KOTEHOK HEAOBEPUYMBO Nokocurca Ha Kpytoboka n HexoTss 06epHyncs K CBoewn
CECTPEHKe.

— [nagn, PbkuHka! — nosscHUn oH. — Y Hac B NNeMEHU HOBbIN KOT!
— KT0 Xe oH? — yanBunack PbikuHka.

— lMpepatenb! — psaBkHyNn YacTokon, Npoxoast MMMO HUX B CBOO neLlepy. — Bnpoyem, mbl Bce
Tenepb Npegatenu. Tak ckasana senukasa CuHasa 3sesaa! Kotara owenomneHHo
nepernsHynunce, u OrHerpmB egga caepkancs, 4Tobbl He ogepHyTb YacTtokona. OH npekpacHo
NoHMMan gocagy CTapLUero BOMHa, HO TOT HE MMEN MpaBa CpbiBaTb CBOW rHEB Ha 6e33aLUUTHbIX
kotaTtax! Bnepsbie B AyLUe ero WeBenbHYNoCh YTO-TO, MOXOXee Ha cumnatuio K Exxesundke, u,
NOBEPHYBLUUCH K KOTEHKY, OrHerpme 6o4po ckasan:

— Bbiwe Hoc, Exesunyka! Mbl nobeannu n nporHanu PeyHbix koToB! HarpeTble KamHu octanuch
3a HamMu.

ExxeBunuka pPaaoCTHO B3BU3rHYI U 3anpbiran BOKPYr rmawlaTtas.

— Ypa! Bot 3g0poBo! Nonay, pacckaxy Bcemy narepto! — 1 oHuM ¢ PbBKMHKON BAPUMNPBEKKY
nobexarnu npouyb.

— 3710 KoTATa 3Be3gouana, s yragan? — nontodonbitcteoBan KpyTtobok, NpoBoXasi X 4ONrm
B3rNsi40oM.

— OHu camble, — kuBHyn OrHerpus. Cenvac eMy MeHbLUe BCEro XoTenocb obcyxaatb aTy
Temy. — Mownu k MNenennue, NycTb 3anataeT Hawwm paHbl. Mo gopore Kpytobok He cBogmn rnas
¢ 06yrneHHon NonsHbl.

— TyT HUKorga yxxe He ByaeT, Kak paHblue! — yHbINo Npobypyan oH.
— B cnepgytowmn ce3oH HOHbIX JInctees TyT ByaeT ewle ny4ywe, Yyem 6bino! — nopgboapwn ero

OrHerpuB, HagesACb, YTO OPYr UMeET B BMAY NOCNEACTBUS NOXapa, a He OTHOLLEHKe k cebe
ObiBLINX TOBapuLLen. — Nocne noxapa nec pacter ewe boicTpee u ryuie!



KpyTobok Hnyero He otBeTun. Kazanock, OH He CrMLLIKOM pafoBancsi CBOeMy BO3BPALLEHMIO,
CMNOBHO NpeaYyBCTBOBAr, YTO NPONAET HEMArO BPEMEHW, NPeXae YeM OH CMOXET BEPHYTb
cebe npexHtoo NboBb 1 yBaXkeHne nnemeHun. [Masa ero 6biM NycThl M NevanbHbl, 1 OrHerpme
MOHSAS, YTO CEPbIN BOUH YK€ Ha4yan TOCKOBaTb O CBOMX OCTaBfEHHbIX KOTsATax. Beab oH ywien,
Aaxe He NPOCTMBLUUCH C HUMMU!

MouTn BCE BOMHLI CrpyaAnnNnCh Ha nonsaHke uenutensHuubl. 3ametus OrHerpuea, MNenenuua
npunogHsana ronoey OT NayTUHKKU, KOTOPOW 3aTbiKana KpoBOTOYaLLYyo paHy Ha 6oky bBenbiwa, n
rmoka4ana rofioBowu:

— Bot 1 OrHerpue noxanosan! Benvnkoe 3Be3gHoe nnems, y Tebst Takon Bug, 6yaro Tol
nogpancs ¢ yynosuuem Ha pemswen Tpone!

— Yt0-TO Bpoae atoro, — nposopyan OrHerpus n ycerncs xaatb cBoen odyepean. Tonbko
Tenepb OH MNOYYBCTBOBAJS1, KaK CUIIbHO GONAT ero paHbl. V3 npokyLueHHON nankl Bee eLle
CouMnachb KpoBb, MOITOMY OH HAarHyrcsi U NPUHSNICS BbiM3biBaThb ee.

— 3a4yem Tbl NnpmBen ero obpaTtHo?! — ycnbiwan OH BO3MYLLEHHbIN ronoc [biMa 1, NoaHSB
rofioBy, yBUgen, Yto Mofiogon BOMH C oTBpaLleHnemM cMoTpuT Ha KpyTtoboka. — Mol He xenaem
XXWUTb C HAM B oAHOM narepe!

— KT0 310 «MbI»? — CKBO3b 3y0Obl cnpocun OrHerpus. — A Bcerga cumtan, 4to Kpytobok ¢
poXxaeHus npuHaanexmnt po3oBoMy nnemMeHun, kak lNecyaHas byps, Kak...

OH 3amornyan Ha nonycrnoee, NOTOMY YTO [1bIM AEMOHCTPATUBHO NMOBEPHYICSt K HEMY CMIUHOM.
KpyToGok BMHOBaTO nornsigen Ha OrHerpuea.

— OHu HKKorga He Nnpn3HakrT MEHA CBOUM, — MneYvyaribHO CKa3all OH. — OHn npasBbl. A 6DOCVIJ'I
CBO€ nnewm4d, a Tenepb...

— Han nm Bpems, — nonbitanca ytewmnTtb ero OrHerpms. — OHM NPUBLIKHYT, 1 Bce byaeT
XOpOLLIO, BOT yBUAULLE!

Ho oH 1 cam He cnuvwikom Bepun B To, YTo roBopun. CuHasa 3se3aa notepsana BCAKUNA UHTEPEC K
XKMU3HW NMIIEMEHU, TaK YTO HUKTO HE NMOMELLAET HEQOBOMbHBLIM KaXabl AeHb JEMOHCTPUPOBATb
KpyToGoKy CBOIO HEHABUCTb. M1 3TO kak pa3 B TO BpeMsi, KOra BCEM MM YrpoxaeT HeBeaoMast
cMepTenbHas onacHocTb! Kak MOXeT nnemsi BbICTOSITb Nepen NMLOM NpeackasaHHow 6eabl,
ecnu 6yaet ocrnabneHo BHYTPEHHUMI pacrnpsiMn?

NHTepecHo, 3HaeT nu KpyTobok uTo-HMbyab 0 Haasuratowwencs ruéenn? Cnblwan nv oH o
TaNHCTBEHHOW «CBOpE», O KOTOPOW ABaxAbl NOCLINano npopoyecTtsa 3se3aHoe nrnema?



«Kakoe Bce-Taku cyactbe, 4To KpyTobok cHoBa BepHyncs gomown!» — nogyman OrHerpus. YTo
Obl HM roToBUNa UM cygbba, OHM BCTPETAT beny BMecTe, nneyvyom K nedy. OrHerpus BHOBb
NPUHANCS 3anu3biBaTb CBOK paHy, HaAesACh, YTO 6onbLUe HUKTO HE UCMOPTUT EMY HAaCTPOEHUS.

— OTnu4yHO, NnocTapancs Kak cnegyet NpoMbITb paHKy! — noxeBanuna ero nogowleawas
Menenuua. OHa obHI0Xana KpoBoToYaLLee MeCTO 1 BbICTPO OCMOTpEna Apyrne paHbl Ha Tene
OrHerpuBa. — A pam Tebe nayTuHKy, 4ToObl OCTAHOBUTbL KPOBOTEYEHME, HO Tebe npuaeTcs
neyb 1 gepxarb Hory B nokoe!

— Tbl yxe ocmoTpena CuHioto 3Be3ny? — cnpocun OrHerpus, korga lNenenuua BepHynach ¢
MOTKOM nayTuHbl. — OHa cunbHO nocTpagana?

— Y Hee NPOKYLLEHO MNreYvo, — 0To3Banach LenuTenbHuua. — A aana e HyXKHble TpaBbl 1
oTnpaBwuna B neLiepy.

— Cxoxy, nposegato ee! — Bckoumn OrHerpms.

— Cxoawn, Tonbko He B3gyMan ByauTb ee, ecniv oHa ycHyna. [lena nnemeHn MoryT nogoxaarb,
OrHerpuB. A Tenepb AaBan-ka a1 3aiMycb To601n, — ckasana lNenenuua n GbICTPO NM3HyNa
KpyToGoka B cepoe yxo. — A paga, YTo Tbl BEPHYICS, TONCTSK.

«XoTb KTO-TO eMy paa!» — ycTtano nogyman OrHerpue no gopore k newepe CuHen 3ee3abl.
B0o3MOXHO, CO BpeMeHeM ocTarnbHble TOXE U3MEHAT CBOE OTHOLLEHWe, TeM Bonee ecnu

KpyToGok cymeeT aenom fokasaTtb CBOK NpPefaHHOCTb MPO30BOMY NremMeHM.

— OrHerpus! — nogcko4vmna K Hemy NecyaHasa bypa. — Mel ¢ Knctoukon cobupaemcs
NooxoTUTbCS!

— Cnacunbo, — kmBHyn OrHerpus.
— Tbl B Nopsigke? — B3BOSTHOBAHHO cnpocuna

MNecyaHas byps, Aenas ewe oaunH war HascTpeyvy. — NovyeMy Tbl Takor nevansHbIn? A aymana,
Tbl Oygelwb pag, Beab Mbl nobegunu, n Kpytobok BepHyrncs.

OrHerpuB He ygepxarncsa u npwkarncsa wekon Kk 6oky NecuyaHon bypu. Kakoe cuyacTtbe, 4TO OHa,
HaKoHeL, npocTuna ero!

— KoHeuyHo, Ho... NMoHuMaeLwb, 9 He YBEPEH, YTO ApYyrMe BOMHbI Korga-Hmbyab npocTtaTt ero. Mm
OyaeT He Tak-To NPOCTO 3abbITh, 4TO KpyToGOK CHavYana BnobuUcs B KOLWKY 13 BpaXkeCcKoro

nrnemMmeHu, a noTomMm 1 BOBCE NOKNHYIT CBOUX TOBapI/ILLI,eI7I!

— Y10 6bIN0O, TO Npowno, OrHerpme, — noxana nnedamu NecyaHas byps. — Tenepb OH cCHOBa



340€ecCb, BepHO? OHn NPUBbIKHYT, BOT yBUOWLLb.

— [a He B atom geno! — B3opBanca OrHerpus, Tepsasa TepnexHme ot 60nm 1 yctanoctm. —
Cenyac Mbl HE MOXXEM MO3BONUTL cebe HMKaknx pasgopos!

A oyman, XoTb Tbl 3TO MOHUMaeLllb, a Thl...
HeB nosbIxHYN B 3eneHbIX rnasax NecyaHom bypw.

— [MNpocTtn, yTo pasoyaposana Tebsi cBOeK rmynocTbio! — npoueamna oHa. — A nbiTanaco
NoMoYb, HO, BUOHO, HeyaaqHo!

— lMecyaHaga byps, 9 He xoTen... — 3anenetan OrHerpme, HO 6bINo yXe No3gHo. NecyaHas
Byps noBepHynack kK HeMy CNMHOWM K OTMpaBKIach K nelepe BOMHOB, r4e ee nogxugana
Kncrouka.

OkoHuaTtenbHO nogaeneHHbIM, OrHerpms nonnencs B newepy CuHen 3se3abl. 3arngHyB BHYTPb,
OH nogymar cHavana, Yto npeaBoguTenbHuLa CNUT, CBEPHYBLUMCH B CBOEM FHE3AbILLKE, HO OHA
BAOPYr pacnaxHyna rnasa n pesko nogHsra ronosy.

— OrHerpmB? — xmypo cnpocuna oHa. — Y7o Tebe Hy>XHO?

— A TonbKo XoTen coobLWnTb, YTO BCE KOTbI Gnaronony4Ho BEPHYNMUCb B Nnarepb 1, HACKOMbKO S
Mor y6eauTbCsl, HUKTO U3 HUX Cepbe3HO He nocTpagarn.

— Xopowo, — 6e30 Bcsikoro nHTepeca orsetuna Cunaa 3sesga n gobasmna: — Teon
OpY)XeHOoCceL, HENMOX0 cpaxarncs CerogHs.

— 370 BepHo! — c HeBOMbHOM ropaocTbio noaTeepaun OrHerpms. YTo 1 roBopUTb, 3a BpeEMS
yyeHuyecTBa benbiw Hepeako nokasbiBan cebsi He C Nyydllen CTOPOHbI, HO B TPYCOCTM €ro
HUKTO He nocmen Bbl ynpekHyTb!

— [lymato, npuLwmio Bpemsi NOCBSTUTL €ro B BOMHbI, — npogomxana CuHsas 3sesga. — CerogHs
)K€ Ha 3akaTe NpoBeAeM LIePEMOHMIO NOCBSLLEHUS!

Hapexna satennunack B rpyav OrHerpusa. Heyxenn CuHas 3Be3fga HakoHEL-TO MOHsANa, YTo
nnems OCTPO HYXXAaeTCs B HOBbIX BOMHAX?!

Ho ero Hagexpaa TyT xe yracna, nockornbky CuHsis 3Be3na, npe3puTeribHoO OCKnabuBLLUCS,
npowwmnena:

— Mpupetca yctpanBaTth LepeMoHuto! [1ns MEHSA-TO 3TO, KOHEYHO, HUYETO HE 3HAYUT, HO KOTbI
TaK JOBEPYMBbI, YTO MOTYT He Npu3HaTb Benbilwa 6e3 3Toro NycToro KpMBMAHUS!



«MHTEepecHo, 3HaunT N aTa LiepPEMOHUSA XOTb YTO-HMBYAb Ana Mmoero benbiwa? — yHbINo
nogyman OrHerpus. — [oCTUr N OH CMbICIT BOMHCKOTO 3akoHa? Befb ecnv oH He cymen
MPUHATL 3aKOH B CBOE cepALe, 3HayuT, OH He JOCTOUH CTaTb BOMHOM, HECMOTPS Ha CBOIO
oreary!»

Ho CuHasa 3eesaa yxe npuHana pelwleHue, Tak 4to OrHerpus He ctan er nepeynTb u
nonbITancsa Nuwb HEMHOIO NONPaBuTbL AeNo:

— BbicTponan Toxe gormkeH ctatb BoMHOM, CuHsasa 3Be3ga. CerogHs oH nokasan cebs
MOJ10ALIOM.

— BbIcTponan Bcero nuub OTHEC B flarepb TBOe coobLeHne. ATO 0693aHHOCTb OpYy)XeHocLa.
OH He roToB cTaTb BOMHOM.

— Ho oH BepHyncst u npuHsan yyactue B 6utee! — Bo3pasun OrHerpus.

— Het! — ¢ gpocagon BamaxHyna xsoctom CunHsasa 3sesga. — A He goBepsto beicTponany.
Benbiw ropasgo cunbHee n xpabpee ero, Kpome Toro, oH He pabonencTeyeT nepea 3Be3aHbIM
nnemeHeM, kak Bce octanbHble! MNobonblie 6bl HaM Takux BOMHOB!

OI'HeI'pVIB He nocmern ckasaTb el, YTO NSIEMeHN MeHbLLEe BCEro HYXHbl BOUHbI, HE yBaXatoLne
3akoHa. OH CKIoHuN ronoBy N NOMNATUICA K BbIXOAY.

— YBuammca Ha uepemMmoHmn, — I'IpO60pMOTaJ'I OH 1 noGexan O6pa,El,OBaTb benbiwa.

Emy nokasanock, 4To opyxeHocel, 6bin NonbLeH Tem, 4To ByaeT, HakoHew, NPOM3BEAEH B
BOMHbI. OrHerpus 06bsCHUN eMy, Kak cnegyeT BeCcTu cebs BO BpeMsi LepeMOHUN, 1 OTnpaBuics
B newepy, 4ToObl XOTb HEMHOTO B3ApeMHYTb. OH Npnbnunaunncs K Bxogy — wn cepaue y Hero
npoBanunock B NaTku. Bo3ane BoMHCKoW newepbl Bocceganu [onroxBocT ¢ beicTponanom.

Mopovias k JonroxeocTy, OrHerpmMe KMBKOM NoAo3Bar ero k cebe u oTBen B CTOPOHKY, YTOObI
OpY)KeHocel, He CMOT YCrbIlwaTh UX pasroBopa.

— [lonroxBocCT, — Ha4arn OH, CMYLLEeHHO NoAbICKMBAA HY>KHbIE ClioBa. — £ oyeHb coxaneto, HO
Y MeHA nioxme HOBOCTHW. CuHsaga 3Besga cornacunacb NOCBATUMTL B BOMHbI benbiwa, Ho...

— Ho oTkasana B atom bbicTponany?! — 3n06H0 3akoH4Yun [LonroxsocTt. — A npaBuibHO TebS
noHsAn, rnawaran?!

— MHe o4eHb xanb, flonroxsoct! — onycTtun ronosy OrHerpms. — A nbiTanca nepeybegunts ee,
HO OHa TBEPAO CTOUT Ha CBOEM.



— lMoyemy a gomkeH Tebe BepuTb?! — orpbi3Hyncsa JonroxsocT. — CTpaHHO, YTO TBOEro
Opy)XeHocLa OHa Bbibparna, a Moero oTeeprna, xotst beicTponan HuMkorga He yberan XuTb K
AsyHorum!

— 41 He xo4y cHOBa HaunHaTb 3ToT crnop! — nosbicun ronoc OrHerpus. Ha camom gene benblww
HUKoOrga He cobuparncs NokMaaThb Nec, HO BCe NeMs 3Hano HEKPacuBYH UCTOPUIO NOXMLLEHUS
opyxeHocua. OgHo BpeMsi benbiw noBaguncs exeaHeBHo 6erathb K [IByHOrMm 3a eaou, nocne
Yero Te peLlnsiM 0CTaBUTb XOPOLLEHBKOMO KOTUKA Y cebs 1 3anepnu ero B CBOEM JOME. —
CuHsia 3Be3ga ckasana, 4To NocBATUT benbiwa B BOMHbI 3a OTBary, NPosBeHHy0 B 6010, a
BeicTponan...

— A BeicTponan no6exan npegynpexgatb nnems! — rHeBHO 6pocun emy B nuuo [LonroxsocT.
— Tbl He noackaxellb MHe, KTo oTtocnan ero?! OH xoTen octaTbCs U NPUHATL BOK, HO Thl
nocnan ero B narepb ¢ coobLieHmem!

— 41 3Hat0, — neyvanbHo KnBHyn OrHerpms. — [loBepb, 1 paCCTPOEH HE MEHbLLE, YeM Tbi! A
caenato Bce, 4To6bl BbicTponan Kak MOXHO ckopee cTan BouHoM, obeluato Tebe!

— Ecnu 2 noeepto B 310, A A0MmKeH Oyay v B NeTaroLmx exen noBepuTb! — ckpmBmnics
[onroxsocT. lNMNoeepHyBLNCL cNUHON K OrHErpuBY, OH C APOCTbLI0 3ackpeb KorTsimu no 3emne,
CMNOBHO 3aKanblBasn rpssb, 1 nobexan K CBoemMy Opy>XeHOCLLY.

ConHue Havaro onyckaTbCsi 3a CTeHy narepsi, korga OrHerpvs B conpoBoxaeHun Kpytoboka
Bblnes u3 netepbl. CoH npuaan emy cun, u OH CMUPUICS C NPEACTOSLWEN LEPEMOHUEN, XOTS
NO-NPEXHEMY He OXMAan oT Hee HUYEro XOPOLLEro.

TeHu cryctunnce Hag nNonsgHou, U U3 newepsl Bollwna CuHasa 3sesna. OrHerpms ¢ pagocTbio
OTMETUI, YTO ABUranacb oHa nerko n ceobogHo, 1 gaxe noBpexaeHHoe B BUTBE Mileyo He
nomeLuano en ogHMM NPbPKKOM BCKOYUTb Ha BEPLUWNHY CKarbl.

— lNycTb BCe KOTbI, CNOCOGHbIE OXOTUTLCSH CaMOCTOSITENBHO, NPUAYT K NMOAHOXUIO cKarbl Ha
o6Lee cobpaHue nrnemeHn! — rpoMKo 3akpuyana npeaBoauTeNbHULA.

KpyTo6ok apyxecku TonkHyn OrHerpmea v yXMbIbHYICS:

— Tbl 3gopoBo nopaboTtan ¢ benbiwom! BoT yxx He gyman, 4To 3TO «Haka3aHWe» CTaHEeT Takum
OTSIMYHBIM BONHOM!

B otBeT OrHerpmB nuib Mon4a NOTEPCs LLEKOW O nriedo ceporo BomHa. KpyTobok 6bin
HacTosilwmm gpyrom! OH He 3abbin, Kakum yaapom ctana ana OrHerpuea Tparegusi €
Menenvuen, n NOHMMan, YTO 3HAYMT AN1A Apyra CErOQHALHASA LEPEMOHUSA, Ha KOTOPOWN Aep3Kuin
N HEMOCHNYLLUHbIA OpYy)XeHOceL HakoHeL-To ByaeT nocesieH B BouHbI! Cam KpyTobok yxe
nepexun Takoe TOPXKeCTBO, Korga ero opyeHocel, [1anopoTHMK cTan BOMHOM NO nmeHn Bypbii.



MHOXeCTBO KOTOB BbICbinano Ha nonsiHy. HoBocTb 0 nocesileHnn benbiwa murom obnertena
Becb narepsb. Nenenvua Bbinesna n3 CBoen nanatku U ycTpounach y NOAHOXUA cKanbl,
3nartowerika npusena ¢ cobon obonx geTok, a CuHernaska ¢ manbiwamm Habnoganu 3a
NPOMCXOASALLUM OT BXOAA B AETCKYHO.

OT BHMMaHMs OrHerprea He YKpbINoCh U TO, YTO OCTarbHble OPY)XEHOCLbl MPUCOEAVNHUUCH K
cobpaBLumMcs noaxe Bcex. OH BuAen, kak BecHsiHka cvunon BelTankusana u3 newiepbl
ynupatowerocsi beicTponana. HexoTts BblAs Ha NonsiHy, YepHO-GenbIii KOTWK cen Aanblue Bcex
OT cKarbl, M OCTarbHble OPY)XXEHOCLIbl TYT e YCTPOUNNChL BOKPYT HErO.

OrHerpuB gaxe pacTtepssica oT Takon AeMOHCTpaTuBHOM BpaxaebHocTn. Passe benbiww
BMHOBAT B TOM, 4TO CuHas 3Be3fa Bbibpana ero n oteBeprna octanbHbix?! Byab OH Ha mecTe
OpYyXeHocLeB, OH HenpeMeHHO nopagosarncs 6bl 3a ToBapuwal

Ho Benbiwy, noxoxe, 1 gena He 6bino 4o vy»on 4epcTBoCcTU. OH BbICKOYMI U3 NeLLephI
CTapeyLlunH 1, pasmaxmasi XBOCTOM, kKuHyncsa Kk OrHerpusy. [Masa ero cusanu.

— A oyeHb ropxxycb Tobown, benbiw, — wenHyn OrHerpmMe eMy Ha yxo. — 3aBTpa yTpoM, Koraa
nonaeLlb OXOTUTBLCA K rHe3gam [1ByHOrmx, HenpemeHHo 3anau u nopagym lNpuHueccy.

Benbiw pagoCcTHO NOCMOTPEN Ha HEro, HO TONbKO XOTEN OTBETUTb, Kak CO cKarlbl pasgancs
rpomMkuin ronoc CunHen 3Be3abl.

— benbiw! A Bngena, kak Tbl cpaxancsa cerogHsa npotmB BOMHOB PeuHoro nnemeHun, un pewunna,
YTO Thbl rOTOB CTAaTb BOMHOM.

BenocHexHbI KOTUK 06EpPHYINCA K ckane, BNWUMcs rmasamu B NpeasoauTenbHULY 1 He OTBOAMN
B3rnsiga, noka He Npo3By4Yarno nocreaHee CroBo putyana:

— A, CuHsas 3Be3ga, npeasoanTenbHULA PO30BOro NnemMeHn, Npu3biBa MOUX
npeakoB-BoMTeNen B3rMsHyTb ¢ Hebec Ha aToro opyxeHocua. OH He Xanen cun, nocTuras
BOWHCKWI 3aKOH, 1 TeNepb s MOry NpeacTaBuTb ero BaM kak HacTosilero Mpososoro BonHa!

lonoc npegBoAnTENbHMLLI ObINT MOXOX HA BOPOHbE KapkaHbe, OHa NPOM3HOCUIa cnoea
cbrnBUMBOI CKOPOrOBOPKOW, AaBasi MOHATb, YTO OTHOCUTCS K puTyasny 6e3 BCSAKOro NOYTEHUSI.
Xonopok npo6exan no cnuHe OrHerpuBa. C Kakon cTtaTu 3Be3fHble npeakun 6yayt obpawaTtb
cBOM HebecHbIe B30pbl Ha benblwa, ecrniv HM OH caMm, HU ero NpeaBoauTeNbHMLA HACKOMBKO HE
nouunTatot 3Be3gHoe nnems?!

— Bbenbiw! — npopomkana Cunas 3se3ga. — Obellaellb N Tbl XPaHUTb BEPHOCTb BOMHCKOMY
3aKOHY W1, He Xanes coOCTBEHHOM XM3HU, 3awmaTh 1 obeperaTtb cBOE Nnems?



— O6euato! — rops4vo BocknukHyn benbliw. «lMoHMMaeT nm oH, 4To cenyac noobewan?» — ¢
Tockon nogyman OrHerpmB. OH He coMHeBaricsa B TOM, 4To benbiw caenaet Bce, YToObI
3alNTUTb CBOE NNemMs — Bedb B NSIEMEHM XMBYT ero Apy3bs! Ho cmMoxeT nu oH Bcerga ObiTb
BEPHbIM BOMHCKOMY 3aKOHY?!

— Toraa BnacTbio, JapOBaHHOW MHe 3Be34HbIM NeMeHeM, s fato Tebe Mmsa BouHa, —
npogomkana CuHssa 3Be3ga, ¢ TpyaoM BblgaBnmeas n3 cebs cnoea. — benbilw, ¢ 3TOro AHA Thl
Oygewb 3BaTbca benoxsocT. 3Be3gHoe Nnems ropanTcs TBOen XpabpocTbio K
HEe3aBMCUMOCTbIO, @ Mbl NO34paBnsieM Tebs ¢ BCTynneHMeM B psiibl BOMHOB HaLlero nnemeHu!

CnipbirHyB co ckanbl, CuHasa 3se3fa nogoluna K 6eislwemMy benbiwy 1 nonoxuna nogbopoaok
Ha ero ronosy. benoxBocT NOYTMTENBbHO NU3HYN NPEABOANTENbBHMLY B NMEYO M OTOLLEN K
OrHerpusy.

Mocne aToro, cornacHo putyany, HOBOro BOMHAa AOMKHbI Obiny No3apaBuTb COMMEMEHHUKN, HO
cefyac HUKTO He NPOU3HEC HU crioBa. TUxuiA ryn npokatuncs no psigam, u OrHerpuB NOHSM, YTO
OT BHMMaHUS! KOTOB He YKpblfach Bbi3blBatoLlasi HENMoYTUTENbHOCTb, C koTopol CuHas 3Be3na
npoBena LepeMoHuto. NMoKOCUBLLMCH HA OPYXKEHOCLIEB, CTPYAUBLLMXCS Y Kpasi NOMsHbI,
OrHerpuvB 3aMeTus, YTO BCE OHM CTapaTernbHO pasrsabiBaloT CBoM Nnanbl, a beicTponan v BoBce
NoBEpHYIcs K OGbiBLUEMY TOBapULLLy CMIVHOW.

[axe HeyHbIBatOLW M BeNoOXBOCT NOHMK rOsIOBOM, HO TYT CKBO3b TOMMY NPOTUCHYMACh
YepHobypka, KoTopas Koraa-To BbIKOpMUIa 1 BblpacTuia ero, 1 fiackoBo NoTeprach LEKON O
LLIeKy CBOEro nogpocLuero manbiwa:

— Tl Monogeu, benoxeocTt! — rpoMKO BOCKMMKHYMa oHa. — A Tak TOO0M ropxychb!

Ee cnosa nocnyxunu curHanom ans octanbHbIX. [epBbIMW K MONIO4OMY BOUHY NOAOLLIN
KpyTobok c MNenenuuen, 3a HUMK NOTAHYNUCL U Apyrue. Bce Ha3biBanu KOTUKa €ro HOBbIM
UMeHeM 1 oT Aywun nosgpaensanu. OrHerpms ¢ obneryeHnem nepesen Ayx, Xota [JonroxBoCT Tak
N He NOABMUIICH, a OPY>KEHOCLbI MOAOLLUNY NO3XKEe BCeX, nofaroHsemble BecHsaHkon. OHu
CKOPOroBOpKOW no3gpasunu benoxesocTta u TyT xe otownu. beicTponana cpean HMX He BbIno.

— CerogHs Tebe npencront 6eccoHHas Hovb, — 60apo HanomHun OrHerpme ObiBLLEMY
opyxeHocuy, aenas Bua, Oyato uepemoHus npowuna, kak 06bi4Ho. — He 3abyab, Tl AOMMKEH 40
CaMOro paccBeTa He COMKHYTb rnas! benoxBocT Monya KMBHYM 1 C ropao NOAHATON rosioBom
Hanpaswnca K LeHTpy nonsHbl. OH gepxancst ¢ A0OCTOMHCTBOM, HO OrHerpus NnpekpacHo
MOHMMA, YTO LlepeMOHMS CMOpYEHa 3aBUCTbIO OpyXeHocLeB u 6e3Beprnem CuHeln 3Be3gbl.

[onro nv NnpoXuBeT nNnemMs, ecnv ero npeasoauTenbHULA NepecTaHeT NnoYnTaTb 3Be30HbIX
npeakoB?



Masa XIX

Ha cnegytowee ytpo OrHerpus OTnNpaBuIl pacCBETHbIN NaTpyrb, @ 3aTeM HanpaBuIcs K
BenoxsocTy, 4To6bLI 0OCBOGOAUTL €ro OT 6e3mMOoNBHOIO 6aeHus. [NpokKyLeHHasa Hora No-NpeXxHemy
He crnbanacbh, XOPOLLO XOTb KPOBOTEYEHME NPeKpaTMnoch!

— Bce cnokoHo? — crnpocun oH y Monogoro BonHa. — lMloraellb nocnuwb Uy CXOANUM
nooxoTuTbeca? Ecnn xoyellb, MoxeM cxoantb k Beicokum CocHam v nposeaath MpuHueccy.

BenoxBocT LWMPOKO 3eBHYI, efBa He BbIBEPHYB cebe YentocTu, HO TYT e pafoCTHO
noanpbIrHyn n o6baABUN:

— [Haean nooxotmnmcs!

— [NaBan, — ynblbHyncsa OrHerpus. — Bo3bmeMm ¢ cobon Mecyanyto bypto, nagHo? OHa Beab
TOXe 3HaeT [NpuHueccy.

OrHerpuB 4yBcTBOBan, 4TO ero 6rnmsocTb ¢ MNMecuaHon bBypei gana TpeLwmHy ¢ TeX cambixX nop,
Kak OH npegoTBpaTnn 60onbLUyto BOMHY € nrieMeHem Betpa. bonblue BCero Ha cBeTe OH XoTen
BEPHYTb MPEeXHNe OTHOLLEHUSA, @ COBMECTHas OXoTa Morfa CtaTb NpeKkpacHbIM NOBOAOM K
3TOMY.

OrHerpus nornagen, He Bblnesna nu MNecvyaHasa bypsa w3 nanatku, v Bopyr 3ametun [bima ¢
TpoctuHkon. Korga oHn nogownum 6nvke, OrHerpmB NoHsAI, YTO CBETNO-0ypbI BOMH YEM-TO
SIBHO BCTPEBOXEH.

— OT0 o4eHb BaxHO! — BbICTPO ckasan [biM. — TpocTuHKa, pacckaxu OrHerpmay T0, YTO
TONbKO YTO CKasasna MHe.

TpocTuHka, onycTUB ronoBy, CMYLLIEHHO Nockpebna nepeaHUMM nankamm NbifbHYH 3eMIo.
MNMoka oHa konebanack, OrHerpuB ycnern He Ha LYTKY BCTPEeBOXUTbCS. YTo ee Tak

B3BOJSTHOBANoO? M noyemy oHa pelumna oTkpbiTbCA [biMy, a HE CBOEMY HacTaBHUKY, YacTtokony?!

Korga [bIM HaKnoOHUACSA U HEXHO JIN3HYN KOLLEeYKY B YXO, OI'HeI'pVIB MOHAN, YTO 3HAET OTBET, MNO
KpaIZHeIZ mMepe, Ha O aunH N3 CBOUX BOMPOCOB.

— Bce xopowo! — BopkoBan [bim. — Tebe Hedero 60aTbca. OrHerpms He OyaeT Ha Tebs



cepouTbes! — nobasun oH 1 GbICTPO NOCMOTPEN Ha rnawaras. B rmasax ero SCHO YnTanoce:
«MycTb TOoNbko NnonpobyeT!»

— Moxanyncta, TpoctnHka! — nogbogpun koweyky OrHerpme. — Pacckaxun MHe, 4YTo
CNy4Yunnocs.

TpOCTI/IHKa 6bICTpO BCKMHYI1a Ha HEro CBOU UCnyraHHble 3efeHble rnasaa.

— 3710 BCe bbicTponan! — nponenetana oHa. — OH... — OHa 3aMAnacbh, CMYLLEHHO
nocmoTtpena Ha benoxesocTta 1 ¢ Tpygom Bbigasuna: — OH 04eHb pacCTPOUIICs U3-3a TOro, YTO
CuHsia 3Be3aa He nNocBATUNA ero B BOMHLI. Buepa BevepoM oH cobpan B nellepe Bcex
OpPY>KEHOCLIEB U CKa3ar, YTO Mbl HUKOIdA HE CTAaHEM BOMHAMM, NOKa HE COBEPLUMM YTO-HNOYOb
Takoe xpabpoe... Takoe reponyeckoe, 4To CrnHss 3Be3ga NPoCTo He CMOXET Oorblue
npeHebperatb Hamu!

OHa cHoBa 3amonyana, 1 [bIM TUXOHbKO LUENHYI:
— lMpogosmxan!

— OH 3asBUI, YTO Mbl JOMKHbI CaMU BbISICHUTb, KTO YOBMBaET 1 BOpyeT Hally Anyb! —
ApOoXalLllMM roriockom nosicHnna TpocTuHka. — Ckasan, 4To nocrne Toro kak Tbl, OrHerpus,
npegoTtepaTun 6MTBy ¢ nnemeHem BeTpa, Tbl 1 AymaTb 3abbin 0 HaweMm Bpare. boicTponan
peLmn natm kK 3menHow Mopke, NOTOMY YTO TaM Yalle BCEro HaXOAUMNM KNoYbs pacTep3aHHow
Anyn. BeicTponan roBopuT, YTO Mbl AOMKHbI HANacTb Ha cnepa Bopal

— Y10 32 rmynocTtb! — B30pBancsa benoxsocrT.

— A yT0 fymaeTe 00 3TOM Bbl, Opy>KeHoCLbl? — crnpocun OrHerpue, npegocreperatoLle msas
Ha BenoxeocTa. B xnBOTe y HEero Bce cxkanocb OT HEXOPOLLEro npegyyBCTBuS.

— Mol He 3HaeM! Mbl 04EHb XOTUM CTaTb BOMHAMW, HO 3HAEM, YTO HE MMeeM Npasa
aencrteoBatb 6e3 Nprkasa n He CMeeM BbIXOaUTb 13 narepsi 6e3 conpoBOXAEHMS XOTS Obl
opHoro BomHa! Bce nogymanu u otkaszanucb, 1 Torga beictponan ¢ BecHsHkon nownu ogHm!

— Tbl BUAEN ux Bo BpeMs HOYHOro 6aeHna? — psaskHyn OrHerpme, NoBopayvnBasichb K
BenoxsocrTy.

— BbicTponan ckadan, 4To BenoxBocT 1 YXOM He MOBEAET, AaxXe ecrin Yepes norsHy npobexuT
yyaue [1ByHornx! — cmyLleHHo nporenetana TpocTuHka. — OHu ¢ BecHsiHKoM pelumnu ynTu

Yyepes NanopPOTHMKK, YTO PacTyT 3a Nnewepon CTapeunLUmH.

— Korga 310 6b1n0? — 6bicTpo cnpocun OrHerpme.



— 4 TOYHO He 3Halo... elle o pacceeTal — rPOMKO BbIKPUKHYNa TpOCTUHKa, U ronoc ee cran
MOXOX Ha >KanobHbIM Nnay KPOXOTHOro KoTeHka. — A He 3Hana, 4to genatb! HeT, s 3Hana,
KOHEYHO, YTO OHM MOCTYNatoT M0X0, HO He XOoTena BblgaBaTth MX. A peluuna MmonyaTb, HO
YyyBCTBOBara cebd Bce xyxe un xyxe... A notom s ysugena [lbima 1 cpasy peLumna Bce emy
pacckasatb! — OHa ¢ 6GnarogapHOCTbIO NOCMOTPENa Ha CBOEro B3pOCoro Apyra, a ToT Nyllb
MOJ4a Npukancst WEeKon K ee NecTpeHbKoMy cepoMy BOKky.

— Hy>XHO HeMeaneHHO oTNpPaBnsATLCS Ha noucku! — Bekoumn OrHerpus.

— A nongy! — TyT e BbI3Banca benoxsoct, n OrHerpmus crierka onewns, 3aMmeTns CTPaHHbIN
Gneck B ero rmasax. — Tam xe BecHsHka! Ecnu ee kTo-HMGyab obuauT, 9 ... 4a 8 NpocTo nopey
€ero, BoT u Bce!

— Xopowwo! — knBHyn OrHerpuBe, HECKOMNbKO YANBUBLLMCH TOMY, YTO MNEMSIHHMK yCnen Tak
NPUBSA3aTbCS K XOPOLLEHbKON Noapy»Kke no newepe. — Mam u npueeau croga elle ABOUX KOTOB.

FOHbIN BOUH TyT e ybexan, a [IbiM peLumnTensHO ckasan:
— MbI TOXE Noewm.

— A He xoTen 6bl 6paTb ¢ cobor opyxeHocLeB, — 4YeCcTHO oTBeTun OrHerpus. — TPOCTUHKA U
TakK CUIbHO paccTpoeHa. MoxeT ObiTb, Bbl C HEW Nydlle CXO4MTe NOOXOoTUTbCA? Bosbmute ¢
cobon Yactokona u Yronbka. lNnemeHn HyxHa cBexas eaa.

ObiM oTBETUN €My AONTUM B3rMs40M, NOTOM KUBHYI:
— Xopouuo.

OrHerpuB 3Han, 4To gomkeH noctaBuTb CuHIOK 3Be3ay B U3BECTHOCTb O CYYMUBLUEMCSH, HO He
xoTen nogsoauTb beictponana. Ecnn CuHas 3Be3aa pa3osnuTcs, OHa MOXET HUKOraa He
caenatb ero BouHoMm! «Ecnun mbl Hangem ux n BepHeM obpaTHO, s HUYEro en He pacckaxy!» —
peLUns OH.

OH 3Han, 4To Henb3s TepaTb BpeMeHn. benoxsocT BepHyncs ¢ NecyaHon bypen n Kpytobokom.
«OH npuBen Tex, Koro A Bbibpan 6bl cam!» — nogyman OrHerpus. B xuBoTe y Hero notenneno
npv MbiCnn O TOM, 4YTO KpyTo6OK CHOBa BEPHYNCA JOMOW, 1 OHU ONATb ByAyT OXOTUTLCA U
cpaxaTbcs BMecTe. [nasa ceporo BOMHa pafloCTHO CBEPKHYMU, KOrAa OH 3aHsr CBoe
npuBbI4HOE MecTo cboKy oT OrHerpuBa. «>Kanb TOMnbKO, YTO C HaMu HeT BypaHa, HacTaBHUKa
TpocTtunHkm!» — nogyman OrHerpus. Ho oH 3Han, 4to bypaH noBen paccBeTHbIN NaTpyrb.

MecyaHas byps, kak Bcerga, Bbirnsgena cobpaHHOM U CMOKOWHOMN.

— BenoxBocT Ham Bce pacckasan! — pesko ckasana oHa. — lMowwnu! OrHerpye nepebiM BbILLES



13 nareps 1 NoBen CBOW OTPsiA BBEPX NO CKMOHY. MoyTn cpasy e 3a orpagon oH noyysan
cunbHbIN 3anax beicTponana n BecHsaHkn. 3anax Ben k 3meunHon Fopke. YTo X, 3HaunT, UM He
npuAeTCAa TpaTUTb BPEMEHN Ha NOUCKN!

«TonbKo Obl HE BbINO CNULLKOM nosgHo! — CTy4ano y Hero B rorfiose. — Tonbko 6bl OHM He
BCTPETUIN TO, YTO HaBeObIBaeTCA Tyaa...»

3abbIB 0 HerHyLenca narne, OH Heccs Yepes fec, pasbpackiBasa nanyto nmucTay. KpyTtobok
Gexan psgom, n OrHerpus BHOBb M3Bedan ctapoe, NoYTn 3abbiToe YyBCTBO YBEPEHHOCTMH,
KOTopoe AaeT 6nu3ocTb Apyra nepeg fMuoM OnacHoOCTY.

Bnepeaun nokasanacbk 3meunHas lopka, n OrHerpus 3ameanun war, B3amaxom XBocTa npukasas
ocTanbHbIM caenaTb To e camoe. OHM He CMOrYT NMOMOYb OPYXXEHOCLAaM, CIN PUHYTCS
Brnepen, Aaxe He NOCMOTPEB, YTO UX TaM oxuaaeT. CHayana Hy>KHO MOHSTb, C YEM UITN C KEM
nmeellb aeno. OgHako YTo-To noAckasbiBano OrHerpuBy, YTO BNepPeamn UX XXOET HEYTO
Henpeackasyemoe, HENoABNAaCTHOE HUKAKOMY BOMHCKOMY 3aKOHY, M YTO HUKOrAa eLle UM He
[OBOAMIOCH 3arnsaabiBaTh B NULO Takol onacHocTu. LLlepcTb ero notpeckneana ot cTpaxa u
BONHeHUs. «HaBepHoe, Takon e yXKac UCMbITbIBAOT MbILLW U KPOSUKK, Koraa CMepTb
noAkpaablBaeTCsl K HUM CKBO3b 3apOCin TpaBbl!» — BrepBble nogymar oH.

Kasanocb, Bce 6bIrio cnokoiMHo. OrHerpuB He XoTen rPOMKO OKNMKaTb opyXeHocLeB, 6osick
npuBneYb BHYUMaHe HeBMaUMOro Bpara. ToNbKo Tenepb OH NOHsM, YTo BbicTponan npaBunbHO
BblGpan mecTo. VMIMeHHO 3a4echb Taunock YepHoe 3o, oTpaenstollee nec... Ho ceityac OrHerpus
BNepBble YCOMHWUICS B TOM, YTO NPaBuIibHO NOHAN NpUpoay aToro 3na. Heyxenu ogHa cobaka
MOXET NMPUHECTU B fIEC CTONMbKO CTpaxa U OnycToLLIEeHMNA?

OcTtopoxHo, 6yaTo noakpagpiBasick k 4o6bive, OrHerpmB 3ackonb3un no Tpase, Noka Bnepeamu
He nokasanuncb necvaHble cknoHbl 3menHon Mopku. TyT OH 3amep, noes pTomM Bo3ayx. Cmech
3anaxoB ornywmna ero. 3gecb cBexo naxno beictponanom n BecHaHkown, YyBcTBOBarncsa 6onee
CTapblvi 3anax gpyrux Po30BbIX KOTOB, XYTKO BOHSAMO cobakon, HO cunbHee Bcero 6bin 3anax
TOSbKO YTO NPONUTON KPOBMU.

MecyaHas bypst 06epHynach k HeMy, rnasa ee OT cTpaxa CTany OrpPOMHbIMW.
— 30ecb cnyynnock YTo-To HeBepodaTHoe! CMepTenbHbIn ykac npoH3un OrHerpmsa. OH xoTen
OpocnTbCA HaBCTPEYy CTpaxy, KOTOPLIN Tep3asn ero ¢ NPOLUSIOro HOBOSTYHUSI, XOTEN SIULIOM K

muy BCTPETUTLCA C 6e3nuknm Bparom, npuwieglnm B €ro yiec, HoO He MOr gake noLleBerMMTbCA.

Bamaxom xBocTa OH npukKasasn ToBapuLlam I'IpVI6]'II/I3VITbCF|, M OHM MOJI4a npunann XmMBotamu K
3emMne 1 nononanun, noka He O4YTUINMUCb B HECKOJTbKUX JNTMCbUX MPbIKKaX OT FOPKWU.

Janblue nyTb nperpaxaano noeaneHHoe Aepeo. BeckapabkaBlumnck Ha cTeon, OrHerpus
ObICTPO 06BEN rMasaMu paBHUHY, YCbIMaHHYH Nanon NMCTBon. Bce NUCTbs Gbinun UCTOMNTaHbI U



pacLuBbIpsHbI, MOBCOAY BUOHENUCH crnedbl YbMX-TO OFPOMHBbIX nan. lNocpean NonsiHel
HenoABWXHO Nnexarn YyepHobenbi BeicTponan, a psaom ¢ HAM — ManeHbKasa necrTpas
BecHsaHka.

— O, HeT! — npowenTana NecyaHasa byp4, BaneTada Ha cTBon psgom ¢ OrHerpuBoM. —
BecHsiHouka! — B3BbI1 BenoxeocT u, He goxunaasick npukasa OrHerpuea, 6pocuncsa Ha NonsaHy
K pacnpocTepToMy Teny KOLLKW.

OrHerpuB 3amep, OXuaasd, YTo TOT, KTO TOMNbKO YTO pacTep3an OpyXeHOCLUEB, BbICKOYUT N3-3a
aepeBbeB U HabpocuTca Ha benoxeocTa, HO BCe OCTaBasriocb CMOKOMHO. He 4yBCTBYSi CBOMX
nan, OrHerpmB HENOBKO CMpbIrHyn u nobpen kK Teny beicTponana.

OpyxeHocel, nexan Ha 60Ky, LWMPOKO packuHyB nanbl. Ero yepHo-6enas wepctb 6bina
n3ogpaHa B KNoYbs Y MOKPbITA CTPALIHbIMU paHamn. «3yObl, OCTaBMBLUME 3TW pPaHbl, AOMMKHbI
ObITb B HECKOMNbKO pa3 6onbLue kowadbnx!» — B oueneHeHun nogyman OrHerpus. OpyxeHocel,
ObInT MepTB, 1 OH yMep B 60t0.

— Benukoe 3Be3gHoe nnems, KTo coTBopun ¢ HUM Takoe?! — npowenTtan OrHerpus. OH gaBHO
XWn B cTpaxe, HO TO, YTO Cry4MnocCh, ObIN0 ropas3ao CTpallHee CamblX XXYTKUX ero Kowmapos!
BbicTponana npmMkoH4Yunu, Kak gndb. OXOTHUK cTan Jobbliuen B COGCTBEHHOM fiecy. 3emnsa ywna
n3-nog nan OrHerpusa. CTpaluHble Aena TBOPSATCS B NeECY, rae HapyLeHO M3BeYHOe
paBHOBECUE XN3HU N cMepTH!

KpyTtob6ok u MNMecyaHas Bypst monya cmoTtpenu Ha mepTteoe Teno boicTponana. OrHerpus 3Han,
4yTo KpyTOGOK BCMOMMHAET ceryac apyroe 3anutoe KpoBbio Terno, n Tocka no CepebpsiHke

BHOBb OXXMBAaET B €ro cepaue.

— Kakas Henenas cmepTb! — npocTtoHan OrHerpuB. — Ecnn 6b1 Tonbko CuHsist 3Be3ga
cornacunacb caenatb ero BonHomMm! Ecnu 6bl 51 ocTaBmn ero cpaxartbcs, 1 He nocnan Obl. ..

Ero nepebun ncrowHebin Bonnb benoxeocTa.

— OrHerpus! OrHerpus! BecHsiHka He ymepna! OrHerpus nosepHyncs n 6pocuncs Kk BecHsaHke.
Ee 6eno-pbbkas NaTHUCTas WepCTKa, KOTOPY OHa BCerga CTofb TWaTtenbHO Bbinn3biBana,
cenyac 6bina cnnoLwb NOKpbiTa KOPKOWN 3acoxLien Kpou. C 0gHON CTOPOHbI NNUO ee Obino
CMOBHO OCBEXEBaHO, Ha MecTe rmnasa 3usana kposasas paHa. OgHo yxo 6bino HagopBaHo,
KpoBaBble criefibl OrPOMHbIX KOrTeln nepevyepkusani WeKy U LWeto.

OrHerpus ycnbllan, Kak 3a ero CnMHon CyaopoXHo B3AoxHyna NecyaHaqa byps.

— Hert... — npowenTtana oHa. — O, 3Be3aHOe Nrems, HeT...

CHavana OFHerVIBy nokasanochb, 4To benoxesocT owwmnodcs, n BecHsiHka mepTBa, HO B



criefyoLmMin MUr OH 3aMeTuI, 4To Goka ee cnabo B3AbIMAOTCS, @ B HO3APSX BCKUNAIOT U
nonarTcs Ny3blpbK KPOBaBOW MEHbI.

— lMpueeau MNenenuuy! — Benen oH.

MecuaHas byps 6pocunace B nec, a Kpytobok octancs HenoaBMXHO CTOATb Ha4 TENOM
BbicTponana, CroBHO Xaan, YTo XYTKUA Bpar BOT-BOT BEPHETCS 3a CBOeW epTBon. OrHerpms
NPUHANCS ocMaTpuBaTb paHeHyto BecHsaHKy. CTpax ero noyemy-T1o ucyes. Tenepb OH He
YyBCTBOBAm HUYEro, KpoOMe NegsHoOro CNoKOMCTBUA N APOCTHOIO XXenaHUs OTOMCTUTb 3a HOHbIX
opyxeHocues. OH Monya Bo33Bas K 3Be3gHOMY NrieMeHn 1 npu3san Npegkos nocrnatb emy

CUIbl N YKpEenuTb ero Ayx B 60pb6e C TeéMMU, KTO ocMenunca npnHeCTn B yieC 3TOT KoLLMap.

BenoxsocT cBepHyrcAa Ha 3eMne psaaoM ¢ HENOABUMXHBIM Ternom BecHsiHKM 1 npuHAancs
BbINU3bIBaTb €1 JIMLIO N LWEPCTb BOKPYT YLIEN.

— Tbl He ymupan, BecHsiHouka, — wentan oH. — Tenepb A ¢ Tobon. Cenvac npuget
Menenuua. NoTepnu eLle HEMHOXKO, NoXanyncra.

OrHerpuB HUKorga He BUAEN ero B TakoM cMATeHuun. «[yCcTb 3Be3HbIe NpeaKku cxXanaTtca Hag
HUM! — B3MoONUIcAa oH. — [yCcTb BenbIfn KOTUK HUKOrAA He y3HaeT Ton 60mun, KOTOpPYLo UchbiTan
KpyTobok, notepsiB cBoto CepebpsiHKy, 1 koTopyto nodHan OrHerpus nocne cmeptu

MecTponuctomn».

OpHo yLwko BecHsiHkm cnabo gporHyno nog sisbikom benoxeocta. OctaBluniics rnas ¢ Tpyaom
NPUOTKPLINICA M CHOBA 3aKPbISCS.

— BecHsaHka! — cknoHuncs k He OrHerpmB. — BecHsiHKa, ckaxkun, KTo 9To caenan?
[Ma3s oTKpbINCcA Wwupe, 3aTyMaHeHHbIM B3op ynepcs npamo B nuuo OrHerpuea.
— Y10 cnyyunocb? — HacTomMynBo nosTopun oH. — KTo 810 caenan?

Cnabbiin CTOH UcToprest U3 rpyan BecHsiHkM, 1 Yepes kakoe-To BpeMsi OrHerpme ¢ Tpyaom
pa3obpan crnoBa — W1 OKOYeHen OT yxaca.

— CBopa, cBopa, cBopa, — wenTana BecHsiHka. — Y6usan, yousan.

Masa XX



— OHa BbhkmBeT? — cnpocun OrHerpm. BmecTo oteeTa Nenenuua yctano B3goxHyna. OHa
npubexana Kk 3menHon Mopke Tak BbICTPO, Kak TONMbKO NO3BONUIA ee N3ypogoBaHHasA nana, u
TYT Xe NpuHanack kongosatb Hag BecHaHkon. OHa 3aTkHyna nayTuHoOW camble rnybokme paHbl,
4YTOObI OCTAHOBUTL KPOBOTEYEHMNE, N Aana HECYACTHOW MaKOBOrO CEMEHM, YTOObI YCNOKOUTb
6onb. Kak Tonbko KpoBb OCTaHOBMMACh, BECHAHKY CO BCE OCTOPOXKHOCTbLIO MEPEHECN B
narepb 1 yNoOXunuv B NanopoTHUKOBOE rHe3abILLKO Bo3ne newepbl MNenenuupl. B co3HaHue
yyeHunua 6onblue He npuxoauna.

— He 3Hato, — npusHanace, HakoHel, [Nenennua. — A caenana Bce, 4To Morna. Tenepb ee
>KM3Hb B Nanax 3Be34HOro nriemMeHu.

— OHa cunbHas Kowka! — HeyBepeHHO ckasdan OrHerpus, NbiTasicb yoeauTb camoro cebs.
Jlexawas B nanopoTHMkax BecHsiHka BoBce He Bbirnsggena cunbHon. Cenvac oHa Kasanacb
COBCEM MareHbKOW, MeHbLLEe KOTEHKa, U Kaxabli ee BOoX kasanca OrHerpuy nocrnegHuM.

— [axe ecnv oHa nonpaBuUTCs, TO HABCer4a OCTaHEeTCH U3Yypo4OBaHHON! — Cyxo 3ameTuna
Menenuua. — £ He cMorna cnacTu HU YX0, HY rMas. He gymato, 4To oHa korga-Hnbyab CMOXET
ctatb BoMHOM, OrHerpus.

OrHerpuvB KMBHYIN 1 C TPyAOM 3acTaBur cebs NOCMOTPETb Ha MCKaneyYeHHyo NonoBuHy nuua
BecHsHkK. Bce npounsoluefluee CrmwKoM OoCTpO HanoMHUITO emy Tpareguio ¢ lNenenvuen,
korga LepbaTas BnepBble ckasana emy, 4TO M3ypoaoBaHHAs HOra y4eHWULbl HUKOTAA YXKe He
cpacTeTcs Kak criegyer.

— OHa roesopwuria 4To-To 0 «CBOpe», — NpobopmoTan oH. — XoTen Obl 51 3HaTb, YTO Takoe OHa
yBugena?!

— OHa yBugena 1o, Yero Mbl Tak 4onro 6osnuck, — MpayvHo oteeTuna Menenvua. — B necy
MOCENUNOChb HEYTO, N 3TO HEYTO ULLET HAC, YTOObI YHUYTOXNUTb. O6 3TOM rOBOPUN MOV COH!

— 4 3Hato, — BMHOBaTO cropbunca OrHerpms. — A JOMmMKeH Obin AaBHBIM-A4ABHO YTO-HMOYAb
caenatb! Beab 3BesgHoe nnemsa u CuHen 3esesae nockinano npegynpexaeHue!

— [a Tonbko CuHsasa 3Be3na 6onblue He NUTAET HUKAKOro YBaXKEHUS K 3BE34HbIM NPeaKaM. ..
YanBuTENbHO, YTO OHa BOOGLLE Bbiciywana ux!

— Tbl gymaellb, 370 BCe M3-3a Hee?! — B yxxace yctaBuncs Ha lNenenvuy OrHerpus.

— HeTt! — ¢ ycunuem oteeTuna MNenenvua v, npubnusmeLuMch, npwxanacb 6okomM k OrHerpumey.
— 3Be3gHoe Nnemsi He NocbINaeT 3110, S YBEpeHa B 3TOM.



LLlypwaHrne nanopoTHNKOB BO3BECTUINO O BO3BpaLleHun benoxeocTta.
— KaxeTtcs, 1 Benena t1ebe natm otgoxHyTe! — paccepgunace Nenenunua.

— £ He mory ycHyTb! — BenocHeXHbIM KOTUK nogoLuen Gnuke 1 ycencsa Bosne BecHaHkn. — A
X04y BbITb C HEWN PSAAOM, — OH CKIOHWM FONOBY M NU3HYI MCKaNEYEeHHYH KOLLEYKY B nfevo. —
Cnun cnokonHo, BecHsiHka. Tl BCe paBHO KpacmBasi, YHeCTHOe CroBo! — rops4yo 3awenTtasn OH. —
BosBpaluarics k Ham, noxanyincta! A He 3Hato, rae Tbl Tenepb, HO Tbl 06A3aTENBbHO
BO3BpaLLancs!

OH elle pa3 N1M3Hyn ee 1 BOPYr, Pe3Ko MOAHSIB rofoBy, C HEHABUCTLIO NocmoTpen Ha OrHerpuea.

— OTO Tbl BO BCEM BMHOBAT! — KPWUKHYN OH. — Ecnu 6bl OHKM ¢ BbiCcTponanom ctanu BOMHamu,
OHW He BCTpeTunu 6bl cmepTb Y 3menHown Mopku! OrHerpus TBepAO BblaepKan ero 3nobHbIN
B3rnsag.

— A 3Hal0, — TUXO OTBETUN OH. — A NblTancs, NoBepb.

OH 3amonyan, 3acnbllwas Ybn-To BbICTPbIE LWarKn, 1, MOBEPHYBLUMCH, YBUAEN NpubnukatoLLytocs
CuHioto 3Besay. OrHerpus cam nocbinan 3a Hen lNMecyanyto Bypto, 1 Tenepb 06e KOLKK
NnogoLUn K paHeHoMN.

MpenBoguTenbHULA JOMro cTodana, Monyda rmags Ha BecHsHKy. YBuaeB, kak benoxsocT aep3sko
BCKMHYN ronosy, OrHerpme ucnyrasncs, 4YTo Monogon BOUH cenyac npu Bcex 06BUHUT CUHIO
3Be3gy B NnpounsoLleaLlen Tparegun, Ho TOT NpomMoryan.

CuHsaa 3Be3ga onycTuna Beku u cnpocuna: — OHa ymupaet?

— Ha Bce Bons 3Be3gHoOro nnemeHn, — cypoBo oTBeTuna lenenuua, BelpasuTenbHO Nornsaes
Ha OrHerpuBa.

— OT HUX Henb34A xaaTb munocepausa! — npopbivana CuHas 3sesga. — Ecnu ee cyapba
3aBUCUT OT BOMNM 3BE3AHOIO NMEMeHN, 3HA4YUT, OHa yMmpeT!

— YMpeT, gaxe He cTaB BOMHOM! — rpyCTHO M OTPELLEHHO cKkasan benoxsocT, npukasLwnch
n6om k nnevy BecHsiHKuN.

— lMoyemy xe? — HexoTs BypkHyna CuHssa 3sesga. — CyulecTByeT 0cobbIvi puTyan — K
cYacTblo, K HeMy npuberaroT KpanHe pefKo — COrmacHO KOTOPOMY YMUPaIOLLEro opyXeHocua,
€CInu OH AeNCTBUTENbHO JOCTOMH, MOXHO MOCBATUTb B BOMHbI, 4abbl OH cMmor 3abpaThb B
3Be3Hoe NnemMsi CBoe BOMHCKOE NUMS.



He Bepsa cBoum ywam, OrHerpms 3ataun abixaHue. Heyxenn CunHas 3Besga pewmna
nepecTynuTb Yepes cBon 0Omabl Ha 3Be34HbIX NpeakoB?! N HeyxXenn oHa rotoBa NpuaHaTth, YTO
HanpacHo oTkasana BecHsHKke B AaBHO 3aCny>XeHHOM €0 BOUHCKOM UMEHN?

BenoxsocT nocmoTpen B rnasa CuHen 3Be3nbl U paBkHyn: — Toraa caenan ato! CuHasa 3sesaa,
Kasanochb, faxe He 3ameTuna ero gep3octu. OrHerpus ¢ Nenenvuen NNoTHee NpwXxanucb gpyr
K apyry, MNecyaHas bypst monya nogowwna énuke, 4YTobbl HE NPONYCTUTbL HX €AMHOrO COoBa, U
npeaBoanTENbHNULA, CKOPOHO CKIOHUB rOMOBY, 3aroBopuna:

— 4 npolly MOMX NpeaKkoB-BoMTENEN 0OpaTUTb CBOM B30PbI HAa 3Ty yveHuuy. OHa no3Hana
BOMHCKWUI 3aKOH U OTAarna XusHb 3a cBoe nnems. [Nyctb 3Be3gHoe nnemMs npuMmeT ee nog
nmeHeM... — OHa 3amonyana, 1 BAPYr rfasa ee CBEPKHYNM XONo4HbIM NflaMeHeM rHeea. —
MycTb NpuMmyT ee nog umeHem besnukaga! MNMycTb KaXabIn KOT 3HAET, KaK XXeCTOKO 3Be3Hble
npeaky 3abpanu ee ot Hac!

OrHerpuvB B CTpaxe ycTaBUIICSl Ha NpeaBoanTenbHULY. Kak oHa MOoXeT BbiTb Takomn
GeccepaeyHon?! Heyxenu gaxe cMepTenbHO paHeHyo BecHsHKY OHa rotoBa MCMnonb30BaTh Kak
opyaue B cBoer 6esymHon 6opbbe co 3Be3gHbiM nnemeHem?!

— 3710 xecTokoe, ragkoe umsi! — 3akpmnyan benoxsoct. — A ecnu oHa BbIXknseT?!

— 3HauuT, BygeT NoCTOSAHHO HanoOMWHATL HaM O Beccepaeynn 3Be3gHOro nemeHn! —
otBeTuna CuHAs 3Be3aa, 1 rofnioc ee Npo3Byyan TMX0, Kak LWenoTt. — 3Be3gHbIM npeakam
NPUAETCS CMUPUTBLCS € MoMM pelleHnem! MycTb NpuHMMatoT ee nog uMeHem besnukas unun He
npuHMMatoT BoBce!

BenoxeBocT BO3MyLLIEHHO MOCMOTPEN Ha HEE U CKITOHWUI FONOBY, BUAS, YTO CNOPUTb
©eccMbICNEHHO.

— lMycTb e 3Be3gHOe nnems NpuMeT ee nog nmeHem beanukasn! — nostopuna Cunas 3ee3na
N, HAKIMOHUBLLUUCb, NIEFOHBKO KOCHYAcb HOCOM FOfOBbl U3PaHEHHOM KOLKN. — BoT n Bce! —
npowenTana oHa. CroBHO OYHYBLUUCHL OT ee NPUKOCHOBEHUS, BecHsiHka BApYr NpuoTKpbina
rnas. Barnag ee He BbipaXkan HUYEro, KpoMe CMepTENbHOrO yXaca. Heckonbko MrHOBEHWUI OHa
MY4YMTENbHO CTapanacb O4HYTbCH, MOTOM ropsAYo 3allenTtana:

— CBopa, cBopa, cBopa.... Yoen, yben... CuHaa 3sesga oTnpsiHyna 1 3agpoxana,
OLLETMHUBLLUUCD.

— Y707?! YTO OHa X04eT cka3aTb? — KpUKHyrna oHa. Ho besnukas yxxe cHoBa notepsna
co3HaHue. CuHaa 3Besna nepesena 6e3ymMHbIn B3rMs4 ¢ OrHerpyea Ha lNenenvuy n cHoBa

yCTaBUIiaCb Ha paHEeHYHo.

— YT0 OHa xoTena ckasatb? — NOBTOpPWI1a OHa.



— A He 3Halo, — pacTepsiHHO oTBeTuNa lNenenuua. — Bonblue OHa HMYero He rosopuna.

— OrHerpus! A Begb rosopuna Tebe... — ¢ Tpyaom Bbigasuna CuHas 3se3na. — 3BesgHoe
nnems nocnarno MHe 3Hak O NpuTaMBLUEMCS B Necy 3ne.

OHuK HasblBanu aTo 310 «CBopa». 3Ha4uUT, 3TO caenana «ceopa»? lNenenuua, HU Ha KOro He
rnags, ckrnoHunach Hag beanukon. OrHerpue NMXopagoyHo nomnbiTancsd NnpuayMarb OTBET,
KOTOpbIr ycnokoun 6bl npeasogmTenbHULY. 3a4eM e 3HaTb, YTO Kakoe-To 6e3bIMsiHHOE 310
OXOTMUTCS Ha ee KOTOB, KaK Ha Anyb? Ho nyCcTbiM yBEPEHNSAM OHA TOXE HE MOBEPUT... 3HauuT,
HY>KHO NMpuaymaTtb YTOo-HMOyab yoeantenosHoe.

— HWKTO He 3HaeT, — OTBETMN OH HakoHel, — A npeaynpexy natpynu, 4YTOObI BbINK Ha4eKy,
HO...

— Ho ecnu 3Be3gHoe nnemsi obpekno Hac Ha cMepTb, HUKakue NaTpynu He nomoryTt! — ¢
npespeHnem otBeTuna eMy CuHsis 3sesga. — Bo3MOXHO, OHUM 1 CBOPY-TO 3Ty nocnasnm Tonbko
3ateMm, YTobbl NokapaTb MeHs!

— Het! — cepauto obepHynack Nenenvua n nocmoTpena Nnpsamo B rfasa CBOewn
npegeoauTenbHuue. — 3Be3QHOE NNeMs He nocbinano H1ukakon ceopbl. MNMpeakn-sontenmu
3abotatca o Hac! OHM He BbiKa3bIBalOT CBOEr0 HEAOBOMLCTBA, NOChIIas CMepTb U YHUYTOXas
BCe kuBoe B necy! CuHaa 3eesaa, Tl AomkHa B 310 nosepuTb! Ho CuHasa 3Be3na aaxe
BHUMaHUS He obpaTuna Ha ee crnoBa. OHa npubnuamnack k Besnmkon n monya ckrnoHunach Hag
Hewn.

— MpocTn MeHsi, — npollenTana oHa. — A HaBnekna Ha Tebs rHeB 3Be3gHOro nnemeHu!
3aTem OHa noBepHynach 1 yLina B CBOK NeLlepy.

Kak TofbKo oHa yuwina, ropecTHbIN BONSb AOHECCHA CO CTOPOHbI rMaBHOWM NOMsSHbLI. bpocuBLIKCE B
nanopoTHukn, OrHerpus ysuaen, 4to Jonroxsoct n KpyTo6ok BHOCAT Ha NoNsHy MeEpPTBOE TENo
BoicTponana. Korga ero nonoxunu Ha 3emnto, [lonroxsocCT ner pagomM Co CBOUM YepHO-0erbiM
YYEHUKOM 1 3apbIfiCs HOCOM B €ro XONoAHYH0 LWEepPCTb, Kak NogobaeT HacTaBHUKY, ckopbswemy
0 CMepTu cBoero opyxeHocua. Matb beicTponana, 3narowenka, cena no gpyryto CTOpoHy OT
Hero, a psiAoM C Hew ycTpounucb ExxeBnyka n PbbkmHka — cBogHble 6pat u cectpa nornbLuero.
[Masa y KOTAT BblnKn KpyrnbiMK OT CTpaxa.

OrHerpuB 3a0XHYICst OT TOCKM M oT4asiHUsi. OH 3Han, 4To [JonroxBocT UCKpeHHe ntobun cBoero
yYeHuKa 1 Gbin emy XopoLUMM HacTaBHUKOM. OH He 3acnykun Takon 6onu!

BepHysLuunch k MNenenuue, OrHerpus yesuaen, YTo MNMecvaHas bypsa nogoLwna K uenutenbHuue v
OCTaHOBMMACh, MsSAs, KaK Ta JTOBKO BbIHUMAET M3 paH HAMOKLLYHO OT KPOBU NayTUHY U
3aMeHSseT ee CBeXeM.



— MoxXeT ObITb, OHa BbikapabkaeTtcs, — npowenTtana lNecyaHas byps. — Ecnun kTo-TO Ha cBeTe
N MOXET el NOMOYb, TaK 3TO TOMBKO Tbl!

Tol ny4duwlad uenumternbHula BO BCEM J1ECY, Menenuua.
Menenuua nogHana ronosy n c 6J'IaFOD,apHOCTbPO nocMoTpena Ha pbiKYK KOLLKY.

— Cnacu6o, MNMecyaHas bByps. Ho LueneGHble TpaBbl MOTYT NWLb OTBPATUTL CMePTb... Botochb,
ecnu beanukas BbPKMBET, OHa He 3axo4eT brnarogaputb MeHs!

OrHerpuB noHsn, yero 6outca MNenenvua. VickaneyeHHas KoLliKa MOXET HUKOrga He CMUPUTBLCS
C TeMm, BO YTO npeBpaTuna ee «ceopay... CMOXET Nnn oHa korga-Hubyap ctaTb KoponeBon? Yto

€CINW XXYTKME paHbl CTaHYT NMOCTOSIHHbIM KOLLUMAapPOM €€ XWU3HW?!

— 41 Bce paBHo 6yagy o0 Hel 3aboTuTbesa! — noknanca benoxesocT, nogHMMasi ronoey OT Tena
BecHsiHKu.

OrHerpuvB NodyBCTBOBAs ropaoCTb 3a CBOEro opykeHocua. Ecnv nnemsiHHKK korga-Hnbyab
CMOXET NPOSIBUTb CTOSb e 6e30roBopOYHYH0 NpeaaHHOCTb BOUHCKOMY 3aKOHY, OH CTaHeT
nyYwmM BOMHOM nnemeHm!

MecyaHas bypst ocTopoxHO 0BOHIOXana BecHsHKy 1 oTowwna.

— A npuHecy Bam ¢ benoxeBocToM Yero-Hnbyab BKYCHEHbKOro, — ckasana oHa lNenenuvue. — U
BblOepy Kycodek noHexHen ana besnukon.

Korga oHa o4HeTCs, TO HaBepHSKa 3axo4eT eCcTb! — C HanyCKHOW YBEPEHHOCTLIO Nporosopusia
OHa 1 y6exxana B NanopOTHUKMN.

— 1 He xo4dy ecTb, — yCTano n paBHOAYLWHO oTo3Barica benoxsoct. — MHe nnoxo.

— Tebe HyXeH COH, — nackoBo ckasana emy lNenenuua. — A gam Tebe MakoBbIX 3€peH.

— He Hy>XHO MHe HuKakmx 3epeH! A xody 6bITb pssaom ¢ besnuvkon!

— £ He cnpawmBato, Yero Tbl XO4eLlb, a FOBOPHO, YTO AOIMKeH! — cTporo 3assuna Nenenvua. —
Tbl He 3a0bin1, 4TO 6GogpCcTBOBAM BCHO MPOLUMYIO HOYL? — HaNOMHWUIIa oHa U gobaeuna,
cMsrymBLINCh: — A obellato, 4To cpasdy pasbyxy Tebs, Kak TONbKO B €e COCTOSIHUMN YTO-HUOYOb

N3MEHUTCA.

lMoka oHa xoauna 3a cemeHamu, OI'HeI'pVIB CO4yBCTBEHHO NOCMOTpPEsT Ha CBOEero ninemMaHHuKa m
TUXO CKasarl:



— LenutenbHuuy Hago cnywatbes. Pas oHa Benena cbecTb MakoBble 3epHa, 3HaYMT, Haao
CbecCTb.

BenoxeocT HM4ero He oTBETWUI, HO Koraa lMenenvua BepHynacb ¢ CyxXol MakoBOW rofloBKOM U
BbITPSICNA Ha 3eMIi0 nepes HUM HECKOIbKO YepHbIX ceMeyek, 6ENOCHEXHbI BOMH Moya
CIU3HYN UX 1 NpOrnoTun. N3my4yeHHbI 1 ycTarnblil, OH npmxarncst K BecHsiHke u TyT xe
npoBanuncs B rny6oK1in CoH.

— BoT yx He gyman, 4To OH cnocobeH Tak 3aboTUTbCsl 0 KOM-HMOYAbL! — wenHyn OrHerpms
Menenuue.

— Heyxenwu Tbl HAYEro He 3ameyan? — cnpocuna Ta, u B ee rornoce OrHerpuey Novyannoch
HacMeLunmBoe n3ymnenune. — [la oH e Bce neTo xoguT 3a Heln no natam! OH BntoGneH, BOT U
BCS pasrajka.

[locTaToyHo BbINo 0AHOro B3rnsAa Ha CBepHyBLUEerocs Bosne BecHsiHku BenoxeocTa, 4Tobbl
noHsATb — lMenenuua, kak Bcerga, bbina npasa.

OrHerpuvB nogoLuen K Kyve ceexaTuHbl. ConHue AOCTUMMO MakyLLKM Heba, 1 SipKo 03apsasio
NONSIHY, HO €ro fy4y NoYTU He corpeBany 3emnio. B nec npuwen ce3oH Monbix [epeBbes.

MpoLwno y>xe HECKONbKO AHEN € TOro CTpaLlHOro yTpa, korga nornb beictponan u 6eina
nckanevyeHa BecHsiHka. PaHeHas kolueyka no-npexxHemy oT4asiHHO 6oporach 3a CBOK XWU3Hb, U
Menenvua Bbipa3una OCTOPOXHYIO HaAeXay Ha ee Bbi3aopoBneHne. benoxsoct novtn Bce
Bpems NnpoBoami Boane 6onbHon, noatoMy OrHerpue BpeMEHHO 0CcBO6OAUIT €ro OT HECEHUS
BOMHCKNX 06A3aHHOCTEN.

Mpoxoasa no nonsive, OrHerpme 3ameTun, 4To KpyTo6oK BbILEN U3 NeLepbl U HanpaBuics K
obwen kyye. Mo gopore ero o6orHan Yactokon u, rpy6o TOMKHYB, BbIXBATW U3-NO4 CaMOro
Hoca KpyTtoboka ynutaHHoro kponuka. Ctoawumn psgom Oeim Harpagun Kpytoboka
ncnenensaroLwmm B3rnag0oM, U cepblili BOMH OCTAHOBUSICH, He peLlasicb NOAOWTU 3a e40n, noka
o6a 3abusikn He ywnm obeaatb B KyCTbl KpanmBebl.

OrHerpuvB yCcKopun war u npuénusuncs K apyry.

— He ob6paluai BHuMaHusa! — npowenTtan oH Ha yxo KpyTo6oky. — OHM NpuBbLIKIY AyMaTb
xBocTamu! Kpytobok ¢ 6narogapHOCTbi0 MOCMOTPEN Ha HEro Y OCTOPOXHO BbITALLMI U3 Ky4n
COPOKY.

— MoxerT, noegmum Bmecte? — npeanoxun OrHerpme n, B3iB NOMNEBKY, HANPaBUNCA K 3arnMTomy
COMHLEM necyaHOMy NATayKy BO3ne BOMHCKOW neluepbl. — He no3sonsmn aTum ABovM 3anyraTb
Tebsa! OHM He CMOryT BE4HO CKanuTb 3yObl!



Cynsa no Bcemy, y Kpytoboka 6bino gpyroe MHEHME, OQHAKO OH nNpeanoyesnt oCTaBuUTb ero npu
cebe. BovHbl npuHanuck 3a eqy, TO U Aeno normsaapiBas Ha UrpatoLLmMx Bo3ne AETCKON KOTAT.
JTiobydacb manbiwammu, OrHerpme ¢ TOCKOM BCIOMMHA, Kak niobuna Bo3nTbCH C KOTATaMun
BecHsaHka. CMOXeT nn oHa koraa-Hubyab MMeTb COBCTBEHHbIX AeTen?

— npOCTO nopasnTernibHO, A0 Yero 3ToT Maliblll MOXO0X Ha CBOEro otua! — 3ametun prTO6OK,
maaa Ha KyBblpKatoLwerocsa B nbiiin E)KeBVI‘-IKy.

— Bynem HapeaTbes, OH He cTaHeT BecTu cebs, kak ero oteu! — npoueaunn OrHerpums, ¢
3amMmupaHueM cepaua rmaasa Ha 1o, Kak KopeHacTblin ExxeBrYKa HaBanumncsa Ha KpoLLEYHOro
CuvHernaskMHoro KoTeHka v npwxan ero kK 3emne. Ho B cnegytoLLmii MUr OH ¢ obreryeHnem
nepeBen AyxX — NeCTPeHbKU Manblill TOBKO BbIGPancs ns-nog CBOero NpoTUBHMUKA U C
BecenbIiM NMMCKOM HaKMHyNcs Ha ExeBunuky.

— [Nopa 6kl yX emy cTaTb opyXeHocueM, — HanoMHui Kpytob6ok. — OHK ¢ PbiXnHKOM ropasgo
cTapLe, 4eMm... — OH pe3Ko 3amonyan, 1 XXenTble ero rnasuim 3aTyMaHunmcb rpycTblo.

OFHerVIB NOHAN, YTO APYr TOCKYET O CBOUX KOTATaAX, HaBcerga oCtaBLLUNXCA B PeyHom nnemenw.

— [a, nopa BbIb6paTb MM HAaCTaBHMKOB, — OTBETWI OH, CTapasiCb OTBIEYb Apyra OT rOpbKMX
MbIcrien. — Xouy nonpocutb CuHo 3Be3ay Aatb MHE B OpyXeHocubl ExxeBuuky. Kak Thbl
AyMaellb, KTO Mor 6bl cTaTb...

— Tbl Xo4ewWwb B3ATb ExxeBnyky?! — ¢ yxxacom nocmotpen Ha Hero KpyTo6ok. — Tbl XopoLlo
nogyman?

— A 4TO B 3TOM TaKoro? — orpbI3Hyncs OrHerpue, YyBCTBYS, KaK LUEBENUTCS LIEePCTb Y HEro Ha
3arpuske. — lNMocne Toro kak BenoxeocT cTan BOMHOM, Y MEHS1 MOKa eLle HET opy)xeHocLa.

— Ho Tbl He Nbuwb ExeBnyky! — Bo3MyLLEHHO BOCKNMKHYN KpyTo6oK. — A HK B 4eM Tebs He
BMHIO, HO, MOXET, fydLle AaTb Marnbllly HacTaBHWKa, KOTOPbIA CyMeeT nonbuTs ero u byaer
eMy [OBepATb?

OrHerpuB 3agymaricsi. KpyTo6ok 6bin npas, Ho OrHerpuB YyBCTBOBAr, YTO HE CMOXET JOBEPUTb
E>xeBunyKy HMKoMy, kpome cebsi. OH JomKeH caM BOCMUTaTb 3TOr0 KOTEHKA, TOMNbKO Torga oH

CMOXET BbITb yBE€pPEH B ero npeaaHHOCTun FposoBomy nnemeHu!

— A yxxe NpuHAn pelieHne! — pesko oTBETU OH. — £ cnpalumBato, KOro Tbl MOCOBETYELLb Bbl
OpaTb B HacTaBHMKKN ANt PbDKUHKN?

prTO6OK nomMors4yarn, CNnoBHO XOTes1 YTO-TO CKa3aTtb, HO MOTOM nepeaymasn u noxan nnedyamn.



— CTpaHHo, 4TO Thbi cripawwmBaeLlb 06 aToM! ACHO, KTO MOXET fy4Lle BCeX BOCNUTaTb 3Ty
Manbiwky! — Buas, yto OrHerpue NpogormkaeT HE NOHUMALOLLE CMOTPETL Ha Hero, KpyTobok
paccmesrnca: — OX Thl, MbllleronoBkln! NecyaHada Byps, k1o xe ee!

OrHerpmB OTKyCUIN 300POBEHHbIN KYCOK MoneBku 1 3agymancs. MecyaHasn Bypsi Gbina onbiTHOM
BOUTENbHULIEW, OHa NpoXoAua NoAroToBKY oAHOBPEMEHHO ¢ OrHerpmeoM, KpyTo6okom 1
[lbIMOM, HO eAMHCTBEHHAs N3 HUX YETBEPbIX ellle HM pa3y He bbina HacTaBHUUen. Tem He
MEHee OH NOYEMY-TO HE XOTeN A0BePSATb el BocnuTaHne PbiKUHKK.

MpornoT1B Kycok, OH 3a4yM4MBO NPOMU3HEC:

— B cBoe Bpemsa s1 noutn noobewan otgate bBypomy B opyxkeHocubl CHexka. byaet
cnpasennveo, ecnu s nonpowy CuHioo 3Be3aly NopyyYnTb eMy BocnutaHme PuiknHku. Bypbin
OTMNYHBIA BOVH U CyMEET CTaTb XOPOLUMM HacTaBHUKOM!

B rnmasax KpyTtoboka npomenbKkHyna nioxo ckpbiTasi ropgoctb. Korga-to gaBHO OH cam Obin
HacTaBHUKOM Byporo, n emy 6b110 NPUATHO yCnbIWaTh, KAKUM YBaXXEHUEM NOMb3YETCS €ero
ObIBLLIMI opykeHocel. B crnegytowmn mur Kpyto6ok nocepbesHen n He4oBEPUNBO HACTOPOXMI
yLm.

— 3710 OTroBOpPKWH, OFHerI/IB. Hactosiwas npnynHa coscem B pyrom, 1 Tbl NPpeKpacHoO 3TO
3Haellb.

— O yem a70 TbI?!

— Tbl He xo4eLwb nopyunTb PeibknHKy MecyaHon bBype, notomy 4to 6oumwbesa 3sesgouanal
OrHerpvB Morn4a yCcTaBuCa Ha apyra 1 ¢ y)Kacom NoHsn, 4to ToT npae. OH 6osncs 3a
MecuyaHyto Bypto, HO OTKasbiBancs NpU3HaTbCsl B 3TOM Aaxe cebe camomy!

— Tbl xouewwb ybepeyb ee, — npogormkan Kpytobok, B ynop rnagsa Ha monyaswero OrHerpmaa.

— W y10 B 3TOM nnoxoro?! — B3opeancs OrHerpme. — Ecnun xo4elwb 3HaTb, 3Be3gouan yxe
nogrosopun YacTtokona npmeectu kK HeMy aetei! [lymaellb, OH Ha 3ToM ocTaHoBuUTCA?! Unun Thl
nonaraelb, YTo eMy OyoeT OCTaTOYHO NPOCTO BUAETLCS C HUMK BO Bpemsi CoBeToB?!

— Her, s Tak He gymato! — pasgpaxeHHo dbipkHyn KpyTobok. — Ho Tbl nogyman o NecyaHon
Bype?! Kpome TOro, oHa BoBCe He ManeHbkas pobkasi Koponesa, Cry4yanHo nonasLlasi B Nnems
cypoBbix BoMHOB! KTo-kTO, a NecuaHas byps BnonHe MoXeT noctoaTb 3a cebsa! OrHerpms
HeyBEepEHHO MoBen nnevyom.

— MNecyaHon bype npuaerca cMnpntbca ¢ MouMm pelleHrem! A yeepeH, CuHasa 3esesaa
cornacutcsa otaatb PebKMHKY Bypomy.



XKenTble rasuwa Kpytoboka 3aTymaHUnNnch npeayyBcTBMEM CKOpoi Geabl.

— Tbl rmawaran, Tebe pewatb. Ho 3Han, MNMecyaHon Bype 3TO He NOHPaBUTCHA, — MpPaAYHO
npegocTeper OH.

— Tbl Xo4eLwb cTaTb HacTaBHMKOM ExxeBunyukn? — cnpocmna CuHsis 3se3ga. OrHerpume ctosn B
ee newepe. OH TONbKO YTO AONOXUI NPEABOANTENBHMLE O NOAPOCLUNX OPY>KEHOCLAX U
NpeanoXun YyCTPOUTb Ha 3akaTe LepeMOHMIO NOCBALLEHNS.

— [la, — oTteeTun oH. — A bypomy npegnarato nopy4mTb BocnnTaHne PbiKUHKN.

CwuHsasa 3Be3ga nogHAna Ha Hero NpuULypPeHHbIA CUHUIA B3MMAA,.

— lNpepaTenb xo4eT BOCNUTLIBATL CbiHa NpeaaTensa? — Xpunno paccmesnacb oHa. Cyasa no
BCeMy, cyabba PbPKMHKM €e HUCKONBbKO HE MHTepecoBana, Bce ee MbICnn 6biny 3aHATHI
ExxeBnykon. —

Kak cnaBHO!

— CuHaa 3Bes3aa, B HaweM nnemenn HeT npegatenen! — yctano ckasan OrHerpus, No3abbiB
Jaxke cBOe NOCTOSIHHOEe HedoBepue K ExxeBunuke.

— [Aenan, uyto xodeLwb, OrHerpus! — npesputensHO bipkHyna CuHaga 3sesga. — MHe HeT
HWKaKoro gena [o TOro, YTo MPOUCXOANUT B 9TOM LLAKe N3MEHHNKOB!

OrHerpuB 3actaBun cebsi cmonyatb. Beiiias u3 nanatku, oH OKMHYN B3opoM nonsiHy. ConHue
yXXe KIMOHWMOCb K 3emIe, U Bce NnemMsi Bo30Y»KAEHHO ryaeno, oxuaas Hadana LepeMOoHUN.

OrxerpuB Hawen B Tonne byporo n nogosean ero k cebe.

— MHe KaxeTcs, Tbl TOTOB CTaTb HAaCTaBHUKOM, — OOBbSABUIT OH. — He oTKaxellbcs B3ATb Ha
BocnutaHne PbiknHKy? Masa Byporo BCNbIXHYNM OT pagocTu.

— lNpaBga? — nepecnpocun oH. — BoT 3q0poBo!

— Tbl OTNKYHO cnpaBuLLbCs, — Tenno ckasan OrHerpmB. — 3Haellb, Kak BecTu cebsi Bo Bpemst
LepemMoHnmn?

OH 3amonyan, yBuaes HanpasnsitoLLyocs k HAM MecyaHyto Bypto.

— Moroaun HemHoro, bypbin, — BbicTpo NpowenTan OrHerpme. — A cenvac kK Tebe BepHycb! —
noobeLuan oH 1 6pocunca HaBCcTpedy NaneBon KOLLEeYKe.

— OT10 npaBga, 4To pacckadan mHe Kpytobok?! — pesko cnpocuna NecyaHasn byps. — Tbl B



camom gene npocun CuHioo 3Be3aly otaatb PeiknHKY Ha BocnvTaHne bypomy?

OrHerpuB crnoTHyn kom B roprie. Lepctb Ha 3arpuske NecyaHon Bypu ctoana gbibom,
3eneHble rnasa MeTanu MOMHUK.

— 310 NpaBaa, HO... — Ha4arn OH.
— Ho qa ropasgo onbiTHee byporo!

OrHerpuB egBa caepxxancs, 4tobbl He pacckasaTtb en BCcto npasgy. MoxeT ObiTb, NecyaHas
Byps nepecraHeT cepauTbCA, €cnm NOMMET, YTO OH AenaeT 3To ToNbKo paan Hee? Ho,
NMOCMOTPER B MbifatoLLme rmasa pbbken Kok, OrHerpmB ncnyrancsi, 4To oHa NpuAaeT B SiPOCTb,
y3HaB, YTO OH NbITaeTca orpaguTb ee oT 3Be3gouana. Yero 4obporo, peLunT, YTO OH CcUYUTaET ee
cnabon, HecnocobHOM 3alNTUTL HK cebsl, HM OpYXXEHOCLA OT MECTU NPeaBoaUTENS NNeMEHM
Tenen!

— Y70 MOnuunwb? — rpo3Ho cnpocuna MecyaHasa bypsa. — Tbl cumTaelwb, 1 He Mory ObITb
XOpOLLEen HacTaBHuLEN, ga?

— Her, yto TbI! BoBce HeT! — ucnyrancsa OrHerpus.

— Torga B yem geno? HasoBu xoTsa Gbl 04HY NPUYMHY, MO KOTOPOW St HE MOy CTaTb
HacTaBHMLUEN PbKNHKK!

— [eno B TOM... B TOM... — 3anenetan OrHerpus, nNbiTasgcb NpuaymaTb Kakoe-Hnbyab
pasymMHoe 00bsACHeHne. — A xouy, 4Tobbl Thl 6onbLle oxoTunack, BOT! Thl HENpeB3oMAEHHas
oxoTHuua, MNecyaHasa byp4a! Tel ny4dlwas oxoTHULA BO BceM nriemeHn! A BO BpeMs ce3oHa [onbix
[lepeBbeB OnumM CTaHeT ewe MeHbLUe. Thl Hy)XXHa BceMy nnemMmenu, lNecyaHas bypal — ¢
KaXkabIM CIOBOM OH Bce Gonblue Bepus, YTo roBOPUT YNCTYLO npaeay. B camom gene, MNecyaHasn
Byps oueHb xopowas oxotHuua! Ecrnv oHa BO3rnaBuT JONOMHUTENbHbBIE OTPSAbI JTOBLIOB, 39TO
MOMOXET NPOKOPMUTL NriemMs B ronogHble gHu Monbix Jepesbes. Ho MNecyaHasa Bypsa cuntana
NHave.

— Tbl NPOCTO NpUAyMbIBaeLLb OTroBopkM! — pe3ko obopBana ero kowka. — 1 npekpacHo
mMorna 6bl 1 OXOTUTbCSA, N 3aHUMaTbCs € PbknHkon! OHa GbiCcTpas 1 NoBKas Marnbillka 1 B
CKOPOM BPEMEHMN TOXe cTana Obl HeNPEeB30MAEHHOW OXOTHULEN!

— MHe o4eHb xanb, — otBeTun OrHerpme. — A yxxe noobewan PepknHky Bypomy, HO cpa3sy
nocne okoH4YaHus ce3oHa lonbix [lepeBbeB 06s13aTensHO nonpolwy CuHioo 3Be3ay aatb Tebe
Ha BocnuTaHme ogHoro nx CrHernaskmMHbIX Manbiwen. Xopowo?

— Her, He xopowo! — B3opBanacs lNecyaHas byps. — A He 3acnyxuna Takoro OTHOLLIEHUSA K
cebe! KnsaHycb, 51 He ckopo npoly Tebe ato ockopbnenue, OrHerpus!



OHa pe3ko noBepHynach 1 otowrna k YepHobypke n benocHexke. Ckonbko OrHerpms He 3Ban
ee, OHa Jaxe yxoM He noserna. Kakoe-To Bpemsi OH Llen 3a Hel criegom, NoTOM OCTaHOBMIICS.
Emy 6b1no Hevero ckasaTb en, kpoMe Toro, CuHASA 3Be3fa yke Bblllna 13 CBOEW NneLepbl 1
3akpu4yana, cosbiBas nrems Ha obliee cobpaHue.

Korna Bce cobpanuck Bokpyr npeaBoanTenbHuLbl, OrHerpmue 3ameTtun, 4to Kpyto6ok cuant B
CTOpOHE OT BCeX, Y AalnbHEro kpas ckanbl. YBUAEB, kak 3anosaasLuasi Kuctouka HapouHo
TONKHyra ero, Npobupasicb K ocTarnbHbIM kolukam, OrHerpme coBceM pacctpouricsi. CKOMbKO e
BPEMEHW UM HYXXHO, 4TOObI NpU3HaThb, HakoHew, KpyToboka cBonm? EMy o4eHb XoTenoch
NOAOWTU U yTeLWnTb Apyra, HO HY>KHO ObIfo CUAETb Y CKarbl, UCMOSHSSt CBOK Posib B
uepemoHumn. K cyacTbto, B 3TOT MOMEHT U3 NanopoTHUKOB, CO CTOPOHbI MNeLLepbl LenuTenbHULb,
BbiLWNM BypaH ¢ BenoxsocToM 1 Monya ycenuck Bosne Kpyto6oka. Crneaom 3a HUMM
Bbickouuna Menenuua u, npuxpambiBasi, npobpanack nobnwke k OrHerpupy. [Masa ee cusinu.

— XopolLuune HOBOCTH, rmawuatan! — Beceno wenHyna oHa. — besnukas o4Hynach v gaxe
HemHoro noena! [lymato, Tenepb oHa NoONAET Ha nonpasky!

— Bot 3g0opoBo! — obpagosaHo 3aypyan OrHerpus. OH Obin cHACTNMB BbI3JOPOBEHNIO
Besnukon, xoTs1 pagocTb ero Obinia oMmpayeHa Tpesoroun. Yto-to 6yaer, koraa besnvkas npuaet
B cebs 1 y3HaEeT, Kak YyaOBULLHO M3YypoaoBaHO ee Nuuo?

— OHa yxe NOTUXOHbKY CanTCAa N Aaxe NbITaeTcs BbiNU3aTth WepcTb! — npogormkana
Menenuua. — Ho, pasymeeTcs, cenyac oHa ewe cnuwkom criaba! Ei npuaeTcs HECKOMbKO
OHen nonexartb Yy MeHs.

— OHa pacckasana 4YTo-HuMbyab O TOM, Y4TO CryYnUnocs?

— A nbiTanack paccnpocuTb ee, Aa TONbKO BeOHSKKE CULLKOM TshKero 06 3ToOM BCNoMUHaTb!
— nokadvana ronoso#u Nenenunua. — Tl 3HaeLwb, ee 40 CUX NOP My4datoT KoLwMapbl, 1 OHa
KaXkayro HOYb KPUYUT «CBOpa» n «ybeny!

— Ho nnema gomkHo y3HaTb 0 TOM, 4YTO npou3soLuno y 3meunHon Mopku! — Bospasun OrHerpus.

— B Ttakom crnydyae nnemeHun npuaetca nogoxaatb! — ¢ HENPUBLIYHOW PE3KOCTLIO OTBETUNA
Menenuua. — be3nukas gomkHa NoNpaBUTLCS, a AN 3TOr0 e HyXXeH NoKom!

OrHerpuB xoTen YTO4HUTb, KOrAa e MOXHO GyaeT noroBopuTb ¢ 6ONbHOM, HO YBUAEN, YTO U3
[EeTCKOW yxxe Bbllna 3raTtoLlelika B CONpOBOXAEHUN CBOMX KOTSAT. OrHerpue cpasy 3ameTun,
Kak TLiaTeNbHO OHa Bbinu3ana o6oux. OrHeHHas WepcTb PbRKUHKNM CUsiNa, Kak COMHbILLIKO Ha
3akaTe, a nomnocaras cnvHka ExxeBuyku Gbina npurnaxeHa BONOCOK K BOMOCKY U BCS
nocHunack. 3aBuaeB ckany, PbbkvHka B BOCTopre 3anpbirana Bokpyr Mmatepu, a ExxeBuuka,
ropAo NOAHSB rofloBy U XBOCT, CTEMNEHHO 3aluararn Bnepea.



«Heyxenn 3Be3gouan 6bln KOrga-To KOTEHKOM M BOT Tak ke NMpOoXoAus CBOK NepByHo
LuepemMoHuno? — nogyman OrHerpuB. — HaBepHoe, Toraa oH UCKPEHHE XOTen NOCBATUTL CBOD
XKM3Hb CMY)XEHU0 poAHOMY MnemMeHu... VI H1n npeaBoanTenbHMLA, HA HACTaBHMK U NoaymaThb He
MOTITIM, KaKUM OH CTaHeT, Korga nogpacreT!»

CuHsia 3Be3na Benerna kotsatam BCTaTb Y NOAHOXNUS ckanbl. OrHerpmMe 3ameTun, 4to
npeaBoanTenbHNLA CEerogHs BbirmaauT Gonee B3BONHOBaHHON, YeM 0bblyHO. HaBepHoe, aaxe
OHa He CMOrna OCcTaTbCsl paBHOAYLLHON, BUAs nepen cobor 6yayLimMx BOMHOB nnemeHu!

— Bypbi! — rpomko npososrnacuna CuHaga 3sesga. — OrHerpys CYUMTAET, YTO Thl FOTOB B3ATb
Ha BOCMMTaHME CBOEro NepBOro opyxeHocua. Tel Oygellb HacTaBHUKOM PbDKUHKM!
B3BOMNHOBaHHbLIN HEe MeHbLLEe CBOEN y4eHuLbl, Bypbii HENOBKO Bbilwen Brnepea, U PbiXnHka
pagocTHO Bpocunacbk eMy HaBCTpeuy.

— Bypbi! — npogomkana CuHsas 3sesga. — Mbl 3HaeM Tebs Kak BEPHOro 1 6naropasymMHoOro
BovHa. [NocTapaiica nepegatb 9TU KavyecTBa cBoen yyeHuLe!

Bypbin 1 PbikrMHKa NOTEpnMCb HOCaMM M OTOLUNK K Kpato nonsiHbl. CuHss 3Besga noBepHynach K
OrHerpuay.

— Tenepb, Korga benoxBocT cTtan BOMHOM, Tbl nonpocui MeH4d 0 4eCTh B3ATb Ha BOCNnUTaHnUe
HOBOIO OpyXKeHocua. Tbl CTaHELWb HAaCTaBHUKOM EXXeBUYKN.

Ma3a CuHel 3Be3abl yrpoxatoLe cBepkHynu, 1 OrHErpuB C y>KacoM MOHSS, YTO OHa NO-CBOEMY
MCTONKOBana ero xenaHue B3siTb B Opy)XeHocubl cbiHa 3Be3gouana. OH nocTapancs Teepao
BblAepXaTb B3rnsg npeasoanTenbHULbl. YTo 6bl OHa HU yMana, OH 3Harl, YTo NocTynaeT Tak,
KaK BeNnuUT emMy NpegaHHOCTb CBOEMY nreMeHu!

ExxeBuyKka npubnmanncst kK cBoemy HactaBHuKY, 1 OrHerpmB BbICTYNWI U3 TOMNMbl KOTOB, YTOObI
NOMNPUBETCTBOBATL €ro. 3arnsiHyB B CUAIOLLME BOCTOPIrOM SIHTapHbIE rnasa KoTeHKa, OH
MOYyBCTBOBAI CMYLLIEH/NEe, CMELLaHHOe C A0CaoMN.

«Kakon oTnnyHbIN BOWH MOT Obl U3 HEro nony4nTbes! — nogyman oH. — Ecnu Obl TONbKO OH He
ObIn cbiHOM 3Be3gouanal»

— OrHerpuB! A 3Hato TebA kak Ha peaKocTb Xpabporo 1 coobpasnTenbHOro BOMHAa, — C MoXo
CKpbITON HacMeLLKkon npogomkana CuHas 3sesaa, pasrnsiabiBas ero CBOMMU Y3KUMM,
NPULLLYPEHHBbIMU rna3amMu. — S He COMHEBAKOCb, YTO Thbl CyMeellb nepefaTtb aTU KadecTsa
CBOEMY opyeHocuy!

OrHerpumB onycTUI FONoBY M KOCHYICst HOCOM Hoca ExxeBunykn. MoToM oHM oba nowwnu Ha cBoe
MecTO.



— Y10 mbl cenvac 6ygem genatb, OrHerpmMB? — CyeTurica BOKPYr HEro norocaTtbli KOTEHOK. —
3Haelwb, A Xo4y Hay4nTbCcsa BceMy-BceMy! U cpaxaTbcs, U OXOTUTbCSA, U y3HaTb nobonbLue Npo
ocTarnbHble NeMeHa, W...

HecmoTps Ha cBon nogo3perusi, OrHerpme BnepsBble 06pagoBancsa ToMy, YTO Marnbll HUYEro He
3HaEeT O CTapow Bpaxae Mexay CBOMM OTLIOM M HOBbIM HAaCTaBHUKOM. 3a 3TO OH JOSMKEH Obin
nobnarogaputb 3naToLlenky, KotTopasi cenvac mon4a, ¢ 6eccTpacTHbIM NMLOM, CMAENa Ha Kpatro
nonsiHbl. OrHerpuB NpeKkpacHoO NoHMMarn, YTo KoporeBy COBCEM He 0OpazoBarno ero peleHne
NINYHO B3ATbCS 3a BocnuTaHue ExxeBudkn. Yto-To ByaeT, korga o6 aTom y3HaeT 3Besgouan?
OrHerpuB no4yBCcTBOBan Ha cebe npucTanbHbIv B3rNsaa Yactokona v NoHAN, YTo Ha
onmxkarwem CoBeTe — ecnn He paHblue! — nonocaTtbii BOMH 060 BCEM AONOXUT CBOEMY
ObIBLLIEMY MOKPOBUTENHO.

— Bce B cBoe Bpems! — cyxo noobelian OrHerpus opyxeHocuy. — 3aBTpa Mbl ¢ BypbiM n
TBOEW CECTPEHKON NomnaemM 3HaKOMUTBLCA C Hallen Tepputopmen. Tbl y3Haellb, YTO Takoe
rpaHuLbl, yBUOWLLb, F4€ OHW NMPOSEratoT, U Hay4YMLbCA pacno3HaBaTh 3anaxu Apyrux NieMeH.

— Bot 3g0opoBo! — 4yTb He 3axnebHyrncst ot BocTopra ExeBunyka.

— A cenvac, — npogomkan OrHerpus, Bugs, 4to CuHaga 3eesaa yxxe 3akoH4mna cobpaHve, —
cenyac Tbl NONAELLb M MO3HAKOMULLBLCS C OCTanbHbIMU OpyXXeHocuamu. He 3abyab, cerogHs Thbl
BrnepBble Oyaelwb cnaTtb B UX newlepe!

B3maxom xBocTa OH OTnycTun ExxeBuyKy, 1 Marnblll NOHECCs k cBoew cecTpeHke. OcTanbHble
KOTbl HaYanu cobmnpaTtbCsi BOKPYr HOBbIX OPY>KEHOCLIEB M NO3APaBNSTh UX.

OrxerpuB 3ameTtun npoxogsawmnx mumo Kpytoboka ¢ NecyaHon Bypewn n ycnbiwan, kak nanesas
KoLlievKka cnpocuna:

— prTO6OK, Tbl HE Xaleellb, YTO HEe Nnony4un opy>KeHocu,a?

— HemHoxko xaneto, — npusHancs Kpytobok, pobko kocsick Mo cTopoHam. — Ho s 1 He
oXxuaar, YTo MHe A0BEPSAT KOro-HMbyab 13 Manbiwwein! Thl e 3Haellb, NONoBMHA NIeMeHU 40
CUX MNOp He XXenaeT Npu3HaBaTb MeHs cBouM!

— 3HauuT, Halwe Nnems HanonoBMHY COCTOUT M3 6E3MO3rbIX KOMKOB LepcTu! — yTewmna ero
lMecyaHasa bypsi n NnackoBo NU3Hyna B cepoe yxo.

— Her, s 3Hato, 4TO QOMKEH CHOBA [0OKa3aTb CBOK BEPHOCTb, MPeXAe YeM NnemMst JOBEPUT MHE
BOCMMTaHNe opyxeHocLes! — ropsyo 3aBepun ee KpyToGok. — A BOT Tbl O4EHb CKOPO CTaHeLlb
HacTaBHUUEN! — aoGaBun OH, CNOBHO NpoYMTaB ee Mbicnn. — Kak Tornbko CuHernaskuHbl
[AETKWN NOAPACTYT, Tbl Cpa3y BO3bMELLb OHOMO U3 HUX.



CeeTno-3eneHble rmasa lNecyaHon Bypu paszgpaxeHHO BCibIXHYNW. « MoXeT, nonbiTatbes eLe
pa3 NoroBOpUTb C HEWN U BCe 0O6bACHUTL?» — nogyMan OrHerpus v caenan Heckonbko PoBKMX
LaroB B CTOPOHy ObiBlwen nogpyrn. OgHako MNMecyaHas bypsa 3ameTuna ero MaHeBp U, pe3ko
noBepHyBLINCH K KpyToBOKY, rpOMKO ckasana:

— lMorigem, nornsiaMMm, He ocTanochk N B Kyye Yero-Hnbyab BKYCHEHbKoro? OrHerpve 3acTbin
Ha MecTe, YHbINO rnaas, kak MNecyaHas Bypsi, nokaunBas XBOCTOM, yxoauT oT Hero. KpyToGok Ha
nonnyTn oGepHyrcst U COMYBCTBEHHO NOCMOTPEN Ha Apyra.

opbkoe pasoyapoBaHme oxBatuno OrHerpua. OH Tak cTaparncsi BOCCTaHOBUTb Obinyto
OnM30CTb C 3TOM KOLLKOW, HO OHa OTBepraeT Bce ero nonbiTku! MNMoxoxe, nx gpyxote Hascerga

npuvwen KoHel,... Tonbko Tenepb OrHerpuB SiCHO NOHSAM, YTO AaXe camble Bnuskme opy3bs
HuKorga He 3ameHsT emy Necyanyto bypto.

Masa XXI

OepxuTtecb nogansLie! — npepocteper bypbin. — 370 onacHoe mecto. OHu ¢ OrHerpusom u
OBYMS Opy>XeHocLLaMn CToANM Ha camoM Kpato [pemsen Tponbl. ExxeBnyka n PbbkmnHka
6pe3rnMBoO MOPLLMIMCE OT €4KOro 3anaxa.

— A 5 Huckoneyko He 6otock! — 3aaBun ExxeBun4dka 1, OCTOPOXHO LUArHyB Brnepes, pooko
noTporas nankon TEMHY KaMeHHYH MOBEPXHOCTb Tponbl.

B TOT )xe Mur 3emns 3agpoxkana ot ryna, U Baarneke nocrbiwancs pes npubnukarowerocs
YyygoBuLLa.

— Hasag! — paskHyn OrHerpus. KoTeHOK efBa ycnen oTnpbirHyTh OT JOPOrK, Kak YyaoBuLLe C
pPEBOM MPOHECTOCb MUMO, 064aB ero BOSTHOM CBOEro 3MTOBOHHOIO AbixaHusl. ExeBunyka
3agpoxan ot cTpaxa. PbbkMHKa M3YMINEHHO BbiTapaliyuna rrnaseHku.

— Yro 310 6bINO? — NponeneTana oHa.

— Yyposuiie! — nosicHun OrHerpm. — OHK cniyxaTt [BYHOMMM U TackaloT UX B CBOUX XKMBOTaX.

K cyacTtblo, aTn Yyyaosuula He MoryT CONTH C rpeMFlUJ,eVI TpOI'IbI, NO3TOMY B J1€CY Bbl MOXETE UX



He 60oATbCS, eCN, KOHEYHO, HEe CTaHeTe NOoAXOAUTb CIULIKOM Bnn3ko! — TyT OH CypoBO
nocmoTpen Ha ExxeBnyky. — Korga BovH roBopuT Tebe 4To-HMObYyadb, Thbl OIMKEH NMOBUHOBATLCS.
Moxellb 3agaBaTh N0Oble BONPOCHI, HO TONBKO NOCHEe TOro, Kak BbIMOMHMWLLb Npukas!

E>xeBUYKa KUBHYI, CMYLLEHHO Llapanas fiankon 3emrito.
— MNpoctn meHsa, OrHerpus.

Manbiw y>xe BnonHe onpaBuncs ot ctpaxa, u OrHerpMB HEBOMBHO NoAymar, YTo MHOrne
B3pOCIble KOTbI, CITy4NCb MM OKa3aTbCs Ha ero MecTe, MOornu Obl He Ha LIYTKY nepenyrarbCcsi.
Bce yTpo oH 30pko Habntogan 3a Exesundkon n ybeguncs, 4To eMy 4ocTancsa o4eHb
NOBONbITHLIN, XPabpbI 1 CMbILLIEHbIN OpyXeHocew,. He 6yab OH cbiHOM 3Be3gouana,
OrHerpuB Mor 6bl MO NpaBy rOPANTLCA TakUM YYEHUKOM!

MecuaHas byps, KpyTobok n BypaH ywnu B paccBeTHbIN naTpynb, a OrHerpme ¢ bypbim noBenu
CBOMX OPY>KEHOCLIEB 3HAKOMUTLCS € TeppuTopuen. Hukoraga ewe OrHerpme He Kparncsi C Takomn
OCTOPOXHOCTBIO MO 3HAKOMbIM TPOMUHKaM, HUKOrAa eLle He Wapaxancs OT KaXKgoro KycTta, B
nobon Mur oxmaaa HanageHus HeM3BECTHOrO yKaca, NoCenuBLLIErocs B fecy.

OH He p1CKHYN BECTU OPYXEHOCLEB K CTpaluHon 3menHon Mopke u ganeko obowen ee
cTopoHOW. OH NpekpacHO NOHMMan, YTO paHo UMM NO34HO eMy NPUAETCA BCTPETUTLCS C
npuTameLLENCA 30eCb YrPO301, HO XOTeN AOXOaTbCs Bbi3gopoBreHna beanukon n yaHathb y Hee,
KTO UM 4YTO Hanano Ha Hux ¢ beictponanom. Bnpoyewm, B rmybuHe aywm OrHerpmB BOBCE He
ObIfT yBEPEH B TOM, YTO 3TO 3HAHME MOMOXET UM NpeaoTBpaTuTb deay.

— A Tam 4t0? — cnpocuna PbbKuHKa, MaxHyB XBOCTMKOM B CTOPOHY fleca, TEMHeLLEro 3a
lpemsawen Tponoi.

— Tam nexuT TeppuTtopusi nnemenn TeHen, — obbsicHun en bypbin. — YyBcTBYeLb 3anax?
XonogHbl BETEPOK AOHOCKI OO HUX OTYETNMBLIN 3anax nneMeHn TeHen. ExxeBunyka ¢
PBLBKUHKOW pasvHynu pTbl 1 APY>KHO 3adblllani.

— A MbI yXe Korga-To Takoe Hioxanu! — nepBon BCNOMHMNAa PbibkuHKa.

— Bort kak? — yguBuncsa bypbin, 6pocus kocon B3rnsg Ha OrHerpumea.

— TouHo! Koraa YacTokon npmBen Hac K rpaHuue noeBmuaatbes ¢ oTuom! — aobasun ExxeBuuka.
— A BcTpetnn ux TyT, — ckasan OrHerpus, 4Tob6bl Bypbii He nogymarn, 6yaTo OH BnepBble
cnbiwmnT 06 3TOM NpowncwecTeun. — [lymato, He CTOUT ocyaaTb 3Be3gouana 3a xenaHme

noBmnaaTbCsA C CcoBCTBEHHBIMIA aeTbMn, — D,OGaBI/IJ'I OH, Xenasi NNLWHNIA pas3 y6e,EI,VITb cebs B
9TOM.



Bypblit HU4Ero He OTBETUN, HO, CyAs MO €ro HAXMypPEeHHOMY NHLLY, OH Monarasn, YTo HU4Yero
XOPOLLIEero oT Takon BCTPEYM XaaTb He NPUXOAUTCS.

— A gasavite nongem Tyga npsMo cenyac n npoesegaem Hawero otual — obpagosanach
PbiknHKa.

— Het! — paxe oTwatHynca bypbin. — KoTbl He OOMKHbI NepecTynaTth rpaHuLbl Yy>Koro
nnemMeHu.

Ecnu natpynb nnemeHn TeHen normaeT Hac Ha CBOeK 3emre, HaM C BaMu He nos3goposuTca!

— OHM Ham HUYEro He cAenaroT, Korga y3HaloT, KTO Haw oTel! — Boapasun Exesundka. — B
NPOLUSIbIA pa3 OH OYEeHb XOTen NnoBnaaTbCcst ¢ Hamu!

— BypbIi, KaxeTcs1, ACHO ckasan Tebe? — npowwunen OrHerpuB. — Ecnun a1 X0Tb pas yBUXyY, 4TO
Bbl CyeTe HOC Ha Yy>XXYyl0 TEPPUTOPUIO, A BaM XBOCTbI MOOTPbIBAID, MOHATHO?

PbKMHKa Tak 1 nogckovmna Ha MecTe, CIIOBHO MCnyranach, YTO CTpalUHbIi rrallatam MoXeT
HeMeZaneHHO NPUBECTM CBOIO Yrpo3y B UcCMonHeHue. ExeBunyka gonro cmotpen Ha OrHerpusa
CBOUMM KPYINbIMU SSHTAPHbIMY r11a3amMu, a 3aTeM BAPYr CNPOCUIT:

— Otyero Tbl cepgubed, OrHerpmus? NModYemy HUKTO HE paccKasbiBaeT HaM O Hallem oTue?
Moyemy Hal oTeu, NOKNHyN Mpo3oBoe nnems?

OrHerpvB Mosya ycTaBWUsCsi Ha CBOEro opykeHocua. Manbiw He ocTaBu eMy HUKaKOM
BO3MOXXHOCTW YKNOHUTbCS OT oTBeTa. Korga-to AaBHO OH noobelan 3naTtoluenke, 4YTo cam
paccKkaXkeT KOTATam BClo NpaBAy, HO OH HAAEssNCsl, YTO 3TOT MOMEHT HaCTYMNUT eLLEe He CKOPO Uy
Hero 6yaeTt BpeMsi MoAroToBUTLCS K pacckaay.

OH 6bIcTpO Nokocuncst Ha byporo, HO MOMOAOM BOWH MNMLLb NeYanbHO Nokadan royfioBOM:

— Ecnu Tbl He pacckaXellb UM, OHM BCE y3HAtoT OT KOro-Hmbyab gpyroro. OH Obin npas.
Mpuwno Bpemsa UcnonHuTb AaHHoe 3nartowwenke obewanne. OrHerpuB OTKaLLMANCS U cKasan:
— Xopoulo. [laBante Hangem MecTeyKo, rae MOXHO NepefoxHyTb, N 9 paccKaxy Bam.

OH oToLLen Ha HECKOMbKO KPOonnybUX NpbKKOB OT MpemsLLen Tponbl U ocTaHOBUIICS BO3re
Herny6oKoi NoXX6MHKK, CnoLb 3apocLuelt NoGypeBLUMM TOMKMM NanopoTHUKoM. [Boe
opyXeHocLeB 6exanu cnegoM, Tapalia Kpyrnble OT fo6onbITCTBA MNaseHKu.

OrHerpuB TwartenbHO 06HIOXan NoXXOMHKY, MPOBEPSs, HE MAaxHET nu rae cobakamm, U TONbKO
nocne 3Toro yrnercs Ha Tpasy, NOABEPHYB Nanbl NoA rpyab. bypbin octancsa HaBepxy, YToObI
nepBbIM NpeaynpeanTs ToBapuLLiern o6 onacHOCTH, ecrnn cobakn Unn BOUHbI NeMeHn TeHen
BAPYr 3a4yMatoT Nnpubnumantbcs K oBpary.



— Mpexnae Yyem pacckasaTb BaM MCTOPUIO Ballero otua, — Hadan OrHerpue, s Xo4y, YTo6bl Bbl
3Hanu: [po3oBoe nnemsa ropanTcs Bamu. Bbl 06a MoxeTe cTaTbh OTNUYHBIMK BoMHaMu. To, YTo A
BaM ceilyac pacckaxy, He UMeeT K BaM HUKaKOro OTHOLUEHMS.

JTio60oMbITCTBO Ha NMLAX OPY>XEHOCLEB CMEHMUIIOCH TPEBOION.

— 3Be3gouan — Benukui BouH, — npogorhkan OrHerpme. — OH Bcerga xoTen cratb
npegsoanTenem nnemenu. MNpexae Yem noknHyTb MPo30Boe Nnemsi, oH Gbin HaWnm
rnawaraem.

[MaseHkn ExxeBnYKM pagoCTHO BCMbIXHYMN.

— Korga s ctaHy BOMHOM, S TOXKE 3axody cTaTb rnawaraem! — noobelyan oH.

Y OrHerpviBa Aaxe B XXMBOTE NOXOOAENO OTTOr0, YTO Marblll C TAKON OTKPOBEHHOCTbIO
o6HapyXun yHacrnegoBaHHoe OT OTLa BracTonobue.

— He nepebuBan n cnywan. ExxeBuyka nocnyLIHO 3akmBarn.

— [a, 3Be3gouan Bcerga 6bin BENUKMM BOMHOM, — npogormkan OrHerpus, ¢ TpyaoM
BblaaBnmeas u3 cebs kaxgoe cnoso. — M BOT ogHaxapl, korga po30Bble KOTbl CpaXanuchb ¢
PeuyHbiMu 3a HarpeTtble Kamun, 3Be3gouan Bocnonb3oBarncst 6uTBom, 4Tobbl youTb ApoxsocTa,
OblBLIEro B TO Bpemd rmawwaTtaem pososoro nnemenn. OH ybun ero, Ho 06BuHNUN B yOMIACTBE
BOMHa Pe4Horo nnemMeHu, 1 Nuilb No YACTOW Cry4anHOCTU MHe yOanoch y3HaTb npasay.

Opy)XeHOoCLbl CO CTPaxoM M U3yMIeHMEM CMOTPENN Ha Hero.

— Tbl X04eLWb cKa3aTb... OH youn kota n3 cobCTBEHHOro NeMeHn? — nponenetana PbbkuHKa.
— 41 He Bepto B 3TO! — OTHAAHHO KPUKHYN ExXeBunyka.

— OT10 npaBga, — Tmxo ckasan OrHerpmB. OH gaxe npefctaBuTb cebe He MOr, Kak TPpyaHO
OyoeT pacckasaTb KOTsiTaM BCHO MpaBay M Npy 3TOM ocTaBaTbCsl 6eCnpuCcTpacTHbIM, HE
HapyLWKUTb CNOBO, JaHHOe 3naTtoLlerike, U He OTTONMKHYTb Marnbiwen OT COBCTBEHHOIO nNnemeHu!
— OH Hagesncs 3aHATb MecTo ApoXBOCTa, HO B TOT pa3 CuHas 3Be3na n3bpana rnawartaem
ApYyroro BOMHa, No UMeHu J1bBUHOrpuB.

— Ho ero-To 3Be3gouan He ctan yorBaTbh? — ApoXKaLlMMm roflockom cripocun ExxeBunyka.

— Her, JlbBuHOrpue nornd B 6utBe ¢ nnemeHem TeHel, 1 Toraa 3Be3aouan cTarn, HakoHel,
rnawaraemM. Ho atoro emy yxe 6bino HegoctaTtoyHo. OH XOTen cTatb NpeaBoauTENEM.



OrHerpuB cHOBa 3amMornyan, pasgyMblBas, CKONbKO crnegyeT uM pacckasaTtb. HakoHeul, oH
peLwwn, 4Tto He OyadeT roBOpuTh HK O TOM, Kak lNenenuvua nonana B JIOBYLUKY, NOACTPOEHHYIO ANs
CwuHen 3Be3abl, HXM O TOM, Kak BEPONOMHbIN rnaiuatan neitancs youte ero camoro.

— OH Habpan B necy 6aHay 6poasymx KOTOB M NpmBen nx B CO6CTBEHHbIV narepb, —
NPOOOMKMIT OH CBOW pacckas. — [oka Halum BOUHbI cpaxanucb ¢ bpogsaramu, 3sesgouan
nonbitancsa youts CuHioto 3se3ay.

— Y6utb CuHioto 3Be3ny? — npowentana PoiknHka. — Ho Begb oHa Hawa
npegsoguTtensHuual

— 3Be3gouan nonarars, YTo CMOXET 3aHATb €€ MecTo, — nosicHnn OrHerpus, ctapasicb, YTOObI
ronoc ero nNpo3By4arn CnokomHo u 6ecctpacTHo. — [locne aToro npecTtynneHunsa po3oBoe nnems
oTnpaBuno ero B narHaHne. OH NPUMKHYN K nneMeHn TeHewn un ctan ux npegsoauTenem. Bot un
BCe.

Kotdata HeqoBepyMBO nepernaHynuchb.
— BbIxoawuT, Haw oTel Npegatens? — yToMHUN ExeBunyka.

— BbixoauT, uto Tak, — otBeTun OrHerpme. — A NOHMMAL0, Kak BaM TSHKENO CMUPUTLCH C 3TOM
MbICSTbH0. Bbl — pO30Bble KOTbI U AOMKHbI 3TUM ropanteca! U Bce nnems ropantcsa samu. Bol
He oTBeYaeTe 3a NOCTYMKU CBOero oTua. S Bepto, YTO Bbl NoApacTeTe U CTaHETE BENMUKUMU
BOMHaMW, NpedaHHbIMU CBOEMY MNIEMEHM U BOUHCKOMY 3aKOHY.

— Ho Haw oTew He Obin BepHbIM cBOEMY niemeHn! — nponenetana PoikuHka. — BbixoguT, oH
Tenepb Haw Bpar?

OFHerVIB yBuaen Ctpax B ee rnasax n nocrtaparncd yCnokounTb y4eHNLLY.

— [ns KaXgoro Kota AopoXe BCEro AOMKHbI OblTb MHTEpPEChl COBCTBEHHOIO NNeMeHN. AToro
TpebyeT BepHOCTb. Baw oTey certvac npegaH nnemeHn TeHen, a Bbl 0653aHbl ObiTb BEPHLIMU
po3oBOMY NrieMeHu.

PbbKUMHKa nomornyana, noToM CKITOHMMA rofoBy U HECKOMbKO pa3 NpoLUnach S3bI4KOM MO CBOEW
pbbKen rpyake.

— Cnacubo, 4to pacckasan Ham npaegy, OrHerpuB. Ho 9 xo4y 3HaTb... ATO npaega, YTo Hawe
nnems ropautca Hamm ¢ ExxeBUYKOn?

— Pasymeetcsi! — 3aBepun ee OrHerpye. — EfBa Bbl TONbKO pOAWMMCH HA CBET, BCE MNieMs
yXXe 3Hano, KTo Oblf BaWMM OTLOM. M HUKTO HUKOrAa gaxe He Ayman o6BUHSTL Bac Unu
HakasblBaTb 3a ero NocTynku!



PbbkmHKa panoCcTHO 3aKmBana.

OrHerpuvB nepeBen rnasa Ha ExxeBuuky v yBuaen, 4To nonocatbii KOTEHOK NpUCTanbHO
pasrnsabiBaeT Hebo, NpocBeYnBatoLLEee CKBO3b Xpynkue cTebnu Bypbix NanopoTHUKOB.
CTpaHHOe BbipaXKeHWe 3acTbifIo B €ro KPYriblX SHTapHbIX rnasax.

— ExeBuyka? — HeyBepeHHO OKNMKHYM ero OrHerpuB, HO KOTEHOK [a)e rofioBbl He NMOBEPHYI.
Torga OrHerpuve pelwvn noaboapuTb ero 1 rpPOMKo ckasan: — CTapaiiTech, He XXanes cun,
OyabTe BEPHbLIMIU CBOEMY MIIEMEHU, U HX OAWH KOT HU KOrda He OGBUHMT Bac B TOM, YTO
HaTBOpWnN Ball oTeL!

ExxeBun4yka pe3ko o6epHyncs, 1 rnasa ero nosnbixHynu 3rnobon, kotopyto OrHerpme He pa3 Buaen
B rnasax 3sesgouana. Hukorga elle nonocartbii KOTEHOK He ObINT Tak MOXOX Ha CBOEro oTua, Kak
cenyac!

— Ho 3710 e Bce Henpaaa! — npowwmnen oH. — 3a4em Tbl Bpelwb? Thl NepBbIi 0OBUHSAELb
Hac! MoxeLlub CKONbKO YroAHO rOBOPUTL, YTO 3TO He Tak, — A Tebe He Bepto! A MHOro pas
3amevari, Kak Tbl CMOTPULLL Ha MeHs. Tbl AyMaellb, s BblpacTy npegartenem, kak moun otey! Thl
MHe He JoBepsiellb U H1Korga He Byaellb oBepATb, 4TO Obl 4 HU caenan!

He Bepsi cBomMm ywam, OrHerpve mMonya CMOTpen Ha Hero, He cMes onpaeabiBaTbesi. KoTeHok
6bin npas! Bpemsi wno, a OrHerpyMB HUKaK He MOr HalTK HyXHble CroBa, YTOObI YCNOKOUTb
opyxeHocua. Noka oH Tak cTosn, ExxeBnyka BCkoUMn Ha nanbl U BUXpPEM B3NETEN MO CKNOHY
NOXOWHbI K OXMaarLwemy nx Haeepxy Bypomy. PbikrHKa ucnyraHHo nokocunack Ha OrHerpvea
1 Monya nocregoBana 3a 6paTom.

— [oToBbI? — goHeccsa go OrHerpmea 6ogpein ronoc byporo. — Torga nownv BOoNb rpaHnLbl
0o Yetbipex depeBbes! OrHerpus? Tbl ngewwb?

— Npy! — oto3Bancs OrHerpue. C TshxernbiM cepaLeM oH Bblibpancs HaBepx 1 nonnencs
crnefom 3a opyxeHocuamu. Ha gywe y Hero 6bino Tskeno.

Cymen N OH O6BACHUTL KOTATAM NOANMHHBIA CMbICI MIEMEHHOMN BEPHOCTU NN K€ CBOUM
pacCKasoM INnLlb OTTOJNKHYIT UX N OT cebsi, 1 oT camoro FposoBoro nnemeHun?

Mo popore gomon OrHerpve Npoaomkan uckatb crefbl TAaUHCTBEHHOTO NiNXa, NOCENMBLLIErocs B
POOHOM NEeCy, HO TaK HAYETO M He Hallen — HU CTPaHHbIX 3anaxoB, HX CNeAoB pacTep3aHHON
Avun. Hesuanmoe 3no cHoBa nputaunnock, 1 aT1o nyrano OrHerpvea ropasgo CurbHee SIBHOM
onacHocTu. YTo e 3To 3a HeBeoMas cuna, YTo SsBUNachb U3 HUOTKyAA, COTBOpMNa BCe 3TH
4yyOoBULLHbIE 3rI0desiHMSA U CHOBa GeccrieqHo pacTasina B necy?

«51 JomkeH Kak MOXXHO ckopee rnoroBopuTthb ¢ beanukon!» — pewmnn OrHerpus. OH He



COMHeBaricsi B TOM, YTO Yrpo3a HuKyda He ucyesna, a Nub 3aTaunach, YTobbl paHo Unm
Mo34HO HAHeCTU HOBbIN yaap.

PaHHuM yTpom cnegytowero aHs OrHerpyB Bblbexan Ha NonsiHy, YTobbl MPOBOAMTL PaCcCBETHBIN
natpynb. Kpytobok n MNecyaHas byps cuaenu y camoro Bbixoga 1 xxganu, noka dbim gobyamrca
Yroneka. OrHerpms nobexan Kk nanopoTHUKOBOMY TYHHEMIO, HO Ha MOSNyTU OCTAHOBUICS,
ycrbllWwas pasgpaxeHHbln ronoc NecyaHon bypu:

— A ycrana xgatb! BecTpetumes Ha BeplunHe xonma! — u, faxe He B3rnsHyB Ha OrHerpusa,
KOLLIKa MOBEPHYJIacb M CKpbIflacb B NanopoTHMKaX.

YyTb He nnaya ot Tockn, OrHerpmBe KMHyNCA Cneqom 3a Hel, 3apbinicst B NanOpPOTHUKM U AOMTo
cTosin TaMm, BObIxas 3anax ybexasLwewn NecyaHoun bypw.

— E1 Hy)XHO BpeMsi, — Herpomko ckasan KpyTo6ok, npuxmmasicb Hocom K nnedy OrHerpusa. —
OHa ycnokouTcst U ogymaeTcsi.

— K70 3HaeT! C Toro camoro gHs, Korga CocTosnIMcb NeperoBopbl ¢ nnemeHem Betpa...

OrHerpuB pesko 3amonyar, yBuaeB npubnmkaromxcs [bima u Yronbka, u OTCTYNU B CTOPOHY,
AaBasi naTpynbHbIM NpoxoA. Moxoxe, [lbiM HaKOHEL-TO cMUpuIcs ¢ Bo3BpalleHnem Kpytoboka,
pa3 cornacurcs oTnpaBUTbLCSt BMECTE C HAM B NaTpynmpoBaHune! Bo3amoxHo, co BpeMeHeM
cepblii yBaneHb CHOBa 3alMET CBOE MECTO B POAHOM NnemMeHu!

MpoBoame rmasamu natpynb, OrHerpms oTnpaBunicsa K uenutensHuue. besnvkasa cngena Ha
OCBELLIEHHOM COJHLEeM nATavke, a benoxBocT NnackoBO BbINM3biBan ee NATHUCTYHO LLEePCTKY.
PaHbl Ha Bokax KOLIEeYKM COBCEM 3aTAHYNNCL, HAa MECTe MX Havana oTpactaTb 6eno-pbhkas
wepcTka, n nsganeka OrHerpmy gaxe nokasanocb, 6yaTo oH BUAUT nepes cobon NPeXXHIon
Kpacasuuy BecHsaHky. Ho B cnegytowmn mur Beanukas nogHsna ronosy, 1 OrHerpvB HEBOSbHO
COLPOrHyncs, Bnepsble YBUAEB M3YpPOOOBaHHYHO NOMOBUHY ee nuua 6e3 nayTuHbl, KOTOPOW
lMenenuua 3aTblkana paHsbl.

B Tom mecTe, rge YyaoBULLHbBIE KOrTK NPOLLNMCH NO weke beanukon, Tenepb cuanm
OnegHo-po30BbIE WPaMbl, HAa KOTOPbIX YXKe HUKOrga He BblpacTeT wepcTb. OgHOro rnasa He
ObIN0, OT yXa OCTanoChb HECKOMBbKO PBaHbIX NOCKYTOB. Tonbko Tenepb OrHerpnB NOHSM, C Kakon
XeCcTokol TouHoCcThio CuHAs 3Be3ga Bobibpana BecHsaHke HoBoe umMsi. OH MpekpacHO MOMHWI,
KaKoW KpacuBOW, XXMBOW 1 BECENON COBCEM HefaBHO Obina aTa kowledka! Mopsayas 3noba
pasnunack no xmeoTy OrHerpmea. Bo 4to Obl TO HM CTano OH AOMMKEH U3rHaTb M3 feca
nocenuelLIeecs Tam Nunxo!

Korga oH nogowlen onwxe, beanukas BOPYr »XanobHo MUCKHYIa u npuxanachb K BGJ'IOXBOCTy.

— Bce xopowwo, — nackoBo 3aluenTtan en Ha yxo benoxsocT. — 310 OrHerpms! — OH GbICTPO



noaHsAN rnasa Ha ObIBLUEro HacTaBHWKa U NOACHUN: — Tbl NOAOLLEN C TON CTOPOHbI, KOTOPOW
oHa He BuauT! OHa oo cux nop GouTcs, Korga KTo-HMOYAb Tak AernaeT, HO NOTUXOHbKY HauyMHaeT
NpUBbIKaTb.

— Bot u npaBunbHo! — ckasana lNenenuua, Bbinesasn u3 cBoen newlepsl. [NpruxpambiBas, oHa
nogowwna k OrHerpmBy 1 LWenHyna Tak, Ytobbl He cnbiwana besnnkas: — YecTHO npu3HaTbCs,
GonbLue 9 yXXe HAYero He Mory Anst Hee caenatb. Tenepb er HY)XXHO TONbKO BpeMsi, YTOObI
HabpaTbCcH cun.

— 3710 gonro? — cnpocun OrHerpus. — NoHUMaeLb, 9 AOMMKeH NOroBopuTb ¢ Hen! Kpome
Toro, benoxsocty faBHO Nopa BEPHYTLCS K CBOMM BOUHCKMM 06s3aHHOCTSM. [ecyaHas Byps
XOET He JOXAOETCS, Korga CMOXET CHOBa OXOTUTLCHA € HUM BMecTe! — OH CO4yBCTBEHHO
nokocunca Ha nnemsiHHmka. Kto mor 66l nogymatb, 4To 3TOT cebantobel, cnocobeH Ha Takyto
npegaHHoCTb!

Menenuua kMBHyNa.

— A ckasana eun, YTO OHa MOXET OCTaBaTbCHA Y MEHS 40 TEX NOpP, NMOKa cama He 3axo4eT YnTu.
Tbl yxe pewumn, 4To oHa ByaeT genaTtb nocne Bbi3gopOBNEeHNS?

OrHerpuvB yopy4yeHHO nokayan rorioBown.

— BoobLie-To oHa Tenepb BOWH...

— YK He XOMeLLb i Thl MOMECTUTL ee B BOMHCKYIO NeLlepy, BMecTe CO BCEMU CBOUMMU
3agnpamu n 3abuskamm?! Huyero He ckaxelub, Nogxogsiee MecTedko! — BO3MYyLLEHHO
nocmotpena Ha Hero lNenenvua. — En Hy>xeH nokon n yxon, AcHo Tebe?

— 4 cuuTalo, en nyyule NoXuTb y CTapenLlUnH, No KpanHen mepe, A0 Tex Nop, Noka He
okpenHeT! — nogan ronoc benoxeocT, KOTOPbLIN HeE3aMeTHO nogoLlen Gnuke u NpuciywmnBancs
K MX pa3roBopy. — [OpHOCTanka AHEM M HOYbto youBaeTca o ceoemM CHexke, Tak YTo 3aboTta o
Besnukon nonget en Ha NoOnb3y.

— OT1nunyHas mbicnb! — obpagosancsa OrHerpus.

— He 3Hato, He 3Hat! — Haxmypunachk lNenenuua. — YTo-To ckaxeT Ha 9TO cama
[opHocTanka?

Bbl e 3HaeTe, kakas oHa cBapnueas v B3gopHasa! Bo3aMoxHO, OHa He NOWNMET, YTO Bbl
OKasblBaeTe en ycnyry, oTBrnekas oT ropecTHbIX nepexmnsaHnin!

— lMNpepocTtaBbTe 370 MHe, — 3asBuUN OrHerpmB. — A ckay, YTO OHa OKaXXeT MHE OrPOMHYO
yCcrnyry, ecrnv cornacutcs npurmsiaetb 3a beanukon.



— Bot 310 geno! — ogobpwuna MNMenenvua. — Kak Tonbko besnnkasi HEMHOro onpaeuTcs, OHa
CMOXET yXaXXMBaTb 3a CTapuKkamu, Ny Opy>XeHoCLieB NosiBUTCA 6onbLue BpeMeHV AN Apyrmx
obsazaHHOCTEN.

— [aBanTe cHa4ana crnpocum ee camy! — cHoBa Bmellancs benoxsoct. OH BepHyncs K
Beanukon n npuxancs k ee 6oky. — OrHerpus xoTen 6bl NOroBOpUTbL C TOOOMN.

OFHerl/IB OCTOPOXHO I'IpI/I6J'I N3UIc4.

— besnukas, ato s, OrHerpms! — N3ypoaoBaHHOE NMLIO MeAIEHHO NOBEPHYIOCh Ha 3BYK €ro
ronioca. — Ckaxu, Tbl xoTerna 6bl HEMHOIO NOXUTb Y CTAPENLLNH? — MSATKO CNPOCKA OH. — Thil
3HaeLllb, OPYXEHOCLIEB Ccenvac masno, OHM NPOCTO U3 cun BbibuBatoTcs, 4Tobbl NOBCOAY yCneTb!
A cTapenwmnHbl Takue KanpusHble, TPeOyOT NOCTOSHHON 3a60Tbl M BHMMaHuA! YecTHoe CroBo,
Tbl MPOCTO Cnacellb HAC BCEX, €CMNN COMMacuLLIbCA NOMOYb YXaXmBaTb 3a CTapuKamu.

Bbesnukasi B3BONHOBaHHO 3alleBenunach 1 noBepHynacb 300pOBbIM IMa3oM K BGJ'IOXBOCTy.

— 3OT0 He npukas, Beab, Nnpasga? A e He cTapenwmHal benoxBoCT npuXxancs LLEKOW K ee
N3ypogoBaHHOMY nnLy.

— Kakasi e Tbl cTapenmHa? — ropsiio BOCKIMKHYN OH. — W HMKTO He 3acTaBuT Tebst genatb
TO, Yero Tbl He Xo4yeLlb!

— lMpocTo Tbl Oka3ana 6bl BCeM HaM OrPOMHYHO YCryry, — Toponnueo 3aBepun ee OrHerpus. —
[opHOCTalnKka Tam He NOMOLLHMLA, OHa No-NpeXHemy youmBaeTcs no cBoeMy CHEXKY U HUYEro
He MOoXeT genaTtb! Tam ceryac Hy>kHa Mornoaas, 3aHeprudHas Kowkal — Buaq, yto beanukas
Hadana konebaTbcs, oH 6bIcTpo fobasun: — Xotda 6bl HeHagonro!

TonbKo A0 Tex Nop, NOKa Tbl HE OKPEMHELUb.

— A korga okpenHeLlb, Mbl C TOOOI HaYHEM TPEHNPOBATLCS, U Tbl ObICTPO HAaBEpPCTaELLb
ynyuwieHHoe! — noaxsaTtun benoxeBocT. — A yBepeH, YTO Tbl MU C O4HUM [1a30M CMOXELLb
OTNM4YHO oxoTuTbCs! Bee aeno B TpeHnpoBke! Hagexaa satennvnack B yueneswem rnasy
Besnukon.

— Xopowo, OrHerpus. Ecnu Tak 1 cMory npuHecTy 6onbLue nonb3bl, TO A cornacHal

— OrpomHoe Tebe cnacubo! U BoT elle 4To, — ckasdan OrHerpums, yCTPOMBLUNCH PSOOM C
KOLLIKOM M NTaCcKOBO JIN3HYB €€ B LLEKY. — Tbl MOXELLb paccka3aTb MHE O TOM, YTO CIy4Yurioch B

necy? Tbl BUAENa, KTO Ha Bac Hanan?

Jlnuyo besnukon CTpaLlHO UCKa3nIrocCb, 1 OHa B yXace OTnpdHyra oT OFHerVIBa, Np>XaBLLUNCb K



BenoxsocrTy.

— A He nomHI0! — Apoxa, 3anenetana oHa. — MpocTu MeHs, OrHerpue, s HUYEro He NOMHio!
BenoxBocT TyT e 6pocuncs BbiNM3biBaTb €M 3aThINOK.

— Bce B nopsiake, ycnokowncs. He gyman 06 atom, nagHo?

— Hwuyero ctpawHoro, — B3goxHyn OrHerpume, nNbiTasiCb CKPbITb CBOE pa3odapoBaHue. — Ecnu
YTO-HMOYAb BCMIOMHWLLbL, CPa3y paccKaXu MHe.

— A mory ckasaTb Tebe koe-4To yxe cenyac! — Bapyr npopblyan benoxsBocTt. — Kak TonbKo Mbl
y3HaeM, KTO COTBOPWI1 C HEWN 3TO, S pasbllly ero 1 npespally B nagans! 9710 4 Tebe obewato!

Mmasa XXII

MonHasa nyHa cusana B nerkon abiMke obnakos, koraa CuHAs 3Be3aa Bena kotoB Ha CoBerT.
Camble gypHble npeguyBcTBus ogonesanun OrHerpuea. HecmMoTps Ha 06bsBNEHHYIO 3BE3OHOMY
nnemeHn BonHy, CuHASa 3Be3aa pewmna un B 3TOT pas natu BO rnaee CBOMX KOTOB Ha CoBeT.
«Pa3sBe s1 Mory no3sonutb Tebe Bo3rnaeBuTb Nnemsi?» — 3awmnena oHa, korga OrHerpuvs
CNpocuI, Kaknx BOMHOB eMy B3ATb C cO60M. OrHerpmB ¢ NPUBbLIYHOM NOKOPHOCTBIO MOKMOHMUICA
W BbILEN, HO MbICIb O TOM, YTO NPeABOAUTENbHULA CYMTAET ero npegatenem, 40 CMX Nop Xrna

cepaue.

Kpome Toro, oH BoBce He xoTen 6patb Ha CoBeT KpyToboka, HO cepbli BOWH Tak ropsa4v0 yMOssn
ero, 4Yto Mor 6bl pa3xanobuTtb gaxe KaMeHb.

— lMpouwy Teb4, OrHerpms! A gormkeH y3HaTb, kak Tam Mou aetn! — TBepAus cepbiii BOUH.
OrHerpvB npekpacHo noHumar, 4To nosierneHne Kpytoboka Bo3GyauT HEHaBUCTb PeYHbIX
BOVHOB, eLle He npuiegmnx B ceds nocne nopaxeHus y Harpetbix KamHen, n o4eHb
Hagesncsa, 4To CuHas 3Besaa nposasBuT Gnaropasymune. OagHako NpeaBoaAnTENbHULA NULb C
A0cafon MaxHyrna Ha Hero XBOCTOM.

— MycTtb naet! Bee BbI TYT Npegartenu, cpean Bac HET HYM OAHOro gocTonHoro! MNogymaelus,
OHUM U3MEHHUKOM BonblLue!

U Bot TeNnepb OFHerVIB BMeCTe C TOBapuiamMn HeCCA BHMU3 NO CKIOHY BCrien 3a Cunen



3Be3gon. CnycTMBLUNCH B MNOLLMHY, OH cpady 3ameTtun MNaTHucTyio 3sesay 1 3sesgouana. OHu
cvaenu psablKOM Bo3fe ckanbl 1 ogobpuTenbHO NorMsabiBany Ha KyBblpKaloLWMXCS B Nblnn
opyxeHocueB. Y OrHerpusa gaxe LepcTb 3alleBenuack Npu suae aton napoyku. MNyctb
3Bes3gouan noka HUKaK He NposIBASN CBOEro XeraHNa OTOMCTUTb OblBLLEMY MEMeHM, 3aTO
MaTHucTas 3Be3na HaBepHsika ewe 6onblue Bo3HeHaBmaena (po3oBbIX KOTOB nocne
NnopaxxeHus, KOTopoe OHM HaHecnn en y HarpeTbix KamHen.

— Tbl oTNn4YHO nopabotan! — BocTop)eHHO rosopuna MNaTtHucTas 3Be3na, obpawascs K
cBoemy cobecenHuKy. — Ha peakoCTb CUIbHble KOTATKM, Aa U NOArOTOBMNEHbI O4E€Hb HEMNSOXO!

[oBornbHoe yp4aHune Nctoprnocb 13 MOFy‘-IeI7I rpyam 3Be3gouana.

— [la, Mbl NOTMXOHbLKY BOCCTaHaBNMBAEM CUIbl, — NoATBepann oH. — Ho 3Hana Gbl Tbl,
CKOJIbKO ellle npeacTouT caenarts!

[1Boe cLenuBLLMXCSt OPYKEHOCLEB MOAKATMIUCH K cambiM fanam npeasoautenen, n MNaTtHucTas
3Be3fa cnerka oToABUHYNack, YTobbl AaTb ManbiwaM nobonblue mecTa. Mpurnsaeswmncsb,
OrHerpuB y6eauncs, 4To opyXeHocupbl nrnemeHn TeHeln BbirnaaaT 300P0oBbIMU, CUMNbHBIMU 1
OYeHb YNUTaHHbIMW. TPYAHO ObINO y3HATb B HUX XKanKuX, KOCTNSIBbIX 3aMOpbILLEN, KOTOPbIX
efBa He yHecna 6onesHb, 06pyLumBLIascs Ha nnemsi! OrHerpuB B3BOTHOBAHHO NeEPEernsHyncs ¢
KpyTo6okom. OH HE COMHEBArCs B TOM, YTO paHO WUnu No3aHo Po30BbIM KOTaM NpuaeTcs
BCTPETUTLCSA B GO C 3TMMM XOPOLLO 06Yy4YEeHHbIMU, OTKOPMIEHHbIMU BOUHaMu!

Bot 3Be3agouan 4Tto-To HErpOMKO CKasari CBOMM OpYXXeHocLaMm, U Te, MOMEHTanbHO NpekpaTne
BO3HI0, YNHHO YCENUCh M NPUHSANMCH BbINM3biBaTb BCKNOKOYEHHYO WwepcTb. Oba npeasoantens
BCTanu u HanpaBuUnncb K ckane CoBeTa, y NOgHOXMS KOTOpoW yxe cngena CuHss 3sesga.
3Be3gHoro Jlyya noka He 6b1n10 BUAHO.

po30BbIe KOTbI pa3bpennch No nomnsiHe, YTobbl MONPUBETCTBOBATb CBOMX 3HAKOMbIX U
npudarenen u3 gpyrux nnemeH. O6epHysLwncb, OrHerpus ysugen, 4to Kpytobok co Bcex nan
MYNTCS HABCTPEYY TONCTEHBbKON Bypow KoLlke, naxHyLen PeyHbim nnemeHem. OrHerpus
HacTopoxurncs. OH nonHocTbio goBepsan KpyToboky, XoTa 3Han, Y4To Apyr HaBcerga CoXpaHuT
CBSA3b C NNIeMeHeM, B KOTOPOM OCTanucb ero Aetu. Ho 4to nogymatoT octanbHble [po3oBbie
BOVIHbI, €CNK YBUAAT, Kak KpyToboK yBMBaeTCcs BOKpYr PeuHbix koToB?!

— Kak noxumBaelb, MoxoBuHka? — 3akpuyan Kpytobok, nogberas k koponese. — Kak moun
neTkn?

— Tbl X04eLLb CNPOCUTb, Kak YyBCTBYHOT cebsi opyxeHocubl [ywrHka n Betepok? — ¢
ropaocTblo cnpocuna MoxoBuHKa.

— OHu yxe opyxeHocubl?! NywnHka n Betepok? — rnasa Kpytoboka Tak n 3acsepkanu ot
cyacTtba. — OrHerpums, Tbl cnbiwan?! Mon getun ctanu opyxeHocuamu! — oH BO30Y>XAEHHO



noBepTern ronoeou B pPa3Hbl€ CTOPOHbI. — A no4yemy nx sgecb HeT?

— OHM coBceM HelaBHO CTanu opyxeHocuamu, — nosicHuna MoxosuHka. — lMNpuayT B
cnegyowmin pas. A pacckaxy MM, 4To Tbl O HUX crnipawwmean, KpyTobok.

— Cnacunbo! — 3akusan KpyTtobok, HO GbIs1I0 BUAHO, YTO €r0 BOCTOPT OLICTPO CMEHSIETCH
TPeBOron. — YTo-To OHM nogymanu, Korga yBuaenu, 4To s He BEPHYNcst LOMOM nocrne 6uTebl?!

— [N HUX BaxkHee Bcero 6bIno To, YTO Thbl He Normb! — ycnokouna ero MoxoBuHka. — lMoBepb,
KpyTo6OK, OHM CMOKOMHO BOCMPUHSINW U3BECTME O TBOEM yxoAe. HVUKTO B HalleM nnemeHu He
COMHEeBarICsi, YTO Tbl PaHO UMK NO3AHO yiaellb o6paTHO.

— lMpaBpa? — BbiTapawmn rmasuwia Kpyto6ok.

— KoHeuyHo, npasaa! [lymaelub, HUKTO He BUAEN, Kak Tbl 6poaun BAosb rpaHvubl, rmaas Ha ToT
Oeper pekn? [axe OeTAM CBOMM Tbl pacckasbiBas TOMbKO O TOM, Kak Bbl ¢ OrHerpuBom Gbinm
opyxxeHocuamu! He TpyaHo 6bino goragatbcs, 4TO TBOE cepAue HaBcerga octanoch B
po3oBoM NnemeHu!

— MHe Tak xanb, MoxoBuHka! — noHypuncs Kpytobok. — A He xoTen...

— He o yem Tebe xaneTb! — oTpesana koponesa. — Moxellb He COMHEBaTbLCH, 3a TBOUMM
OeTKaMu ecTb KoMy npurnsaeTsb! XoTb OHU U cTanu opy>KeHocLaMu, HO 9 C HUX rnas He
cnyckato! A B HacTaBHUKM UM gann KamHsa ¢ HeBnanmkon.

— Hy ga! — cHosa nognpbirHyn Kpyto6ok. — BoT 3gopoBo!

Hexopoluee 4yBCTBO LWeBenbHynock B aywe OrHerpuea. KameHb ¢ HeBuagmmkom 6binm
OTNINYHBIMW BOMHAMM, HO MOYEMY MMEHHO OHU CTann HacTaBHUKaMun KpyToOOKOBbIX Manbiwlen?
Boobuwe-to HeBugmmka 6bina korga-1o nydwen nogpyron CepebpsHkn n Morna B3sTb Ha
BOCMUTaHME KOTEHKA B NamMATb O ero nornbwen matepu... Ho OrHerpmus HUKak He Mor 3abbiTb, C
KaKow HEHaBMCTbIO OpaT ¢ cecTpor OTTONKHYNKM ot cebsa CuHioo 3Be3ny, Korga y3Hanm o ToMm,
4TO OHa Bbina Mx HacTosLLen MaTepbio. Heyxenu nocrne aToro OHM 3axoTenu B3ATb Ha
BOCMUTaHWE KOTAT-MOSYKPOBOK, HAMONOBMHY NpuHaanexaiwmx Mpososomy nnemenn? Unm xe
OHW XOTSIT BOCMUTATb B HUX HENPUMUPUMYIO HEHABUCTb K [PO30BbLIM KOTaM?

— CKaXm UM, 4TO 9 O4YEHb-OYEHDb ropXxycCb nMu, nagHo? — ymorndwLuie o6paTmnc;| prT06OK K
MoxoBuHKe. — Hakaxu, 4Tobbl BO BCEM cnywanuncb CBOUX HaCTaBHUKOB.

— PasymeeTca!l — 3aypyana koponesa. — Hackonbko 4 3Hato, HeBuanmka He Bo3paxkaeT
NpPOTUB TOro, YTOObI Tbl BUAENCSA C HUMK. NAaTHUCTOM 3Be3ae 3TO BPsiA Ny NpUAEeTCs No aylwe, Hy
Aa Huyero! Ecnv oHa HM 0 YeM He y3HaeT, Tak U paccTpamBaTbCs He CTaHeT, BEPHO S FOBOPHO?
— TUXOHBKO 3acMednacbh KOporesa.



OrHerpuB BoBce He Obln yBepeH B bnarnx HamepeHusx HeBmamMmku. Y3HaB npaBgy CBOEro
poXaeHusi, cepedpucTasa KoponeBa BpsiA N 3aX04eT MMETb Kakue-To aena ¢ [po30BbIM
nnemeHem! bonee Toro, npmusHaHne CuHen 3Be3abl AOMKHO ObINO eLe CurbHee NpPUBA3aThb
Hesnanmky k PeyHomy nnemenun n namatu Jlyxnubl, KOTOPYHO OHa Bcerga nobuna, kak poaHyto
MaTb.

— Cnacunbo Tebe, MoxoBunHKa! — NpoOHNKHOBEHHO ckadan KpyTobok. — A Hukorga He 3abyay
TOrO, YTO Thbl ANA MeHs caenanal!

pomkumi Bov Bo3BecTun o Havane Coseta. O6epHyBLINCL, OrHerpuB yBMaen Ha BepLuHe
cKarnbl BCex YeTBepblx NpeasoauTenen. VX wepctb CBETUNAaCh B JIYHHOM CUSIHUK, ropsiLLme
B30pbl ObINM YCTpEMMEHbI Ha CUAALLMX BHU3Y KOTOB. OrHerpmB NoYTn He cnyLian puTyanbHbIX
NpvBETCTBUI NpeasoauTenein. Bce mbicnu ero 6binn 3aHAThI TeM, pacckaxeT N CuHas 3sesaa
cobpasLlummMca 06 yxacHOM HanageHun Ha beictponana ¢ PebkuHKOM, 1 coobat nu
ocTarbHble NPeABOAUTENN O CXOXUX NPOUCLLECTBUSAX Ha CBOen Tepputopuun. B rmybuHe gywm
OrHerpmBy O4€Hb XOTENOCh YCNblWaTh TakMe U3BECTMS, MOCKOSbKY OHM 03HaYanu 6bl, 4TO
TaNHCTBEHHOE NNXO YrpoXaeT BCEMY Nnecy, a He 0OAHUM [PO30BbIM KOTaM, a 3Ha4uUT, He MOXeT
ObITb NocnaHo 3Be3gHbIM NremeHeM, Aabbl Nnokapatbe MAaTexHyto CuHioo 3Be3gy. Cam
OrHerpuB He Bepun B KO3HM 3BE3OHOMO NnemeHun. Yto-1o ropasgo bonee crpawiHoe
nocenurochk B fecy, U 3TO YTO-TO HE NPU3HaBano BOMHCKOrO 3aKoHa U BUOENOo B KOTax He
BOMHOB, a BCEro nNuib AnYb!

Korga 3Be3gHbliii Jlyd 3akoHYMN CBOE BbICTYNNEHME, ero MecTo 3aHsan 3eesgouan. OH KOPOTKO
pacckasan o TOM, YTO B NMriemMeHn TeHel yCcrneLwHo TPeHNPYIOT HOBbIX OPY>KEHOCLEB, YTO
HefaBHO Ha CBET MOSIBUNUCH €LLE HECKOMbKO KOTSAT, U YTO TPOE OPYXKEHOCLIEB CTaNN BOUHAMMU.

— MNnemsa TeHen cHoBa HabupaeT cunbl, — 3asBun 3se3gouan. — Mbl HACTOMNbKO OKpennn, YTo
roTOBbI B MOSTHOM Mepe y4acTBOBaTb B XXMU3HU feca.

«Hapo n1 noHMMaTb 3TO Kak roTOBHOCTb HanacTb HA CBOMX COCEAEN?» — pasapakeHHO
nogyman OrHerpus. C 3amMmupaHnem cepaua oH xgan, 4To 3sesgouan cendac oobsiBuUT o
HaMepEHMN pacLLUMPUTL TEPPUTOPUID CBOETO NeMeHn. [lencTBUTENbHO, NpeaBoauTenb
nnemeHun TeHen nomonyan n obsen rnasamu coOpaBLUMXCS BHU3Y KOTOB, CTIOBHO FOTOBUIICS
COOOLMTb MM HEYTO OYEHb BaXKHOeE.

— A xo4y npeabaABUTL TpeboBaHue! — HETOPONNNBO Ha4van oH. — MHorMe n3 Bac 3HatoT, 4To,
nokuaas Npo3oBoe nnems, 9 0CTaBuN Tam ABOMX CBOMX KOTAT. Ha TOT MOMEHT OHM Bbinun
CNMLWKOM Manbl, 4Tobbl NpoaenaTe 4onrun nyTb, U 9 6narogapeH MPo3oBbIM KOTam 3a TO, YTO
OHW BCKOPMUIM MOUX AeTeln 1 3ab0TUNUCb 0 HUX. Ho Tenepb Mov AeTun OOMKHbI
NPUCOEAMHUTBCA KO MHE U BCTYNUTb B NiieMs TEeHEN, KOTOPOMY OHM NPUHAANeXaT no npaey
poxaeHus. Cunaa 3eesga, Thl oTAalwb MHE EXXeBMYKY U PbiRKMHKY?



MocnegHue cnoBa ero YyToHyNu B NpoTecTytoLlem Boe po30BbIX KOTOB. OrHErpnB HaCToMNbKO
oneLns, YTo 3acTbin € pa3uHyTeiM pToM. OH C camoro Havyana nogo3pesarl, YTto 3Be3gouan He
YOOBMETBOPUTCH BO3MOXHOCTBIO U3peaKa BUAETb CBOMX AeTen Ha CoBeTax, 04HaKo OH U
nogymartb He MOT, YTO NpPeaBoANTENb NOCMEET OTKPLITO 3asiBUTb O CBOEM HaMepeHun 3abpaTb
KOTAT B Nnemsi TeHen.

CuHsasa 3Be3ga nogHanach Ha HOrM m 3amMepra, oxunaas, rnoka yTuxHyT Kpuku nog cKarnomn.

— Hwu B kOEM cnyyae, — rpomko oTBeTuna oHa. — Kotsata npuHaanexar [po3oBomy nriemMeHu.
OHu yxxe cTanu opy>eHocLiaMun 1 OCTaHyTCs B NeMeHU, B KOTOPOM Oblnv pOXAEHDI.

— To ecTb B [p030BOM NNemMeHn? — Bbi3biBatoLLe yTouHUN 3Be3gouan. — [ymato, Thbl
owmnbaewwbcs, CnHaa 3Be3ga. Kotsata npuHagnexar MHe, MOV BOMHbI CTaHYT MX HacTaBHUKaMM
N 3aMMyTCS UX NOArOTOBKON.

«Ho B Takom cnyyae getn Kpytoboka Toxe AOrmKHbI BEpHYTbCS B [[po3oBoe niems!y —
npoHecnock B ronose OrHerpuea, 1 oH yameuncs, 4to CuHas 3Besfa He Xo4eT NpuberHyTb K
CTONb NPOCTOMY apryMeHTy. lNogymas, OH pewnn, YTo npeaBoguTernbH1La He peLlaeTcs
BO30OHOBNATL cTapblii cnop ¢ PeyHbiM nnemeHem. OgHako CuHsAs 3Be3ga He cobupanach Tak
nerko caaBaTbCA.

— # noHMMmato TBoe oTLIOBCKOe BecrnokoicTeo, 3Be3goLan, — HEBO3MYTMMO OTBETMIA OHA. —
MoxeLb OblTb yBEPEH, Mbl QUM TBOMM AETSIM CaMyHO STydLLYIO NOArOTOBKY.

3Bes3gouan nomonyan, cHosa obBern rnasamu NonsHy 1 3aroBopusi, obpallasch yxe He kK CuHen
3Be3ge, a kK cobpaBLwMMCS KoTaMm:

— BblI Bce cnbiwanu, KoTbl YeTbIpex NecHblx nnemeH? MpeasoantensHuua Mpo3oBoro nneMeHu
TONbKO 4YTO noobellana gatb MOUM AETSAM Camyto NyyLlyto NOAroToBKy. HO Kak s Mory BepuTb
ee cnoeawm, ecnv po3oBLIe KOTbl HE MOIYT N03ab0TUTLCA 0 COGCTBEHHOM MOMOAHSIKE?!
lMocMoTpuTe TOMbKO, YTO TBOPUTCS B 3TOM nrieMeHn! ManeHbk1in KOTEHOK NOXMLLEH SACTPeEOOM
npsiMO 13 nareps Ha rnasax y BOMHOB M kopones! [1Boe opyeHocueB oaHu, 6e3
COMPOBOXAEHUSA BOUHA, OTNPaBNATCA B NeC — M 41O xe? OguH n3 Hux nornb, apyrom
YyOOBULLHO nckanedeH. CTOUT Nn yauBASTLCA TOMY, YTO 9 6eCNOoKOCh 3a KU3Hb U
©e30nacHOCTb COOCTBEHHbIX AeTen?!

B3poxu yxxaca npokatunuco no nonsiHe. OrHerpmMe B CMATEHMU CMOTpen Ha ckany CoseTa.
Kaknm obpasom 3Besgouan pasysHan o beictponane n BecHsiHke?! HOBOCTb HMKaK He morna
Tak ObICTPO pacnpoCTpaHMTBLCA NO Necy, ecnu Tonbko... Yactokon! OrHerpme B ApocTu
BbINYCTUIT KOITWU. HaBepHsKa 3TOT npegartenb NOTOPOnuIca cCoobLWNTL CBOEMY ApYry O TOM, YTO
npowusoLuno soane 3menHon fopku!

Ot 3noctu OrHerpus npocnywan oteeT CuHen 3Be3abl U O4YHYNCS TONLKO Toraa, Koraa



ycnbllwan BKkpaauMBbli ronoc 3sesgouana:

— 51 He BWXKY HMKaKMX NPenaTcTBUn K aTomy! B KOHLIe KOHLIOB, [PO30BOMY MMeMeHn He BNepBon
OTgaBaTb CBOUX KOTAT B Apyrne nnemeHa! MNpaeaa, CuHss 3se3ga? B npownbii ce3oH FOHbIX
JIncteeB Bbl otAanu PevHbim BovHam KoTaT KpyToboka, a elle paHblle OTnpaBunm 3a peky
APYrMx ABOUX KOTSAT, NMOMHULL?

Bot 1yt OrHerpumB ucnyrascs Tak, 4To y Hero B XXnBOTe noxonogeno. 3se3gouan oTKpbITo
Hamekan Ha KamHsa n Hesuanmky! MNepepn cmepTblo Jlyxkuua nporoBopunack emy o KoTaTax,
HaMoMnoBMHY NpUHagnexaBLwmnx [PO30BOMY MEMEHU, U cHACTbE eLle, YTo 3Besgouan noka He
pasy3Han HU UX UMeH, H1 nmeHun nx matepu! OgHako oH 1 6e3 Toro 3HaeT ropasao 6onbLue
noboro BomHa 13 po3oBoro nnemeHu!

OrHerpumB ocTopoxHO nokocuncsa Ha KamHs, cngesluero noogans. Cepebpuctbivi ¢
rony6oBaTbiM OTIIMBOM KOT PE3KO BCKOYWUIT C 3€MIIM, BCKMHYM rOfIOBY U YCTPEMWI B30p Ha ckany
Coserta. lNpocneams 3a ero B3rnsgom, OrHerpus noHss, Yto PeyHon rnawaranm CMOTPUT He Ha
3Bespouana, a Ha CuHio 3Be3ay, U rnasa ero ropaT HeNnPUMUPUMON HEHABUCTLIO.

OrHerpuvB BUEMNUICs KOrTAMU B 3eMITH0 U, 3a)KMYPUBLLMCH, CTan XaaTb OTBETa CBOEW
npeasoanTensHuUUbl. MpsiMoli BbI3oB 3Be3aoLana HacTonbko noTpsic CuHiow 3Be3ay, YTo OHa
efiBa cMorna cobpaTtbcsi ¢ cunamu. Kaxxgoe crioBo ¢ XpUroM BbIpbIBariocb y HeEe 13 rpyau,
CMNOBHO OHa He roBopuIa, a BblTacknBana oCTpble KOMYKN U3 paHbl.

— Yt0 6bIno, TO Npowso.... Kaxabin HOBLIN Crydain Hy>XHO paccMaTpuBaTh 3aHOBO. S nogymato
Hag TBouMMM crioBamu, 3sesgouan... A aam Tebe oTBeT Ha cnegytowem Cosere...

OrHerpuvB He COMHeBarcsl, YTo 3Be3foLan OTKaXeTCs XaaTb Lenblii Mecsil, HO, K ero Hemariomy
YOVBREHUIO, TOT NULLb HAKIMOHWIT CBOK OFPOMHYHO FONOBY U OTOLLEN OT Kpasi ckanbl: — O4YeHb
XOPOLLO, — MPOroBopuI OH. — A noaoXay ele Mecsil, — Ho He gonblue!

Masa XXIII

OrHerpuB oCTOpPOXHO Npobupancs Beicokumm CocHamm K xunuity [1ByHorux. Bero Houb wen
NMBEHb, 1 TeNepb KoLlayby Narbl CKOMb3WIN N0 MOKPOMY Mensy U packucluen obyrneHHom
TpaBse. Bce MHCTUHKTLI OrHerpuea 6binin 060CTpeHbl 40 Npeaena, CroBHO Ha OXOTe, BOT TONbKO
4yBCTBOBAs OH cebsi He NOBLOM, a AMYbIO U KaXabld MUT XX4an HanageHns TeMHOW CUrbl, YTO



OoAHaXxObl yXe Bbillsia U3 CBOEro YKpbITUA U pacTep3ana BbICTpOJ'IaI'Ia n Ee3n|/||<y+o.

N3ypoaoBaHHas Kollevka Toxe Obina 3gechb, psagomM co CBOUMM BepHbIM bernoxsocTom.
3ambikaBLuunn wectsne Kpytobok BHMMATENBbHO criegun 3a TeM, YTobbl HUKTO He aTakoBasn ux
co cnuHbl. OHK WKW HaBeCcTUTb MaTb benoxsocTa, NpuHueccy, 1 MONOAOW BOMH YrOBOPUIT
besnukyto NONTK C HUMN.

— Hy Hago e Korga-HuMbyab HavyaTb BbIxoguTb U3 nareps! — ybexxgan oH. — Mbl n 6nn3ko He
nogonaem k 3menHon Mopke, knsHycb Tebe! A caenato Bce, 4Tobbl Thl Gbina B 6e30nacHoOCTy.

N Beanukas cornacunach, XoTs ee NpUBOAMNA B yXKac oAHa MbICIb O BbIxoZe 3a npeaerbl
narepsi. OrHerpvB gaxe nogymaTb HE MOT, YTO €ro HenoceaNMBbI NNEMSHHUK OyaeT
Korga-Hnbyab nonb3oBaThCs TakMm 6e30roBoOpoYHbIM foBeprem!

370 GbINo Henerkoe nyTelecTene. beanvkas B3aparveana oT KaXaoro Lopoxa, ee nyran gaxe
LLUenecT NMCTBbI NoA NanamMu, HO OHa ynpsiMo npogorkana natn, u OrHerpuey kasanochk, 6yaTo
C KaXkObIM LLAarom K Heli Bo3Bpallianacb cuna v oteara npexHein BecHaHku.

Korna BGnM3n nokasanachk orpaga Ha 3afBopkax xunuia [eyHormux, OrHerpus B3maxHyrn
XBOCTOM, NpuKa3sblBasi CMyTHUKaM OCTaHOBUTbCS. [prHUEeCcChl HUrge He Gbino BUAHO, HO,
OTKpbIB poT, OrHerpMBe No4TH cpasy NovyBCTBOBAN €e 3anax.

— Xoute meHs 3geck! — Benen oH octanbHbiM. — CMoTpuTe B 06a, ecnun 4To 3ameTuTe, cpasy
30BUTE MeHs!

OH cHoBa noBen HocoM, Xenad ybeguTbesl, YTO NOBNM30CTM HE NAaxXHET HK cobakamm, HK
AByHorumu, nepebexxan oTKpbITOe NPOCTPaHCTBO Nepes orpagon U OOHUM NPbBKKOM B3neTen
Ha 3abop. Mpurnsgeswncb, OrHerpuB 3aMeTun, Kak B KycTax NpoMeribKHyno 4To-To 6ernoe,
NOTOM OTTyAa nokasanacbk ronoska NpuHUECCHI, 1 KOLeYKa, BbICKOYMB U3 3apOCnen, AenoBUTO
3aceMeHuna no MoKpon Tpase.

— lMpueer, MNpuHuecca! — HerpoMko oknnkHyn ee OrHerpme.

Koweuka pe3ko octaHoBunack 1 3agpana ronosy. Yeuaes OrHerpusa, oHa TyT e nogbexana K
orpage, Bckapabkanacb Ha Hee 1 ycTpounacb psigoM ¢ 6patom.

— OrHerpuB! — 3aypyana oHa, NPMXMMasCb K HeMy Lekon. — A Tak paga 1ebsa Buaetb! Kak
noxuBeaeLlb?

OrHerpmB MaxHyrn XBOCTOM NpUATENsiM, KOTOpbIE NPATanNuUCh B ryCTON Tpase 3a 3a6opom.

— 3710 e Mo benbiw! — BOCTOpPXXEHHO BOCKNMkHyNa lNMpuHuecca. — A KTO 3TO C HAM?



— BoTt TOT cepbii TONCTAK — 310 Mou Apyr, KpyTtobok, — nosicHun OrHerpmB. — Tbl €ro He
0olics, OH TONMbKO C BUAY TakoM rpo3HbIn. A 9Ta Kolledka... — OH 3amsirficsa 1 BblgaBsun: — Ee
30ByT besnukas.

— Bbesnukasa! — B cTpaxe oTnpsHyna lNpuHuecca. — Kakoe xyTkoe nms! 3a4em xe Bbl ee Tak
Hassann?!

— Cama yBuguib, — MpadHo oteeTun OrHerpme. — OHa y)XacHO M3paHeHa, Tak 4To Oyab ¢
Hen nonackosee, NagHo?

OH cnpbirHyn ¢ 3abopa, a MpuHuecca, HeMHOro nokonebaBLIMCh, NocrneaoBana 3a HAM U
OCTOPOXXHO NPUBNMU3NNAch K TPOUM KOTaM.

BenoxeocT copBarncst ¢ MecTa, Gpocuncs K MaTepu U NackoBO MOTEPCS HOCOM O ee HOC.

— benbiw, ManeHbknin MOK, Kak gaBHO 9 Tebs He Bugena! — ypyana lMNMpuHuecca. — AX, Kakomn
Thbl Kpacasew! Heyxenu onate nogpoc?

— HasbiBan meHs1 Benoxsoctom! — noxsacTtarncs 6enbit KOTUK. — H cTan BOMHOM, Mama.
MpuHUecca gaxe B3BU3rHyra oT pagocTu.
— Tbl yxxe BouH? AX, kakoe cyacTbe! benoxsocT, s Tak To6on ropxyce!

Bce Bpewms, noka NpuHuecca 3abpacbkiBana CbiHOYKa BONpocaMu O Xu3HK B narepe, OrHerpus
BepTencs Kak Ha uronkax. OH HM Ha MUr He Mor 3abbITb 00 yrpo3e, HaBUCLLEN HaL, NECOM.

— Mol He MOXXeM ocTaTbCs HAaQoMNro, — He Bblaepkan oH. — lMpuHuecca, Tbl HUYero He
criblwana o cobake, koTopasi 3abnyaunach B fiecy?

MpuHuecca obepHynack 1 UCNyraHHO BbiTapalumnia rnasa.

— Cobaka?! Hert, s Hu4ero takoro He cnbiwanal

— MomHuwb, koraa mbl ¢ NecyaHon bypewn Bctpetunu Tebs B Beicokmx CocHax, Tyga npuexanu
[iByHOrne Ha cBoeM 4yaoBULLE U KOTO-TO UCKanu? BOT 4 1 nogymar, MOXeT, OHU NoTepsnu
cobaky? — nosicHun OrHerpuB. — 3Haewwb, [NpuHuecca, Tebe noka ny4dwe B Nec He XoauTb.

3TO CIULLKOM OMnacHo.

— A Kak xe Bbl? BbI-TO NOCTOSAHHO nogBepraeTechb onacHocTu! — nporosopuna lNpuHuecca n
rpoMko 3anpuyutana: — [a 4to xe 310 aenaertca! Cobaka B necy! OrHerpums, 51 60t0Cb. ..

— Tebe Huyero He yrpo>|<aeT! — nonbITancAa ycrokounTb ee OFHerI/IB. — Tonbko 13 caga He



BbIXoan, NagHo? 3a orpagon Tebst HMKakas cobaka He gocTaHeT!

— Ho s 6ecnokotock He o cebe, a o Bac ¢ benoxsoctom! Beab y Bac HET KpenKoro KaMeHHOro
rHe3ga, Kak y MeHsi, Bbl XXMBETE Ha rorion 3emre...

On! — HeBonbHO BCKpuKHYyna MNpuHuecca, yBuaeB n3ypogoBaHHyto weky beanukon. Ycnbiwas
ee KpuK, KoLeyKa npukanacb K 3emre, anobHOo OLWETUHMB LLIEPCTKY.

— lMonpgem, s nosHakomnto Tebsi ¢ beanukon, — ckazan BenoxBocT, YyKOPU3HEHHO rMAAA Ha
MaTb. [NpuHUecca ncnyraHHo nNpmMbnmamnack K ToMy MecTy, rae nexanu Kpytobok ¢ beanukon.
KpyTobok BcTan u nosgoposarcs, a beanukasi Monya nocMoTpena Ha KOLLKY CBOUM 340POBbIM
rnasom.

— Ox, cTpax-To Kakoh! — He ygeprkanacbk oT Bo3rnaca lNpuHuecca. — Yto ¢ Tobon cryumnocs,
mMunan? — cnpocuna lMpuHuecca, 6ecnoMoLLHO NepeMUHaACh € nanku Ha nanky.

— Ha Besnukyto Hanana cobaka, — cepguTo otBeTun benoxsoct. — OHa Bena cebs, kak
repon!

OHa o4eHb xpabpasi.

— 3710 caenana cobaka? begHeHbkada Tbl, 6begHeHbKasa! — 3anenetana NpuHuecca, B yxxace
pasrnagbiBas pacnorioCoBaHHOE LWpamMamm NIMLO KOLIKK, NYCTYHO IMa3HNLY U KIoYybs,
OCTaBLUMECS OT yxa. — Yac kakon, npaega? M aTo MOXeT CryunTbCs € Kaxdbim 1u3 Bac?!

OrHerpuB ckpunHyn 3ybamm ot gocaabl. Ero cectpa, kak Hasno, rosopuna MMEHHO TO, Yero He
cnepnosano rosopuTb! OH BMaen, kak beannkas B HEMOM OTYasIHUM CMOTPUT HA HEE CBOUM
€VMHCTBEHHbIM rra3oM. BenoxBocT TyT e npuxancs K Noapyre 1 nackoBo NoTepcsi HOCOM O ee
NATHUCTbIN BOYOK.

— Ham nopa natn! — cnoxsatunca OrHerpus. — Mbl 3arnsHynuM Ha MUHYTKY, NPOCTO
BenoxsocT xoTen nogenntbest ¢ To6om nocnegHMMn HOBOCTSIMK. Thl BO3BpaLLIAcs B cag,
nagHo?

— [Ha, na, KoHe4YHo! — ¢ roToBHOCTLIO 3akmBana lNpuHuecca u nonaTunack, He CBoAs rnas ¢
Besnukon. — Tbl ewe npugellb HaBeCTUTb MeHsl, OrHerpms?

— ObgasaTtenbHo, kak Tonbko 6yay ceoboneH! — noobelwan OrHerpue n nogymari, 4to Tenepb
OyneT HaBewaTb CECTPy TOMNbKO B OOUHOYKY.

MpuHUecca oTowna eLe Ha HEeCKOMNbKO Lwaros, MOTOM NOBEPHyack, cTtpemMrnas 6pocunach K
3abopy, B3neTena Ha Hero, KpukHyna: «Bcem oo cengaHms!» — 1 ckpbinach 3a 6e3onacHom
orpagou caga.



— BoT n otnnyHo! — npowmnen en Bcneq benoxsocT.

— He cyau ee cnuwkom ctporo, — B3goxHyn OrHerpm. — OHa COBEPLUEHHO HE MOHUMAET, YTO
TaKoe XW3Hb kKoTa-BonTens! OHa BUAMT TOMbKO XyALUME CTOPOHbI, U OHU ee MyratoT.

— Yero eLye MOXHO oxuaaTb OT AomaluHen kucku! — npoBop4dan Kpytobok. — lMNownu gomon!
BenoxeocT HeXHO noTtepca HocoM 0 6ok beanukon. Kolweyka MeaneHHo NogHsinach ¢ 3emMnm u
BApPYr pobKo ckasana:

— Benoxeocr, aTta kowka, MpuHuecca... OHa o4eHb Mcnyranach, korga ysuaena MeHsi. S xouy..
— OHa 3amonyana, CygopoXHO CrroTHYNa U ene CrblilWHO 3akoH4YMna: — A xody yBuaeTb cebsi.
3aecb roe-Hnbyapb ecTb nyxa, YTobbl 1 Morna NocMoTpPeTbCsl B Hee?

OFHerI/IB B3OPOrHyInm. EMy ObII10 A0 cnes xarko HeCHYaCTHYO KOLLKY, HO B TO € BpeMsd OH He
MOl HE BOCXULLATbCA ee MY>XXeCTBOM. OH nokocuncs Ha benoxesocTta, NOHUMas, 4TO Tenepb Bce
3aBUCUT OT Hero.

BenoxsBocT nornsaen no CTOpOHaM, NOTOM NnoTepcAH LLiekon o nnevo besnukon.

— Wan 3a MHOM, — NO3Ban OH W NOABEN ee K KopHAM GonbLuoro gepesa, rae nocne
BYEpaLLHEero NMBHs ocTanack Hernybokas nyxuua. Ctoa psgom, oba KoTa 3arnsiHynm B
CBEpKatoLLyo NOBEPXHOCTb BOAbl. BenoxBoCcT He ApOrHysn, yBuAEB TO, YTO OTPa3USoCh B ee
rny6uHe, n OrHerpms CHoBa NOYYyBCTBOBAN ropgoCTh 3a CBOEro GbIBLLENO OpyXXeHocLa.

Heckonbko MrHoBeHUN besnnkasa ctosina HenoABMXHO, HE CBOAA rna3 CO CBOEro OTPaXXeHUs.
MoTom Apoxb Npobexana no ee Teny, eANHCTBEHHBIN rMa3s LWMPOKO pacnaxHyncs.

— Tenepb A NMoHAna... — ene ClbllWHO npowenTarna oHa. — MHe o4eHb anb, 4TO MO BUA
nyraet KOToB. N3BUHUTE MEHS...

BenoxBocT pelumTensHO 0ToABUHYN Be3nmkyto OT XXYTKOro OTpaXXeHUs U NMPUHSNCS C
HEXHOCTbLHO BbINM3bIBaTb €€ N3YPOOOBaHHYIO LLEKY.

— [na MeHsA Tbl NO-NPeXHeEMy camas Kpacmeasa! — ropsyo wentan oH. — W Bcerga byaewb
camMon-camMOou fyuLlEen, CNbIWNLLbL?

Y OrHerpuBa cnesbl HABEPHYNNCh Ha rnasa oT XanoCTU K KOLLKE W FOpAoCTY 3a ee Apyra.
HecnbllWHO NpMGNM3NBLUXCE K HUM, OH CKa3an:

— Bbesnukas, Ham 6e3pasnnyHo, Kak Tbl Bbirmaguwb. Mel ntobum 1e6s 1 Bceraa yaem TBonMmn
apy3bamu! beanukasa ¢ 6narogapHOCTbLIO KMBHYMA EMY.



— Bbesnukasa! — Bapyr npowwmnen BenoxsocT, u B ronoce ero npo3sy4varna Takasa 3noba, 4to
OrHerpuB ucnyraHHo nonsatuncs. — A HeHaBwxy 310 MMsi! Kakoe npaBo nmena CuHss 3Besga
AaBaTb BecHsiHke nMms, KoTopoe ByaeT HanoMuHaTb e O CNYyYMBLUEMCS BCSIKUIA pa3, Koraa K Hen
OyayT obpawatbcs?! A He cobupatoch 6onblue 3BaTh ee Tak, AcHO? A ecnn CuHel 3Besge 3To
He NnoHpaBuTCcs, MHe nneBaTb! MycTb... MyCcTb CbeCT ynUTKy 1 3amMonyuT, BOT Tak!

OrHerpuvB 3Han, 4YTo JO/MKEH CypOBO OAEPHYTb MOIOAOrO BOMHA 3a TaKMe HEMOYTUTENbHbIE
cnoea, Ho npomonyan. OH yyBcTBOBan npaBoTy benoxsocta. CuHss 3Be3ga gana ymvparowen
KOLLKe 3TO OTBpaTUTENbHOE UMS, YTOObI OPOCUTL OMEPEAHON BbI30B 3BE3OHBbIM Npeakam, u en
Aarke B rorioBy He NpuLo nogymartb o camon beanukon. OgHako putyan 6bin cobntogeH,
ymmpatowasa BecHsiHka nonyyuna HoBoe UMs OT NPeABOANTENbHULBI, U 3Be3aHble Npeakun bbinu
TOMY CBUAETENAMMU, TaK YTO HAYETO N3MEHUTD Y>KE HEBO3MOXHO.

— £ He noHsAn, Bbl cobMpaeTech A0 BeYepa TyT npoTtopyatb? — 3aBopyan KpyTo6ok.

— Hert, nownun! — B3goxHyn OrHerpuB. MNokocBLUUCE Ha orpagy, OH CHOBA BCMIOMHWI UCTYT
MpuHUecchl 1 ee nocnellHoe 6ercTBo. YepHblit cTpax, NOCENUBLLNIACS B FleCy, NPOTSHYN CBOU
KOrTV 4O camoro xunuwia [ByHorux... MNpuwno Bpemsi cpasutbCs ¢ TEM, YTO NPeBpaTuo
PO30BbIX BOMHOB B Npecrneayemyo anyb!

OrHerpmBy CHUMOCb, YTO HAacTynun ce3oH KOHbIX JINCTbEB M OH MAOET Yepes NECHYHO NOSSIHKY.
CorHue npocBeYnBano CKBo3b fIMCTBY, M NErKMn BETEPOK, LLENECTALLMI B KpoHax, Bpocan Ha
3eMo TpeneLlyLmne NsiTHa ceeta U TeHn. OrHerpyMB OCTaHOBUIICS, NPUOTKPbIN POT, NPobys
BO34YyX, U 3a4poXar OT c4acTbs, NoiMaB AyHOBEHME 3HAKOMOrO, MUIOro 3anaxa.

— MecTtponunctaa! — npowentan OrHerpus. — lNecTtponucTad, rge Tbl?

[o 6onu B rmasax OH BrMsAbIBancsa B 3apoCcnu, 1 BCKOpe eMy nokasanocbk, 6yaTo n3 camom
ryLy nanopoTHUKOB SIPKO CUSAKOT 3HAKOMbIe rrasa. Tennoe AblxaHne KOCHYIOCh ero yxa, u
Txuin ronoc npowentan: — OrHerpus! [ToMHKM 0 Bpare, KOTOPbIN HUKOr4a He cnuT!

BuoeHne Havano taatb, OrHerpmMB NpoCHyscs B NeLlepe BOMHOB, M XorogHoe yTpo Monbix
[epeBbeB BPEIKUT CKBO3b OOYrNEHHbIE BETKM.

Bce elle BO BNacTu TONbKO YTO YBUAEHHOrO cHa, OrHerpuB NOTSIHYNCS U CTPSIXHYI C LUEPCTU
npucTasLUMe KNoYkM mxa. [poLLno yxe HECKOMbKO NyH C Tex nop, kak Mectponucras Bnepsble
npeaynpeauna ero o Bpare, KOTOPbI HUKOr4a He CruT.

OrHerpus cpasy nogyman o 3sesgoLane U BCnoMHuUn HegasHui CoBeT. bbiBLLMI rmallaTan
CTPaCTHO XOYEeT BEPHYTb cebe aeten n, HECMOTPA Ha BCE CBOM 3aBEPEHUS, KOaTb OH SIBHO He

HaMepeH.

MpoTnBopeymBble YyBcTBa Goponuck B Aywe OrHerpusa. OH 6bin 6bl pag oTaaTh KOTAT U



HaBcerga n3baBnUTbCA OT MyYMTENBHOMO YyBCTBA HEAOBEPUS M BUHbI, KOTOPOE UCMbITbIBAN K
HUM, HO ExxeBunuka n PbikuHKa Oblniv AeTbMK PO30BOro NeMeHn, n BOMHCKUA 3akOH TpeboBan
CTOSITb HACMEPTb paau Toro, YToObl OCTaBUTbL MX B POAHOM narepe.

3a cnuHon OrHerpusa nocrbiWancs Wopox — 3To nNpocHynack NecyaHasa bypa. OrHerpus
NOBEPHYI rofoBy M pOoOKO NOCMOTPEN Ha Hee.

— lMNecyanas byp4... — Havan oH. 3onoTucTtas Kowedka 6pocuna Ha Hero ucnenensLnn
B3NS4 1 BCKOYUIIA Ha HOTU.

— A nay oxotuTbCA, rmawaran! — 6pocuna oHa. — Tbl e cam 3TOro XoTen, BEpHO? — U, He
AOXMAasCch ero oTBeTa, OHa NpoLnack No nanartke n noxnonana nanon conswero Abima: —
BcTaBan, neHuBbIN LWEPCTAHOM KOMOK! — NpUKpukHyna oHa. — Bcsa amMyb nepempet ot
CTapocTK, NoKa Tbl rnasa npogepeLub!

— 4 cenyac npueegy Bam benoxsoctal — ycnyxnmeo npeanoxun OrHerpus 1 BbICKOYN U3
nanatku. Kak oH HU cTapancs, lNecuyaHas Byps oTBeprana Bce MonbITKN K NpUMUpeHuto!

3aHnmarowmiics geHb obelan 6biTb XONOAHBLIM U NACMYPHbIM, a koraa OrHerpns OCTaHOBUIICS
NPUHIOXaTbCA, Kannsa AoXAA WenHyna ero no Hocy. Ha npoTMBONONOXHOM Kpato MOMsiHbI,
BO3Ne OEeTCKOW, OH yBuaern ExeBnuky n PbDKUHKY.

— BExeswnuka! — kpukHyn OrHerpmB. — Nocne 3aBTpaka mMbl ¢ TO60M nongem oxoTuTbes!
MonocaTbin opyxeHoceL, NPUNOOHANCS, KUBHYN N CHOBA YCericsl, NMOBEPHYBLUNUCb XBOCTOM K
rnawarato. OrHerpus B3A0xHYr. [lopon eMy HauMHano KkasaTbCs, YTO Bce [p0o30Bble KOThI 3a
yTO-TO OOBMAEennchL Ha Hero!

OH nobexan B newepy CTapenLumnH, Hagesicb oTbickaTb TaM benoxeocTa. besnnkas BoT yxe
HEeCKONbKO AHEeW Xuna co cTapenwmnHamm, Ho benoxesocT Bce paBHO NPOBOAWI C HEW BCe
cBobogHoe Bpemsi. [NpnbnuaneLLMCh kK 06ropesLUEMY CTBOSTY MOBANEHHOIO AepeBa,
Crny>XuBLLEeMyY cTapenwmHam newepon, OrHerpme cpasy 3ameTun 6enocHexxHoro BomHa. OH
cuaen BO3ne AepeBa M Mofya cMoTpen, Kak beanukasa nwet 6nox B pegkon wepctn PA6UHKN.

— Kak oHa, npwxunack TyT? — NOHU3MB rofnoc, YTobbl He crbiwana beanvkas, cnpocun
OrHerpus.

— PasymeeTcsi, npuxkunace! — pasgancst y Hero Haf, yXoM 4eil-To pasgpakeHHbIn ronoc.
OrHerpuvB Tak v NOACKOYUI OT HEOXUAAHHOCTU U, 06EPHYBLUMCH, YBUAEN FopHOCTanKy.
BesyTeluHas Tocka ncyesna 13 rnas ocUpoTeBLUEN MaTepu, U, XOTSl HPaB ee HUYYTb He cTan

mdarye, Bo B3rnaae, O6an.l,eHHOM Ha 5e3n|/||<y+o, cBeTu1aCb NCKPEHHAA HEXXHOCTb.

— Ona npocTto npenectb! A ymMHuMLUa kakas! Tbl Tak U HE BbIACHUIT, Kakas TBapb NpUYnHUNa en



CTOnNbKO cTpagaHuin? MMawaran, HasbiBaeTca! OrHerpus yopy4yeHHO nokayarn rosioBown.

— Kakoe cuyacTbe, 4To Thl 3ab60TULWLCA O Helr, fopHOCTarka! — ckasan OH.

— Bort ewe rnynoctn! — dbipkHyna MopHocTtarka. — lNopon MHe KaXeTcs, 3Ta eBYOHKa
BO30OMHMNa, ByaTo 9TO OHa 060 MHe 3ab0TuTCs! — OHa NbITNMBO NocMmoTperna Ha OrHerpuea, u

b nodaBneHune 5e3yxa cnacno ero oT ganbHenLwmnx paccrnpocos.

— Tbl 3a4em npuwen-To, OFHerVIB? — BOP4YJINBO CNpoOCUI1 CTapuk, oTpbiBadACb OT CBOEIo
YMbIBaHUA.

— A npuwen 3a benoxsoctom. NecyaHas Bypsi cobpanack Ha OXoTy.

— Y107 — BCcTpeneHynca benoxsocT. — YTo X Tbl cpa3sy He ckaszan?! OHa MHe yLin OTOpPBET,
€Cnu A 3acTaBnnio ee XaaTb! — KPUKHYM OH U NMOHECCA Ha NOMSHY.

— CnoxeaTtuncs, MblileronoBbii Heaotena! — nposopyana opHocTarka, Ho OrHerpue icHO
BUAEN, YTO OHa Nobut 6enoro BoMHa HUYYTb HE MEHbLLE, YEM OCTaslbHblE CTAPENLLNHBI.

Monpowaswwck ¢ beanukon n besyxom, OrHerpmBe BbILEN Ha NOMISIHY KaK pa3 B TOT MOMEHT,
korga lNMecyaHas byps, 3agpaB XBOCT, BbIBOAMNA U3 Narepsi CBOUMX OXOTHUKOB. YepHobypka
npoBoXana nx 4o camoro BbIXoAa, ropAao rnaas Ha CBOero NpUeMHoro CbiHa.

— [MNpowy Bac, byabre oCTOPOXHbI! — B3BONMHOBAHHO Kpuyana oHa. — HukTo Bedpb He 3HaerT,
4YTO TaMm 3a Nuxo Takoe!

— He BonHymnca! — nackoBo obepHyrcs K Her benoxsocT. — Ecnu Ham nonagetca cobaka, s
cAenato u3 Hee cBeXaTuHy 1 npuTtaLly B obLLyto Kyyy!

Y BbIx0o4a foBLbl CTONKHYNNCL C BO3BpaLatoLwmmMcs B narepb [JonroxsoctoM. BonH Becb
ApoXan, CNOBHO OT XOroAa, a B rnasax ero 3actbin yxac. OrHerpu 6pocuncs K Hemy
HaBCTpeuy.

— B yem geno? — cnpocuin oH.

— OrHerpu! — cogporHyncs [Jonroxsoct. — A gomkeH Tebe Koe-4To ckasaTb.

— Yro?! Nogonas onmke, OrHerpmB ynoBun CTPaHHbIN 3anax, NCXOAALWMIA OT LWepCTu
HonroxeocTa. MNpuHI0XaBLNCh, OH MOHAS, YTO BOMH Becb nponax Mpemsawen Tponon! Hego6poe

noAo3peHue LWeBenbHynock B Aywe OrHerpvMea, MUroM BbITECHUB TPEBOTY.

— [ae Tl 6bIN? — npopblvan oH. — Y He B nnemsi N1 TeHen Tol 6eran cno3apaHky, 4Tobbl
nposefaTb cBoero apyra 3sesgouana?! N He cmen oTnMpaThCs, Tbl HACKBO3b MPOBOHSAS



lpemsiien Tponon!

— OrHerpus, 3TO He TO, YTO Thl AyMaellb! — B3BOMHOBaHHO 3arosopun Jonroxsoct. — [a, s
Obin Bo3ne Mpemswen Tponbl, HO, KNAHYCb, 9 Aa)ke BnmM3ko He noaxoaun K nnemeHn TeHen. A
xoaun Kk 3menHon opke.

— K 3menHon lNopke? 3auem?! — HepgoBepunBo cripocun OrHerpms.

— Tam naxno 3Besgouanom, — oteeTun JonroxsocT. — [1Ba unu Tpu pasa s 4ysan Tam ero
3anax!

— W Huyero He pacckasan mHe?! — oweTnHuncs ot 3noctu OrHerpme. — KoT 13 vy»oro
nnemeHn — ybuiua u npegatens! — pasrynuBaeT Nno Halen TeppuTopum, a Tbl MOMYULLb!

— 4... a gyman, — 3anenetan JonroxsocT.

— 4 3Hato, yTO Thl AymMan! — 3aabIxascb OT rHeBa, npowwunen OrHerpus. — Tbl AymMarn, 370 Xe
3eesgouan! OH MoXeT genatb Bce, YTo eMy B3gymaetcs! He nru mHe, JonroxsocT! Bl ¢
YacToKonom Apy>Xunm ¢ HUM, Kkorga oH 6bin rmawaraem [po3oBoro nnemeHun, 1 Bbl 06a 4o cux
nop ocrtaeTech BepHbl emy! A He 3Halo, KTO U3 Bac ABOMX pacckasan 3sesgouany 0 TOM, YTo
cnyyunock ¢ beicTponanom n besnukon, HO He COMHEBaKOCb, YTO 3TO caenanu Bbl!

— 3710 BCce YacTokon! — 3asonun [JonroxeocrT, Lapanasa KortraMm Cyxyr 3eMriio.

— Bbl no3sonunu npegarento nepeq scem COBETOM OTKPbITO 06BUHUTL CuHIOK0 3BE3ny B
HeBPEXXHOM OTHOLLUEHUN K MONOAHSKY! — cypoBo obnuyan ero OrHerpmB. — 3HaAYUT, Bbl BNOMHE
MO NOMOYb eMY YKpacTb U3 narepsa ABoux opyxeHocues. OTBeyan, npasay s rosopto?! Bbl
CroBOPUUCH MOXUTUTb KOTAT?!

— Hert! Her, 4to Tbl Takoe roBopuilb! — B yxxace nonstunca [JonroxsocT. — A HMYero o6 aTom
He 3Hato! YacTokon YacTo BCTpeyaeTcsa co 3B8e3goLanoM y rpaHuubl Boane pemstiern Tponbl,
HO HUKOrAda He pacckasblBaeT MHe, O YeM OHU TaM pasroBapusatoT! CKonbko pas s cnpaiumsan,
HO OH BCe OoTManumBaetcs! — C NNOX0o CKpbITON 06maon ckasan oH. — Ho To, 4To A xo4y
pacckasaTtb Tebe, He MMEEeT HMKaKoro OTHoOLWEeHUs K koTaTam! A nowen k 3menHon MNopke, 4ToObI
y3HaTb, 3a4eM Tyaa HaBedbiBaeTca 3ee3gouan. Cnywan, 9 ysuaen Tam Koe-4To, HO Tbl JOMKEH
yBUAETb 3TO CBOMMU rnasamu!

— YK HE XO4eLlb M Thl, YTOObI 51 nowen ¢ Tobon kK 3menHomn opke?! — Bpbi3xa CNHOHON,
3awmnen Ha Hero OrHerpmB. — W 3TO nocrne Toro, Kak Tbl cam Npu3Harn, YTo NpoaosiKaellb

BuaeTbes co 3se3gouanom?! la Tel, BUOHO, cnaTun!

— Ho, nocnywan, OrHerpums...



— Bamonun! — 3aopan OrHerpue, Bce 6onblue 1 6onblue pacnansscs. — Bbl ¢ YacTtokonom
Bcerga 6binun npucnewHnkammn 3sesgouana! C kakon ctath s 4OMKeH BepuTb Tebe Ha aToT
pa3?!

OH noBepHyrnca n, noMaxmeaga XBOCTOM, notuen npods. OH He coMHeBaricd, 4To [onroxeBocT ¢
YacTokonom pelumnu samaHuTb ero B NIOBYLLKY, Bpode Ton, KoTopyto 3Be3gouan nogctpoun
ogHaxabl CuHen 3Be3ge Boane Mpemswen Tponbl. Ecnu 6bl y HEro xBaTuno rnynocTn NOWTU ¢
[onroxsoctom. kK 3menHon opke, OH HMKOrga He BepHyIcst Obl obpaTtHo!

JTanbl camu NPUHECITN ero Ha NONAHKY uennTtenbHULbl. Ctouno eMy TOJbKO Bbl6paTbCﬂ n3
NanopoTHUKOB, KakK Menenuua TYT Xe BbICyHYyIa ronoBy 13 CBOEM neLwepkun.

— Heyxenwn cam OrHerpus noxanosan? Kakvmu cyab6ammn? OrHerpve oCTaHOBUICS U rNy6GOKO
B3[OXHYI1, NbITasiCb CNpPaBUTLCS CO CBOEW 3nobown. MNenenvua npurnsgenacs K Hemy
BHUMAaTENbHEW, BbICKOYMNA M3 NeLLepbl U Npuxanachb cepbiM 604KOM K ero BOokKy.

— Ycnokowica, OrHerpu. YTto Tebsa Tak pa3o3nuno, npusHaBanca?

— OT10T Npepatens... — OrHerpmMes MaxHyrn XBOCTOM B CTOPOHY NOSMSHbI. — £ roBOPHO O
[onroxsocTe! A yBepeH, OHM ¢ HaCTOKONOM YTO-TO 3aMbILUSIAOT NPOTMB HaLlero nnemeHu!

— C vero Tbl B3an? — npuwypunace lNenenvua.

— J[lonroxBOCT TOMbKO YTO XOTEN BbIMaHUTL MeHS kK 3meunHon Mopke! Ckasan, 4to obHapy»xun
TaMm 3anax 3ees3gouana. Hawen rnynua! A cpasy noHAM, YTO OHW NPUFOTOBUNU MHE FOBYLLIKY!

Fony6b|e rnasa Nenenuupbl NOTEMHENN OT FHEBA, W, KOraa oHa 3arosopwuna, OFHerVIB naxe
onewun oT HeOXXNOaHHOCTW.

— OrHerpus! Tbl He 3aMe4vaeLlb, YTO roBOpULLIL COBCEM Kak CuHssa 3sesna?

OrHerpumB OLWETMHWIICS U OTKPbIS POT, YTOObI NOCTABUTb LIENUTENbHULY Ha MECTO, HO HE CMOT
BbIMOMNBUTL HU cnoBa. YTo oHa xoyeT ckasatb? OH coBceM He Noxox Ha CuHio 3Be3ny,
KOoTOpasi noMeLlanacb Ha CBOMX CTpaxax 1 Bbuna cebe B ronosy, YTO BCE KOThbl B MIEMEHM
nbiTatoTcs npeaatb ee! Passe oH Takon?! OH onycTun B3AbIGNEHHYIO WEePCTb U 3agyMarcs.

— lMoaymawn cam, OrHerpms! — npogomnkana Nenenvua. — Ecnu 661 lonroxBocT croBopuncs
co 3Be3gouanom u pewnn 3amaHuTb Tebsi B NTOBYLLKY, pa3Be OH ckasan bbl Tebe, uTo
o6Hapyxun Tam 3anax 6biBLwero rnawaran? Passe npusHanca Obl B TOM, 4TO BCTpeyancs ¢
HUM? OH, KOHEYHO, HE OYEHb YMEH, HO 3TO YXX CrMLLKOM!

— MNoxanyn... Kaxetcs, Tbl npaa! — npowentan OrHerpus.



— Torga noyemy 6bl Tebe He NOMTU U He paccnpocuTb ero? — npeanoxuna MNenenvua u, BUAA,
4YTO OH konebneTtcs, gobasuna: — A 3Hato, [lonroxeocT ¢ YacTokonom Obinn Apy3bsiMn
3Bes3gouana, Ho [lonroxBoCT HU pa3y He Aasan Tebe NoBoga YCOMHUTLCSA B CBOEW
npegaHHocTu! [laxke ecnm KTO-TO CKITOHSAET ero npeaaTtb CBOE NiieMs, Tbl NOMOXeLLb eMy
YCTOATb, €CNN C yBaXXEHMEM BbICNyLUAELb €ro pacckas, a He byaelub 6pocatbca 06BUHEHNSIMM!
CKonbko MOXHO NoMuHaTh [LonroxBocTty Obinyto apyx6y ¢ Korrem! Heyxxenu Tbl He BUAULLb, YTO
CBOMM MOBeJeHNeM caM Tonkaellb ero B nansl 3sesgouana?!

— Tbl npaBa, — Tsbkerno B3goxHyn OrHerpus. — NpocTu MeHq, MNenenuua. MHe Tak CTbIgHO. ..
Menenuua nNuwb TMXOHLKO 3aMyprbiKana u fackoBo NoTeprnacb HOCOM O €ro HoC.

— Wan v norosopwu ¢ [JonroxsoctoM. A Toxe nonagy ¢ Tobon.

OrHerpuvB BbICKOYMI Ha NONSHY 1 ornsagenca B nonckax [Jonroxsocrta. Xonogok npobexan no
€ro CnuHe Npu MbICIN O TOM, YTO OCKOPOMEHHbI BOMH MOT OTNPaBUTLCS B JIEC HA MOUCKK
3Besgouana, Ho B criefytoLnin Mur oH 3ameTun [JonroxsocTta y Bxofa B neLlepy BOUHOB.
CBeTno-cepbit BOMH CKNOHUICA Hag nexawmum bypaHom n 4To-To ropsidio BTOSKOBbLIBAI EMY.
— Tbl gormkeH BoicnywaTtb MeHsi, BypaH! — ycnbiwan OrHerpus, korga oHu ¢ MNenenuuen
npnbnuaunnuce Kk nanatke. B ronoce BonHa cnbiwancsa HacToawmn ctpax. — OrHerpme gymaer,

YTO S NpeaaTenb, U He XO4ET UMETb CO MHOWN HUKakmx gen!

— A Ha 4TO Thbl paccunTbIBar, Korga Takom BCTpevarncs co 3se3goLanom 1 nepeaasan emy
BCE€ HalLW HOBOCTU? — CypOBO crnipocun bypaH.

— 3JT10 genan He 5, a Yactokon! — B3opBancs [JonroxesoctT.

— XopoLuo, octaBuM 3T0! — oTMaxHyncsa bypaH, AaBas NOHATb, YTO He XKenaeT CnopuUTb No
nyctskam. — B yem geno?

— Bosne 3meunHon Mopkm xumByT cobakm! — cTyda 3ybGamum OT cTpaxa, Bbinanun JonroxsocT.

— Tbl x Bugen? — kuHyncsa snepeq OrHerpme. O6a BOMHA M3YMNEHHO MOAHSN FONoBkI,
rnsas, Kak oH 6eXnT K HUM B COMPOBOXAEHNN NpuxpaMbiBatoLLen Nenenuubl.

— Heyxenu Tbl BCe-Taku peLunn MeHs BbicnyLuatb? — ockanuncs [onroxsoct. — He Gouwubces,
YTO A1 MOMbITaOCh NpUAyMaTh Anst Tedsi Kakyto-HUOYAb HOBYHO NOBYLLKY?!

— MNpoctn mend, — notynuncsa OrHerpus. — Noxanyncrta, pacckaxu MHe 0 cobake.

— O cobakax, OrHerpms! — kpukHyn [JonroxsocT. — Tam nocenunack uenas csopa cobak! —
KpoBb 3acTtbina B xunax OrHerpmea, koraa OH ycrbilwan CrioBO «CBOpay, HO OH 3acTaBus cebs



npomMmonyatb. — A yxxe roBopun Tebe, 4to obHapyxun y 3menHon MNopkn 3anax 3sesgouana. A
... S pewwun, 4To JOSKeH npeaynpeanTb ero o6 onacHocTu. Kpome Toro, MHe Obifio MHTepecHo,
3a4eM OH TaK Janeko 3axXOAuT Ha Hally Tepputopuio. BoT s 1 BbIACHUN! — COQPOrHyncs OH.

— MNpopormkan! — Benen OrHerpus. Tenepb OH BUAEN, YTO €4Ba He COBEPLUNN YyOAOBULLIHYIO
oLmnbKy, OTKasaBLUMCh BbicnywaTb [JonroxeocTa.

— 3Haelwb newepbl? — cnpocun JonroxBocT. — A kak pa3 Noaxoaun K HUM, Koraa yBuaen
3Be3gouana, Ho OH MeHsi He 3ameTun. OH Tawmn 4OXN0ro KPoruka, No3ToMy S cHavana
nogymarn, 6yaTo OH XoAWUT Tyaa OXOTUTLCS, HO OH BPOCKI KPomnuKa Ha 3eMro nepes caMmbim
BXOZAOM B newiepy. — [lonroxBocT 3amonyarn 1 yCTpeMur NosHbIi yxaca B3op Kyaa-To Baarnb,
OyaTo BMAEN YTOo-TO, CKPbITOE OT rna3 ToBapuLLEN.

— A notom? — cnpocun bypaH.

— A noTom n3 newlepbl NOKasanochk... 370... 3To cywecTBo! KnsiHyCb, S B XXM3HW He BUAEnN
Takow orpomHon cobaku! Mo cpaBHEHMIO C HEM NECUKN, KOTOPbIE YNSAT ¢ [IByHOrMMA, NPOCTO
Xankue kponuku! OHa ncnonuHckas! A ysugen TonbKo nepegHve nansl 1 ronosy... O, Benvkoe
3Be3gHoe nnems, a 3ybbl! YynoBuLLHbIE YENOCTH, @ B HUX Takme 3yOuLLm, 4To NpocTo cMepTh!
— [onroxsocCT 3aTpsccs NPy OAHOM BOCMOMUHAHUM O NEPEXMTOM Yxace.

— OHa cxBaTuna Kponuka n yBonokna ero B CBOH neLepy, — npogorkan oH. — W TyT U3HyTpu
nocnblWwancg nam n xXyTkun son. MHe nokasanochk, TaMm Ux Lernas ceopa, U BCe OHU
HabPOCKNCL Ha 3TOrO HECHACTHOIO KPonuka. A NOYTU HUYEro HE NOHAN U3 TOro, YTO OHU
Kpu4anu, Ho pa3obpan crioBa «CBopa, cBopa» U «yben, yoeny.

Bot Tenepb OrHerp1B NOHAM, YTO Takoe HaACTOALWMA cTpaxX. EMy noka3anock, YTO OH HEe MOXET
Jaxe nanou LWeBesbHYTb.

— 370 cnoBa 13 MOero cHa, — TMUXO cKasara 3a ero cnuHon Nenenuua.

— VimeHHo 310 nosTOpsana B 6peay beanukas, — ene wesensa oHemeBLWMMY ryb6amu, BbiaaBusn
OrHerpuB. Tenepb OH 3Has, YTO 3a y>KacHble TBapy Hananm Ha opyXeHocLeB Bo3ne 3MenHom
lMopkn. OH BCNoMHMI, 4TO 3Be3aHoe nnems npegynpexgano CuHow 3Be3ay 0 «CBope».
HonroxsocT 06HapyXunn nognMHHOE NULO 3na, KOTOPoe NPUTanNoCh B Niecy 1 NpeBpaTuo
KoTOB B Jo6bIvy. Mim yrpoxxana He cobaka, ybexasLuas ot cBoero [1ByHOroro, a uenasi ceopa
OrPOMHbIX, cBMpEnbIX NcoB. OrHerpmB He MOr NPeACTaBnUTb, OTKYAA OHW MPULLAN, HO 3Han, YTO
3Be3gHoe nnems HUKoraa He nocnano 6bl v 6eay, rpo3ALLy0 YHUYTOXNUTL BCE XMBOE B JECY.
— Tak Tbl roBopuLLb, 3Be30Lan KopMun aTuxX NCoB? — cnpocun oH Jonroxsocta. — Ho
3a4em?!

— # He 3Hato, — nokayan rornoeoi BovH. — OH Bpocun Kponuka, a cam BCNpbIrHy Ha ckary.
[lymato, ncbl ero n He 3ametunu. OH goxaancs, noka cobaku yrawat 4obblvy B newepy, a



3aTeMm yLiern.
— Tbl ¢ HUM Jaxe He pasroBapuBan?

— Her, OrHerpus! OH He 3HaeT, 4To A ero Buaen! KnsHycb Tebe Bcem, 4em xoyellb —
3Be3gHbIM NIIEMEHEM, XMN3Hb0 CrHen 3Be3abl — S HE MOry Aaxke NpeanonoXuTb, YTo 3aTtesn
3Be3gouan!

OrHerpuB noBepwn ero KNATBe, a ewe bonblle — cTpaxy, 3By4aBLleMy B rorioce [JonroxsocTa.
OH oxwuaan, 4yTo 3Besgouan npeanpyMMET MOMbITKY BbIKPACTb KOTAT, HO TOT, BUAMMO, Npuayman
Gonee xuTpbIn NNaH.

Kak oH Mor xoTb Ha Mur nogymaTtb, OyATo NpeaBoanTens nneMeHn TeHen 3abyaet
ockopbreHne, HaHeceHHoe emy B [(po3oBom nnemeHn?! Bee aT1o Bpemsi eMy cnegosano GbiTb
Ha4yeKy M XaaTb HOBbIX KO3HEN OT BEPONTIOMHOro BonHa! OrHerpus He COMHeBarncs, 4YTo
3Bes3gouan UMeeT Kakoe-TO OTHOLLEHUE K «CBOpEy», NOCENUBLLENCS B FIECY, XOTS HEe MOr Mnoka
poragatbesi, 3a4eM ObIBLUNIA rnalatan KOpMUT NCOB U Kak cOBMpaeTcst X MCMONb30BaTb.

— YTo ckaxellb? — cnpocun oH bypaHa.

— ﬂymaro, HaM HYXXHO npoBeCTn pa3BeaKy, — Mpa4yHO CKasan Genbin BOMH. — W ellie MHe
MHTEepPEeCHO, 4YTO 3HaeT o060 Bcem aTtom YacTokon.

— MHe Toxe! — nogxeatun OrHerpus. — Ho noka s He cobupatroch ero cnpawmeartb. Ecnm oH
KaK-TO cBA3aH CO 3Be30LarnoM, OH BCe paBHO HE pacCKaXeT Ham HY crnosa npasbl! —
OrHerpuB cypoBo nocmoTtpen Ha [onroxsocta n gobasun: — He B3gyman pacckasaTb emy O
TOM, YTO y3Han, cnbiwmnwb? M BooGLLEe, AEPXMCb OT HEero noganbsiue!

— A... Obewato, OrHerpus! — Bbinanun nepenyraHHbIN BOVH.

— lMNpexae Bcero, HaM HY>XHO BbISICHUTb, paan Yero 3sesgouan, PUCKYs XXU3HbIO, HOCUT efly
cobakam, — npogormkan bypaH. — Ecnn xo4yelwb noBectn naTpynb kK 3menHom 'opke, 8 nongy ¢
To60M1, OrHerpus. OrHerpue 3anpoKMHyIn rofioBy 1 nornsgen B He6o.

— CerogHs y>xe no3gHo, — peLwmn oH. — Noka mbl Tyaa gobepemMcsi, COBCEM CTEMHEET.

Mongem 3aBTpa Ha pacceeTe. KnaHycb, 9 He noXKaneto XXU3HN, HO BbIACHIO, YTO 3aaymarn
3Be3gouan!

Masa XXIV



OrHerpuB Bbines n3 neLepsl 1 nomeanun y nopora, rmsaas Ha MNecyanyto bypto, koTopas
AenoBUTO noeana Kakyo-To Andb BO3ne KpanvBHbIX 3apocnen. OH yxe otobpan HeCKOmbKUX
BOMHOB And noxoaa k 3meunHomn ['opke, HO Tak HMU4Yero u He ckasan NecyaHon bype. Camble
pasHble YyBCTBA TECHUNUCH B ero aywe. OrHerpms 6oancs puckoBaThb XM3Hbto [ecyaHon Bypu
— 1 B TO € BpPeMs CXo4us € yMa Npu MbICMK, YTO OHa OTKaXKeTCHA MOUTU C HUM, OH XOTen
ybepeyb ee — 1 He MOT NpeacTaBnTb, Kak nonget 6e3 Hee.

Habpas B nerkve nobonblue Bo3ayxa, OrHerpms nogoLlen K KycTy Kpanusbl U OCTAHOBUICH
Bo3ne NecyaHon Bypu. Ta CNOKOMHO OTKyCKMna Kycok OT CcBOeW 6enkn 1 nogHsna ronosy.

— OrHerpuB? Yero tebe Hano? OrHerpmB KOPOTKO nepeaan en pacckas [Jonroxsocra.

— A Xouy, YTOObI Thl MOLISIA C HAMKU, — nonpocui OH. — Tol 6bICTp0HOFaF| n xpa6pa;|, Tbl HY>KHaA
nnemeHun. Koweyka nogHana ronoBy 1 npuctanbHO NOCMOTpPENa Ha Hero CBOMMKM CBETJ1bIMU
3€J1IEHbIMU TMa3aMu.

— Tbl Hy>kHa MHe! — Bbinanun OrHerpme, 604Ck, 4TO OHa oTkaxeTcsl. — Pagm CuHen 3Besabl,
pagun Hawero niemeHun! A 3Hato, Mexagy Hamu Bce CcTano no-apyromy ¢ Tex rnop, Kak s
ocTtaHoBun 6uTBy ¢ nnemeHem Betpa! Ho s Bepio B Tebs. [lyman 060 MHe BCe, YTO YrogHo,
TOMbKO MOMAN CO MHOW paan crnaceHus Hawero nnemeHu!

lMecuaHasa bypst megneHHo KMBHyMa. [Masa ee noTennenu, n KpoLeYHbli OFOHEK Haaexab!
3atennunc4a B aywe OrHerpusa.

— 41 3Hato, noveMy Thbl He XOTeN cpaxaTbCa ¢ nremeHem BeTtpa, — HerpoMko Hayana oHa. —
YecTHO ckasaTb, S U Torga noHMMana TBow npaBoTy. Ho meHs rmy6oko obmngeno 1o, 4To Thl
JencTeBoBan TankoMm, 3a cnuHon y CuHen 3Besabl, He NOCTaBMB B M3BECTHOCTb HUKOIO U3 Hac...

— A noHumato, Ho...

— Ho 1l rnawaran, OrHerpue, — nepebuna ero MNecyanas bypsa n nogHana nanky, npu3biBas
ero K Mon4yaHuio. — Tbl Hecellb OTBETCTBEHHOCTb, TSXKECTb KOTOPOW He BCe Aaxe
npeacTaBnaloT. A BUXKY, KakK Tbl paspblBaellbCs Mexay BepHoCcTbio CuHen 3Besae n BEpHOCTbIO
cBoeMy nnemeHn. — lNecyaHasa bypsa nomonyana, noTom BcTana u HexoTsa gobasuna: — A
TOXE pa3pblBaloCh, rMallaTan. Bce aTo BpeMs s paspbiBanacb Mexay BepHOCTbIO BOUHCKOMY
3aKOHYy M npegaHHocTblo Tebe, OrHerpus!

OrHerpuB He cpasy Hawencsi, 4To oTBeTUTb. OH NPOCTO BbLITAHYS LWeto, npwxancs nbom Kk 6oky
MecyaHon bBypu n egBa He 3a40XHYNCS OT CHACTbs, KOrA4a OHa He OoTCTpaHunack. NecyaHas



Eprl noaHAmna rmaasa, u OFHerI/IBy noKasarnocb, 6y,EI,TO OH TOHET B UX 3eneHomn FJ'Iy6VIHe.

— lMpoctn meHs, Mecyanas bByps, s HUKorga He xoTen NpUYNHUTL Tebe 6onb! — ronoc ero
copBarncs, 1 oH nNpowenTan ogHuMu rybamm: — A nobnto Tebs!

masa NMecyaHon Bypu BCNbIXHYN.

— A Toxke nobnto Tebs, OrHerpus, — npowenTana oHa. — BoT nodemy s Tak obugenace, korga
Tbl nonpocun CuHioto 3Be3ay otaath PbbknHKy Ha BocnutaHne Bypomy. A pewwmna, 4To Thbl He
yBa)kaelllb MEeHS.

— A noctynun, Kak nocnegHun gypak! — gpoxawmmm rydéamm nponenetan OrHerpme. — Cam
He MNoHUMalo, KakK s Mor Tak obuaeTtb Tebs! NecyaHaa byps 3aypyana n notepnacb HOCOM O ero
HOC.

— £ xouy, 4TobbI Thl BCerga Gbina psagomMm co MHOM, — npowenTtan OrHerpms B ee Tennyto
wepcTb. Bnepsble cyacTbe GbINO COBCEM PAAOM — HYXXHO TONbKO OCTaTbCs 34eChb U CTOATh,
3apbIBLLUMCb NMNLOM B pbbkuin 60k MNMecyaHon Bypu.

Ho OrHerpuB 3Har, 4YTo 3T0 HEBO3MOXHO.

— [MecyaHnas bypsi, — ckasan oH, nogHMMas ronosy. — £ 3Hato, ¢ YeM HaM NpeacTonT
cpasnTbCs.

Bce okasanocb ropasgo crpallHee, YeM s aymarn. A He Mory npvkasatb Tebe UATH, HO S O4eHb
Xouy, 4ToObI Thl Gbina psgom! MecyaHas Byps 3aypyana Tak rpOMKo, YTO BCe TENO ee 3aryaerno.

— PasymeeTcs, g nongy ¢ Tobon. A Tbl Kak gymari, riynbii LWEPCTAHOW KOMOK?

Ha Houb OrHerpme octaBmn narepb nog yaBOEHHOW OXpaHoR, a caM ynercs 6ogpcTBoBaTth B
ueHTpe nonsiHbl. OH nexan, NpUCcnyLWMBasiCb K 3aBbIBaHWIO BETPA B BEPXYLUKAX AEPEBLEB, U
TpeBora BCe CurbHee oBriagesana ero gywon. EmMy 4yannocsk, 4To BeTep JOHOCUT A0 HEro
ronoc NecTponucTomn, kKoTopas CHOBa U CHOBa NPeAynpeXxaaeT ero 0 He CNsiLeM BOMHE — O
3Besgouane, o cobakax unu ob6o Bcex cpasy. Bpar npurotouncst o0pyLLMTb Ha HUX CBOKO
APOCTb — U cnaceHusi He byaeT. OrHerpMB He COMHEBArICS, YTO CreayoLWmi eHb CTaHeT AHEM
rmbenu ero nnemMeHu.

OH nocmoTpen Ha fnyHy, ene 3aMeTHO NpeBpaLlatoLLytocst B Mecsil, U Bapyr yeuaen Menenuuy.
LlenMTenbHuLa BbilWa CO CTOPOHbI CBOEN NONsiHbI U MeAreHHO Npubnuamnachk K Hemy.

— Ecnun xouewsb noBecTu 3aBTanJHVII7I naTpynb, Tebe HYXXHO XOTb HEMHOIO NocnaTtb, —
ckasana oHa. — Tbl JOMKeH ObITb CUMBbHBIM.



— {1 3Hato, — B3goxHyn OrHerpme. — Ho 9 Bce paBHO He cMory YCHYTb. — OH CHOBa MOAHAN
rornioBy n Hawen B Hebe ceepkatoLyto Tpony CepebpsiHoro MNosica. — Tam, HaBepxy, Bce
BbIrNAANT Taknm 6eamaTexHbiM! A 3aech. ..

— [a, — oTtBetuna Menenuua. — A 4yBCTBYIO, Kak 3110 HabupaeT cuny. Becb nec noyepHen, u
3Be3gHoe Nnemsi He MOXET NPUATU HaM Ha NomoLLb. Mbl ogHK, OrHerpms.

— Tak Tbl He gymaellb, YTO 3Be3gHOE NremMs nocnano cBopy, YTobbl NokapaTbk Hac? —
cnpocun OrHerpuB. «Beap Tak cuntaet CuHasa 3sesgal» — nogymarn oH npo cebs.

lMenenuua cnokonHoO BblAepixana ero B3rman, n rmasa ee BCrbIXHYITN OTpa*XeHHbIM JTYHHbIM
CBETOM.

— Her, OrHerpus, s1 Tak He gymato, — OHa HaKMOHMNAach U JIErOHbKO KOCHYNacb Nogbopoakom
ero wekn. — Tbl He oauH, mawartan. A ¢ Tobon. N Bce nnemsa Toxe. OrHerpmBy o4eHb
XOoTenock B 310 BepuTb. OH 3Har, YTO TONbKO €AMHCTBO M CMIOYEHHOCTb MOIYT CNacTu UX OT
cTpalwHon 6eabl. BouHbl [po3oBoro nnemeHn nogaepany CBoero rnaiuartas B
HecocCTosiBLUENCS BMUTBE, HO 3aXOTAT S OHM ObITb C HAM PSiAOM B CXBaTKe CO CBOPOM?

Momonyasg, MNenenuua cnpocuna:
— Y70 TbI ckazan CuHen 3Be3ne?

— Hwuyero, — otBeTnn OrHerpuB. — W He Byay HUYEro roBopuTb, NoKa Mbl HE y3HAEM, YTO Tam
Takoe. 3a4eM nonycTy TpeBoXuTb ee? OHa BCe paBHO HUYETO HE CMOXET cAenaTh, Y Hee yxe
He ocTanochb cur.

Menenuua KMBHyNa 1 Monya ynernacb psigoM. Tak OHU cuaenu o Tex nop, noka nyHa He
Hayana onyckaTtbcs. Torga MNenenvua NnogHsNa ronoey U ckasana:

— OrHerpue, s, UenuTenbHULA NeMeHu, npukasbiBato Tebe oTAoxHYTb. OT TOro, YTO Cry4nTCS
YyTPOM, 3aBUCUT cyabba W 13Hb BCETO NIeMeHu, No3TOMY Ham ByayT HY>XHbl CUMbHbIE BOUHbI.

OrHerpuB BbIHY»XaeH 6bin cornacutbcs. OH nuaHyn MNenenuuy B yxo, nogHsncs, gobpen go
newepbl U CBEPHYICSA B CBOEM rHe3apbIlwKke psigoMm ¢ MNecyaHon bypen. Ho coH ero 6bin taxen, a
CHOBMAEHWSI TPEBOXHBI. B Kakon-To Mur emy novyamnock, 0yato OH BUOUT NpubnmkaroLyocs
MecTponucTyto, 1 cepaue ero 3atpenertano oT pagoCcTh, HO LenuTenbHuua Bapyr obepHynach
OrpomMHom cobakomn ¢ rmyboknmm npoBanamm rna3 u orpoMHONM NacTblo, M3BEpratoLen nnams.
OrHerpuvB NpOCHyICsA, BECb ApoXa, 1 yBuaen, 4to Hebo cepeeTt B NpubnmkeHnun pacceeTa.
«BoamoxHo, 310 ByaeT nocrneaHunin paccBeT B MOEW XU3HN, — nogymarn oH. — CMepTb XaeT
MeHs 'y 3MenHon FopKuy».

MoaHse ronoesy, OH yBuaen, 4to MNecuaHas Eyp;l cnagnT paaom mn mondya CMOTPUT Ha HETO.



JTio6oBb, cBeTsAWanca B ee rmasax, npuaana emy cun. OrHerpus cen n HEeXXHO NU3HYN noapyry.
— lMopa, — ckaszan oH.

Pe3ko nogHABLIMCH, OH pa3byaunn BOMHOB, KOTOPbIX €Lle C Bevepa Bbibpan Ans noxoaa K
3meunHon Nopke. BenoxBocT NTULEN BbIMOPXHYS U3 CBOErO rHe3fa M OCTaHOBUIICH, yrpoXatoLle
nomaxusasi XBOCTOM. B1aHoO ObIio, YTO OH MNOMOH PELLUMMOCTU BCTPETUTBLCH C TEMU, KTO

nckanednn besnukyio.

YepHobypka, crsiLias Bo3ne CBOero NpMemMHoro cbiHa, Bctana v nposoauna benoxsocrta o
BbIXO4a M3 neLuepsl.

— [a npebynet c Tobon 3Be3gHoe Nnems, — HanyTCTBOBarna oHa, CTPSIXMBas NyLUMHKN MXa C
ero 6enocHexxHom wy6bkn. BenoxBoCcT NOTEpPCs LEKON O ee LLEKY.

— He TpeBoXbCs, MaMa, — cKasarn OH, — A BCe pacckaxy Tebe, koraa BepHyCb.

Orxerpus pa3bygun BypaHa 1 nogowen k KpyToboky, consilemMy Ha Kyde NUIioBoro Bepecka.
Moxnonas ceporo BOMHa nanown, OH TUXO cKasarn:

— BcraBan!

KpyTobok oTKpbIn rnasa u ycencs.

— Kak B 0obpble cTapbie BpeMeHa! — npobopMoTan OH, NbiTascb npuodoaputbes. — Thl Aa A,
n cHoBa Bnepeamn onacHocTb! — OH 60gHyn OrHerpmea néom B nneyo. — Cnacunbo, 4to
Gepelwb MeHsi ¢ cobown, OrHerpus. A ymmpatro co cTpaxy, Ho obelyato, 4To He nogseay po3oBoe
nnems!

OrHerpuB gpyxecku TonkHyn ero B 6ok 1 nowen 6yante Jonroxsocta. CBeTno-cepbii BOMH
BECb ApoXan, korga Boibupancsa n3 cBoero rHesaa, Ho B rnasax ero ropena MpadHas
pPeLwnmocTb.

— A pokaxy, 4To AOCTOMH TBOEro AoBepus! — HerpoMKo ckasar OH.

OrHerpuB CMYLLIEHHO KMBHYI, eMy Bce elle 6blno HEBLIHOCUMO CThIQHO 3a TO, KaK OH BYepa
obollencs ¢ [JonroxsocTtom.

— Tbl Hy>XeH cBOeMy nnemeHu, [1onroxBocT, — TBePAO ckasan oH. — Tbl Hy)KEH HaM ropasao
Gonblue, Yyem 3Be3gouany u Yactokony, MoOXeLlb MHe NOBEPUT!

[onroxsocT npocuan n ecnen 3a OI'HeI'pVIBOM n octalibHbIM BOMHAaMW BbICKOYWUIT U3 NanaTku.
HaCKOpO nepeKkycuB B 3apOCndX KpanunBbl, BOUHbI c06pan|/|0b BOKPYT OFHerMBa, N OH KOPOTKO



noBTOpWUN UM pacckas [JornroxesocrTa.

— Mbl ngem Ha pasBegky, — npegynpeavn oH. — Mbl He cMOXeM NpuaymaTb, Kak n3baBuTbCA
OT 3TOM HanacTu, Noka He Y3HaeM TOYHO, YTO 3a NIMXO0 Tam nocenunock. Mel He Bygem HanagaTb
Ha HUKX, NO KpanHen mepe, cenyac. Tbl XOPOLLO MeHs NoHAN, benoxeocT?

BenoxBocT oTBETMN eMy ucnenendarowmm B3rndaaom, Ho npomornyar.

— Tbl HUKYOA He nongelb, benoxsocT, ecnu He noobellaellb, Y4To Byaelb 6ecnpekocnoBHO
NOBMHOBATLCA MOUM MpUKa3aMm.

— JlagHo, nagHo! — ¢ gocagon MaxHysm XBOCTOM MOMo4oM BOMH. — $ Xo4vy nopBaTb UX BCEX B
Knouybsi, HO Byay cnywartbces, obelyato.

— Bot 1 xopowo, — OrHerpue 06Ben rmasamm octanbHbIX. — EcTb Bonpock!?
— Yt0, ecnu Mbl cTonkHeMca co 3Besgouanom? — cnpocuna MNecyaHas Byps.

— C BpaxeckvM KOTOM Ha CBOeW TEpPUTOPMN? — Npoueamnn ckBo3b 3y6bl OrHerpns. — Bbl
“MeeTe NofHOe NpaBo HanacTb Ha Hero! BenoxBocT AOBOMBHO 3aMyprbikar.

3akoHuuB ¢ egon, OrHerpuyB BbIBEN CBOW OTPSA M3 Narepsi U Hadan B3dmparbcs BBEPX MO
CKIOHY xonmMa. ConHue novTn NogHANoch, HO Hebo Bee ewle GbIno 3aTAHYTO Tyvamu, u nec
CTOSIMN, OKyTaHHbIN CympakoM. Henoganeky OT narepsi CUnbHO Naxno Kporukom, Ho OrHerpuvs
Aaxe ycoM He noBen. Y HUX He 6blfo BpEMEHN OXOTUTLCS.

BowuHbl uenoukon 6exxanu Bcnen 3a OrHerpmBoM, a bypaH 3ambikan npoueccuto. Pacckas
[onroxeocTa NuLb yCUNun oLyLLeHne NPUTanBLIENCS B NIeCY ONAaCHOCTU, MO3TOMY LLEPCTb Ha
xpebTe Y OrHerpua xoguna XxogyHoOM B OXXnAaHuM BHE3AMNHOro HanageHus.

Ho go camon 3meunHou Mopku Bce 6bIn0 cnokonHo. OrHerpuB ToMnbKO Havan gymartb, Kak Obl
nonyuie nogobparbes K newiepam, kak Bapyr KpyTobok HacToOpoXun yLwm n Cnpocun:

— Y10 310? He goxmaasich oTBeTa, 30OPOBSK HbIPHY B 3apOCiN CYXOro NanopoTHUKA, K
BCKOpe OTTyAa nocrbilwancs ero Xpunneli, Herogytowmmn ronoc: — OrHerpus! Viou croga,
B3rnsiHm! OrHerpme nocrnegoBan 3a HAM U cpady YBUAEN MepTBOro Kponuka. Mopno 3sepbka
ObINI0 pa3opBaHo, a LWEpPCTb NepenayvykaHa NATHaMK 3aCOXLLEN KPOBU.

— CBopa cHoBa coBepLuuna yommnctso! — MpayvHo ckasan nogowleawnin JonroxeBocT.
— lMNoyemy xe Torga oHWM ero He Cbenu? — Pe3oHHO NonHTepecoBanack NecyaHasa byps,

0OHIOXMBasi OKOYEHEBLUYHO TYLKY. BHe3anHo oHa 3amepria, MOTOM CHOBa NpPUHIOXanacb. —
OrHerpus! 3aecb naxHeT nnemeHem TeHen!



OrHerpvB NPUOTKPbIS POT 1 OCTOPOXXHO MPOMNYCTUIT IECHON BO34YX CKBO3b YyBCTBUTEMbHbIE
enesbl Ha BepxHeM Hebe. MNecyaHas byps Obina npaea! 3TOT 3anax HKX C YeM Henb3s 6bINo
cnyTaTb!

— Kponwuka youn 3esesgouan! — npowenTtan oH. — Youn n 6pocun 3geck. Ho 3auem?

Buepa [lonroxsocT Buaen, kak 3se3goLan CKOpMui CBope Kponuka... A cerogHsa BClo JOpory 13
nareps ux npecnegosan CUbHbIN 3anax KponevaTuHb!! OrHerpus OTCTYNUIT OT JOXIOr0 3BepbKa
1 nogo3san k cebe BenoxsocTa.

— BosBpalyancs B narepb TOM Xe 4OPOrown, Kakor Mbl LK ctoda, — BbICTPO npukasan oH. —
Nwim poxnbix kponukoB. Ecnv Halaelwb XOTb OAHOrO, XOPOLUEHBKO OOHIOXal, HET NN BO3NE HEero
Opyrnx 3anaxos, a NOTOM BO3BpaLlancsa n gonoxm mHe. bypan! Tel nongells BMeCTe C HUM.

MpoBoamB rnasamm yxoasiimnx BovHoB, OrHerpus nosepHyncs k Kpytoboky.
— C1on 3gecb n oxpaHan nagans. lNecyaHas bByps, [onroxsoct! 3a mHoM!

C orpoMHOIN OCTOPOXHOCTbIO, TO U AeN0 OCTaHaBNMBasiCb, YTObbl NOHOXaTb BO3ayX, OrHerpms
nogbvpancs k 3menHon Nopke. He ycneny oHM NPOMTU N HECKONbKMX LLAroB, Kak 0GHapy»Xunm
ellle 0QHOro MepTBOro Kponuka, 6poLeHHOro Ha kKaMeHb Tak, YTo ero 6bIno BUAHO usganeka.
Ot naganu cHoBa naxno 3se3goLuanom.

Korga Tpoe koToB npubnusmnuck k newiepe, OrHerpve eLle nsganv 3aMeTun 4oXoro Kponvka,
BasIBLUEroCsl y camoro Bxoga B YepHblii npoBar. Bokpyr Bce 6bino TMxo. Hukakux cnenos
CBOpbI.

— l'ne e ncbl? — npobopmoTan OH.

— B neluepe, — otosBancs [onroxsocT. — Buyepa 3Be3noLian nonoxun Kponvka Ha To xe
MECTO, YTO U CETOAHS.

— Korga ncbl BbIE3yT, OHM Cpady YBUAAT 3TOr0 KPOnuka.... A moTOM y4dyloT 3anax Toro, 4To
NeXnT Ha KamHe, — BCNyx paccyxaan OrHerpus. — A nocre 3Toro HangyT Kposvka, KoToporo
ctopoxuT KpyTobok... — CTpaluHas goragka MofiHMen pasopearnach y HEro B rofioBe, 1 OH
efBa ycToan Ha nanax. — # 3Hato, 4To HanayT benoxesocTt ¢ bypaHom! 3Be3gouan octasun
ncam crneq, U cnepg aToT BeAET K Hawemy narepto!

[lonroxBoCT Kak NOAKOLLEHHbIN PyXHYr Ha 3emnto, a NecyaHaa byps B yxxace yctaBunach Ha
OrHerpuBa.

— Thbl X04ellb ckasaTb, OH PELLN HAaTPaBUTb Ha Hac Bcto ceopy?! OrHerpue ByaTo HasiBy



yBUaen, kak YyqoBULLHbIE NCbl, 06NMBAsCb roNoAHON CIOHOM, HECYTCS BHM3 MO CKIOHY XOnma,
C LLYMOM CMMHAIOT NanoOpOTHUKM U BPbIBAOTCS B MUPHO crALmMiA narepb. OH yxxe chblwarn, kak
LLLenKatoT UX ronofdHble YeroCTU, Kak B y)xace NUwat KoTsiTa, nornbasi nog ocTpbiMU Kiblikamm
4yy[oBULL, BMAEN, Kak Ncbl TpenstoT 6ecnoMolLHble Tena... [poxb npobexana no ero teny.

— Ha. Ckopee! Mbl OmKHbI YHUYTOXUTL crieq! [axe npukas 3Be3aHbIX NPEeAKOB HE 3acTaBusl
6b1 OrHerpuBa 3abpaTtb Kponuvka, 6poleHHoro nepeg Bxogom B newepy. OH nogobpan Toro, 4To
BansAncs Ha KaMHsIX, U MOHECCs K TOMy MecTy, rae octaBsun Kpytoboka. TyT OH Ha MrHOBEHME
pa3xan yentoctn, Benen KpyToboky TalmMTb BTOPOro Kponuka B fiarepb 1, CHoBa NoaxsaTus
CBOHO HoLy, noGexarn B o6paTHbIv NyThb.

KpyTo60oK yauBneHHO nowesenun cepbiMn ylwamm, HO NoBMHoBarcs. He ycnenv BowHbI
oT6exaTb Ha HECKOSBbKO NIMCbUX NPLIKKOB OT 3MenHOW MopKK, Kak yBUAENN OCTOPOXKHO
KpagyLimnxcsa um HascTpedy bypaHa ¢ benoxsocTom.

— Mol Hawnu ewle aByx kponukos! — nponbixten benoxesocT. — 1 06a BOHAOT NoraHbIm
3Be3gouanom!

— HemeanenHo 6ernte n nopgbepute nx! — npoxpunen OrHerpme n KOPOTKO pacckasarn um o
CBOMX MNOAO3pEHMAX. — HyXHO nockopee 6poCcuTb NX B pyden, YTOObl YHUUTOXUTL crieq)!

— Bce aT10 xopowo, — Haxmypurica bypaH. — KponmKoB-TO Mbl, KOHEYHO, YTOMUM, HO 4YTO
aenatb ¢ 3anaxom? — OrHerpus noxonogen. BugHo, oT cTpaxa OH COBCEM NOTepsin paccyaok!
Kponnuui 3anax 1 kannu KpoBuM BCE paBHO BbIBEAYT CBOPY K narepto pososoro nnemeHu!

— KponunkoB Bce paBHO HyXHO yopaTb! — ObICTPO peLumnn OH. — 3TO XOTb HEMHOIO 3a4epPXnUT
cobak. A mbl noka npegynpeanm nremsa. Hy)XHO yBeCTu BCcex 13 narepsi.

KoTbl 6pocunmck Yepes nec, NpUcnyLmnBasicb, He GEXUT NN 3a HAMKU pasbsipeHHas ceopa. YyTb
NN He Ha KaXxgoMm Liary um nonaganvcb MepTBble Kponuku. Beckope rx ctano Tak MHOro, Y4To
KOTbI y>K& He MOrnu Ux yHecTu. «MpoknsaTbii 3Be3gouan, BUAHO, OXOTUICS BCHO HOYb, YTOObI
CTONbKO NnorMaTb!» — ¢ HeHaBUCTbIO Nogyman OrHerpus.

— OcrtaBum ux 3gecb! — npegnoxwuna MNecyaHas Byps, korga oHn 6binn Henoganeky ot
poaHoro xonma. boka ee Tsaxeno B3gbIManucb, AblXaHWe ¢ XpUrnoMm BblpbiBanoch U3 rpyau, Ho
rnasa ropenu HemcToBbIM orHem, n OrHerpmue 3Han, YTo naneBas BouTeNnbHMUa byget 6exartb
00 Tex nop, NoKa y Hee OCTaHyTCH Cunbl. — ECnv ncbl HAWAYT Kydy efbl, OHWU OCTAHOBSATCS,
MoKa BCE HE COXPYT.

— 3710 MbIcnb! — 0g06pun OrHerpms.

— Jly4ywe 6bino 6bl 0OcTaBUTL egy Nobnmke K newlepe, — nokavan ronoson bypaH. —
B0o3MOXHO, TOrga OHWM HacbITATCA 1 BOOOLLE HE NOMAYT K narepto.



— BepHo! — B3goxHyn OrHerpmB. — Ho y Hac HeT BpeMeHu. KTo 3HaeT, MOXeET BbITb, OHUM yXe
Hananu Ha cnea. Jlyywe Ham ¢ HUMK He BcTpedaTtbes!

BypaH monua knBHyn. KOTbl CROXWNN KPONIMKOB B Ky4y HA CaMOM BUOHOM MECTE U CHOBa
Opocunuck 6exatb. OrHerpmBy kasanocb, YTO CEpPALE ero cenvac BbICKOUNUT 13 rpyan. OH
Gexan n npoknuHan ceoto 6ecnevyHocTb. Kak oH mor ynyctutb u3 Buay 3sesgouana! Noyemy
cpasy He goragarcs, 4TO CMepTenbHbI Bpar [po30BOro nnemMeHn HenpemMeHHo A0MMKEH ObITb
CBSA3aH C YepHbIM NMXOoM, nosiBuBLMMCcS B necy! OgHomy 3Be3fHOMY NfieMEHM U3BECTHO, KaknMm
obpasom 3Besgouan y3Han o ncax, NocenmBLUMXCH Bo3re 3menHon Mopku, HO OH ncnonb3oBan
cBOpY, 4TobbI NorybuTb Mpo3oBbIx KOTOB. OrHerpms, He pa3bupas 4OpPorn, HECCA no fecy u
mMonuncsa 3sesgHomy nnemeHun. Tonbko Obl He onosgaTth! Tonbko 6bl He ObINO CrMLWKOM NO34HO!
Ha BepLUunHe xonmMa OH OCTaHOBUIICA.

— Paszongemcs no ogHomy! — npoxpunen oH. — poyeLlumTe BCe BOKPYT, YTOObI HY OQHOW
OMTON YK He BanNsAnock BOKpYr narepsi!

OHun 6pocunmch BHU3 co cknoHa. benoxesocTt oborHan ToBapuLlen n 6exan nepebiM, HO BO3ne
BXOAa BOPYr pe3Ko OCTAaHOBUIICS, CITOBHO OLEeneHern.

— Hert! He-eT! — pasgancsa cHu3y ero ot4yasiHHbIN Borfb, Uy OrHerpuea BCs LLEPCTb
nogHsanack gbIGoM OT yxaca.

— Het! — kpuyuan benoxeocT. — OrHerpus! OrHerpus, ngu ctogal

OrHerpuB KnHyncsl kK Hemy. 5enoxBocT cTosn B oLeneHeHnn, OLLETUHNB LLEPCTb, U BECb
ApoXan, CNoBHO roToB Obln KMHYTbCS HA HEBMAMMOTO Bpara. Ero octaHoBuBLLMincs B3rnsag 6bin
NPUKOBaH K Ky4ye OypoBaToro Mexa, BansiBLLEroCs Ha 3emrie y caMbix ero nan.

— 3a yTt0o, OrHerpme? — B OTYaASAHUWN KPUKHYN OH. — [lodemy?

OrHerpuvB 3Han OTBET, HO rOpfo ero NepexsaTuIio OT THEBA, U OH He Cpa3y CyMmern BbiAaBUTb
HY>XHble CrnoBa.

— lMoTtomy yTO 3BE3gouan xo4deT, 4Tobbl cBOpa nonpoboBana Kowwavben KpoBU, — XPUMIO
BbIJOXHYN OH, HAKOHeL,

YepHobGypka, MepTBasi, Nexarna Ha 3emMrie Bo3fie camoro narepsi.



MmaBa XXV

BenoxsocT u MNecvaHas Bypsi nepeHecnn Teno YepHobypku B narepb, HO y niieMeHn He Obino
BPEMEHM Ha BbINONHEHUe TpaypHoro putyana. Cyasa no Bcemy, YepHobypka peluvna nontu
NMOOXOTUTLCS, NOKa BCe cnanu, N03TOMY OCTarbHble KOTbl HE cpa3y XxBaTuUNuUch ee. lNoka
OrHerpuB co3biBan KOToB Ha 06wwuin c6op, benoxesocT BMmecTe ¢ YepHOOYPKMHBIMU OETbMMU,
TPOCTMHKOM 1 YronbKoM, NOXOPOHWST NPUEMHYI0 MaTb 3a npeaenamMmm narepsi.

Korga ocupoTteBLume KOTbl BEpHYNUChL B narepb, OrHerpmB y)xe CTOsT Ha BEpPLUMHE CKarbl,
Aoxuaasicb, noka Bce nnemsi cobepetcs Ha nonsiHe. C BbICOTbI OH BUAen, kak benoxeocT, BHe
cebs oT ApoCTn, MEYETCS MO Nnarepro, APOCTHO xnewla cebs XBocToM no 6okam.

— KnsHychb, 8 cnywy WKypy ¢ atoro 3sesgouana!l — wentan oH. — A pacnopto emy 6proxo u
pasmoTato KuLKKu otctoga u oo Yetoipex OJepeBbeB! OH mon, OrHerpus, Tbl CribiWnb? He
3abyab, oH mon!

— Tbl He 3a6bIn, YTO JOMKEH NOAYMHATLCA MOMM NpuKazaM? — cyxo cnpocun OrHerpms. —
Cenyac Mbl JOMKHbBI pPeLUnTb, Kak cnacTUCb OT CBOPbI ronogHbix ncos. Co 3Be3gouanom mbl
pasbepemcsi nosxe.

BenoxBocT pasapa)eHHO 3alumnen CKBo3b CTUCHYTbIE 3yObl, HO NpoMonyarn.

Tem BpemeHeM nnems B CKOpOHOM MonyaHun cobpanock BOKpyr ckanbl. 13 nanatku CuHen
3Be3abl Bblkapabkanack Nenenuua n, npuxpambiBasi, N(PUCOEANHUNACH K OCTarnbHbIM.

— CuHsis 3Be3fa cnuT, — NOsICHWUNAa oHa. — S Aymato, fydlle Mbl BCE PacCKaXXeMm el Nornosxe,
rocre Toro Kak npuaymaem, 4To genartb.

Orxerpus kuHyn. He 3pst CuHsasa 3Besna Bcerga 6osinack 3eesgouanal Yto-to ¢ Hel Oyaer,
Korga OHa y3Haer, Kak y>KacHO onpaBdanucb ee onaceHunsi! Bo3aMoXHO, paccygok ee He
BbIAEPXUT HOBOrO yaapa, n CuHasa 3Be3aa OkoHYaTenbHO noTepsieT pasym. OrHerpme 3acTaBus
cebs oTorHaTb CTpaxm 1 06epHynca K CBOeMy MIEMEHM.

— Kotk 'po3oBoro nnemenun! — Hayan oH. — CerogHs yTpom Mbl Y3Hanm, YTo Ha Hallewn
TeppuTopun, B newepax Boane 3menHon fopku, nocenunack cBopa ncos.

LLlenoT npo6exan no Tonne, koe-rae nocnbllanvcb HegoBepunBble ronioca. OrHerpus NoHsnM,
4YTO HOBOCTb NPOCTO He YKMaAblBaeTCs B rofloBax NECHbIX KOTOB, HO 3Has, YTO camMoe CTpallHoe
ele Bnepeaun. OH B ynop nocmoTpen Ha YacTtokona, HO nornocaTblil BOUH OTBETUI eMY
GeccTpacTHbIM B3rnaaoMm, U OrHerpuB Tak U He NMOHSAN, HACKOMNbKO OH 3aMelliaH B 3TOW UCTOpUK



C Kponunkamu.

— 3Be3gouan gornroe Bpemsi NpyvkapMnnean aTux nNcoB, — Npogorikarn oH, cTapasicb roBOPUTb
CMOKOWHO. — CerogHsi HoUbo OH HaMoOBWI KPOSMKOB U pa3bpocan ux oT neLlep 40 Camoro
Haluero narepsi. Bbl yxe 3HaeTe, 4YTO fnexarno B CamMoOM KOHLe 3TOro kpoeaBoro criega. — OH
Mor4a KMBHYN B CTOPOHY orpagbl narepsi, 3a KOTOpoW NoXopoHunu YepHobypky.

Bamaxom xBocTa OH npu3Bast KOTOB K MOT4aHuio, " VICHyraHHbIVI BOW MFHOBEHHO CMEHUCS
MepTBOVI TUwmnHon. OH yBuaern, Kak 3narowenka MYYUTENTbHO CbeXUriacb U onycTtusna ronosy,
ycnbilaB O HOBbIX 31104eAHNAX 3Be3gouana, U HeBOJbHO nepesen B3rM4dn Ha AByX ManeHbKnx
Opy>XeHocLeB.

PbIkMHKa cMOTperna Ha Hero KpyribIMu OT y)kaca rnaseHkamu, 3aTo ExxeBuyka onycTun ronosy u
npsTan rnasa, Tak 4to OrHerpuB He 3Han, HanyraH OH UK BTaliHe BOCXMLLIAETCSl CBOMM OTLIOM,
CYMEBLUMM NpuaymMaTb CTONb XUTPOYMHbIV MNiaH.

OFHerI/IB obBen rnasamm nnems u npoagorxarn:

— Mol nonbiTanuck YHUHTOXNUTb Cnea, HO KPOJNUKK nponexarnn TaMm BCH HOYb, TaK YTO Ha 3eMrie
ocTarcs 3anax. Bobl Bce, OT CTapeVILUMHbI 00 CaMOro ManeHbKoro KotTeHka, AOJmXHbl NOKNHYTb
Jlarepb. Ecnun cobaku npuayT Ha NnongdaHy, OHU OOIMXHblI HanTK ee HyCTOV’I.

HenoBepuvBbie BOMMKN YTUXIKN, KOTbl HAYanu HerpoMKo nepellenTbiBaTbesl. HakoHel PsabuHka,
camas apsixnas Kolka-cTapeiLumHa, rpoMKo npockpunena, obpatyasch k OrHerpusy:

— Tak Kyga Ham ngTun-to?

— K Harpetbim KamHam! — oteetnn OrHerpus. — Kak TonbKko gonaeTe 40 CKan, cpasy Xe
3abupanTecb Ha camble BbiCOKMe aepeBbs. Ecnu gaxe cobakn noberyT 3a Bamu, OHM peLuar,
4YTO MNOTEPSANN Crea, N He CTaHyT Bac pasbiCknBaTb!

Buammo, ero yetkme ykasaHusi yCrnoKounu niemMsi U npegoTBpaTuiiv rOTOBYHO BCMbIXHYTb MaHUKY.
— OrHerpms Monya Bo3HecC xBany 3Be3gHOMY NreMeHn 3a TO, YTO AeHb Bblaancs, XoTb U
XOnoAHbIN, 3aTo 6e3 JoXAs, TaK YTO AaXke caMble cnabble CTapuKu U KOTSTa NIErko npogenaoT
nyTb 40 Harpetbix KamHen. XopoLwo eLle, 4To B NieMeHn He Obinio HU 60MbHbIX, HX
HOBOPOXAEHHbIX!

KoponeBsbl npogormkanu ropbko onnakneaTtb NornbLuyto YepHobypky. TpOCTMHKA C YTronbkoMm
anucb Apyr K gpyry u co CTpaxoM CMOTpenu nepeg cobon.

— A KakK xe cBopa? — BApYr rpoMko cnpocun Yacrtokon. — Yto mbl 6ygem ¢ HUMK genatb?
OrHerpmB He cpady Hawencsi ¢ oTBeToM. OH 3Har, 4To 6bIno Gbl 6e3ymmemM atakoBaTb CBOPY B
OTKpbITOM 60t0. 3BE3a0uan HuKorga He npueen Obl NCOB K narepto, ecnv 6bl He NOHMMan 3Toro!



«[Nlomorn mHe, 3Be3gHoe nnems!» — B3MOSUICS OH, U BAOPYTI, CITOBHO 3B€3Hbl€ NpeaKku
ycnbllwanm ero 308, fnecrtswas Mbicnb npoHecnacb y Hero B rojioBe.

— Mpungyman! — npowenTan oH. — Mol npogormkum cnen! KoTel B HeOoyMeHUN yCTaBUIIUCh Ha
Hero, 1 Torga oH NOBTOPUI, yxke rpomye: — Mol npogomkum cnepn!

— Y70 Thl XO4eLLb 3TUM CKasaTb? — HernoHumaroLe noaHana rnasa NecyaHas byps.

— Tonbko TO, 4YTO ckasan! 3Be3gouan Xo4eT, YTOObI cres NpyBEN MCOB K Halemy narepto.
OtnnyHo! Myckan npmBoguT! Ho Korga ncbl NOABATCS, Mbl 6yAeM roTOBbl — M 3aMaHUM KX K
06pbiBy!

Henopaneky ot YeTtbipex [lepeBbeB, Bo3rne ganbHux pybexern pO30BOro nnemeHu, pycrno pekm
C TPYAOM NPOTUCKMBANOCh MEXAY Y3KNX, OTBECHbIX beperoB. TeyeHne Tam Obiio 04eHb OypHbIM
N CTpEMUTENbHbIM, a HO PEKU YCemnBanu ocTpble ckarnbl. B 3TOM MecTe HepeaKo TOHYNU KOTbl,
a 3Ha4uT, BMNOJSIHE MO YTOHYTb M cobakm!

— Ham Hy>xHO nuwb 3amaHuTb nx Tyga! — npogosmkan OrHerpms, 1 Aetanu nnaHa camm cobon
Hayanu cknagbiBaTbCs B €ro ronioBe. — 3HauYUT, Hy>KHbl cCamble BbICTpoHOrne BomHbl. KpyTo6oK,
MecuaHas byps, Kuctouka, JonroxsocT, ObiM 1 5. OToro BnosiHe gocratovHo. OcTanbHble

HemeaneHHo CO6VIpa|'OTCFI BO3J1€ BbiIXo4a U NOKMAaKT narepb.

KoTbl pacceinanuck no narepto, BbINOMHASA nNpukas rnawwaTtagd. MNornages BHU3, OrHerpus ysuaen
npobuparoLmnxcst K Hemy Yronoka n TPOCTUHKY.

— OrHerpuB, Mbl TOXXe XOTMM y4yacTBoBaTb! — ckasana TpoCTuHKa, yMONALLE rMaaa Ha Hero.
— £ Bepy ¢ cobon TONbLKO BOMHOB, — JTACKOBO, HO TBEPAO oTBeTUN OrHerpms.

— Ho YepHobypka 6bina Hawen matepbio! — B3opsancs Yronek. — lNMoxanyncta, OrHerpums.
Mbl XOTUM OTOMCTUTL 3a Hee!

— Bo3bMu 1x, — cypoBO ckasan nogoweawmmn bypaH. — ApocTb 1 xaxaa Mectu caenaT mx
beccTpallHbIMN.

OrHerpuB xoTen Bo3pa3nTb, HO GENOCHEXHBIN BOMH CMOTPEN C TakoW PeLUMMOCTbIO, YTO OH
ycTarno KUBHYI.

— Xopouuo.
— A KaK xe a? — KpukHyn BenoxsocCT, 1 XBOCT ero CHOBa MpULLEN B ABWMXEHME.

— MocTaparica noHaTb, benoxsocT, — nosicHnn OrHerpus. — A He MOry NUWKUTL MemMs BCex



ny4ywmnx BOMHOB. KTO-TO fOmkeH ocTatbCs 1 no3abotutbeca 06 octanbHbix! — BbenoxsocT
BO3MYLLEHHO OLLETMHWICA N OTKPbIT POT, YTOOLI BO3pa3nTb, HO OrHerpus 6bICTPO ckasan: —
MoBepb, 5 AoBepsito Tebe HenpocToe aeno. Ecnu mbl normbHem, Tebe npuaeTcs cpasuTbcs ¢
cobakamu, a MOXET ObITb, 1 ¢ NnemeHeM TeHen. Nogyman, benoxeBocT, — nonpocusn oH. — A
3Halo, Tbl XO4eLLb OTOMCTUTbL 3Be3aouany. Ho nydyule BCcero Mbl OTOMCTUM €My, eCrnin paspyLLmM
€ro nnaHbl 1 COXpaHMM cBoe nnemsi!

BenoxsocT gonro monyan, HEHaBUCTb U ropeyb 6oponnck B ero aylle.

— Tbl nogyman o beanukon? — tnxo cnpocmn OrHerpus. — Cenyac Tl Hy)XXeH en 6onbLue, Yem
korga Obl TO HX ObISO.

Monoaow BovH B3APOrHyr, BCOMHMB 06 UcKaneyeHHom KoLwwke, n obepHyncs Ha newepy
cTapenwnH. N'opHocTarka n cTapenLlnHbl FyCbKOM CeMEHUNN K Bbixoay, beanukas,
npuxpambliBag, LWna 3a HUMKU. EQMHCTBEHHBIN rNa3 ee B HEMOM YyXace CMOTpen NpsiMo nepeq
cobon.

— Ha, OrHerpus, — pelmnTenbHO ckasan benoxsoct. — A yxe ugy.
— Cnacunbo! — kpukHyn emy Bcrneg OrHerpmB. — A Hagetoch Ha Tebs, benoxsocT!

OH nornsgen Ha CrpyamBLUMXCS Y BbIXxoda KOTOB U BAPYT YIOBWI Kakoe-To efBa 3aMeTHOe
ABwxkeHue. Pe3ko 06epHyBLUNCH, OH YBMAEN, Kak nofnocaTtbiin YacToKON NPOTUCKMBAETCH B Y3KUIA
nas B CTEHe KOmo4ero yTecHuka, a cnegom 3a HUM nesyT ExeBnyka ¢ PbKUHKOWN.

OrHerpumB cnpbIrHyn co ckanbl 1 6pocuncst K HUM, eaBa ycrneB norMMaTtb KapabkarLmnxces B a3
MarnblLEen.

— YacTokon! — psiBkKHyn oH. — Y10 310 Thl 3agyman? NonocaTtbii BOMH pe3ko ob6epHyncsa. Ha
KaKoOM-TO MUT B rMa3ax ero MenbkHYr UCMyr, HO NMOTOM OH yrpoXatoLe ocKanumncsa n Harno
3a8BUn:

— MHe kaxertcs, y HarpeTbix KamHen mbl He Byaem B 6e3onacHocTu! A pewunn otBecTu
manbiwen B 6onee CrnokoMHoe MecTeyko. JTO...

— B kakoe xe a10? — gpoxa ot sipoctu, cnpocun OrHerpms. — Ecnu Tbl 3Haewb 6e3onacHoe
MEeCTO, MoYeMy Tbl HE pacckasasn 0 HeM cBoeMy nrnemeHn?! A MoxeT OblTb, HET HUKAKOro
©e3onacHoro mecta, 1 Tbl NPOCTO peLuni Nog WyMOoK OTBECTU AeTen K ux otuy? — OH 6bin Tak
B36eLLeH, YTO eaBa yaepxancs, YTobbl He KUHYTbCS Ha YacTokona u He Bbilapanatb TOMy
rnasa. — PasymeeTtcs, npegeoantens nremeHn TeHen 3apaHee no3aboTuncst 0 ToM, YToObl
rornogHas cBopa He pacrep3ana ero getok! — wunen oH. — Tbl OMKEH OTBECTM €My KOTAT A0
TOro, Kak cobakm 6yayT B narepe? A yBepeH, Bbl 000 BCEM CrOBOPUIINCH ELLE Ha NPOLUIOM
Coserel



YacTokon HM4Yero He OTBETUI, JILLb rnasa ero ¢ KaXxablM CIT0BOM OI'HeI'pVIBa CTaHOBUJTNCb BCe
TEMHEE N MPa4vHeEe.

— Tbl oTBpatuTeneH, Yacrtokon! — B3opsancsa OrHerpuB. — Tbl C camMoro Havarna 3Har, 4To
3Be3gouan 3agymarn HaTpaBuUTb HA HAc CBOPY, HO Thl HU Crl0OBa HUKOMY He ckasan! Heyxenn y

Tebs He ocTanochb HM Kannu npengaHHOCTU cBoOeMy nnemeHmn?!

— Hwuyero s He 3Han! — B3BU3rHyn Yacrokon, BckuabiBas rornioBy. — 3Be3aouarn nonpocun
MEHSI MPMBECTM eMYy AeTEN, HO He OObSACHWI 3a4eMm.

£ Hu4ero He 3Han o ceope, 3Be3HbIM NriemeHeM Tebe KnsHychb!

OI'HeI'pVIB He CTal roBoOpuTb €My, 4YTO KNnATBa 3Be3gHbIM NSIEMEHEM HE MHOIOrO CTOUT B yCctax
npeparend. OH NoBEpPHYINCcd U rpo3HO nornagen Ha nepenyraHHbIX Opy>KeHOCLIEB.

— Yro ckasan Bam YacTtokon?
— H-Hnuero, OrHerpus! — nponeneTtana PbbkuHKa.

— npOCTO ckasan, 4ToObl Mbl LUNKX 32 HUM! — noarsepawun ee 6paT. — Ckasan, 4To 3HaeT
XopoLluee MecTo, rge MOXHO CnpATaTbCA.

— W BblI nocnywanucb? — ¢ npespeHuem cnpocun OrHerpms. — OH Bepb y Hac npegsoanTenb
nnemMeHu, BepHo? Mnun KTo-To Ha3Ha4un ero BallMM HAaCTaBHUKOM W 3abbln NOCTaBUTb MEHS B
n3BecTHocTb? Mante 3a MHoWn, *uBo! MNoBepHYBLINCH, OH NOBEN Marbilen Ha NONsHy, rae
cobpanochk yxe Bce nnems. K ero nsymneHuto, He ToNbKO OPY>KEHOCLbI, HO U YacToKor, HK
CnoBa He roBops, Nocnegosan 3a HUM. «PaHo UM No3gHO S C HUM 3a BCe paccymMTalochb!y —
yrptomo nogyman OrHerpmB. Ho cenyac 6b1110 He BpeMsl BbISICHATb OTHOLLEHMS.

OH ocTaHoBUNCS 1 B3MaxoM XBocTa nofo3ean k cebe byporo.

— Bypbii! A nopyyato Tebe aTux ABYX OpyxeHocueB. YTo 6bl HM CAYyYMNOCh, rNas ¢ HUX He
cnyckan! 1 cmotpu, 4Tobbl OHM BrM3ko He nogxoaunu kK YacTtokony!

— Xopowwo, OrHerpue, — yauBneHHo oteeTun bypbin. HaknoHMBLUMCE, OH TKHYN Marbilwen
HOCOM ¥ MOBES UX K BbIXoAy.

OFHerI/IB Hallen B Tonne BypaHa, nogoulen K Hemy n ckasarl, KUBHYB Ha YacTokona:

— MpurnageiBan 3a HAM. A 1 BOrocKa co CBOEK LLKYypbl He AaM 3a ero npegaHHocTsb! MNMocne
3TOro OH nogo3seasn k cebe BOMHOB, KOTOPLIX OTOGpan Ans oxoTbl HA CBOPY.



— Ecnu BblI elle He enun, Npeanarato crerka nogkpenutbes, — pacnopsignnca OrHerpme. —
Bam noTtpebyeTtca BcA Balla cuna 1 NoBkOCTb. Mbl CKOPO BbIXOAUM, HO CHa4yana st 4OMmKeH
noroBopuTb ¢ CnHen 3se3non.

Tonbko OH XOTen OTONTU K Newlepe NpeaBoANTENbHULLLI, KaK 3a CMIMHOM €ro HecCrbILWHO Bbipocna
Nenenuua.

— Xoyelb, A ToXe nongy ¢ BaMn? — HErpoMKO Crnpocuna oHa.
OrHerpumB noka4yan roriosomn.

— Her. A xouy, 4TobbI Tbl NOMOrNa ocTanbHbIM Garonony4yHo gobpartbesa o Harpetbix KamHen.
MocTapaicsa ycnokouTb nx, nagHo?

— Hwu o yem He BGecnokorics, OrHerpmB, — 3aBepuna ero uenutenbHuua. — A Ha BCSAKUNA
cny4yan B3sina ¢ cobon Heobxoanmble cpeacTea.

— O1nunyHo! — noxeanun OrHerpme. — Ckaxu Llapanke, nycTb Bo Bcem Tebe nomoraet. Kak
Tonbko CnHAA 3Be3ga BbINAET K BaM, MOXETe BbICTynaThb.

OH I'IOD,6€)KaJ'I K newepe un sarndaHyn BHYTPb. I'Ipep,BonMTeanMua Y>Ke npocHynacb 1 CMNOKOWHO
BblJin3biBana LIepCTb.

— 3710 TbI, OrHerpus? B yem geno? OrHerpme BOLLEN BHYTPb U CKITOHWI FOMOBY.

— CuHsia 3Be3aa, CerofHs yTpoM Mbl, HaKOHeL, y3Hanu, 4To 3a N1Xo NPULLNO B HaL Nec.
Tenepb Mbl 3HaeMm, YTO Takoe «CBOpa».

CuHsis 3Be3na pesko BbinpsiMuniach U TBepAO NOCMOTperna eMy B rmnasa. [naas B ee nvuo,
MOCTENEHHO LieneHetollee oT yxaca, OrHerpuB pacckasan npegsoauTernbHULE O CBOMX
YTPEHHUX HaxodKax, cCTapasicb He AyMaTb O TOM, YTO 3TO U3BECTUE MOXKET OKOHYaTENIbHO
NMoOMpaynTb €€ paccynok.

— 3HauuT, YepHobypka yxe mepTtBa, — npowenTtana CuHss 3Be3ga, korga OrHerpns 3aKOHUMI
CBOW pacckas. — M o4eHb cKopo Bce nnems nocrneayeT Bcnea 3a Hel. 3Be3gHble npeaku
nocnanun 3eesgouana Ha normbens Mpososomy nremeHn. OHM He NoMoryT Ham!

— Bpsig nun, CnHas 3ee3ga. Ho mbl He cobunpaemcs caaBatbesi! — oto3Barncs OrHerpums,
cTapascb NoAaBMTb MNOACTYNAKOLLYIO NaHWKY. — Tbl 4OMMKHA OTBECTU Nremsa K Harpetbim
KamHsim.

— W 410 37O AacT, aypayok? — cBepkHyna rmasamu CuHssa 3sesga. — He MoxeM xe Mbl XuTb
y Harpetbix KamHen! [la ecnu 661 1 cmornm, cBopa BCe paBHO HanAET U pacTep3aeT Hac.



— Ecnu Bce nponaet Tak, kak s 3agymar, BaM He Oorro NpuaeTcsl OTCUXKMBATLCSA TaMm, —
3aBepun OrHerpue 1 pacckasan CuHelt 3Be3fe o0 CBoeM nraHe 3aMaHuUTb cobak Ha kpal yTeca.

CuHaga 3Besga cnylana paccesiHHO, Ka3anocb, OHa CHOBa CMOTPUT KyAda-To, Kyaa He JocTuraeT
KoLlaymmn B3rnsag.

— Tbl Xo4eLwb, 4TObbI 51 cnacanack y Harpetbix KamHen, kak 6ecnomollHasa ctapenwumHa? —
BAPYr cnpocuna oHa.

OrHerpus cnerka onewun. OTaaBaTb pacnopsXXeHnsa npeasoguTensHULEe — 3TO COBCEM He TO,
4YTO NpuKasbiBaTb benoxsocTy!

— He kak cTapenwmnHa, a kak npegeoauTenbHuLa, — Hawerncs oH. — bes 1ebsa nnemst Moxet
BMacTb B NaHWKY. Tbl Hy>XHa, YTOObI CNNOTUTL MX BoeanHo, CuHsas 3esesfa. Kpome Toro, He
3abbiBai, y Tebs ocTanack NocrneaHssi XmsHb. Ecnn Tl noTepseLlb ee, YTo OyaeT ¢ nnemeHem?

CuHaa 3Be3na 3agymanace.
— XOopoLlo, — cKasarna oHa, HakoHel,
— Torga nopa natwu.

CuHsas 3Be3ga kMBHyna 1 NepBoi Bbiwna 13 newepsl. Bce nnems, kpome Tex, koro OrHerpme
B35S NOA CBOE Havano, yxe xaano ee Boarne Bbixoga. Koraa Cunas 3sesaga npucoegnHunach K
ceoeMy nnemeHun, OrHerpms nogdexan k bypany.

— lMpucmaTtpusan 3a Hen, — LWenHyn oH. — He cnyckan ¢ Hee rnas.

— Moxellb Ha MeHs1 NONOXUTbCS, — CKITOHUIT 6enocHexHyto ronosy BypaH, n no nevyanbHoOMy
B3rnsAy, KOTopbI OH Bpocun Ha NpeaBoAnTENbHULY, ObINO BUAHO, YTO OH NPEKPACHO NMOHMMAET,
B KQKOM COCTOsIHMM HaxoauTcs ee paccyaok. OH nogowen kK CnHen 3Besae, 1 npoueccus
MOJI4a NOTAHYNacb NPoYb U3 nareps.

OrHerpuB gonro cmoTtpen um Beneq. Psgom co ctapbiM, HO Morydnm 1 6oapbim BypaHom CuHas
3Be3ga kasanacb ocobeHHO criabon 1 xankown. 1 Bce e OH He COMHEBArCs, YTO NPUCYTCTBME
npeaBoANTENbHULbI BCENUT YBEPEHHOCTb B cepAaua KOTOB, a rMaBHOE, YCNOKOUT CTapenLLmH.

Korga nocnegHum KOT o4yTUICsa Ha ckroHe xonma, OrHerpyMs NoBEpPHYNCS K OCTaBLUMMCS
BOMHaM, OXXugaBLnm ero B 3apocnsax kpanuebl. KpyTobok n MNecyaHasa byps nepBbiMun
BCTPETUNN €ro B3rnsa, U OH YBMAEN, KaK CTpax U peumMMocTb GOpIOTCS B UX NTIMXOPaA04HO
ropsilmx rnasax. OH HEBOSbLHO BCMIOMHWI, YTO COBCEM HEAABHO MMeMs BOT TaK Xe nokuaano
narepb, OXBa4YeHHbIN NnameHeMm... Tpoe KOTOB Torda Tak U He BepHynucb obpatHo. OH



oTGpocun 3Ty MbICIb, HE Xenas noaaasatbest naHuke. OH A0MKeH OblTb CUMbHLIM — paau
cBoero nnemeHu. Mpnbnuanelunce kK BouHam, OrHerpue ckasarn:

— [oToBbI? Torga — Bnepep)!

Masa XXVI

Ha BepwunHe xonma OrHerpuB OCTaHOBWIICA M NOBEPHYIICS K MONoAbiM opyeHocuaMm. Bbl o6a
OyneTe xaaTb 30ecb, — npukasan oH. — Kak Tonbko 3aBnamnte nNcos, cpasy bermte K yLenoto.
MecuaHas byps 3anmet cneayoLyto nosuumio. Kak ysmante ee, Mmrom B3bmnpamnTtech Ha
aepeo. Korga ybegutech, 4to cobakm norHanmch 3a NecyaHon bypen, BbICTpeHLKO
cnyckanTecb n netute k HarpetbiMm KamHAM.

OH nocmoTpen Ha Yrornbka 1 TpoCTUHKY. [Masa opy>KeHOCLEB ropenu HeHaBUCTbIO, XKenaHue
OTOMCTUTb 3a CMepTb MaTepu NOMOrfo UM Ha BpeMs 3abbiTb 0 6onu yTpaTel. OrHerpus Bcen
AyLIOM Hafesncs, YTO OPYXKEeHOCLbl 3aNOMHSAT ero yKkasaHusi U He noadagyTcs naHuke, a
rMaBHOE, He MOMbITATCA B O4MHOYKY HanacTb Ha CBOPY.

— MNnemsa HageeTca Ha Bac, — cypoBo gobaBun oH. — Mbl BCe ropanmcsi Bamu.

— MoxeLb Ha Hac NonoXunTbes! — nUckHyna TpocTuHKa.

OrHerpumB ocTaBuI UX Ha XONME 1 MoBeN ocTalbHbIX B IMy0Ob fleca. HacTopoXxumB yLwuu, oH
npucnywmeancs, He 6eryt nu cobaku, HO Nec CNOBHO 3aTaunca B 3NoBeLLeEM oxXuaaHum. Bokpyr
CTOsiNa Takas TULMHA, YTO eMy Kasanocb, Oy4TO LOPOX KOLaybMX LWAroB u YacToe,
B3BOSTHOBAHHOE AblXaHWe BOMHOB pa3HOCATCA 40 cambix YeTbipex [epeBbes.

Bckope OrHerpue cHoBa OCTaHOBMIICS.

— lMecyaHasa byps, Tbl BygeLwb XaaTb 30eCb, — pacnopsaguncs oH. — A He xody, YTobbl
MarbilamM npuwiock 6exarb CrnvMwKoM ganeko. Tbl camas ObicTpasi KoLKa BO BCEM MiIEMEHM,

Tbl CyMeeLllb garblue BCeX OTOpBATbLCA OT CBOPHbI. Tbl roToBa?

— A He noaseay, OrHerpue, — kuBHyna MNecyaHas Byps 1, NpubnNUanBLIKCH, GbICTPO
MPUKOCHYNAach LLEKOW K ero LekKe.



BonbLue oHa He cka3ana HM eguHOro CroBa, HO ee MPOo3paYyHble 3efeHble rnasa CMOTPenn ¢
Takon nobosblo, 4To y OrHerpmea cepaue cxarnocb OT cTpaxa. «YBUAUMCS N Mbl Koraa-Hubyap
CHOBa?» — C TOCKOM nogymar OH.

C Tpyaoom 3acTaBuB cebsi NOBEPHYTLCS, OH NMOGPEn K yTecy, No 4Opore paccTaBnsisi BOMHOB Ha
pPaBHOM pacCTOsIHMM ApYr OT Apyra — cHayana [JonroxeocT, 3a HuM [biM 1 nocnegHsis
Knetouka. HakoHeu, oHu ¢ KpyTo6oKoM okasanuch BABOEM BO3Me rpaHuubl PeyHoro nnemenu,
Ha camMOM Kpato CBOEN TeppuUTopum.

— Hy BoTt, KpyTo60k, — ckasan OrHerpums, ocTaHaBnNuBasicb. — Tbl cripsdeLlbes 3geck. Ecnn
BCe nonaer, Kak Hago, Kuctouka BbiBeaeT cobak npsAmo Ha Tebs. Kak Tonbko 3aBnaub nx, 6ern
K camMOMy KpYyTOMY CKIMOHY yTeca. A 6yay cToAaTb Tam 1 caenaro nocrneaHumn 6pocok.

— Ho Tam HaunHaeTcs TeppuTtopus PedyHoro nnemenn! — cogporHyncsa Kpytobok. — Tbl He
nogymarn, Kak oTHeceTcs K aTomy lNaTtHucTas

3Be3na?

— Ecnu noseseT, oHa 06 aTom BoobLe He y3HaeT! — otBeTun OrHerpue, NPUNOMHMB, YTO
npeasoanTenbHMLA PedHbix KOTOB Npukasana cBoum BonHam youtb Kpytoboka, ecrnv oH
CYHeTcsl Ha ux TeppuToputo. — Ceiyac He BpemMs AymaTb 06 3ToM.

Cnpsybcsi Ha HaLlen CTOPOHe rpaHuLbl 1 nocTapaincs, YtTobbl Tebs He 3ameTunm PeyHble
naTpynu.

KpyToGoK KMBHYI U1, NPWKABLUMCH XMBOTOM K 3eMJ1e, NMOMNon3 NoZg KOMYUA KyCT.

— Ynaun! — wenHyn oH n ncyes 3a Betkamn. OrHerpmMB HErpOMKO MOXKenar emy Toro Xe U,
OCTOPOXXHO NepeLLarHyB Yepes rpaHuLy, noLen Ha Tepputoputo PeyHoro nnemeHun. PeyHbIx
KOTOB rnoka He Oblfo BUAHO, 3aTO OTYETNIMBO YyBCTBOBAIICSA CBEXWUI 3anax. Buaumo, coBcem
HeaaBHO 3[1eCb NPOLLEeN paccBeTHbIN naTpyrb. OrHerpue Hallen YKpoMHy BnaguHKy y
MOOHOXMSA cKanbl, 3abpancs Tyga nornyoxe v ctan xaatb. B necy 6bino TMxo, Nylb Aaneko
BHWU3Y peBena Boaa, 6eCHYSCb B TECHOM YLLENbE.

Kak Hu ctapanca OrHerpus, OH He MOr 3acTaBuTb cebsa He AymaTtb 0 3Be3gouane. [ae-To oH
cenyac? HasepHoe, cnauT y cebs B narepe v XaeT He A0XAOETCS, Korga cBupenas csopa
pa3opBET B KIO4Ybs ero ObIBLUMX connemeHHnkoB! BOT Torga oH kak BOPOH-NaganbLumK 3anmeT
OMyCTEBLUYIO TEPPUTOPUMIO M CNOMHA HacnaguTtcs ceoen mecTbio! Mpn ogHoM Mbicnv 06 3Tom
OrHerpuyB HauvMHan gpoxaTb OT HEHaBUCTU.

He6o no-npexxHeMy GbIno 3aTsHYTO Ty4yamu, Nno3ToMy OrHerpmB He 3Harl, CKOMbKO MPOLUSIo
BPEMEHW, HO C KaXkKAbIM yAapoM cepaua pocna ero Tpesora. [loyeMy Tak Aonro HAYEro He
npoucxoanT? Heyxenu ncel gorHany koro-to n3 BouHos? OrHerpus npeactasnsn MNecyanyto



Bypto, pactep3aHHyto OrpOMHbLIMU KIblKaMu, U HAYMHAN NMX0PafoYHO MECUTL Nlanamm 3emrito,
BTArMBas 1 Bbinyckas kortu. OrpoOMHbIM YCUIIMEM BOSM OH OTKa3arcsl OT MbICIN BEPHYTbCS
Ha3ag 1 MOCMOTPETb, YTO NPOUCXOaUT. «HTO ecnu s coBepLuMI oWwnbKy? — CTy4ano B BUCKaX.
— Y10 ecnu, BMecTo Toro, Ytobbl cnacTy cBoe nnems, s noryoun ero?»

W TyT 3a peBOM BOAbI NOCHbIWANCca oTganeHHbin cobaunn nan. C KaxxabiM yaapom cepaua oH
cTaHoBuIIcA Bce brnivke n 6nvxke. 3nobHoe N1Mxo HakoHeL-TO NoAano rofloc U Habpocmnnock Ha
KOTOB, KOTOPbIX c4MTano ceoewn Jobbiven! Bekope Bechb nec 3arygen oT ornyLwmnTensHOoro nas, u
Bapyr OrHerpuB yBuaen Kpytoboka. Cepbii BOMH neTen, egsa kacascb nanamm 3eMriu.

Bcero B Tpex N1McbUX Npbhkkax OT HEro Heccs Boxak cBopbl. Hukorga ewe OrHerpvsy He
[AOBOAMIOCH BUAETHL Takoe YynoBsuLle. Boxkak 6bin orpoMeH — noYTu BABOE Gorblue cobak,
koTopbix OrHerpus Buaen y [iByHormx. B ockaneHHoOI nacTv cBepkanu ocTpble KNblKW, ONIMHHBIN
A3blK CBELLMBArCS BHU3, pa3BeBasicb Ha Gery. Hencrtosas 3noba ropena B rnasax XvLiHuKa.
Bokak xpunno nasin, He cBoas KpoBOXaaHoro B3opa ¢ Kpytoboka.

— [la nomoxet MHe 3Be3aHoe nnems! — npowenTtan OrHerpuB 1 BbICKOYMIT U3 CBOETO
YKPbITHSI.

OH eaBa ycnen yeBuaetb, kak Kpytobok 6enkon B3neten Ha bnukanwee gepeBo — M Hadanacb
noroHs. Jlam 3a cnuHoM cTan eLle rpomye, n obxuratoLiee abixaHne OrpoMHON NacT 06OXrNo
naTkn OrHerpumay.

Tonbko Tenepb OrHerpuB NOHsiM, YTO YNycTUI camoe rnaBHoe. YTo oH ByaeT aenatb, Koraa
oKaxeTcs Hag ywenbem? [1o cux nop emy Kasarnocb, YTO B NMOCHeAHUA MOMEHT OH Kak-HUOyab
YIU3HET, @ HAYETO He NOAo3pEeBatoLLME MNCbl PYXHYT HA OCTpble ckarnbl. Tenepb OH NOHSM, YTO
Takasi BO3MOXHOCTb €My MOXET He npeacTaBuTbes. Bo-nepBbix, cobak 6bino CrmLLKOM MHOro, a
BO-BTOPbIX — OHW ObINN y>Ke COBCEM PSIAOM.

MoxkeT 6bITb, OH JOMmKEH cam BpocuTbcs BHM3? «Ecnu Tak ByaeT Hy>KHO Ansi cnaceHus
nnemMeHu, s caenato aTo!» — mpayvHo noknsncsa OrHerpme.

Yuwenbe 6bino coeceM 6nm3ko. OrHerpue BbineTen U3-3a 4epeBbEB, Y CepALEe ero HEBOSbHO
nponycTuno oavH yaap. Bnepeamn He 6bino HUYero, Kpome y3koi NoMocKkM 3eMnu 1 kpast yTeca.
JInxopagoyHo ornsiHyBLMCb, OrHerpve yBuaen npubnmxatroLwmnxcsi Ncoe 1 crierka sameanun Ger,
4TOObI NOAMaHNUTL X Nobnmxke. CnegomM 3a CBOMM BOXaKOM CBOpa BbICKOYMMA U3 YaLLmM U
ornywmTenbHoO 3abpexana, CBECUB S3bIKN.

— CBopa, cBopa, cBopa! Yousan, ybmsan! — cTpalLHble CNoBa OCTpee OCTPbIX KIbIKOB
BOH3unNucb B gywy OrHerpuBa.

W BOopyr 4To-TO Tskenoe obpyLmMnoch Ha Hero cboky, onpPoknHyB Ha 3emnto. OrHerpme GeLleHo
3abuncs, nNbiTasCb BbICBOOOAMTBLCSH, HO YbSA-TO MOry4dasi flana npmxana K KaMHI0 ero 3aTbIfoK.



Hapg cambim YXOM OH YyCriblLlan 3HAKOMbIM pOKquLLlMVI rosioc:

— Haneko cobpancs, OrHerpue? 310 Obin ronoc 3sesgouana.

Masa XXVII

OrHerpuB HENCTOBO pBaricsl, NbiTasiCb 0CBOOOANTLCS, U C CUITON KONOTUIT 3aAHMMM Nanamu,
BbIpbIBas KNO4Ybs LUEPCTU U3 HE3aALLMLLEHHOIO XNBOTa cBOero Bpara. Ho npeasoauTens
nneMmeHn TeHeln gaxe He LWenoxHyrcs. Ero otBpatutensHoe AblxaHue onanuio poT U HO3ApK
OrHerpuBa, ropsiliMe siHTapHbIe rrasa oYyTUIUCh Nepes cambiM NULOM rraLuarasi.

— MNepepaBan oT MeHA NpuBeT 3Be3aAHOMY nrnemeHu! — npopblyan 3sesgoLan.
— Cam nepepalub! — 3aabIxadck, KpUkHyn OrHerpums.

BHesanHo 3Be3gouan pasxan cBo xBaTky, kybapem oTkatuncst ot OrHerpusa 1 NPOBOPHO
BCcKkapabkarncs Ha cTeon onvxanwero gepesa. OrHerpue gaxe He ycnen yanBuTbCsl, MOTOMY
YTO B TOT K€ MUI 3eMNd CoapOorHynach nof ero nanamu, a yuwienbe HanonHUIoChb
ornywuTtenbHbiM BoeMm. OH 06epHyncsa — n yBuaen HecyLLerocst K HeMy BoXaka, C LUMPOKO
pasvHYyTON ocKaneHHon nacTbto. bexartb 6bino yxxe no3gHo. Mawaran Mpo30BOro NnemeHu
3a)XXMYpW rfasa 1 NpUrotoBMIcs K BCTpede co 3Be34HbIM NIIEMEHEM.

OrpomHble YenCTM COMKHYNMUCL Ha 3arpuBke OrHerpmea, U OH, MONEePXHYBLUNCH BOMMEM,
GecrnomoLLHO 3acyynn nanamu. YyaoBULLHBIA NeC, CNOBHO MYLUMHKY, OTOPBar CBOK A06bIYY OT
3eM/IM U NPUHSNCS SPOCTHO MOTaTh FOSIOBOM M3 CTOPOHbI B CTOPOHY. Jlec 1 ckanbl 3aMernbkanm
nepep yracatowmm B3opoM OrHerpumea. B yuienbe Hedem Gbino aplwaTe OT CMpagHoro 3anaxa
MCVHbI, Nal CTOKPATHO YCUIUIICS U 3XOM pPasHOCMKIICS Mo fecy.

— 3Be3gHoe nnems, noMorn MHe! — B yxxace 1 otyasiHum Bckpudan OrHerpmB. OH 3Han, 4To
cMepTb ero byaet nuwb Havanom rméenu Npososoro nnemexn! Bce ero Hagexabl pyxHynu,
onectawmn nnaH nposanunca. — [ae xe Tbl, 3Be3gHoe nnemsa?

CnoBHO B OTBET Ha ero Morb0Oy, NPOH3UTENbHbIA BA3I MPOKATUICA NO yLlenbto, u OrHerpus ¢
BbICOTbI MPSIHYFICA 03€Mb, HA MUT NOTEPSIB CO3HaHMe. Korga oH O4HYICs, TO NOHSAM, YTO
CTpaluUHble 3y6bl BbINyCTMNK ero 3arpuBok. C TpyaoM NPUMNoaHSIB ronoBy, OH yBUAEN, Kak
Kakasi-To ManeHbkas, ronyboBaTo-cepasi KoLUka ¢ pa3Maxy Bpe3anacb ronoBoi B 60k Boxaka



CBOpbI.

— Cunsaa 3esesna! — npowentan OrHerpue. OT HEOXKMAAHHOCTW BOXaK NOTEPSAN paBHOBECUE U
OTNeTen K camomy Kpato yteca. [pO3HbIN flar ero BHE3arnHoO CMEHUIICS XKYTKUM, NMOSIHbIM YXXaca
BOeM. 3eMns U Merkue KaMyLKM Nocbinanuch U3-nod OrpoMHbIX fan YyygoBuLLa, cTpalluHble
KOITW MOMOCHYNM NYCTOTY — U BOXakK ¢ peBoM 06pyLumncsa BHn3. Ho B cambivi nocnegHum
MOMEHT, y>Ke Nagasi, OH ycnen cxsatuTb 3ybamu CuHiolo 3Be3ay n yBnek ee 3a coboMn.

[1Boe NcoB, HECLUNXCSI CIEIOM 32 CBOMM BOXXaKOM, He ycrenu Aaxe NoHsATb, YTO NPOM30LLIIO.
BbineTteB Ha kpali yTeca, OHU C BoeM pyxHynu B 6e3fHy, a ocTanbHasi CBopa B y)kace npupocna
K 3emne. Jlan cMmork, XyTkasi TULIMHA NoBuMcna Hag 06pbiBOM. 3aTeM Ncbl anobHo, no
LLEHAYbM, 3aCKyNUMK1, NONATUNUCE OT rMbenbHOro yTeca n 6pocunuck obpatHo B nec. Bee
Npom3oLWIo Tak bbICTpo, 4To OrHerpuB gaxe ¢ 3eMnn He ycnern NoAHATLCS.

Ha waTtatowmxca nanax oH Nnogowen K Kparo yteca U nocMoTpen BHKU3. Tam peBena Boaa u
kunena 6enas neHa. Ha mur 13 Gypnswero notoka BbiHbIPHYNa Oypas ronosa BoXaka, HO TyT
Xe OyLuytome BONHbI COMKHYNUCh Hag, Hen, 1 ckonbko OrHerpus He BrnsigbiBancd, onbLue
HM4Yero He ObINO BUAHO.

— CuHaa 3eesgal — 3akpudan OrHerpus. OH HE MOr MOHATb, KaK NPeaBoANTENbHULLA
ouvyTunachk B aTon YacTtu neca. OH e otocnan ee Kk HarpeTbim KamHAM BMecTe co BCeM
ocTanbHbIM nemeHem?!

B rny6okom oueneHeHnn OrHerpuB cMoTpen Ha peky. BHesanHo B BofnHax nokasanach
KpoLueYHasi cepas rofioBka, U MOKpble nanbl NpUHANUCL 6eleHo BecneHmeaTtb Bogy. CUHsS
3Be3ga xumBa! Ho 6bICTpbI NOTOK 6e3)XKanocTHO Talun ee BHU3, a NnpedsoanTenbHuua obina
cnuwikom cnaba, 4Tobbl Aonro 6opoTbes ¢ TedeHnemM. OcTaBanoch TOMNbKO OAHO.

— Oepxucb, CuHas 3eesaal! A nay! — 3aopan OrHerpuB 1, B3GexaB Ha Kpan yTeca, NpbIrHys
BHU3.

Boga orpomMHol negsdHon nanow obxeatuna ero 1 NpuHsaniack BopoyaTb ¢ 60Ky Ha 6ok. OT
xornopa cpasy nepexatuno abixaHne. OrHerpus sspOCTHO KOMOTUI flanamu No BoAe, NbITasiChb
NNbiTh, HO CUNa TeYeHUs Borouuna ero 3a cobon. B nocnegHuii pa3 oH sBugen Cuniolo 3sesay
nepen caMbiM NPbIKKOM, TEMNEpPb e BOKPYr Hero 6binm nuwb 6pbi3rn Aa kunawasa nexa.

Ha mur BbIHbIpHYB U3 BOAbI, OH FMOTHYN PTOM BO34yX M MONbITancs yaepkaTbcs Ha
noBepxHoCTW. Bapyr Bnepeam, Ha pacCTOsiHAM HECKOMNbKUX NUCbUX XBOCTOB OT ce0si, OH BHOBb
yBuaen Mokpyto ronoey CuHeit 3se3abl. OrHerpue GelueHo 3apaboTan 3agH1MuK nanamm,
NbITAsiCb COKPaTUTL pasfensioLLlee Ux paccTosiHue, u, koraa CuHsas 3Be3aga BHOBb Havana
norpyaTtbcsi Nnog, BoAy, OH pBaHyncst — W B MOCNEAHUA MOMEHT ycrnen yxBaTuTb ee 3yGamm 3a
3arpuBoK.



[ononHuTenbHbIA BEC TYT Xe yBMEK ero nog Boay. Kaxxgas knetovka n3amyyeHHoOro tena
Tpeboana BbinycTuTb CuHIO 3BE3ay 1 cnacatb COOCTBEHHYIO XWU3Hb, HO OrHerpmBe nuLlb
Kpenye CTUCHYI YentoCTN 1 C yCUIMeM BbITONKHYN yXKe HayaBLyto 3axnebbiBaTbes
npeaBoanTENbHNULY Ha NOBEPXHOCTb. BHE3anHO YTO-TO TAXKenoe C 1o Bpe3arnochk B HUX, U
OrHerpuvB nuwb Yyaom yaepxancs, 4tobbl He BbiNyCcTUTb 3arpnuBok CuHen 3Be3abl.
MpurnageBLMCh, OH YBUAEN OrPOMHOIO Nnca, KOTOPOro TeYEHWE, BEPTS, CIIOBHO LLEMNKY, YHOCUIIO
BHM3 NO AHy yuwienbda. OH ycnen pasrnsaeTb BbiMyYeHHble, NOMHbIE yKaca rnasa — 1 Nec CHoBa
CKpbIICA B NEHHOM BOAOBOpPOTE.

Kakas-To TeHb Hakpbina 6apaxTatoLmxcs B MOTOKe, a Koraa cHoBa ctano ceetno, OrHerpue
MOHSIM, YTO TEYEHME BbIHECIIO MX OT FPO3HbIX CKan k camoMy MocTy [1ByHorux. Bnepeam
nokasarncsi 6eper, u OrHerpve nonbiTancst NOANMAbITb K HEMY, HO yCTarnble, 3aMep3Lumne nanbl
OTKa3sblBanMcb NoBUHoBaTbCs. CUHSSA 3Be34a MepTBOWN TSHXKECTLIO Talluna ero Ko AHy, U Bckope
y OrHerpvBa y>xe He ObIflo CUN BbICYHYTb rONoBY, YTOObI MMOTHYTb OYepeaHYHo NopLMIo Bo3ayxXa.
[onoBa ero CHoBa yLuna noj BoAy, PasHOLBETHbIE KPYrv NONsbINM nepes rnasamu, a YyBcTsea
Havanu TasTb, YHOCSCb BO TbMY.

Moyt Tepsisi co3HaHne, OrHerpuB B NocrnegHeM ycunvm B3mMaxHyn nanaMu u BelpBascs Ha
noBepxHocTb. Bepera GonbLue He 6bino BUAHO, U OrHErpuB NOHS, YTO NOTEPSN HanpaBneHve.
Yac ckoBan ero Teno, ¥ OH NPUroTOBUIICS YTOHYThb.

BHesanHo Teno CuHen 3Be3gbl nonerdano. CMoprHyB ¢ rnas peyHyto sogy, OrHerpms yBugen
npsiMo nepes cobor MOKPYHO KOLLaYybio ronoBy, BLenuBLIytoCcs 3ybamu B 3arpnBok CuHen
3Be3abl. B cneagyowmn Myur oH y3Han 3Hakomyto ronyboBaTo-Cepyto LWepPCTb, U eA4Ba He ywen
noA BoAy OT U3yMIEHUS.

370 Oblna HeBuanmkal

B TOT >xe Mur Hag cambiM ero yxom pasgarncst cepautbii 6ac Kamus.

— OTtnycTtu ee! Mbl camn cnpasumcs. OrHerpyMes Monya nosmHoBarcd, U KameHb 3aHan ero
mMecTo. [1Boe PeyHbix koTOB 6€3 Tpyaa oTTawmnu Cunioto 3sesay Kk 6epery, a OrHerpus,
n36aBmMBLUNCL OT rpy3a, NoONsbIf 3@ HUMK U BCKOpPE NOYYBCTBOBAN MO fanamu TBEPAYHO NOYBY.
BcTtae Ha nanbl, oH nobpen no necky K nonoromy 6epery Pe4yHoro nnemeHu.

Kakoe-To BpeMsi OH NPOCTO CTOAN, XXaAHO JIOBA pTOM BO34YyX W BblkalLnMBas BO4Y UX NErkux.
[MoToM, OTPAXHYBLUUCH, OH MeAneHHO ornsaenca B nomuckax CuHen 3ese3abl. KameHb ¢
HeBngnumkon ynoxunu ee Ha ranoky. lNpegsoguTteneHuLa He LWeBenunack, Boga CTpyMKomn
cTekana mn3 ee NPUOTKPLITOro pra.

— CuHa 3eesga! — kpukHyna Hesugumka.

— OHa ymepna? — Xpunno cnpocun OFHerI/IB 1, NowaTbliBaACh, I'IpVI6]'II/13VIJ'ICFI K HAM.



— 4 gymato, oHa... — Havan KameHb, HO ero nepebun rpoMKuin OTYaAHHbINA KPUK.
— OrHerpus! OrHerpus! Beperuce!

39710 6bIn ronoc Kpytoboka! OrHerpms pesko obepHynca n yengen 3sesgouana. lNpeasogurens
nnemeHn TeHen Heccsa No MocTy [1ByHOrux, a cnegom 3a Hum G6exxan Kpytobok. Kak Tonbko
3Be3gouan ovyTuncs Ha bepery PeuHoro nnemexun, Kpytobok oborHan ero, 3abexan snepea u,
OCKanvBLUMCb, Nperpagun nyTb.

— Hasag! — npoxpunen oH. — Tbl UX He TPOHELLb, crblwan?

ApocTb npugana OrHerpusy cun. CuHsa 3Besga HENOABWXKHO fnexana Ha pedHom Gepery, ee
NocneaHssa XXu3Hb nogoLuna K KoHuy. Yto 6bl OHa HY roBopuna B nocrneaHee BpeMsi, 4To Obl HU
Jenana, oHa ocTaBasnacbh npeaBoAUTENbHULEN, U JaXe paan cnaceHusi CBOero nnemMeHu
OrHerpuvB HUKorga He nocmern Bbl MPUHECTU B XXePTBY ee CBALLEHHYH0 XUN3Hb. Ho oHa ymepna, u
B ee cMepTu 6bin BMHOBAT 3Be3gouan!

OrHerpuB Gpocurncst BBEpX No Te4EHUI0 U ocTaHoBuncsa Boane Kpytoboka, Ha paccTtosHMmM napbl
NNCbUX XBOCTOB OT NpeasoanTens nnemexHu TeHen. Tenepb 3Be3gouan Tpwxabl nogymaer,
npexane 4em 6pocartbes Bnepea!

W TyT c3agm nocnbiwancs B3BONIHOBAHHbIN KpUK HeBuammku.

— OrHerpus! OrHerpus! OHa xwuBa!

OrHerpuB ockanun 3y6bl 1 NpoLunnen, He cBoas ropsiMx rnas co 3sesgouana:

— Cpenan elle xoTb Wwar, u 9 copoluy Tebs B peky, kak noraHoro nca! Kpytobok, He no3sonsn
eMy npubnmkarbcs!

KpyToG0Kk Monya KMBHYI U BbIMYCTWI KOFTU, @ NpeABOANUTENb NiemMeHn TeHel B 3no6HOM
Beccunum 3ackpexetan 3ybamu.

OrHerpuB 6pocuncs kK CuHen 3Besge u cknoHuncsa Hag Her. OHa No-npexXHeMy HenoaBMXKHO
nexarna Ha ranbKe, 1 NMUWb rpyab ee egsa 3amMeTHO B3gbiManach 1 onagana B TakT XpUnsibim
BOOXaM.

— CuHsa 3Besga! — npowentan OrHerpus. — Bce 6yget xopowo! Tel B 6e3onacHocTy!
CuHaga 3Besga ¢ ycunuem OTKpbina rmnasa v nocmoTpena Ha AByx PeyHbix BonHOB. Ha mur

OrHerpuBy nokasanocb, 6yaTo oHa He y3HaeT UX, HO BAPYT rnasa NpeaBoanTenbHULbI LUMPOKO
pacnaxHynucb, a B3rnsg notennen oT HEXHOCTY.



— Bbl cnacnu... MmeHs, — BblgaBuna oHa.
— W-ww! He nbitarica roeoputs! CuHAa 3Be3aa, kasanocb, He cribilwarna ero.

— £ xouy ckasaTtb BaM... 51 XO4y NONPOCKTL MPOLLEHMS. .. 3a TO, YTO OTKasanach OT Bac.
XKenygb obewan mMHe... yTo Jlyxkuua 3ameHuT Bam matb. OH ckasan, 4To oHa Gyaet nobuTb
Bac!

— OHa Bcerga nobuna Hac! — kopoTKo ckasan KameHs.

OrHerpuB Hanpsrcs. B npownein pa3 6paT ¢ cecTpon ¢ HEHaBUCTbIO NporHanu ot cebsa CuHio
3Be3ay 1 SAICHO 4anu NOHsATb, YTO HUKOrAa He NPOCTAT ee 3a To, YTO OHa caenana. Heyxenu oHn
OTBEPrHYT ee n cenyac — cnabyro, 6eCNOMOLLHYI0, YMUPAIOLLYHO?

— A ctonbkum 0bsa3aHa Jlyxuue, — ene cnbiwHo wentana Cunas 3ee3na. — En n Xenyato 3a
TO, YTO OHM BocnuTanu Bac! A cmoTpena, Kak Bbl pacTeTe, U BUAENA, KaK CHaCTNMBO NNems,
npuHaBLLee Bac! — Opoxb Npobexana no ee Teny, U oHa HeHaZonro saamonyana. — Ecnu. ..
ecnu Obl 4 NocTynuna nHaye, Bbl 0TA4anNM Obl BCE CBOU CUIbl U BEPHOCTb [[po30BOMY NnemeHu!
lMpocTuTe MeHs, NpoCTUTE, — NMXOPaaoYHO 3awenTana oHa. Hesugumka ¢ KamHem
HeyBEepPEeHHO NepernsiHynmchb.

— OHa Tak ctpagana 6e3 Bac! — He Bbigepxxan OrHerpmB. — [Npowwy Bac, npocTtute ee!

Heckonbko MrHoBeHUN GpaT ¢ cecTpon konebanuck. 3ateMm HeBuamMmka nepeasi cCKrnoHuna
rofioBy M NU3Hyrna matb B nne4vo. — Mol npowaem 1ebs, CuHasa 3eBesna, — npollenTtana oHa.

— Mol npowaem Tebs, — axomM oTo3Basncs KameHb.

CuHsaa 3Be3ga ene CnblWHO 3aypyana oT pagoctv, a OrHerpmBe nyb pacTporaHHO 3amoprarn,
Korga ABoe PeyHbIX BOMHOB CKITOHUITUCL HaA ero NpeaBoAnTENbHULEN N BNEPBLIE B XXU3HU
NPUHSANUCb BbINN3bIBaTb €€ MOKPYH CEPYI0 LLEPCTb.

Ipo3Hoe pblvaHue Kpytoboka 3actaBuno OrHerpuea 06epHYTbHCSH, M OH yBUAEN, YTO 3BE3goLarn
BCe-Taku caenan war B HanpasneHun 6epera. Kazanocb, OrpoMHble SSHTapHble rnasa
npeaBoanTenst BOT-BOT BbICKOYAT 13 OpOUT OT M3ymneHus. HakoHewu-TO OH y3Han TaviHy ABYyX
[PO30BbIX KOTAT, OTAAHHbBIX Ha BocnuTaHue B PeyHoe nnems! Tenepb OH 3Har, 4YTo 310 6bInn 3a
KOTSATa, U KTO BbiNa nx mMathb.

— He npubnwuxarics, 3esesgouan! — npowwunen OrHerpme. — Tebs 310 He kacaeTtcd. CHoBa
obepHyBLINCL K CuHen 3Be3ae, OH yBUAEN, YTO rmasa NpeaBoAnTENbHULbI YCTano 3akpblnCh,
a OblxaHune cTano YacTbiM 1 NPepbIBUCTbIM.



— YT0 Ham genaTb?! — B3BONMHOBAHHO 3allenTana Hesnanmka. — Y Hee ocTanacb nocrnegHsas
XW3Hb, a 40 narepsi [po30BoOro NemeHn en yxe He gobpatbca!l MoxeT ObiTb, KTO-HUOYAb U3
Bac cberaet 3a LenuTenbHULLEen?

— Cnuwkom no3gHo, OrHerpms, — nporoBopwn KameHb, 1 ronoc ero npo3syyar HeoXXnaaHHo
TMXO U CKOpOHO. — OHa Ha nyTu B 3Be3gHOE Nnems.

— Het! — 3akpuyuan OrHerpuB. OH 6pocuncs k CuHen 3sesae, ner pagom ¢ HEW Ha MOKpbIe
KaMHUM 1 npwxancsa nogbopoakom k ee rornoBe. — Cunasa 3ee3ga! CuHsasa 3eesaa, ovHUCk! A ¢
TOOOW, Mbl MOMOXeM Tebe, TONbKO NPOAEPKNUCH EeLLe HEMHOXEYKO!

CuHsis 3Be3ga ¢ ycunueM npuoTKpbifia BeKM 1 nocMoTpena — Ho He Ha OrHerpuea, a kyaa-To
CKBO3b HEr0, CTOBHO OMNSITb BMAENa YTO-TO, HEAOCTYMNHOE KoladbeMy B3opy. Barnsag ee 6bin
HEMNPUBBLIYHO SICEH N CMOKOEH.

— Xenyab, — npowenTana Cunada 3esesga. — Tl npuwien 3a MHon? A rotoBsa.

— Het! — cHoBa kpukHyn OrHerpme. OH nNo3abbin 0 MyunTenbHon 6onesHn CuHen 3eesabl
OonbLle He NOMHUN 0 cBoux obnaax. Cendac CuHas 3Be3na cHoBa Obina GrnaropogHon
npegsoauTenbHULEN, MyOpPOM N ONbITHON HaCTaBHULEN, KOTOpas yduna n BoCnuTbiBasna ero,
Korga KpoLleYHbIM KOTEHKOM OH BnepBble o4yTuncs B (po3oBoM nnemeHu. 3se3aHoe nnems
oKasarno e Benu4yanwyo MunocTb. CruHssa 3Besda yxogmna B CyMpak CMepTU TaK Xe
AobnecTHo, Kak »Xuna, oTaae XW3Hb paan cnaceHust COOCTBEHHOIO NIIEMEHMN.

— CuHaa 3Bes3aa, He nokmaan Hac! — ymonstowe npoiwentan OrHerpums.

— A pomxkHa, — ene CnbllWHO OTo3Banach nNpeasoauTenbHuUA. — OTO Obina Mosi nocneaHsas
outea, OrHerpus. — OHa 3agpixanacb, U Kaxgoe CroBO 4aBariocb €/ C OFPOMHbIM TPY4OM. —
A Bupena ceoe nnems Bo3ne Harpetbix KamHen... A Buaena, kak cunbHble noMoranu cnabbim
n obeperanu ux...

£ 3Hana, 4To MoK rnawlararn noeen BOMHOB Ha GUTBY CO CBOPOW... M Torga st Bopyr noHsana...
4YTO MOE nnems Bce 3To BpeMs Obinio BepHbIM. U 51 noBepuna, 4to 3Be3aHble Npeakn He
OTBEPHYNUCb OT Hac. A NoHsAna... — ronoc ee copsancs, n CuHasa 3Be3ga Hagonro 3aamonyana.
— 4 noHsana, YTO He CMOry OCTaBUTb Bac OOHUX nepen NULOM CMepTerbHON ONacHOCTMW.

— Cunsaa 3esesga! — ropsido wentan OrHerpumB. [0NocC ero gpoxarn OT ropeyn NpeacTosLen
pasnyku, HO cepALe rotoBo ObiNo NYCTUTLCSA BCKa4Yb OT pagocTu. Tenepb OH 3Han, 4To CuHas
3Be3na bonblue He cuMTaeT ero npegarenem!

CwuHsia 3Be3ga ¢ TpyaoM 3agepkana Ha Hem yracarowmi B3rnsg, u OrHerpmey novygunocs,
OyaTo oH BMAMT B ee rmasax mepuaHne CepebpsiHoro Mosica.



— OroHb cnaceT nnems, — npowenTtana CuHss 3Be3aa crioBa TaMHCTBEHHOIO NPOPOYECTBa,
KOTOpOE 3Han Kaxapbin KOT B [p030BOM nnemMeHn. — Tbl HUKOF4a HE NOHUMar, BEpHO? — C
TPyaom ynbibHynacb oHa. — Tbl HUYEro He NOHAN Aaxe Toraa, koraa s gana Tebe nms
opyXeHocua... A Begb s Tak U HasBana 1edsa — OroHek... CTblgHO cka3aTb, HO Oblfo Bpems,
Korga n 9 3acoMHeBanach. OTo 6bino, Koraa noxap YHUYTOXWUN Haw narepb. Ho Tenepb 51 3Hato
npasay. A Bepto... OrHerpme, Tbl 1 €CTb TOT OMOHb, YTO OAHaXAbl cnaceT [Po30Boe Nnems.

OrHerpuvB nNuLLb MofYa CMOTPEN Ha CBOK NpeasoanTenbHuly. EMy kasanock, 6yato Teno ero
o6paTunock B kKameHb. [1e-To BbICOKO, Haa ero rofioBow, BeTep pasopBar nenexy Tyd, u
COJTHEYHbIE NyYn, MPOCOYMBLUNCE CKBO3b NMPOPEXU, OKpaACUIv NiiaMeHeM ero pbiXkyto LWepCTb —
TOYHO TaK e, KaK B TOT Aanekuil IeHb, Koraa OH BriepBble 04yTUrcs B [PO30BOM MNeMEHM. ..

— Tbl Oygelwb cnaBHbIM NpeasoanTenem, — ene crbllwHo wenTtana CuHssa 3sesga. — OgHum
N3 BENUYanLLMX, Kakux Korga-nnbo 3Han Hail nec...

Tenno TBOEro orHA cbepexet [po3oBoe Nnems, a spoCTb 3aWmUTUT ero. A Bepio B Tebs,
6yaywwun OrHessesa, cBeT po3oBoro nnemeHun!

— Hert! — ymonstowe npowentan OrHerpus. — A He cmory! A He cmory 6e3 Tebs, CuHss
3Be3pnal

Ho 6bino yxe crnmwkom nosgHo. CuHss 3Be3ga 6e3mMaTexxHO B34OXHYNa, U rnasa ee noracnu.
HeBunanmka co caaBneHHbIM KPUKOM YTKHYNacb HOCOM B MatepuHckuii 6ok. KameHb, CKOpGHO
CKITOHMB rONoBY, BCTan psaoMm.

— CuHsaa 3eesgal — B oT4asiHum nossan OrHerpus, HO eMy HUKTO HE OTBETUN.
MpeasoguTenbHuua MPO30BOro NNeMeHW oTaana CBOK NOCMEAHION XXU3Hb 1 OTNpaBunach
OXOTUTLCS CO 3BE3AHLIMY NpeaKamu.

OrHerpuB ¢ TPyAOM NOAHANCSA HA OHEMEBLUME Nanbl U, MOKaYHYBLUKCH, rMy6OKO BNWUCSA KOrTAMU
B 3eMt0. Y HEro BApYr Tak CUIbHO 3aKpyXXunach ronosa, YTo OH Ha MUr ucnyrancs, 6yaTto
npoBanutcsa Npsimo B Hebo. OT cTpaxa LWepcTb Y HEero nogHanach gbioom, a cepgue
3aKOMOTUIIOCh TaK BbICTPO, CITIOBHO XOTENO BbICKOUYNTL U3 FPYAMW.

— OrHerpuB! — ycnbiwan oH coBcem psgom ronoc Kpytob6oka. — OrHerpums!

Cepbit BOMH oTowen oT 3Be3gouana 1 Monya npubnuannca K MepTBOMY Teny CBOEWN
npeasoanTenbHuLbl. MNMoctoss Hag Hen, KpyTobok nosepHyncsa k OrHerpmsy, U TOT C
n3ymneHnem ysuaen B ero rnasax 4to-to, noxoxee Ha 6naroroseHve. Barnaabl apysen
BCTpeTUnncb — 1 KpyTo6OK HU3KO CKMOHMI rofnoBy B xecTe rmyboyaniwiero nodyteHnsa. OrHerpus
B CTpaxe NonsiTuricsi, He B Cunax BbIMONBUTL HY cnoBa. Cenvyac eMy Kak HMKoraa Hy>KHO 6bino
Tenno nx NpexxHen, NpocTon ApyxObl, @ He NPU3HAKN YBaXXEHWS, KOTOPble BOVH OKa3blBaeT
cBoeMy npegsoauTento!



3a cnuHon Kpytoboka OrHerpuB yBuaen 3sesgouana. Npegeogutens nnemeHn TeHen B ynop
CMOTpEn Ha YeTBEpPbIX KOTOB, CTOSIBLUMX Ha pe4HOM Gepery, 1 B AHTapHbIX rMnasax ero ropena
HEeHaBUCTb, CMELLaHHas C YeM-TO, NOXOXNM Ha nsymnexue. MNMpexae yem OrHerpms ycnen
YTO-TO CKa3aTb, 3Be30Lan NOBEPHYICHA, BCKOYMIT HA MOCT [JByHOrMx 1 nobexan B CTOPOHY
TeppuTopumn nnemMeHn TeHen.

OrHerpuB He cTan ero npecnegoBaTtb. Cenyac 6b110 He Bpems AN1s CBEAEHUS CTapblX CHETOB.
OH pgomkeH 6bin cCHavYana ycnokouTb CBOE HanyraHHoe, 3arHaHHoe NemMs U BEpPHYTb ero
obpaTtHo B narepb. Ho po3oBoe nnemsi HUKorga He 3abyaeT Toro, YTO COBEPLUWIT CEroaHS
3Be3gouan!

— Hy>xHO nprBeCTM OCTanbHbIX BOMHOB, — pe3ko ckasan OrHerpus, obpawiasck Kk KpyToboky.
— Mol gomkHbl oTHecTH Teno CuHen 3eesabl 06paTHO B narepsb.

KpyTo60K CHOBa NOYTUTENBHO CKIOHWI FrONOBY.

— Xopowwo, OrHerpus.

— Mbl NoHeceM ee, — HeOXMAaHHO ckasan KameHb, obopaunsasicb k [p030BbIM BOMHAM.

— Mol ¢ 6patom co4vTeMm 3a vyecTb, — gobasuna Hesngumka, n OrHerpme yBmMaen ropeys B ee
nevanbHbIX ronybbix rnasax. — A xovy yBUAETb, Kak Hala MaTb HauaeT NocneaHnii Nokon B
CBOEM MfIEMEHW.

— Cnacunbo Bam! — ropsavo otossarncsa OrHerpus. [My60oKo B34OXHYB, OH MOAHSINCSA U OTPSIXHYI
NOACbIXatoLyto WwepcTb. Bnepeble OH NoYyBCTBOBaN Ha cBouX nrnedvax 6pems cyabbbl [po3oBoro
nnemMeHn 1 NOHSM, YTO roTOB BblAepXKaTb 3TOT rpya.

Tenepb oH 6bIN NpegsoanTenemM MPO30BOro NnemMeHn. HanyraHHas CMepTbio CBOEro BOXaKa,
CBOpa MOKMHyma fnec, a 3Ha4uT, BCe Nnems, uenoe n HeBpeammoe, oxunaaetcs ero 'y Harpetbix

KamHen. Tam xget ero n lNecyaHas byp4.

— MNownu! — ckasan OrHerpme KpyTtob6oky. — NMNopa Bo3BpalatbLCcs 4OMON.



