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Araty KpicTi B ycbOMy CBIiTi 3HalOTb SIK KOponeBy AeTekTuBY. bnuabko Minbapaa NpUMIpHUKIB i
TBOPIB NpOgaHO aHrMilCbKOK MOBOID, ille OAMH MiNbApa — Y nepeknagi cta iHo3eMHUMU
MoBamMu. BoHa — HannonynspHilWmMiM aBTop ycix Yacis. 3a KiNbKiCTIO nepeBuaaHb ii KHUMM
nocTynatoTbea nuwwe Bibnii Ta TBopam LLekcnipa. i nepy HanexaTb BiciMaecsT AeTEKTUBHUX
poMaHiB i 36ipok OMnoBigaHb, AEeB’ATHAAUATL M'ecC i WiCTb PpOMaHIB, HAaNUCaHMX Nig NCeBOOHIMOM



Mepi BecTmelkoT.

Mepwun pomaH Aratu KpicTi — « TaemHuda npuroga 8 Ctannsi» — HanncaHo HanpukiHui MNepLioi
CBITOBOI BiliHW, Y K NTMCbMEHHULA Opana y4acTb y CKradi BONIOHTEPCbKOro MEANYHOMO 3aroHy.
Y uboMy pomaHi BoHa ctBopuna obpas Epkions MNyapo — maneHbkoro 6enbrincbkoro AeTeKkTMBa,
SIKOMY CYAWUSIOCSA CTaT HaN3HaAMEHUTILLMM repoeM fitepaTtypu AeTEKTUBHOIO KaHpy Nicns
Lepnoka MNonmca. Lier pomaH 6yno ony6nikoBaHo y BuaaBHuuTBi «boani-feg» 1920 poky.

Micnsa uboro Arata KpicTi Wopoky Bunyckana no KHwxui, a 1926 poky — wenesp «YOGUBCTBO
Popxepa Ekpongar. To 6yna ii neplia kHura y BugaBHUUTBI «KoniH3y, WO 3anovaTtkyBana ixHio
nNiaHy n edpeKTUBHY cniBnpawto, sika Tpueana maTaecaT pokiB i nopoauna CiMaecaT KHUL.
«YbusctBo Pogkepa Ekponga» — Le Takox neplua kHura Aratum KpicTi, gaky 6yno iHcueHoBaHO —
3a Ha3Bo «AniGi» — N yCriLWHO NOCTAaBMNEHO Ha CLEHi OQHOro 3 NNIOHAOHCHKUX TeaTpis
BecTt-EHay. «lMacTka Ha muweny — HaMcnaBeTHIWA n'eca NMCbMEHHMLI — Byna BnepLue
noctaeneHa 1952 p. i He cxoanTb 3i CUEHU NPOTAroM HanUTPMBaniWOoro B icTopii TeaTpanbHUX
BMCTaB 4acy.

Y 1971 p. Arata Kpicti otpumana tutyn Jamu BputaHcekoi Imnepii. Momepna 1976 p., i kinbkKa ii
TBOpPIB BUALLINM APYKOM NOCMepPTHO. HanycniwHiwwni 6ectcenep nucbMeHHUUi — « CoHHe
BOMBCTBO» — 3'sIBMBCS APYKOM OELLO 3rO40M, TOrO X Taku PoKy, NiCns 4oro BUALLAW ii
aBTobiorpacisa Ta 36ipka onosigaHb «OcTaHHi cnpasu mic Mapnn», «lpuroga B 3atoui
MoneHsa» 1 «[lokn TpmBae cBiTno». Y 1998 p. «4opHa kaBa» cTana nepLioto 3 m'ec Aratu
KpicTi, Ha ctoxeTi akoi iHwun asTop, Yapna OcbopH, BnbOyayBaB CBil pOMaH.

MyHkKi, Skin o Bnogobu TpaguuinHi 4eTeKTUBHI icTopii, BOMBCTBO, AidHaHHA Ta nigospa, Lo
nagae Ha BCix No yepasi!

Posgin nepwwin. JokTop Wennapg

Micic ®eppac nomepna BHOYI YeTBepra i3 WiCTHaguUATOro Ha cCiMHaguaTe BepecHsi. 1o meHe
nocranun o BOCbMill roAWHI paHKy MaTHUUI ciMHagusaToro. MeHi HiYoro He Baanocsa yaiaTu: BoHa
nomepna 3a Kifibka roanH 4o Moro npmuxogy.

MwuHyno nuwe Kinbka XBWUiWH MO OEB’ATIN, a S BXXe NOBEepHYBCs Aogomy. BigiMkHyB BXigHi ABepi
Ta HABMMWCHO TPOXW 3arasiBCsi B XOfi, BilLAKOYM Kanentox i nerke nansto, 3aB6aynvBo OfsrHyTe,



Wob 3axmMCcTMTUCA Bif CBITAHKOBOIO X004y paHHbOi oceHi. Hacnpasai s 6yB oyXe 3aCMydYeHUM i
CXBUNbOBaHUM. BusHato, Togi 1 we He mir nepegdavmTti Nogin NoganbLUnX KinbKOX TUXKHIB. |
HaBiTb He HamaraBcs Lboro 3pobutn. OaHak iHTYyiUia HawinTyBana MeHi, Wo nonepeay
HECMNOKINHI Yacu.

3 iganbHi, no niBun Gik Big MeHe, ByNo YyTK A3EHbLKIT YaMHMX YaLLOK i Cyxe MOKaLUOBAHHA MOei
cecTtpu KeponanH.

— [xenmMce, TO TU? — ryKHyna BOHa.

[nBHe 3anuTaHHs, Komy 6 To we 6yTn. BiaBepTto Kaxyun, came 4yepes cecTpy S 1 3aTpMmMaBcs y
xoni. [lesi3 poauHu maHrycrTis, sik nucas Kinnidr, ue: «MMign ta gisHanca». Axkwo KeponaiH
KOnucb BUPILWNTL MaTu rep6, s 6e3ymMoBHO Nopaaxy in 306pasmTn MaHrycTa, LWo CTOoiTb Ha
3agHix nanax. MNMeplwy YacTnHy racna MoxHa 6yno 6u nponyctntn: KeponawmH cnpomMoxHa
Ai3HaTMCA WO 3aBrogHo, CNoKiMHO cuaaym Baoma. A He 3Halo, §K i e BOaeTbcs, ane ue Tak.
Migosptoto, Lo ii possigka — To npucnyra 1 Toprosui. Konn KeponanH BUMXoauTb, BOHA He
30upae HOBUHW, a NoLmMpioe iX. | Ha LbOMY BOHA Takn 3HAETLCS.

BnacHe, came Taka ii ocobnusicTb i 6yna npu4MHOK MOiX HanagiB TPMBOrK. Xaw Lo A 3apas He
posnoBiB 6u KeponaiH npo cmepTb Micic eppac, 3a niBrognHun nNpo Le 3Hatume Bce ceno. Ak
daxiBeLb £, 3BiCHO, Hamararocs octepiratncb. Ocb YOMY 3BUK 3aBXOW NPUXOBYBATU Bif cecTpu
BCIO MOXNMBY iHhopMaLito. 3a3Bu4yan in ogHaKoBO BCe CTae BigOMO, NPOTE S OTPUMYHO
MoparnbHe 3a0BOSIEHHS Bif, YCBIJOMMNEHHS, WO TO HE MO MPOBUHA.

Yonogik micic Peppac nomep Tpoxu bGinbLue sK pik Tomy, a KeponanH HEBTOMHO cTBepaxye (6e3
Oyab-SIKMX Ha Te nigcTas), WO MOoro oTpyina apyxuHa.

BoHa irHopye Moi He3MiHHi 3anepeyeHHs, Wwo mictep Peppac NomMep Big rOCTPOro racTpury,
SKOMY NOCNPUSASIO XPOHIYHE 3MOBXUBaAHHS arikoronbHUMKU HanosMu. CUMNTOMM racTpuTy
OTPYEHHS MULL’SIKOM — TYT S MOFOMKYHOCS — AyXe Cxoxi, ane KeponanH BnubygoBye CBOI
3BUHYBAYE€HHS Ha 30BCIM iHLUMX NPUNYLLEHHAX.

— Jlnwe nogmBucs Ha Hei, — NOCTINHO YyI0 Bif CcecTpu.
Micic ®eppac, nonpu He nepLuy MonoaicTb, Oyna gyxe NpmBabnmBoOO XiHKOK, 3aBXan
OOSITHEHOHO, XOM | HEBUraASIMBO, NPOTE 3i CMaKoM. YTiMm, Garato XiHOK KynytoTb ogar y Mapwxi,

Ta He 00OB’A3KOBO Yepes Lie OTPYOTb CBOIX YOIOBIKIB.

Hepiwy4ye cToqum B Xoni 3 TakuMy AyMKamu B roroBi, 9 3HOBY NovyB ronioc KeponanH — uboro
pasy i3 pi3KiluMMn HOTKaMu:

— [bxenmce, Wo M Tam pobuw? Yomy He ngew cHigatmn?



— Came ngy, noba, — nokBannmMeo 03BaBcA A. — Bilwas nansTo.
— 3a e Yac T1 Mir 61 3 4ecAaTOK nansT NoBiCUTW.
li npaBoa. Mir 6u.

YBINLWOBLIN A0 iAanbHi, s 3BU4HO YMOKHYB KepornaiH y Liyky Ta B3siBCA cHigatn 6eKoHOM i3
AnuamMn. bekoH yxe oxonos.

— Y Tebe OyB paHHi BMKNKK, — 3ayBaxuna KeponaiH.

— Tak, — BignosiB s1. — Y «KoponiBcbky ransasuHy». Micic deppac.
— 3Hato, — MoBMNna cecTpa.

— 3BigKku 3Haew?

— MeHi ckazana EHHi.

EHHi — nokoieka. Muna gisdunHa, ane HeBunpaBHa Ganakyxa.

3anana tuwa. A npogoexyBas icTv 6ekoH 3 anuamMu. KiHumk 4OBroro n TOHKOro CECTPUHOIO
HOCa ax cinaBcs, SK 3aBxaun 6yBano, Konu LWOCh ii LikaBMno Yn XBuoBarso.

— Hy? — 3anvTtana BoHa.

— Mpukpun Bunagok. Hivoro He Baiell. BovyeBnab, BOHa noMepna BBi CHi.
— 3Hato, — noBTOpPMMa cecTpa.

Liboro pasy s posgpaTtyBaBcs.

— T He MOXeLl 3HaTW, — BUXONUIOCSA B MeHe. — A 1 caM He 3HaB, Konu JicTaBca Tyau, a 4 e
Hikomy He roBopwmBs. Konu usa giBunHa, EHHI, 3Hae, To BOHa, NeBHe, NPOBMANLS.

— MeHi ckasana He EHHi, a MonoyHuK. BiH no4vyB ue Big KyxoBapkn ®eppac.

Ak a Bxe sragysBaB, KeponaiiH, abu wock gisHatucs, He Tpeba HaBiTb Buxogutn. BoHa cngntb
yaoMa, a HOBUHW NAUHYTb 0 Hei cami.

— Big yoro BoHa nomepna? — npogoexyBana cectpa. — CepueBa HeOCTaTHICTb?

— A UbOro MOJSIOMHUK HE CKa3aB? — CapKacCTn4HoO nouikaBmecs 1.



He BapTo mMapHyBaTu capkasm Ha KeposnaiiH: BOHa BCe cnpuiMae Cepmo3HO Ta HanexHo
Bignosinae.

— BiH He 3HaB, — nosicHMNa BoOHa.
3pewwToto, KeponaiH Taku gosigaetbcs. Kpalle novytu Big meHe.

— CmepThb Big nepeno3yBaHHA BepoHanom. OCTaHHIM YacoM BOHa nuna noro Big 6€3COHHS.
MabyTb, BUNuna 3aBenuky 4osy.

— HiceHiTHnus, — HeranHo Bugana KeponawH. — BoHa 3pobuna ue HaBmucHe. | He cynepey MeHi!

LlikaBo, L0 KON BN TaeMHO NepeKkoHaHi B Je4OMY, NPOoTe He Xo4eTe Lboro BU3HaTu, To
noymMHaeTe MTOo 3anepeyyBaTty, NoYYBLUM Lie Bif KOroch iHWoro. A Bigpasy x o6ypuscs.

— Tw 3HOBY 3a cBOe, — AOPiKHYB 4. — KBanuLics NanHyTH Hi cino Hi Bnano. 3 gKkoro Le anea Micic
deppac Bupilwmna NOKiHYMTY XUTTS camorybcTsom? YooBa, Lie A0BOsi Moioga, 3aMoXHa, npu
nobpomy 3gopos’i. >Kueu i Haconogkyncs. bearnysas sikecob.

— 30BCiM Hi. HaBiTb T MaB 61 NOMITUTK, Ik BOHA 3MiHMnacs. Lle TpuBano gecb ynpogoBx
OCTaHHiX niBpoky. Cxoxe, ii Myunnu kowmapu. Ty cam LWOWHO BM3HAB, L0 BOHA HE Morna
3aCHyTHU.

— TBil giarHo3? — cnokirHo 3anutaBs . — HewacHa ntobos., ragato?

Mos cecTpa noxmutana rornoBsolo.

— Myku coBicTi, — i3 Haconogow BUMOBMMA BOHA.

— Myku cosicTi?

— Tak. T He NOBIpMB MeHI, KON 9 roBopuna, Lo TO BOHa OTpYina cBOro Yosnosika. Tenep S
BMEeBHEHa K HiKonu.

— He gymato, Wwo M MmcnuLl norivyHo, — ckasae s. — Hacnpasgai, Skbu xiHka HaBaxkmnacs Ha
TaKui 3ro4MH, SIK yOGUBCTBO, TO XONOQHOKPOBHO HAconomXysanacsi 61 nnogamm cBOro BYMHKY,
He nepenmaloynChb TakoK OYPHYBATOK CEHTUMEHTASBLHICTIO, SIK AOKOPU CYMITIHHS.

KeponainH noxmutana rosioBoto.

— Moxe, Taki XiHKN i iCHyIOTb, ane micic Peppac 4o HMX He Hanexana. BoHa 6yna knybkom
HepBgiB. HecTpuMHe GaxkaHHs1 3Mycunno ii No3byTnca cBOro Yonoeika: BoHa Oyna He 3 TUX, XTO



30aTHUN BUTPUMYBATU CTpaxdaHHA. A HEMae XO4HMX CYMHIBIB, LLO APYXMHA Takoro 4YonoBika,
sk Ewni ®eppac, HeBUMOBHO cTpaxaana...

A kKMBHYB.

— | BigTOAI Te, WO BOHA cKoina, nepecnigysano ii. He Moxy He xanitu ii.

CymHiBatocs, wo KeponaiH xo4 Tpoxu xanina micic ®eppac 3a ii xxutta. Tenep, KOonm xiHka
nepeHecnacs Tyau, ae (MMOBIpHO) He 3MOXe HOCUTW Napu3bkux o6HOBOK, KeponaiH rotosa
003BONUTK COBI HiXKHI NOYYTTA XKant Ta PO3yMiHHSI 4O Hei.

£ 3aneBHMB i, WO cama gymKa npo ue — 6esrnysga. A mycus Hanonsiratn, 60 B gyLi 1 cam
norogKyBaBCsi NPUHAMMHI 3 YaCTUHOI ckasaHoro. Ane Hegobpe, wo KeponaiH ocarHyna icTuHy
NPOCTO HaTXHEHHa 3goragkamu. A He 3bupascs 3aoxo4vyBaTu Take. BoHa npongeTbes cenom,
PO3MNOBCIOXKYHOYM CBOK TOYKY 30pY, @ BCi BBaXXaTUMyTb, LLO ii NIArPYHTA — MeanyHa iHpopmaLis

Bif MeHe. XKntts — ue BunpobyBaHHS!

— OypHuui! — BurykHyna KeponaiiH y BignoBigb Ha MOi KpUTUYHI 3ayBaxeHHs. — LLle noGaumnu.
CTtaBnto gecaTb (PyHTIB NpOTM O4HOrO, WO BOHAa 3anuviuna nncT-cnosigb.

— BoHa He 3anuwana Hisikoro nucTa, — 3onany KMHyB §1, He nogyMaBLuu, Yim obepHeTbes Ans
MeHe Le 3i3HaHHS.

— O! — Bngana KeponawH. — To Tv Taku uikaBuscs, ere x? [bxenmce, 1 BNeBHEHa, rmMnuboko B
AyLWi TV BBaXaeL TaK camMo, fK i 8. A T ctapui i XuTpui nuc!

— 3aBxauv BapTo NpunyckaTn MOXNUBICTb camorybcTsa, — Bigkapbysas 4.
— Byne poscnigyBaHHS NpUYnH cMepTi?

— MoxnuBo. Lle 3anexuTtb Big 6aratbox peven. [1na poscnigyBaHHs 4OCTATHBO, LWOO A 3
abCoOnNOTHO BNEBHEHICTIO KOHCTATYBaB, WO HagMipHY 403y BUNUTO BUMAAKOBO.

— A T abCconTHO BNEBHEHMI? — NPOHUKITMBO 3anuTarna cectpa.

A He Bignosis. MpocTo BCTaB 3-3a CTONY.

Posgin apyrmi. XTo e x10 y KiHr3-EGGOoTi



[onoku NnpogoBXy po3nosigaTtv Npo Te, Wo A ckasaB KeponaliH i Wwo BoHa ckasana MeHi, 6yno 6
no6pe, Wwob B Manu Xod SIKeCb ySBMEHHS NPO Hally, Tak 6u moBuTK, Micuesy reorpadito. Hawe
ceno KiHr3-E660T, ragato, cxoxe Ha byab-ake iHwe ceno. Hanbnwxkye Benuke mMicto —
KpaH4yecTep — Big Hac 3a 4eB’ATb MWMb. Y Hac € Benuka 3ari3Hn4yHa CTaHLUid, HeBenu4yka nowTa
" oBa «YHiBepmarun», Wo KOHKYPYIOTb Mk co60t0. MpauesaaTtHi Yonoeiku 3a3Buyan iwe
3amonofy BMpYLLAKTb i3 HALLIOro cerna Ha NoLyKu Kpawloi 4oni, a TyT npoxunsae 6arato
CaMOTHiX neAi Ta BINCbKOBUX Y BiAcTaBLi. Hawe o3Binns i possarn MOXHa nigcymysaT OQHUM
CITOBOM — «MMITKNY.

Y KiHr3-E660Ti e Tinbkun gsa BapTi yBarn oyamHkn. OanH — «KoponiBcbka ranssmHa,
3anuweHumn Micic deppac ii NoKIMHUM YonoBiKOM. IHWKIA, «[Mapk nanopoTiy, HanexuTs Pogxepy
Exkponay. Ekpong 3aBxan LikaBuB MeHe K YOrOBiK, KM y3arani He HaragyBaB CiflbCbKOro
ckBaupa, xan akumm 6u Bu ix He yaBnanu. BiH paglwe ckmgaBcsa Ha 0QHOrO 3 TUX PYyM’ SSHOLLIOKMX
CMOPTCMEHIB, SAKi 3aBXan 3’ABNANNCSA Ha NOYaTKy NEpLLOro akTy CTapoOMOLHOI My3MYHOI KoMegii,
[is SIKOi pO3ropTaeTbCA Ha CinbCbKOMY BUFOHI, | 3a3BMYan crniBanu NicHo npo Te, Wo
3bupatotbea 0o JloHaoHa. Tenep Mn MaeMo pPeBIO, a CifbCbKi CKBANPU BUNLLIAN i3 MY3UYHOI
MOAM.

BnacHe, Ekpong HacnpaBgi 1 He ckBanp. BiH ayxe ycnilwHWn BUPOBHMK (KO HE MOMUIAOCS)
BaroHHMX koric. Yonogik nig n’atgecart, i3 pyM’ ssHUM 00nmyysm i 4OOpOoAYLHNM XapakTepom,
Hepo3NMMBOAA i3 CiINbCbKMM CBSALLEHMKOM, LLIeapo XepTBye Ha LepKoBHI poHam (xoya, 3a
YyyTKaMu, ay>xe CKynuin y ocobuctmx Butparax), NigTpumye 3amaraHHs 3 KpUKeTy, knybwv ans
IOHaKiB i cninkun BeTepaHiB-iHBanigis. MNMpakTUYHO, BiH — XUTTA Ta AyLua HALLIOro MUPHOIo
KiHrs-E660Ta.

Y aBagustb oguH Poaxep Exkpong 3akoxaBcs y BPOAJSIMBY XiHKY, POKIB Ha M'ATb-LIICTb CTapLuy
3a HbOrO, 1 0ApYXMBCA 3 Heto. BoHa mana npissuule MNenToH i 6yna BooBow 3 AUTUHOLO. IcTopis
Toro wnoby KopoTka Ta 6onicHa. Hanpaegy micic Ekpong 6yna ankoronidkoto. Yepes yoTtupum
POKM MNiCNsi BECINMS arkororb 3arHas ii y Moruny.

YnpogoBx noganbLlunx pokis Ekpong He BusBnaB 6axxaHHA Bopyre cnidHaTy pagoLuis Lwnoby.
CwuHOBI opyXuHu Big ii nepioro wntoby Ha yac, konv noMmepra noro Matu, 0yno nuwie cim.
Tenep oMy ABagusaTb MATb. EKpora 3aBxam BBaXkaB MOro CBOIM CMHOM i BignNoBigHO
BMXOBYBaB. Arle XJ1I0M4YnHa TOM BMPIC CBABIfIbHUM, TOX € MOCTINHUM AXepenom TpUBOr i Typ6oT
cBoro BiT4Mma. MNonpu Bce, yci mu B KiHr3-E660Ti ayxe ntobumo Panbdga lMenToHa. Xova 6
TOMY, WO BiH NpnBabnvMBunN rOHaKk.

Ak 9 BXXe roBOpMB paHille, y HalWoMmy ceni nonbnawTe nniTkysaTtu. LLe Bigpasy BCi 3ayBaxunu,
wo mictep Ekpong i micic ®eppac ayxe nobpe nagHatoTb. 1o cmepTi ii Yonosika 6rnm3bKicTb
cTana e noMiTHiwo. OCKiNbKM iX NOCTINHO Gaunnm pa3om, yci raganu, LWo nicns xanobu micic
®eppac ctaHe micic Pomxkep Ekpong. BnacHe, ue Mano sKyCb y3romxXeHicTb: ApyXuHa Poaxepa
Ekponga nomepna Big nuauTea, a Ewni ®eppac 6yB n’siHIOro Npotsirom 6aratboX PoKiB 4o
cBoei cmepTi. [MacyBano, Wwobu Ui ABi XXepTBM 3MOBXMBAHHS ankororneM KoMneHcyBann ogHe



OOHOMY BCe, YOro iM OBenocs 3asHaTy y nonepeaHix wnobax.

Cim’'a deppac nepeixana ctogu noHag pik Tomy, a ot Ekpong yxe 6arato pokiB XXUB TyT y Opeorni
yyToK. [loku pic i My>HiB Panbd MentoH, y 6yanHky Ekporiga 3miHMAoCS Kiflbka eKOHOMOK, i Ha
KOXHY 3 HUX KeponaiH i3 npuaTtenbkamun ansmnucs 3 nigo3poto. He 6yae nepebinblieHHAM
ckasaTu, WO NpUHaNMHI MSATHaAUATb POKIB yCe Ceno BNEBHEHO O4iKyBasio Ha OgpYKeHHs
Ekponpaa 3 ogHieto 3i cBoix ekoHoOMOoK. OcTaHHSA 3 HUX, Hebesne4vHa XiHka Ha iM’st Mic Paccen,
LaptoBana TyT sik NOBHOMpPaBHa rocnoguHsa m’aTb POKiB — yABiYi AoBLUE 3a Oyab-AKYy 3 i
nonepeaHvub. BBaxanu, wo, skbu He nosea micic Peppac, Ekpong HaBpsg UM YHUKHYB 61
Becinng. Lle Ta we ogHa obcTtaBuHa — HecnogiBaHe NnpubyTTa 3 KaHaam OBLOBINOI HEBICTKM
Ekponga 3 goukoto. Micic Cecin Ekpong, yoosa monoaworo 6pata-HeBgaxum, ooxunacs B
«[Napky nanopoTi» i, Ha AyMKy KeponauH, noctasuna mic Paccen Ha HanexHe Mmicue.

£ He 3Hal0 JOCTEMEHHO, L0 Take «HanexHe Micue» (3By4uTb XONOAHO Ta HENPUEMHO), NpoTe
3Halo, Wo Mic Paccen xoauThb i3 nigibraHnmm rydamm n Bupa3om obnmyys, Skum Moxy
cxXapaKTepu3yBaTu SK igka NOCMiLlKa, i o BUCIOBKOE MMOOKY cumMnarTito 4o «Nboi micic
Ekpong, 3anexHoi Big munocTi 6paTa ii Yonosika. Xnib noxxepTB TakWM ripkni, 4n He Tak? A
ocobucTto novyBanacs 6 xantorigHo, Skou He 3apobnana cobi Ha NPOXUTTAY.

He 3Hato gymku micic Cecin Exkpong npo 3axonneHHs ®eppac, ane, Bo4eBMab, ANs Hei BUTiGHO,
wob Ekpong Tak i He 0apYXMUBCS, XO4a BOHa 3aBXAW BMABMANIa ocobnuey no6’a3HICTb, Mano He
3axonseHHs, nig 4ac 3yctpiven i3 micic eppac. YTim, KeponanH cteepaye, LLO Lie Hi40ro He
OOBOAUTD.

OTtakmm knonotascs KiHr3-E660T ynpoaoBx oCTaHHIX Kifbkox pokis. My o6rosoptoBanu
Ekponga Ta noro pomaHu 3 pisHux To4ok 3opy. Micic ®eppac nocina ceoe Micle Ha CLeHi.

Tenep y kanengockoni Biadynmca 3miHun. 13 6e3HEBNHHMX PO3MOB MPO MOXIMBI BECISIbHI
noJapyHKM HacC panToM 3akuHyNo B came cepLie Tparegii.

Mpokpyuyytoun Ui Ta 6e3nid iHWKX NUTaHb Y rofoBi, i MeXaHi4YHO 06X0aNB CBOIX MaLlieHTIB.
OcobnuBo uikaBux BUNagkie He 6yno, wo, MabyTb, CKNaganocs Ha Kpalle, no3ask Moi AyMKK
3HOBY 11 3HOBY NMOBepTanucsa 4o TaeMHM4Yoi cMepTi Micic Peppac. Yum Haknana BoHa Ha cebe
pykn? 3BiCHO, KOG BOHA TaK yYMHUIIA, TO UM He 3anuwmnia 6 3anncky i3 NOSICHEHHSIM, LLIO
3amucnuna 3pobutn? XiHkn (Kaxy 3 o0cobucToro AoCBiay), BUPILUMBLLM CKOITU CaMory6CTBo,
30e0inbLIoro BonitoTb MOSICHATY MPUYUHY TAKoro 3ryGHoro BYMHKY. BoHM nparHyTb yBaru.

Konu 51 6aumB ii BoctaHHe? He GinbLue sk TkaeHb Tomy. [NoBognnacst BoHa LifikoM NpUpoaHo.
Hy, 3Baxarouun Ha Bce.

Togi s panTom 3ragas, Wo 6aymB ii, Xod i He po3amMoBnsB, ydopa. BoHa rynana 3 Panbcom
MenToHOM, i A 3auByBaBcs, 60 He 3HaB, wWo Ton y KiHrs-E66oTi. Hacnpaegai 51 BBaxas, LUO BiH
3pEeLUTOr NOCBapUBCA 3i CBOIM BITYMMOM: YXXe NPUOBNN3HO NiBPOKY MOro TyT He 3ycTpivanu. | oT,



BOHM pa3oM i3 Micic ®eppac iLwnm, NPUXUIIMBLLNCG FOoBaMu, i BOHa AyXe Cepro3HO LLIOCb
rosopwvna.

lapgato, Wo came uiei MUTI MeHe BriepLle OropHyno nepegyyTTa MandyTHiX nogin. lwe Hivoro
KOHKPETHOro, MpOCTO HEBMpa3He nepeavyTTd. Taka cepnosHa po3mosa t?te-?-t?te[1 - Biy-Ha-BiY
(dbp.). — TyT i gani npmum. nepekn.] mix Panbdom MentoHom i micic Peppac HanepeaoaHi
crnpaBsura Ha MeHe HerpueMHe BpaXKeHHS.

£ Bce We MipkyBaB npo Le, Konu Mmaixe Brnepcs Hocom y Pogxepa Ekporga.
— lWennapge! — BurykHys BiH. — Came Bac 1 i wykat. CTpallHMin BUNagok.
— To BuM BXe vynu?

BiH knBHyB. A 6aumB, WO AN HbOro ue 6onicHuin yaap. Woro Benwki PyM’aHi LLOKK, 34asarnocs,
3ananw, i 3a3Bmyan Becenuin 3goposaHb MaB po3buUTUn BUMMSA.

— Yce ripwie, HiXX BM gymaeTe, — TUXO NpomMoBMB BiH. — CrnyxanTe, LLennapae, meHi Tpeba 3 Bamu
nopo3mMoBnATU. Yn He noBepHeTecs 3apas 3i MHOK?

— Haspsag un. Mywy HaBigaTtu e TpbOoX XBOPUX i MOBEPHYTUCA A0 ABaHAAUATOI, HA NPUNOM
navuieHTiB.

— Toai cborogHi nononygHi... Hi, kpawe npmuxoaste Ha Beyepto. O cbomin TpMaudaTe. Bam
3py4HO?

— Tak, yynoso. Lock He Tak? Lle nos’sisaHo 3 Panbgom?
He 3Hato, Yomy 51 ckasaB Tak... Xiba Tomy, Wwo YyacTo ue Taku 6ys Panbd.

Ekpong BTynMBCSA B MEHE HEBMAKOLWMUM NOrMSAOM, HibK He po3ymitoun. A noyas npunyckaTu, Lo
Hacnpaegi Aecb BigbyBaeTbes Wock noraHe. Lle Hikonun g He 6aune Ekponga Takmm
3aCMy4YeHUM.

— Panbd? — HeBu3HayeHo nepenutas BiH. — Hi, Lie He wono Panbda. Panbd 3apasy
JToHaoHi... YopT! OH ige cTapa mic NaHHETT. He xo4y roBopuTY 3 HEO MPO Te CTPpaLUHE rope.
3ycTpiHemocs nisHiwe, WWennapae. O nis Ha BOCbMY.

A KMBHYB, i BiH LUBWAKO BiAiNLLIOB, MOKMHYBLUX MeHe B 3agyMi. Panbd y JloHgoHi? Ane B4opa
nononygHi BiH HanesHe 6yB y KiHr3-E660Ti. MabyTb, y4opa BBeYepi UM CbOrogHi BpaHL,i BiH
noBepHyBCH A0 MicTa. YTiM, noBediHka Ekponaa He BUKasdyBana Lboro: BiH FOBOPUB Tak, Have
Panbda TyT He Byno 6arato micauis.



A Ginblwe He mir 3amucntoBaTuca Hag umMM. Mic MaHHETT yxxe ctoana 6ins MmeHe, XXagarum Woch
no4yTn. 3a CBOEK HaTypor Mic [aHHETT HaragyBana Mot cecTpy KeponanH, npote 6e3 yMiHHSA
Tiei LinMTn To4HO B A6ny4Kko, TOX pobuna nokeBannvBi BUCHOBKW, Y4AM AofaBana BeNMYHOCTI
3gibHocTam KeponawH. He nepesisin i nognxy, mic MAHHETT 3acunana MeHe 3anuTaHHsIMN.

Xiba > He CyMHO, WO Take ctanocs 3 bigonawHot micic Peppac? NogenkyoTb, BOHA BXe
GaraTo pokiB Byna XpOHIYHOK HAapKOMaHKo. FAka nignicTe nowuproBaTn Taki YyTkn! Ta
Hamkaxnmeille Te, WO 3a3BMYan y Takux Hebmnnuusax e 3epHo npasan. Hema gumy 6e3 BorHio! A
LLle KaXxyTb, Wo MicTep Ekpong gisHaBcs npo ue i posipBaB 3apy4ynHu, 60 BOHM Taku Gynu. BoHa,
Mic [aHHETT, Mae 0oKa3un Ha NIATBEPOKEHHS LbOro. 3BiCHO, 1 MyLUy BCe Lie 3HaTu — nikapi
3aBXau 3HalOTb, ane HikoMy He po3noBiaalTb, Tak?

[oBOpSsIuM BCE Lie, BOHA NpOHM3yBana MeHe odmMmMa: Bonina nobayunt Moo peakuito Ha ii HaTsKu.
Ha wacts, nocrTinHe cninkysaHHs 3 KeponanH HaB4Mno meHe 36epiratn 6angyxun supas
06nuyya Ta TpUMaTK HaNOroTOBI AEKiNbKa yXUNbHUX 3ayBar.

Tenep e s npuBiTaB MiC [AHHETT i3 TUM, WO BOHA HE HANEXUTb A0 TUX 3MNiCHMUX NNITKapOK.
[locnTb eneraHTHa KOHTpaTaka, 41 He Tak? Lle 36mno ii 3 naHTenuky, i LONOKN BOHA oTAMMNacH,
A MiLIoB.

Tak, y 3agymi, 9 NOBEpHYBCS A0AOMY, e Y NPUAMarbHi Ha MeHe BXe YeKarnu Kinbka nauieHTiB.
BignyctmBwn, sk 1 BBaXaB, OCTaHHLOIO, BMPILLMB nepeg 06igomM TPpoXy NOMIpKyBaTu B Cagky,
KOnn NOMITMB, O HA MEHe YeKae Lle ogHa nauieHTka. BoHa BcTtana Ta cama niginwna oo
MeHe, No3asiK s1 3aBMep Big 34MBYBaHHS.

XTO3Ha, Yomy A Tak 3guByBaBcs. Xiba yepes gymky npo Mic Paccen, HibM BoHa 3 kpuui. Hegyrm
nnoTi ii 3gonaTtn He Mornu.

EkoHomka Ekponaa — BUCOKa AorngHyTa XiHka, npoTe rpisHa Ha BUrnsd. Y Hei cyBopun nornag i
TaK MiLHO CTMCHYTI ByCTa, WO Konu 6 s 6yB Nignermnoto i NOKOIBKOK YM MOCYSOMUIKOLD, TO
BTikaB Gu nuLwe Bif 3BYKY ii KPOKIB.

— [o6poro paHky, goktope LWennapg, — npusitanacsa mic Paccen. — A 6yna 6 ayxe BasyHa,
AKOW BM MMSAHYNN HA MOE KOMiHO.

A rnadyB., Ta, Hanpaeay, Le Maxke Hivoro He aano. Mic Paccen Tak HenepekoHNMBO onucyBana
HeneBHi 6oni, Wo, kKonu 6 Ha ii Micui onMHMNaca MeHLW nopsiAaHa XiHka, s1 6 3anigo3pums, WO Us
icTopis HagymaHa. Ha muTb 8 npunycTtus, Wwo Mic Paccen HaBMUCHO BUragana Knonit 3 KOMiHOM,
abu po3nutatn MeHe Npo cMmepTb Micic Peppac, ane Hezabapom 3p03yMiB, LLO NPUHANMHI TYT
NoMUMSsIBCA: BOHA MUMOXIiTb 3ragana Tparegito i kpan. MNonpwu ue, mic Paccen HiGuTo nparHyna
3aTpumaTnCS i NOPO3MOBIIATH.

— o x, ookTope, OAKYH0 BaM 3a Lo NAsweyky Masi, — nogsakysana BoHa HapewTi. — Ta He Bipto,



LLIO BOHA XO4 AKOCb OJOMNOMOXe.

A n cam He BipyB, ane 3anpoTecTtyBaB — 3a BEMiHHSAM 000B’A3Ky. 3peLuToo, Masb He 3aLKOAUTD,
a cBoe pemecro Tpeba BigcrotoBaTu.

— A He BipIO BCIM LM fikaM, — npaBunia ceoe Mic Paccen, 3HeBaXXnuBo okngaryum norngagom
MOHO KOMNeKLio nNnsawevok. — MeauyHi npenapatn 3aBaatoTb 6arato wkoan. Hanpuknaga,
3BMKaHHA 0O KOKaiHYy.

— Hy, ak Ha Te...

— Lle siBue oyxe NoLIMpeHe y BULLMX Korax CycninbCTBa.

YneBHeHUN y KpaLin noiHopmoBaHoCTi Mic Paccen npo BuLle CycninbCTBO, A HaBiTb HE
cnpobyBaB cnepeyaTucs 3 Helo.

— [MpocTo ckaxiTb MeHi oTake, AOKTOpe, — nonpocuna mic Paccen. — MNpunycTtiMo, BU cnpasai
pab HapKOTUKIB. Y1 MOXHa SIKOCb LibOMY 3apagntin?

Ha Take 3anuTaHHs He Bignosicu Bigpasy. A npoynTas il Ha L0 TEMY KOPOTKY NneKLuito,
BUCITyXaHy Helo 3 BENuUKO yBaro. MeHe X He nonuiwiana nigospa, Wo BoHa HaMaraeTbecs
BMBIgaTH LWOCH Npo Micic Peppac.

— OrT, Hanpuknag, BepoHarn... — NpoAoBXyBaB .

Ane, Ha OMBO, BEpOHarioM BoHa Ha4ebTo He 3auikaBunaca. HaTomicTb 3miHMMna Temy Ta
nouikaBunack, Y1 cnpaegi € Taki pigkicHi oTpyTn, LLO iX HAA3BUYANHO BaXXKO BUABUTMW.

— O! — moBuB 4. — bauy, B unTaete eTEKTUBHI iCTOPIi.

— MNpaepga Bawa, — 3i3Hanacs BoHa.

— CeHc OeTeKkTUBHOI iCTOpii, — CKasaB 5, — nonsarae B TOMy, LWOOK BKasaTu pigkicHy oTpyTy
(moxnmBo, 3 lMNMiBaeHHOI AMepUKKM), NPO SKY HIXTO HIKOMW He YyB i Ky HEBIJOME MMeM’st ANKYHIB
BMKOPUCTOBYE A5 OTpyeHHSA cTpin. CmepTb Big Hei MUTTEBa, a 3axigHa Hayka 6e3cuna
BU3HauUUTH ii. Bu Take maete Ha yBasi?

— Tak. Lle HacnpaBai MOXnnBo?

A CKpYLLHO NoxXmTaB rofioBoto.

— botocs, wo Hi. Ta, 3BiCHO, € Kypape.



Mpo Kypape s po3nosiB in Yumano, Ta mic Paccen HibuTo 3HOBY BTpaTuna iHTepec. BoHa nuwe
3anuTana, Y1 3HangeTbCsa Moro TPOXKU y Moin wadoui 3 oTpyTamu, a Konu 4 3anepedms, To,
3garnocs, 30BCiM ynaB Y ii o4ax.

BoHa ckasana, Lo i Yac noBepTaTtucs, i Konu s NpoBoaXaB ii 4O ABEpen NnpuMarbHi, FOHr
MOKIMKaB Ha o0ia.

£ 11 He nigo3ptoBas, Wo mic Paccen oo Bnogobu getekTuBHi ictopii. MeHe ayxe possaxuna
BMMartoBaHa B YsiBi KApTUHKA, Ik BOHA BUXOAMWTb 3i CBOEI KiIMHATU BUraHbOMUTU CRY>XHULIIO, WO

3aBuHMUNA, a NOTIM NOBEPTAETLCS A0 CMOKIMHOM YNTaHHA « Tae@MHULI CbOMOI CMEpPTi» YN YOroCb
Takoro.

Posgin Tpertin. Yonogik, aknin BupoLLyBaB Kabayku

3a 06igom g nosigomue KeponaiiH, wo Bevepsatumy B «llanopoti». CecTpa He 3anepedyBana.
Hasnaku.

— Yyposo, — ckasana BoHa. — OT i gisHaewlcsa npo Bce. [1o pedi, Wo Tam 3a knonit 3 Panbgom?
— 3 Panbgom? — nepenutas . — Hivoro.

— Togi yomy BiH 3ynnHMBCS Y « TpbOX Benpax», a He Y «[lapky nanoporTi»?

Y MeHe 1 Ha MUTb He BMHUKINO CYMHIBIB y TBepaXeHHi KeponaiH, wo Panbd MNenToH
nepebyBae B micueBomy roteni. [loctatHbo Byno ii cnoea.

— Ekpong rosBopus meHi, Lo Panbd y JTOHAOHI, — NpOMOBUB S 34MBOBaHO, BiACTYNUBLUN Bif
CBOro HEMOPYLLUHOIo NpaBuia Hikonn He AinMTncs iHpopmadieto.

— O! — 3guByBanacs i KeponawH. A nomitue, 9k CMUKaBCH ii HiC, AOKM BOHa Le obgymyBana. —
Bin npnbyB 0o «TpbOX BenpiB» y4opa BBEYEpi, — 3ayBaXkuna BoHa. — BiH i goci Tam. Y4yopa

BBeYepi BiH 3yCTpiYaBcs 3 AKOHCb AiBYMHOLO.

MeHe ue 30BCiM He 3amByBano: Panbd, Mmywy gogatu, GinbLUicTb BEYOPIB rynde 3 gis4atamu.
Ta meHe Taku Bpa3uno, Lo Anga po3ear BiH obpas KiHrs-E660T, a He Beceny cTonuuo.

— 3 ogHieto 3 oiliaHTOK? — NpUNYCTUB 4.

— Hi. Ue Bce, WWo MeHi Bigomo. BiH xoane Ha nobadeHHs. He 3Hato 3 KuMm.



(KeponaiH 6yno ripko Take BusHaTtm).

— Ane 3goragytocs, — NpogoBXMIa MOsi HEBTOMHa cecTpa.
A Tepnnadve yekas.

— 3i cBOEIO OBOOPIAHOK CECTPOIO.

— 3 drniopoto Ekpona? — owweneLeHo BUTYKHYB .

drniopa Ekpong He 6yna pogudkoto Panbda MNenTtoHa, Ta ockinbkn Panbda Bxe gaBHO BBaXanm
cnHom Ekponpa, ix manu 3a pogudis.

— 3 dnopoto Ekpona, — nosTopuna cecrpa.
— Ane yomy He nitn o «lManopoTi», AKWo GaxaeLl i3 Heto 3ycTpiTnca?

— TaeMHoO 3apyyeHi, — Buronocuna KeponawH i3 6e3amexHnm 3agosoneHHsm. — Ctapui Exkpong
He Xo4e Mpo Le W 4yTu, TOMY BOHW 3MYLLEHI 3ycTpidaTncs oTak.

£ 6aumB Hepgoniku Bepcii KeponaiiH, ane BTpMMaBcs Bif 3ayBar. HeBnHHa pennika npo Halioro
HOBOrO cyciga 3MmiHuna Temy po3MoBMU.

Y 6yaunHky no-cyciactay, «MogpuHaxy, HeWwo4aBHO OCENNBCS YyXMHeUb. Ha npesenuke
HeBaoBosieHHA KeponaiH, in He Baanocs BuBigaTi NPo HbOro HiYOro, KpimM Toro, Lo BiH
iHo3eMeLb. Busasunocs, Wo ii areHTypa — HeHafiHa. BoueBnap, Liei YOnoBik cnoxnBae
MOJTIOKO, OBOMi, M’SICO Ta iHOZ| 1 MepnaHu, Tak camo, K i Oygb-XTO iHLUWIA, ane HixTo 3
nocTtayanbHUKIB NOro LMK NPoAYKTaMn He MaB MpPo HbOro XOAHOI iHpopmauii. HasiTk 11oro iM’s
(3maetbcs, mictep MNMoppoTT) BUKMKANO BigyyTTs HepeanbHOCTi. €4nHe BigoMe Npo HbOro — Le
Te, LLO BiH LiKaBUTbCA BUPOLLYBAHHAM KabaukiB.

Ane, 3BiCcHO, He Takoi iHbopmaLuii noTpebye KeponanH. BoHa Bonie 3HaTw, 3BiAKM BiH, XTO 3a
daxom, UM OfpPY>KEHUR, KMM Byna um e Noro gpyXnHa, Yu Mae BiH LiTel, ke gisode npissuLe
noro maTtepi 1 ycake Take. lagato, came XTOCb, CXOXUIM Ha KeponaiiH, Buragas 3anutaHHsa ang
OTPUMaHHS nacnopTa.

— Mos nto6a KeponanH, — noyae s, — npodecis Lboro 4Yonosika BUAAeTbCA MeHi 6€3CyMHIBHOILO.
LinpynbHuk-neHcioHep. MaAHb Ha 1oro Byca.

KeponaiiH He norogmnnacsa. BoHa 3anepeyuunna, wo sk6u uen yonosik 6yB nepykapem, Bonoccs
MaB 61 XBUMACTe, a He NpsiMe. Y BCiX NepyKapiB Ky4yepsiBe BONOCCS.



£ Bka3aB Ha KiflbkOX 3HaNOMUX 3i MHOK OCOBMCTO NepyKapiB i3 NPAMUM BONIOCCAM, ane
KeponaiH 3anuwanacsa HENOXMUTHOLO.

— A B3arani He MOXY MOro 3p03yMiTH, — MNOSICHIOBaria BOHa nevyaneHO. — HelwoaasHo s no3nyana
B CyCiga neBHi cagoBi iIHCTPYMEHTH, Ta, NONPU MOro M6’ A3HICTb, HIYOro 3 HBOro He BUTSMA.
HapewwTi 51 6e3 peBepaHciB 3anutana noro, 41 BiH paHLy3, Ha LLO TON BiAMOBIB «Hi», TOX 5
SIKOCb HEe HaBaXkunacs 1Moro gani po3nuTyBsaTu.

Lle nocununo moe 3auikaBneHHs HalWnMM TaeMHUYUM CYCiAOM: YONOBIK, CIPOMOXHWUA CTYNUTU
pota KeponawH, Bigicrnaswu ii, sk uapuuto CaBCcbKy, 3 MOPOXHIMM pyKamu, MycuTb ByTu
BWOATHO 0COBUCTICTIO.

— lNapato, — ckasana KeponaiH, — Wo BiH Mae 0AnH 3 LUMX HOBUX NMUITOCMOKIB. ..

I3 Gnincky ii oven a 3goragascs, Wo KeponanH mae Hamip No3mymMTy NUOCMOK, abu
CKOpMCTaTMCA Harogo Ans NoganbLuoro po3nuTyBaHHs. A Bubpas MuTb, WoO yTekTn B cag. A
BENUKMI LWIaHyBanbHWK CadiBHMLTBA, TOX CTapaHHO NOMOB KOPIHHSA Kynbbabwu, konu novys
3acTepexnuBuKM 301K Henogarnik, a WoCh BaXKke NMPOCBUCTINIO MOB3 MOi ByXa i BNasno Ao Hir,
HenpueMHo YBakHyBLUW. Kaba4ok.

A cepanTo po33npHyBcsa. Haa oropoxeto, NiBopyd Big MEHe, BUTYSIbKHYIO 06nnyys.
AnuenogibHa ronoea, nogekyau BKpyTa nigo3pifio YOpHUM BOSTOCCAM, ABa BENWYE3HI Byca Ta
napa crnocrepexnmemx oden. Lle 6yB Haw TaeMHu4mi cycia, mictep MNMoppoTT.

BiH oapasy x 3axoaMBCS LMPO NepenpoLlyBaTty.

— Tucady pasis napyinTte, Mcbe. MeHi HeMae BunNpasAaHHA. YNpoaoBX AeKiNbKoxX MicALIB 5
BMpoOLLYH0 Kabayku. CborogHi BpaHLui 9 3HeHaubka Ha HUX po3ntoTuBcsa. [Nocnas ix norynatu, —
Ha xanb! — He Tinbkn nogyMku, a 6yksanbHo. Cxonue Hanbinbwui. XK6ypHyB HUM Yepes
oropoxy. Mcbe, MeHi Tak copomHo. bnarato Bac npo6aunTn MeHi.

MMig TakMm NOTOKOM BMOadeHb Mil rHIiB OyB 3MYLLUEHUI PO3TAHYTU. 3PELUTOL, KNSATUIA OBOY Y
MeHe He nouinue. Ane S WMpo CnoaiBascs, WO KnaaHHS BENMKMX OBOYIB Yepes napkaHu ans
HaLLIOro HOBOro Apyra He xo6i. 3 Takok 3BMYKOO CYCid HaBpsag Yn 3Moxe 3000yTn Hawy
NPUXUIBHICTb.

[VBHWI ManeHbKWUIN YONOBIYOK HIBW NPOYMTaB MOi OyMKW.

— O, Hil — BUrykHyB BiH. — He xBuntonteca. [Ana meHe ue He 3BM4Yka. Ane nuvuwe yaBiTb cobi,
MCbe, OTO MnpauteLl ANa AOCATHEHHS NEBHOI METU, rapyeLu SK Birn, abu KOnuch TinbkKu
BignounsaTn Ta pobutn TE, NPO WO MPIsB, a ONicns po3ymieLl, WO nparHeLl NoBepHyTMCs 4O
CcTapux 4vacis, Konm T NpautoBas, 4O KOMMLIHBOI OisiNbHOCTI, SKy Tak pago obnuwims.



— Tak, — noroamecsa 4. — [agato, Take 4oCUTb YacTo TpannseTbcs. MabyTb, s 1 cam e
NpuKNagoMm uboro. Topik s 0TpMMaB cnagwuHy — JOCTaTHIO ANs BTiNEHHA cBoei Mpii. A 3aBxau
MpisiB PO NOAOPOXi, XOTiB No6aunTu cBiT. OTOX, SIK A BXe cKasas, Le 6yno Topik, a f... i AOCi
TYT.

Min MmaneHbKWin Cycig KUBHYB.

— Cuna 3Bmykn. Mu npautoemo gnd AOCArHEHHS NeBHOI METU, a AOCATHYBLUW ii, YCBIZOMITHOEMO,
LLIO TYXXMMO 3a NOBCAKAEHHO npaueto. A 3i3Hatocst Bam, Mcbe, Most poboTa Byna LikaBoto.
Haruikagiwot poboToro Ha CBITi.

— Tak? — nigwroBxysBaB s noro. Ha MuTb y MeHi cnanaxHys 3anan KeponaiH.

— BuByeHHs ntogcbKoi npupoan, mcoe!

— LlikaBo, — 3poHuMB 5 no6’A3HO.

BouyeBunab LMpYrbHUK-NEHCIOHEP. XTO 3Hae TaeMHULi NIOACHKOI AyLi Kpalle, aHik nepykapi?

— A Wwe s maB gpyra... gpyra, akui 0y nopyd 6arato pokis. Yac Big 4Yacy noro HegonyricTb
MeHe ndakana, Ta Nonpu BCe A AyXe MOoro LiHyBaB. YABiTb COBIi, 1 CyMyt0 HaBiTb 3a NOro
TYrogymcTBOM. 3a MOro HaiBHICTIO Ta BiAKPUTMM NOMMA40M Ha CBIT. 3a NPUEMHICTIO TilWnTKn Ta
NpUroromLIyBaTh MOro MOiMM HaZ3BMYaNHUMM TarnaHTaMmu. He MoXy BUCMIOBUTU, SIK A 3@ YCIM
UMM CYMYIHO.

— BiH nomep? — cniB4yyTnMBO 3anuTas s.

— Hi. XXvBe Ta npougitae... ane Ha iHWOMY KiHUi cBiTY. Tenep BiH y ApreHTuHi.

— Y ApreHTuHi, — NOBTOPUB S 3a34PIiCHO.

3aBxan mpisie noixatu go NisaeHHoi AMepukin. A 3iTXHYB, NOTIM NiABIB rONOBY 11 3ayBaXXuMB, LLO
MicTep MoppoTT ANBUTLCA HA MeHe 3i cniB4yTTAM. CxoXe, Luen ManeHbK1in YOroBIYOK yce
OCSrHYB.

— Bu Tex Tygun xodete, un He Tak? — noLikaBMBCS BiH.

3iTXHYBLUM, S NOXUTaB rofIoBOI0.

— A mir noixatu, — ckasaB. — Pik Tomy. Ane 6yB OypHUM... HaBITb ripLle — agibHuMm.
MoxepTByBaB peanbHIiCTIO 3apagu MapeBa.

— Posywmito, — moBuB MicTep MNoppoTT. — Npanu Ha hoHAaoBIN Bipxi?



£ ckop©OOTHO KMBHYB, XO4 Y AyLi noTiwascs. Lien KkymegHuini ManeHbK1iA YonoBivoK TpmaBcs
BENbMU MOBaXHO.

— Yacom He HadpToBi pogoBuLla MNMopkonanH? — KUHYB BiH panToM.
£ BUTPILLMBCA Ha HBOTO.

— BnacHe, g gymaB npo HWX, ane 3peLuTo 3yNUHUBCA Ha 30MO0Ti KonankbHi B 3axigHin
AscTpanii.

Cycig cnornsigaB MeHe i3 3aragkoBum BMpa3oM Ha 0brmnyui.

— Ue Jons, — BMrosnocue BiH HapeLwuTi.

— Wo 3a [Jona? — nepennTtae s po3apaTtoBaHo.

— Te, WO MoiM cycigom BuaBMUIaca MoanHa, sika cepnosHo Po3MipKoBYye Npo HadToBI poaoBuLLa
MopkionanH i 3onoTi konanbHi 3axigHoi Asctpanii. CkaxiTb, BM BigvyBaeTe crnabkicTb A0
KallTaHOBOro Bonoccs?

A ax poTa po33sBuB, a TOM 3aNLLIOBCH CMIXOM.

— Hi, Hi, 2 He GoxeBinbHUN. 3acnokonTtecs. [lypHyBaTe 3annTaHHs s Bam noctasue, 60 6aute,
Mii ApYr, NpO SIKOro S roBOpMB, OyB MONOAMM, BBaXKaB YCiX XXIHOK rapHMMM, a BinbLUiCTb i3 HUX
HaBiTb BpoanuasumMmun. Ane Bn — YoNOBIK CepefHbOro BiKy, fikap, noguHa, ska posymie
abcypaHiCTb | MapHOTY BinbLIOCTI pedent y Hawomy xuTTi. LLo x, mu cycign. byap nacka,

NPUAMITE | NepeganTe CBOIN NPEKPACHIN CECTpi M HanKpaLLmii kabadok.

BiH YKNOHUBCS 1 YPOUNCTMM XXECTOM NoAaB MeHi BENUYE3HUI eK3eMNsp LbOro oBoYa, KU s
HanexHo NPUNHSAB, AOCTOTY Tak, sIK MOro Gyno 3anponoHOBaHO.

— OTOX, — Beceno nigcyMmysaB ManeHbK1I YONOBIYOK, — CbOrOAHILLHIA paHOK HE MUHYB
HamapHe. A 3ycTpiB NOLMHY, WO SAKOCb Haragye MeHi ganekoro gpyra. Mix iHWWM, MOXHa Bac
Aewo 3anutatu. Bu, 6e3nepeyHo, 3HaeTe y LboMy ceni KoxxHoro. LLlo To 3a toHak i3 ayxe
TEMHMM BOJIOCCSIM, O4MMa Ta rapHuUM obnmydsam? BiH xoanTb i3 BUCOKO MigHECEHOIO rONOBO Ta
Nerkow MOCMILLIKOKO Ha BYCTax.

Onuc He 3anuLaB XO4HUX CYMHIBIB.

— Lle nesHe kanitaH Panbd MNenToH, — NpoTArHys 1.

— 4 paHiwwe 1oro He 3ycTpivyaB?



— Hi, akuiick yac BiH OyB BigCyTHIN. Ane BiH CUH, Hacnpae4i NPUNOMHWIA CUH, MicTepa Ekponga 3
«[lMapky nanopoTi».

Min cycig posgpaTtoBaHO 3a)KeCTUKYoBaB.
— 3BicHO, 1 MaB 6u 3poragatuca. Mictep Ekpong Tak 6arato npo HbOro roBOpPUB.
— Bu 3HaeTe micTepa Ekponga? — 3qMByBaBcA .

— Mu 3 mictepom Ekpongom 3Hamomi wwe 3 JloHaoHa... Konu s Tam npautosas. A NONpocuB NOro
He po3noBigaTn TYT NPO MO Npodecito.

— 3p0o3yMifno, — MOBMB §1, TPOXM PO3BAXXEHU TUM, LLO CMIPUINHSAB 3a BigBepTUIA CHOGI3M.
Ane maneHbKun YONoBiYOK NPOOOBXKYBAB PO3MOBY, OyHAOUYHO, CaM0O3a40BOIEHO NOCMIXaUUCh:

— Kpalue 3ocTaBatucs iHKOrHiTo. A He nparHy posronocy. HasiTe He Hamararoca BUnNpasuTU
MiCLLleBUI BapiaHT MOro iMeHi.

— Tak, 3BiCHO X, — NPOBYPMOTIB 51, HE 3HAKO4M, LLIO 1 CKa3aTw.

— KanitaHn Panbd MenTtoH, — poamipkoByBaB Mmictep MoppoTT. — OTOX, BiH 3apyyeHuin i3
nnemMiHHMUeo mictepa Ekponga, YapisHoto mic dnopoto.

— XTO Lie BaM pO3MoBiB? — 3ouBYyBaBCH S1.

— MicTep Ekpong. bnnsbsko TvxkHS ToMy. BiH gyxe i3 LbOro 3a4oBoOSIEHMIA, ABHO YeKkaB, Konu Le
CTaHEeTbCH, UM, NPUHANMHI, 9 TaK 3po3yMiB. A HaBiTb ragato, Lo NOMYy JOBENOCS TPOXM
HaTUCHYTK Ha MOSIOA0ro YonoBika. Xo4a Le Hikonn He po3ymHo. Monoguin 4onosik NOBUHEH
oOpyXyBaTucs Ha BTiXy cobi, a He BiTYMMa, Bif SIKOro Ha OeLLO Odikye.

Moi Bepcii noBHiCTIO poscunanncs. A He Mir HaBiTb yaBUTHU, WO EKpora AoBipae nepykapeBi CBOI
TaeMHuLi 1 0BroBoproe 3 HAM NUTAHHS NPO WO NIemMiHHULI Ta nacuHka. Ekpong npuxunbHo
CTaBUTbLCA 0 NOAEN HKYOro NpoLLapky, ane BUPISHAETLCA OyKe PO3BUHEHUM NOYYTTAM
BMacHoI rigHocTi. A no4as npunyckatu, Wwo, 3pewwToto, [MoppoTT He Moxe OyTn nepykapem.

ABun npuxoBaTtun 36eHTEXEHHS, A CKasas nepLue, Lo cnano Ha ragky:

— Yomy Bu 3BepHynu yBary Ha Panbda lNentoHa? Yepes npMemMHy 30BHILLHICTL?

— Hi, He TinbKkn TOMy... X04a, 9K Ha aHrmMinusd, BiH BENbMU rapHuii... Balwi pomaHicTkn Ha3Banm 6
noro rpeubknm 6orom. Hi, e B LbOMy MONO4OMY YOMOBIKOBI AELLO MEHi HE3po3yMine.



BiH BMronocme ocTaHHi crioBa TOHOM, LLO CMPaBUB Ha MEHe pastoye BpaKeHHs. BiH HauebTo
XapakTepuayBaB toHaKa y CBiTNi AKMXOCb COKPOBEHHUX 3HaHb, MEHi HeJoCsKHUX. ig Takum
Bpa)XeHHAM S nofgaBcya JO4OMY: came Tiei MUTI MeHe MoKnukana cecTpa.

A BeinwoB. KeponawH e 6yna B kanentowky. MabyTb, WoWHO noBepHynaca 3 cena. BoHa
HeravHo novana:

— A 3ycTpina mictepa Ekporaa.

— | wo? — 3anuTas 1.

— 3BiCHO, 5 3ynvHMNa Moro, Xxo4a BiH, CX0Xe, OyXe KBanuecS i Bce NopuBaBcs iTu.

A He cymHiBatocs, Wo Tak i 6yno. CtaBneHHs mictepa Ekponga oo KeponaiiH 6yno takum
camMuMm, siK i 40 Mic MaHHETT paHiwe Toro gHsA. Moxe, HaBiTb GinbL BUpaxeHnm: KeponaiiH

BaXKye cnekaTtucd.

— A Bigpasy X 3anuTana moro npo Panbda. BiH gyxe 3gmByBascs. BiH He 3HaB, Lo xroneupb
TyT. Ckasas, WWo s, MmabyTb, nomununacs. A! Nomununacs!

— Takn cmiwHo, — npoMoBuB 4. — BiH MycuB 61 kpalle Tebe 3HaTu.
— Togi BiH ckasas, wWwo Panbd i dnopa 3apy4eHi.

— A Tex ue 3Hato, — nepepBas ii 1 3i CKPOMHOK FrOPAICTHO.

— XT10 TOGi po3noBiB?

— Haw HoBun cycig.

CekyHay-aBi KeponanH Baranacs, Hadye Kynbka Ha pyneTui, WO NOoBifTbHO KONMBAETbCS MiX
ABOMa vncrnamu. Ane Bigxununa crokycrnmemMi OMaHNMBUA MaHeBp.

— A nosigomuna mictepa Ekponga, wo Panbd 3ynuHUBCA y « TpbOX Benpax».

- KeponaVlH, — ro4aB §, — TU HIiKonn He aymana, uwo MoXew 3aBaaTtu BEJTIMKOro rnnxa Tieto cBoe
3BUYKOIO NOBTOPIOBATU BCE MNMOYyTE, HE 3aMUCITHOYUCH?

— HiceHiTHnus! — 3anepeynna cectpa. — Jliogsm BapTo BCe 3HaATU. S BBaXKalo CBOIM 060B’S13KOM
Tpumatw ix y kypci. Mictep Ekpong 6yB oyxxe BAAYHUIA MEHI.

— Ere %, — nokBanmBcAa NOroanTUCh §1, OCKIifbKK Lie, BOMEBUAD, 6yJ'IO HE BCe.



— lapato, BiH NpsimyBaB A0 « TpboX BenpiBy, ane akwo TakK, Panbga BiH Tam He 3HaNLLOB.
— Cnipaegi?

— Cnipaegi. bo konu s1 noBepTanacs nicom...

— [NoeepTanacs nicom? — nepepeas ii 5.

KeponaiH 3awapinacs.

— [eHb 6yB Takum noroxuin! — BUrykHyna BoHa. — A Bupinnia Tpoxm nponTucs. Jlicm B OCiHHiX
GapBax Taki rapHi uiei nopu!

KeponawH 6angyxe o nicis 6yab-sKoi nopun poky. 3asBuyan BoHa BBaxkae nicu Micuem, ae
HaMO4MLL HOTU N e Ha ronoBy MOXYTb 3BannTUCS Pi3Hi HenpueMHi pevi. Hi, nuwe HesgonaHHMm
IHCTMHKT MaHrycta Mir NpMBECTY ii 4O HaLIOro micuesoro nepenicka. Lle eguHe micue nobnuay
KiHrs-E660T1a, e MOXXHa MOroBOpUTM 3 MOMNOOOH XiHKOH, WO Lboro He No6aunno uine ceno.
Ta 1 «[Napk nanopoTi» nopyu.

— Hy, rapasg, — noroamecs 51, — NPOOOBXYW.

— £k 5 BXe Ka3ana, 9 NpocTo MLna ficoM, Konm novyra ronocu.
KeponaiH 3amoBkna.

-l wo?

— OavH HanexaBs Panbdy NenToHy (A Bigpasy 1oro BnisHana). IHwui — aiBo4mn. 3BicHO, A He
Mana Hamipy niacrnyxoByBaTwu...

— Hi, 3BiCHO, Hi, — BUronocus 1 i3 nigkpecrneHnm capkasmom, ane ue, ogHak, 30BCiM He
BMMVHYro Ha KeponaiH.

— A npocTo He mMorna He noyyTu. [liB4MHa WOCh cKasana (8 He po3dyna, wo came), a Panbg
BignogiB. Cxoxe, BiH Ayxe rHisascs. «Jltoba Mosi, — ckasaB BiH. — T WO, HEe po3yMieLl, Lo
CcTapuvi, SK NUTN OaTn, He 3anULLINTb MEHI XKOOQHOrO WuniHra? 3a ocTaHHi poKu 5 BXe ficTaB
MOro. YTHy LLe LWOCh — i MOro TepniHHA nycHe. A Ham, ntoba, NoTpibHi rpownkn. A Byay
HeBMMOBHO BaraTui, Konu ctapun Bpixe gyba. BiH ckHapa, Ta, ik BoHO ByBae, kynaeTbcs B
rpowwax. A He xou4y, Wob BiH 3MiHMB 3anoBiT. [loBipcst MeHi Ta He xBunoncs». To bynn came Ui
cnoBa. A ayxe nobpe 3anam’sitana. Ha xanb, 9 Togi HAacTynuna Ha Cyxy ranysKy, Yu LLOCb Take,
TOX BOHW CTULUUNKM rofilocu Ta niwnu. lNesHa pid, 9 He morna nobirtu 3a HUMK, TOMY 1 He
posamBmnacs, Wo To 3a AiB4nHa.



— Lle, mabyTb, Hannpukpilwe, — ckasas . — 340ragytoch, WO TU NoKBanuniacs Ao « Tpbox
BenpiB», Bigyyna cnabkicTb, yBifiLuNa 40 TaBepHU BUNUTU YapKy BpeHai i 3morna rmsHyTH, Ym
Ha micui obuagi odoidiaHTkn. Tak?

— Lle He Byna odiuiaHTka, — pily4ve 3anepednna KeponaiH. — A maixe BNneBHeEHa, LLUO Le
drniopa Ekpona, ane...

— Ane ue 6e3rny3ao, — noroguecA .
— Ta akwo ue He dnopa, To XTO X?

Mos cecTpa wBuako nepebpana Aisyart, Wo Xunu Henoganik, nepepaxoBytoyn BCi MOXITUBI «3a»
i «MPOTU».

Konn BoHa 3amoBkna, Wob nepesecTn nogmx, S NpobenbKOoTIB WOCh NPO XBOPOro Ta BUCIN3HYB
HaaBip.

A 3ibpasca nTn 0o «Tpbox Benpiey. IMoBipHO, Panbd MNenToH yxe noBepHyBCSA Tyau.

A 3HaB Panbda ayxe nobpe, MmabyTb, kpalle, Hix 6yab-koro B KiHra-E660Ti, 60 Konuch 3HaB
Moro martip, TOXX po3yMiB y HbOMY Barato TOro, WO CnaHTenn4yyBano iHwmx. NeBHO Mipoto, BiH
XepTBa crnagkosocTi. He ycnagkysasLwm Big maTtepi dhaTanbHOi CXMNBHOCTI A0 ankororto, yce
Taku 6yB 6e3BONMbHUM. SAK 3ayBaXkKUB ypaHLUi Mih HOBUIM apyr, Panbd 6yB Hag3sn4amHO rapHuin:
BMCOKMMI, LWICTb GOYTiB Ha 3pICT, i3 MPONOPLINHOK CTaTypoto, NErKOK rpawieto atnera OproHeT, K i
Moro maTtu, 3 rapHMM 3acMarnimm obnuyysM, 3aBXam rotToBMM NPOCAATM YCMiLKo. Panbd
MenToH HanexaB A0 HapOoKEHWNX 3a4apoByBaTh 6e3 ocobnmeux 3ycunb. Monpu Te, WO Hi B
yomy cobi He BIOMOBISIB, BUPI3HABCS MapHOTPATHICTIO, HE 3HAaB HiYOro cBATOro, BiH OyB
[obpum, ToX yci apy3i Bynu BigaaHi nomy.

Ymn Mir 9 AKOCb Ha HBOTO BNNUHYTN? A ragas, O MOXY.

Y «Tpbox Benpax» 4 AisHaBcs, Wo KaniTaH MNernToH WonHO NoBepHYBCA. A NigHABCSA A0 NOro
HOoMepa Ta BBINLWOB 6e3 nonepeaKeHHs.

Ha muTb, nam’atatoum Te, Wo 4yB i 6aums, 9 3aBaraBcs, sK BiH NpunMe MeHe, Ta Moi
no6oloBaHHS BUSIBUNUCS MApPHUMU.

— O, Wennapae! Paguin 6a4nTu Bac.
BiH Habnuamecs, npocTaratoun pyky. CoHAYHa ycMmillka ocsasna noro obnuyys.

— €0uHa nanHa, Ky 9 pagui 6a4nMTn B LUbOMY NEKENbHOMY MiCLi.



£ 3gmBOBaHO 3BiB GpoBMU.

— Wo 1yt He Tak?

BiH HepBOBO 3acmisaBcA.

— [osra ictopis. CnpaBu y MeHe He ayxe, goktope. Moxe, Bun’ete wocb?
— Tak, asikyto.

BiH HaTUCHYB Ha ryasuk A3BiHKa, TO4i MOBEPHYBCS i CiB y Kpicro.

— Wo %, He 3BONiKatnmy, — NOXMypPO CKa3sas BiH. — A BCTPSAB Y HenpueMHOCTi. Mo cyTi, He Mato i
HaNMEHLLOrO YABMEHHS, K YYUHUTW aarni.

— Y 4yomy piy? — cniB4yTNMBO MOLiKaBUBCS 1.

— To BCe Mil KNATUM BIiTHYUM.

— Lo BiH 3po6uB?

— Baxnueo He Te, L0 BiH y>e 3pobuB, a Te, WO MOoXe 3pobuTn B ManbyTHbOMY.

Ha a3BiHoOK Bignosinu, i Panbdg 3amoBmB Hanoi. Konu cnyHuk Buiwos, Panbdg 3HOBY,
Cynnsvncb, 3ropbumBCS y CBOEMY KpicCHi.

— Lle cnpaBgi... Tak cepno3Ho? — 3an1Tas 4.
BiH kKnBHyB.
— Liboro pasy s B3arani He 6auy Buxony, — pO3BaXKIMBO MOBMB BiH.

He3BMYHO Cepro3Hi HOTKM B MOro rofloci NepekoHanu MmeHe B 1horo wmpocrti. LWo x mano
Tpanutucs, abu Panbd nocepriosHiwas.

— BnacHe, — npoaoBxyBaB BiH, — A He 6a4yy nepcnekTus... [igbko NOro 3Hae, K YYUHUTK ani.
— AKWO 9 MOXY JONOMOITU. .. — HECMINIMBO NoYaB 4.
Ane BiH pillyye NoxuTas ronosoko.

— Bu gyxe no6’asHi, goktope. Ta g He xo4vy Bac BnnyTyBatu. Myuly gistu cam.



BiH 3aMOBK Ha XBUIMHY, a MNOTiM MNOBTOPUB TPOXWN 3MiIHEHMM FOSTOCOM:

— Tak, 9 myLly fgistm cam...

Posgin yetseptuin. Beueps y «lanoporti»

Jleab MWHYNO O NiB Ha BOCbMY, KONW 1 HATUCHYB ryA3UK A3BiHKa Ha BXigHMX ABepsx «[lapky
nanopoTi». [1Bepi i3 3anonagnveoto WBKMAKICTIO Bia4YMHMB [Mapkep, MaXKopLaoMm.

Beuip 6yB 4ygoBui, TOX s1 Npunwos niwku. CTynyBe OO BENMKOro NPsAMOKYTHOro xony, i MNapkep
Jonomir MeHi 3HATK naneto. Came Tiei MuTi cekpeTap Ekponga, npuemMHun Monoamnn YonoBik i3
npissuwLem PenmoHa, npoxoame Yepes xon o kabiHeTy Ekporiga 3 Kynoto nanepiB y pykax.

— [oGpwui Bevip, gokTope. 3aBiTanu Ha Be4yepto? Yu i3 npodecinHnum Bi3UTOM?

OcTtaHHsa 3ayBara ctocyBanacs Moei YOpHOI Baniaun, NOCTaBneHoi Ha 4y60BY CKPUHIO.

A nosicHuB, Wo 6yab-sKoi MUTI MEHE MOXYTb BUKIMKATK Ha NOMiorM, ToMy NPUALLIOB rOTOBMM 0
EeKCTPEHOro BUKNNKY. PEMMOHA, KUBHYB i NPOJOBXUB CBIil LUNAX, KWHYBLUW Yepes nrneve:

— [Npoxoabte Ao BiTanbHi. Bu 3HaeTe kyau. Namu 3ingyTe 3a xBunuHy. MyLuy BigHecTu Ui
OOKYMEHTU MicTepoBi Ekpongy Ta noBigomnio, Lo BU BXe TYT.

I3 nosiBoto Penmonpa lNMapkep 3HUK, a S 3anunwimnBecs B Xori camMoTolo. [onpasBumB KpaBaTky,
3MPKHYB Y BENuKe A3epKaro, WO BUCINO TaMm, i Habnunameca 4o ABEPEN HABNPOTU, 3a AKUMMU, K
MeHi 6yno Bigomo, 3Haxogmnacs BiTanbHs.

HaTtunckatoum gBepHy KnamKky, 8 NOYyB yCepeauHi 3ByK, Havye 3a4mMHunu BikHO. [logam, Lo
3ayBaXuB S Le MeXaHi4YHO, TOX He HaZaB Tofi 3HaYEeHHS.

£ BiguMHMB ABepi, BBINLWIOB — i Neab He HalLTOBXHYBCSA Ha Mic Paccen, wo came suxoguna. Mu
nepenpocunm ogHe OfHOro.

YnepLie S rnsHyB Ha €KOHOMKY, OLHIOKYM, | 3aMUCIINBCS, SIKOK rapHOI0 XKIHKOK BOHA KOSTUCb
6yna — i, xan Tam sk, goci e. Y ii TeMHoMy Bonocci He 6yrno CMBWHMW, @ KONW Ha LLIoKax rpas



pyM’aHeLb, SK-OT 3apa3s, CyBOPICTb ii 30BHILLUHOCTI 34aBanacsa He Takol OYEBUAHOLO.
A npunycTtuB., Wo Mic Paccen WoMHO Npuiwna: BOHa 3acananacs, HeHade birna.
— botocs, Wo s 3aBiTaB TpilkK 3apaHo, — NpoBypMOTiB 1.

— O, He gymato. Bxxe MnHyno o niB Ha BocbMy, AokTope Lennapg. — BoHa Ha MnTb 3aMoBKna |
popana: — 4... He 3Hana, WO CbOroAHi Bac YekatoTb Ha Beyepto. Mictep Ekpona He 3ragysas
npo ue.

Y MeHe cKnanocsi HeBMpasHe BPaXKeHHSs, LLIO Mili Npuxig Ha BeYepto i He cnogobaBcs, Ta MeHi
He BAANOCs 3p0O3yMiTU NPUYMHM.

— Ak Bawe KoniHo? — 3anuTas 1.

— Ak i 6yno, gokTtope, aakyto. Mywy ntn. Micic Ekpong 3apas 3inge. A... s npunwna ctogm
NOrNAHYTK, UM CBIXXi KBITU.

BoHa wBmako Bunwna 3 KimHatu. A nigcTynue A0 BikHA, OUBYOYUCH ii HANonernuBoMy 6akaHHio
BMNpaBLAaTU CBOK NPUCYTHICTb Y KiMHaTI. A1 MOMITMB Te, Lo MaB 6y 3HaTK BXe A4aBHO, SKOK
3BepTaB yBary, a came — Yy KiMHaTi JOBri naHOpaMHi BikHa-ABepi 3 BUXOAOM Ha Tepacy. Tox
NOYYTUI MHOIO 3BYK HE Mir OyTK 3BYKOM BiKHA, SIKE 3a4MHSAIOTb.

BesuinbHo, pagle wob BigsonikTuUcs Big 60NICHNX OYMOK, HiXK 3 SIKOICb iHLLOI MPUYUHMK, S
po3BaxaB cebe, Hamaral4mcb BragaTi, Lo MOrNO BUAATU TakUN 3BYK.

Tpick Byrinnsa B kamiHi? Hi, wym 6yB 30BcCiM iHakwum. LWypxiT wyxnsam nuceMmosoro ctony? Hi,
He ue.

MoTim Min nornsia 3ynnMHMBCA Ha NPeaMeETi, KUK, 30aeTbCH, Ha3MBakTb CPIOHMM CTONUMKOM.
Woro CKNAHY KPULLIKY MOXHa NigHATK, XO4 Yepes Hei BUAHO BMICT cTony. A niginwos Ao cTonuvka
M CTaB BMBYaTK MOro BMICT. Tam Byro kinbka CTapoBMHHMX APiOHMYOK 3i cpibna, gutayni
YepeBMYOK, LLIO Hanexas, SK CTBEPOKY0Tb, Koponto Kapny MNMepLuomMy, TpoOXu KUTanCbKUX
HedpnTOBMX hirypok i Ynumano apprkaHCbKMX APiOHMYOK i cyBeHIpiB. AGKM Kpalle po3anBUTMCA
OfHY 3 HeppnTOBMX DIrypoK, A NiAHSAB KPULLKY. BOHa BUCNM3HyNa 3 Moei pyky i 3a4NHUMIUCS.

A Bigpasy BnisHaB HeLoAaBHO NOYYTUI 3BYK. Lie ByB 3BYK KPULLKM LibOro CTOMy, Ky 06epexHo
Ta M’iKo onycTunu. [Ins 3ag0BOSEHHS CBOEI LjiKkaBOCTi A ABidi Yn Tpudi Lie nosTopwmB. NoTim
3HOBY MiAHSIB KPULLKY, LWOG yBaXHiLLEe pO3ANBUTUCS BMICT.

A Bce We cxnnsaecsa Hag BiAKPUTUM CPiOHMM CTONMMKOM, KONKW A0 KiMHaTh BBiwna dnopa
Ekponga.



Xou Barato xT0 Hegontobntoe dnopy Ekpona, Heto He MOXHa He 3axonntoBaTtuca. [Anga apysis
K€ BOHa cama 4apiBHicTb. lNepLue, Wo Bpaxae B Hil, — Haa3BuYanHa spoga. BoHa mae Big
npupoan ckaHOMHaBCbKe CBITMO-300TaBe BOMNOCCH, CUHI, IK BOAM HOPBE3bKOro hbopay, ovi Ta
HDKHY, SK NENCTKM TPOSIHA, LWKIpY. Y Hei npsiMi, XI1onm’'si nnevi Ta CTPYHKI cTerHa. Y TOMIeHoro
nikaps BenbMu OCBi>Xae CrnornsgaHHs Takoro Yy4oBoro 340poB’4.

MpocTta 1 6e3nocepenHs aHrmincbLKa aiB4MHa. MoXxnmnBo, 1 CTapOMOAHWIA, ane ragato, Lo
npupoaHa Kpaca — ii nepesara.

driopa nigcTynuna oo CTonvka Ta BUCMOBWIIA ePETUHHUI CYMHIB LWOA0 TOro, Wwo Koponb Kapn
MepLumnn y3arani HOCUB OUTAYI YepEBUYKN.

— Ta n y 6ygb-akomy pasi, — rosopuna mic dnopa, — ycs Usi METYLLUHS LLOAO peYen 3 NPUYUHN,
LLIO XTOCb iX OAsiraB YM KOPMUCTYBABCA HUMM, 30aeTbCsl 4OCUTb 6e3rny3aoto. Tenep ix HiXTo He
opsrae i HUMK He KopuctyeTbes. MNepo, akum Oxopoxk EniotT Hanncana «MnuH Ha ®nocci», abo
LLIOCb TaKe, — Lie X 3peLuTolo nvwe nepo. AKWwo Bam cnpaegi Tak 4o snogobu xopmx Enior,
YoMy 6 He KynuTK N He NpounTaTh gewese BuaaHHa «MnuHa Ha dnocciy.

— A BK, mic ®nopo, MabyTb, HIKONM HE YMTAETE TaKUX CTAPOMOOHUX KHIDKOK?
— Momunsietecsa, aoktope LWennapa. MeHi nogobaetbecsa « MnuH Ha dnocci».

I'IpmeMHo TaKe NMoYyTU: KHUXKHN, AKi Tenep 4YnTarTb MOS0 XKiHKM Ta AKi CXBantoThb, NpPOCTO
NAKalTb MeHe.

— Bu He npuBiTann meHe, goktope Lennapa, — ckaszana dnopa. — Yu we He dynu?

BoHa npocTarHyna niey pyky. Ha cepegHbomMy nanbLi OyB BULLYKAHUI NEPCTEHb 3 €AMNHOIO
NeprnHoLo.

— Bu xx 3HaeTe, 8 BUXoO4Ky 3aMix 3a Panbda, — noscHuna BoHa. — [s4bKo AyKe 3a40BONEeHUN.
Tomy 5 30cTatocs B CiM'i.

A cxonua ii 3a pyku.
— Mos nto6a, — npomoBwmB 1. — Cnogisatocsi, BU bygete Ayxe Lwacnmsi.

— Mwn 3apy4eHi BXe 3 Micdaub, — CAOKiNHO NpogoxyBana ®nopa, — ane oronocunu nNpo ue nuwe
BYopa. [aabko 36upaetbea nonarognutn «KpocctoyH» Ta BigaaTtun noro Ham. M BgaBatumemo
depmepiB. A Hacnpasgi B3MMKY MomoBaTMMEMO, a Ha CEe30H noigemMo o MicTa, nriasaTuMemMo
Ha sxTi. A nobnto mope. |, 3BiCHO, BUSBNATMMY 0COGNMBY 3auikaBMneHICTb LLepPKOBHO pob0To0
Ta OpaTuMy yyacTb Y BCiX 3acigaHHAX MaTyCb.



Y uen MOMEHT, LLypXo4y4n CyKHeto, yBinLwna mMicic Ekpong, oyxe nepenpoLuytoymn 3a CrnisHEHHS.

CopoMHO 3i3HaTuCA, Ta A HeHaBuaXy Micic Ekpong. BoHa — cami naHUtoxku, 3yOu Ta KiCTKW.
[yxe HenpmnemHa xiHka. ManeHbki 1 cyBopi 6nigo-6naknTHi oui, Wwo, [ki 6 crnosa He NNHYNK 3 i
BYCT, 3aBXAW 3anuLialoTbCa AOMUTANBO XONOAHUMU.

A niginwos 8o Hei, NokMHyBLK ®ropy 6insa BikHa. BoHa TULUbHYNa MeHi XMeHio cyrnobis Ta
nepcHiB i 3axogunacs 6esnepectaHy TOPOXTITU.

Uu 5 yyB npo 3apyynHn dnopmn? Ak Bgano Bce cknagaetbces. J1obi giTouku 3akoxanues 3
nepworo nornsay. NpocTo igeansHa napa: BiH — TakM cMarnsaBuii, BOHa — Taka binsBka.

— He moxy onucatn Bam, niobun min goktope Lennapa, Ske ue nonerweHHsa ans
MaTEPUHCLKOro cepus.

Micic Ekpong 3iTxHyna, Biggatoumn gaHnHy ii MaTepPUHCBKOMY CepLto, ToAi AK 04MMa NPOHUKINBO
nacrna 3a MHOH0.

— A TyT nogymana. Bu takun gaeHiv gpyr nto6oro Pogxepa. Ham Bigomo, sk BiH AoBipsie Bawmm
cympkeHHAM. MeHi Tak cknagHo y ctaHoBuLw,i BooBu GigHoro Cecina. Ane e Tak 6arato
BUCHaXIMMBOIO — Pi3Hi po3paxyHKn, 3HaeTe, i Bcske Take. A Wwupo Bipto, Wo Pompxkep nnaHye
po3nopsanTucs woao nboi drnopu, ane, sk BM 3HaeTe, BiH TPOXU OpUriHanbHUM, ocobnmeo
CTOCOBHO rpowuen. Lo ayxe TMNOBO, SK MeHe 3aneBHANU, ANng NPOMUCIIOBMX MarHaris. A
nogymana, 3HaeTe, 4 He norosopunu 6 Bu 3 HUM npo Le? dropa Bac ayxe nobuts. Mu
BBa)KaeMo BacC AaBHIM APYroM, Xo4a 1 3HanoMi nuuie Tpoxu GinbLue 3a ABa POKW.

MoTik kpacHoMoBCTBa Micic Ekpong nepecox, 60 aABepi BiTanbHi 3HOBY BiguMHunucs. Lle ayxe
MeHe BTiwnno. MeHi He nogobaeTbcs BTpyYaTUCs Y YyXi CpaBu, TOXX HE Ma0 HAMMEHLLIOTO
Hamipy TypOyBaTtu Exporiga 3 npuBogy rpoLoBmnx posnopsaaxeHs wopno enopw. e tpoxu —i g
OyB 61 3MyLLEeHNI 3a89BUTK NPO Lie Micic Ekpong.

— Bwu 3Hanowmi 3 manopom BnaHTom, 4m He Tak, JoKTope?
— Tak, aBxex, — niaTeepamns 1.

Barato xTo 3Hae ekTopa bnaHTa — npmMHamMHi 3 YyTok. HixTo iHWKUI He BnonoBae Tak 6arato
OVKNX TBApWH Y HANHENMOBIPHILLIMX MicuaX, K Manop bnaHT. Konn BK 3ragaeTe Npo HbOro, Bam
CKaXyTb: «bnaHT... Yacom He TON MUCNUBELL 3@ BENUKOI OUYNHOK?Y.

Woro apyx6a 3 EKpoiiiom 3aBxam MeHe TpoxXv AvByBana: Lji A4BOe YOroBikiB 6ynu pasioye
pisHumMmn. lektop BnaHT pokiB Ha M’'aTb MonoALwwmi 3a Ekponga. BoHn ctanu gpyssamu we
3amonogy, i, xo4a ixHi Wnisxu posinwnmncs, gpyxoda sanuwanacst HenoxmTtHoto. LLlo aBa poku
BnaHT npoBoauTb ABa TWXHI B «[ManopoTi», i NOCTINHMM HaragyBaHHSM NPO Lo Apyx0y cnyrye



BenuyesHa rorosa 3Bipa 3 HEMMOBIPHO po3rany>KeHuMn poramu, Lo ANBUTLCS Ha Bac
KanamyTHUMW o4Mma Ta NpUTSarye Bawl nornsag, WOMHO CTynuTe Yepes BXigHi ABepi.

BnaHT yBiMLWOB 40 KiMHATK NpUTaMaHHUMM NOMY MOBIIBHUMN Ta M’SIKMMK Kpokamu. Lie ByB
YOMOBIK CEPEAHLOTO 3POCTY, MILIHUI | KPSHKMCTMIA. loro YepBoHyBaTo-KOpUYHEBE 0BMYYS Mano
Ha OMBO HeBupasHui Burnag. Cipi odi cnpaBnsny BpaXXeHHs 3aBXau CpsiMOBaHUX y OanVHY.
Bin 6yB Hebanaky4mm, i Konu 11 03MBaBCHA, TO FOBOPMB YPMBYACTO, HA4Ye CrioBa 3 MOro BYCT
BUTUCKanNMW.

— Ak Bn, Wennapge? — 3anuTae BiH 3BMYHO YPMBYACTO, @ NOTIM 3yNMMHUBCSA NPOCTO nepeq,
KamiHOM i 3aMBMBCS Ha LLIOCb HaJ HalMMKM ronioBamu Tak, HibM BrneaiB AeLo LikaBe gecb y
TimMByKTY.

— Mawiope bnaHTt, — 3BepHynacsa ®nopa, — 4n He po3noBinu 6 BM MeHi Npo ui adpprKaHCbKi
WwTyykn. Magato, BU 3HaeTe, AN YOro BOHMU.

A uyB, wo lNektopa bnaHTa HasnBanu XXiHKOHEHaBUCHWKOM, ane 3ayBaXwus, Lo Ao dnopu BiH
NiginWoB 4OCUTb MNOKBAMNBO, M BOHN 060€e CXMNuUnmce Hag CpibHUM CTONMKOM.

£ 6osBecs, wo micic Ekpong 3HOBY 3aBefe po3MOBY MPO rPOLLUOBI JOMOBIIEHOCTI, TOMY LLUBUOKO
KMHYB Kiflbka pennik Npo HOBMI COPT Maxy4yoro ropoLuKky. A npoyntas Npo HOBUW copT Yy «dewnni
Menn». Micic Ekpong He mae 1 yaBMNeHHS Npo POCIIMHHULTBO, O4HAaK HaNneXxXuTb 40 TUX XKIHOK,
AKi NONONAITL CNPaBNATN BpaXKeHHs1 4o0pe 06i3HaHNX Y NOBCAKAEHHUX MUTAHHSX, | TAKOX
yntae «Ldenni Menny». Mu mann mMoxnmeiCTb NigTPUMyBaTK AYXKe KynbTypHY Gecigy, Nokn 0o Hac
He npueaHanucs Ekpona i noro cekpetap. Oapasy notomy Mapkep oronocms, LWLO BeYeps
rotoBsa.

Moe micue 3a ctonom 6yno mix micic Ekpong i dnopoto. bnaHT cugis no iHwWy pyky micic
Ekpong, a xedhdpi PeMmoHA nopyy 3 HUM.

Beuepsi 6yna HeBecernot. Ekpong 3arnnbuscs y posgymu. Burnaa mas npurHiveHun i mamxe

Hivoro He iB. Micic Ekpong, PenmoHg i s nigTpumyBanu po3amoBy. Ha ®nopy, 3gaeanocs,
BANWHYyNa AsabkoBa Aenpecis, a bnaHT nopuHyB Y 3BUYHY MOBYa3HICTb.

Ogppasy nicns 0bigy Ekpong y3se meHe nig pyKy 1 nosiB 4O CBOro KabiHeTy.

— Ham npuHecyTb KaBy i BinbLue He 3anMaTMMyTb, — MOSICHWB BiH. — A 3BeniB PenmoHay
noabartu npo Te, Wob Ham He 3aBakarnu.

$1 MOBYKM 1 HENOMITHO BMBYaB Moro. Ekpona, BoueBuap, 6yB YNMOCH CXBUNbOBAHWUIA. XBUITUHY



4n OBi BiH Noxoopkas TyAU-CoAM KiMHATO, a NoTiM, Konu 3’asuBcd Napkep i3 kaBoko Ha Tauj,
OMyCTUBCH y M'IKe KPIiCro nepen KaMmiHOM.

KaGiHeT OyB 3aTnwHMM. OgHY 3 A0ro CTiH 3aMmarny KHWXKKOBI nonuui. Benuki kpicna 6ynu o6ouTi
CVHBOIO LWKipOK. Bing BikHa CTOSIB BENUKWUIA NUCLMOBUI CTiN — yBECb B aKypaTHO NiAMMCaHUX i

niawmMTnx nanepax. Ha KpyrnomMy CTOnmMKy nexanu XypHanv Ta CropTUBHI raseTu.

— OcTaHHIM YacoMm ToK KnsaTuK Binb Nicns iXi 3HOBY NOBEPTAETLCH, — CMOKINHO 3ayBaXus
Ekpowia, Hanusatoum cobi kaBy. — Mycute 3HOBY AaTh MeHi TUX BaLUMX Nirymnok.

A 3porapgaecs, WO BiH NparHe CTBOPUTY BUAMMICTb MEAMYHOI TEMW HaLloi Becian, Tox niairpas
nomy.

— A Tak i gymae. Tomy 1 3axonuB ix i3 cobot0.

—Yynoso. To fasante crogu.

— BoHu B moin Banisi. Iigy v npuHecy ix.

Exkpona 3ynuHuMB MeHe.

— He nepenmantecs. MNMapkep npuHece. [Napkepe, byab nacka, NpuMHeCiTb AOKTOPOBY Banisy!
— Cnyxato, cep.

Mapkep Bunwos. LLonHO A XOTiB 03BaTuCA, 9K EKpona 3acTepexHo nigHAaB pykKy.

— LWe Hi. NouekanTe. Xiba BM He BaunTe? A Takn 3HEPBOBAHWN, LLIO fIeABE MOXY
CTPUMYBATUCB.

£ yynoBo ue 6aumB. | MmeHe ue ayxe TypOyBano — BUHMKanu pisHi nepeadyTta. Manxe Bigpasy
Ekpona 3aroBopuB 3HOBY.

— Byab nacka, nepesipTe, 41 3a4MHEHO BIKHO? — NOMNPOCKB BiH MEHE.

Tpoxu 3gmBoBaHWi, A NiaBiBCA i NiginwoBs Ao BikHa. He naHopamMHoro, a 3B8M4anHOro BikHa 3
nignomMHo pamoto. [Nonpu onyLleHi BaXkki OKCAMUTOBI LUTOPY BrakMTHOIO KOMNbOpY, 3ropy BiKHO
Oyno NpoYnHEHE.

[okn 9 mopoumBcs Bins BikHa, 4o KiMHaTK noBepHyBcsA NMapkep 3 Moeto Bani3oto.

— Yce rapasg, — noBigoMuB 4.



— B 3aMKHynu BiKHO Ha 3acyBKy?
— Tak, Tak. Ekponge, wo 3 samn?

Mapkep came 3a4mMHMB 3a coboto ABepi, iHaKWwe A 6 He NocTaBMB Lie 3anuTaHHA. [Jonoku
BignosicTn, Ekpona 3Bonikas i3 XBUMNHY.

— A B Nekni, — NoBiflbHO NPOMOBKB BiH. — Hi, He 3BakanTe Ha Ti KNaTi nirynkn. A ckasas ue ans
Mapkepa. Cnyrm Taki wikasi. MNigingite i npucagete. [1Bepi Takox 3aMKHEHO, Tak?

— Tak. HixTo Hac He nigcnyxae, He xBunonTecs.

— lWennapge, HiXTO He 3Hae, YOro s 3a3HaB 3a OCTaHHI0 Jo0y. AKLIO YMICh AiM | po3nagascs Ha
o4ax Moro BracHuka, To ue min. A otor PanbdoBuin BUOPUK — Lie OCTaHHs Kpanns. Ta 3apas He
npo ue. lMpo iHwe... iHwe... A He 3Hato, WO i3 UuM poduTK. A Malo LBMAKO LLIOChb BUPILLUTH.

— Lo Bac myuntb?

Ekpowia HimyBaB XxBUNuHU ABi (9 BigvyBaB y HbOMY AMBHE HebaXaHHSA NPOAOBXYBaTH), a Komnu
03BaBCH, MOro 3anuTaHHA NPOrpMMIno Hade rpim cepep sicHoro Heba. Ha Take A He odikyBaB.

— Wennapge, Bu HaeigyBanu Ewni Peppaca nig yac noro ocTaHHbOi XBOpobU, Tak?

— Tak.

Cxoxe, hopMyntoBaHHA HACTYMHOMO 3annTaHHsS MOMY 4arocs Lie Baxye.

— Bwu konuncb nigosptosanu... Bu Hikonu He 3amucnioBanucs, Wo... WO MOro Mormm oTpyitn?

4 moB4aB 30 ABi xBUNUHK. Toadi BupiwmB, Wo BignosicTn. 3pewwToto, Pogxep Exkpong He GyB
KeponaiH.

— Bigkpvto Bam npaBay, — MoBMB . — Ha To 4ac y MeHe nifo3p He BUHKKIO, ane notim 6anayku
MOE€i CeCTpu BCE X HALLITOBXHYNM MEHe Ha Taky OyMKy. Biatogi s He moxy ii no3byTtuca. Ane,
3ayBaxTe, S He Mato XOOHWUX NigcTas Ans nigosp.

— Moro Taku oTpyinu, — ckasas Expong,.

BiH roBopuB CyMHO 1 BaXKO.

— XT0? — 3anuTaB g panToM.

— OpyxuHa.



— 3BigKku Le Bam Biaomo?

— BoHa cama sizHanacs.

— Konn?

— Yyopa! boxe min, yyopa! A HiGnTo gecaTb pokis Tomy!
Akycb MUTb 51 3a4eKaB, i BiH NPOAOBXMB:

— Posywmiete, LWennapae, g po3nosigat Bam Lie KOHMIAEHUiINHO. YCe NOBUHHO 3anuUnTUCA MiXK
Hamn. MeHi noTpiGHa Bawa nopaga. A He MOXy HECTU BECb TArap caM. AK s BXe Ka3aB, s He
3Hato, Wo pobuTu.

— OnuwiTh, SIK Le cTanocs, — NoNpocuB s1. — £ BCe LWe HiYoro He po3ymito. Ak micic eppac
3i3Hanacs Bam?

— Yce 6yno Tak. Tpu Micsui Tomy s 3anponoHyBaB Micic Peppac BUATK 3a MeHe 3aMidX. BoHa
MeHi BigMoBMNa. A nonpocus 3HOBY, i LbOro pady BOHa Norogunnacs, ane He J03BOSMNa MeHi
OroflocUTM NPo 3apyyvnHK, NOKN HE MUHE piK kanobun. Yyopa 4 Hasigas ii i Haragas, Wo Big Yacy
CMePpTi ii YonoBika MUHYB PiK i TpY TWXHI, TOMY 3anepedeHb wogo nyoniyHOro orofioweHHs Npo
3apy4mHm Ginbe 6yt He Moxe. A 3ayBaXkuB, LLO BNPOAOBXK OCTAHHIX KifIbKOX AHIB BOHA AMBHO
nosoauTbCs. | panTom, 30BCiM HecnogiBaHo, BOHa 3namanacs. BoHa... BoHa po3nosina MeHi
BCe. Ak HeHaBuAina cBoro XXOpPCTOKOro YOsioBika, SIK 3pocTarno ii KoxaHHS 0O MeHe, i o SKOro...
Xaxnmeoro 3acoby BoHa Baanacsa. OTtpyta! boxe min! Lle 6yno xonogHokpoBHe BOGUBCTBO.

A nomiTne ormay Ta xxax Ha EkporgoBomy obnuydi. Micic ®eppac, MmabyTb, Tex e nobadyumna.
Ekpong He Hanexas 4O TUX NPUCTPACHMX 3aKOXaHWX, siKi 3aaTHi Bce npobaynTty 3apaam
KOXaHH4. Y npuHumni, BiH JOGPONOpsAaHUI rpOMaasiHvH. Yce po3Baxnnee, MoparbHe,
3aKOHOCNYXHSIHE B HBOMY MOBHICTIO BiBEPHYIOCA Bif Hei Tiei MUTI 0OKPOBEHHS.

— Tak, — npooBXyBaB BiH TUXO 1 MOHOTOHHO. — BoHa 3i3Hanacs y BcboMy. Ta, Cxoxe, e ogHa
noavHa — NanHa, ska WaHTaxysana ii Ha BenuyesHi cymu. | Len TMck nomany 3Boams ii 3

po3ymy.

— Wo 1o 3a Yyonosik?

PanTtom nepep moimu odamu noctanu Panbd MenToH i Micic ®eppac. IxHi ronosu Tak 6rmabko.
Ha muTb 51 BigvyB nowToBx TpmBorn. Heexe ue... Hi, ue abcontotHo Hemoxnueo! A 3ragas, sk

Panb BiTascs 3i MHOW Uboro nonyaHs. besrnysas!

— BoHa He HasBarna MeHi imeHi, — noBinbHO MoBUB Ekpong. — BrnacHe, BOHa 11 He roBopuna, Lo



TO yonosik. Ane 3BiCHO...
— 3BicHO, — norogmecsa 9. — MabyTb, TO YONoBik. A BM HIKOro He nigo3ptoeTte?
Y Bignosigb Ekpona 3acTtorHas, 3aTynuBLUK 06nMYYs JONOHAMM.

— Lle HemoxnuBo, — BUTUCHYB BiH. — Big camoi aymkun npo ue a 6oxeBonito. Hi, HaBiTb He
pO3MoBiM BaM, sika CTpallHa Nigo3pa npomMariHyna B Moin ronosi. OgHade ckaxy Take. BoHa
Ckasana [eLuo, Lo HAWTOBXHYO MeHe Ha 340raj, LWo ua ocoba moxe ByTn cepen Moix
AOMAaLLHIX... ane ue Hemoxnmeo. A, MabyTb, HENPAaBWIBHO ii 3pO3yMiB.

— o Bu in ckazann? — 3anuTas s.

— Wo a mir ckazatn? 3BicHO, BOHa 6auunna, SK1uM XXaxnMBuM LLOKOM Lie cTano ans mexe. | we
OfOHe: 9K 1 MYCMB YYMHUTM LWOAO Uiei cnpaBm? BoHa x 3pobuna meHe cniBy4acHMKOM
noctdakTyM. Magato, BoHa 3po3ymina ue weuglle, Hix s1. Cami posymieTe, s GyB oLleneLeHunn.
BoHa nonpocuna B MeHe ABaauATb YOTUPY roanHu... 3Mycuna noobiuaTn Hivoro He pobutn ao
3aKiHYeHHs Uuboro TepmiHy. BoHa BnepTo BigmMoBnsanacsi Ha3eaTtu iM’st MEP30THUKA, LLO
WwaHTaxyBsas ii. Mpunyckato, xiHka 6osinacs, Wo s nigy NpocTo A0 HbOro Ta Nob’to noro, a Toai —
BOHa Oyna nepekoHaHa — Bigctynatu Oyae Hikyan. BoHa ckasana, Wwo s oTpumato Big Hei 3BiCTKy
Le Ao Toro, sk MuHe goba. boxe min! Mpucsaratoca Bam, Lennapae, MeHi HaBiTb HAa AyMKY He
cnarno, Lo BOHa Mana Hamip BYMHMTK. CamorybeTeo! | 8 nigToBXHYB ii 4O LbOro.

— Hi, Hi, — 3anepeuus 4. — He nepebinbLuynTte. MNpoBuHa 3a ii cCMepTb HE Ha BALLOMY CYMJSTiHHI.
— [MnTaHHA B TOMY, SIK MEHi BUMHMTK 3apa3? bigHa iHka mepTea. Yun BapTO BOPYLUNTN MUHYE?
— Uinkom norogxytocs 3 BaMu, — He CTaB 3anepedysaTi .

— € we gewo. Ak MeHi gictaTti Toro Mep30THMKA, KU 3BIB ii B Moruny. Lle » Have BiH cam i
BOMB? BiH 3HaB Npo nepLuni 3N0YMH | CKOPUCTABCS 3 HbOTO, SIK TMOKWIA CTePB’ATHMK. BoHa
cnnartuna CBO LjiHY. A LLO X BiH? YHUKHE NOKapaHHSA?

— # po3ymito, — NPOTArHyB 5. — Xo4eTe BniMmatu rnoro? Ta, 3HaeTe, Lie 03Havae po3rosoc.

— Tak, 51 obmipkoByBaB Le. S 06MipKkyBaB yCi «3a» Ta «NpoTm».

— # 3rogeH 3 Bamu WoA0 HeobXiAHOCTI NoKapaTu 3NoYMHUS, ane 3BaXTe, Yoro BaM Lie
KowITyBaTume.

Ekpong niggiscs i noyaB MipsaTK KiMHaTy Kpokamu. [oTim 3HOBY po3cnabneHo onycTuecs y
Kpicno.



— Cnyxawte, Wennapae, 3anuwmo Bce K e. AKLWO Big Hei He Byae )KOA4HOI 3BIiCTKK, He
TPMBOXMO MUHYIE.

— Lo BM maeTe Ha yBasi nig «sAKLWO Big Hei He Byae »O4HOI 3BICTKU» ? — 3annTas s.

— A nepekoHaHui, WO AeCb AKOCb BOHA 3anulumna MeHi NoBigoOMIIEHHS... nepen cmepTio. He
MOXY LbOro 0BECTHU, ane ue Tak.

A noxutas ronosoto.

— BoHa X He 3anuwana »ogHoro f1cTa, HaBiTb 3anncku? — nepennTas 4.

— lWennapge, 9 BneBHEeHUN, L0 BOHA 3anuwuna. ba 6inbwe, Bigyysato, Wo, ceigoMo B1ubpasLum
CMepTb, BOHa X0Tina, wob yce Bigkpunocs, abun noMcTUTUCH YOMOBIKY, AKMIA OOBIB ii 4O Taknx
KpanHoLuiB. A Bipto, WO, SKOM ToAi MaB MOXMBICTb N00a4UNTX ii, BOHa Ha3Bana 6 iM's |
nonpocuna nokapatu noro, 4oro 6 MeHi Lie He BapTyBarso.

BiH nognBumBca Ha meHe.

— Bwu He Bipute y nepeguyTtTta?

— O TaK, Bipto, y NEBHOMY CeHci. AKLIO, 9K BU KaxkeTe, Big Hei Oyae 3BicTKa...

A 3aTux. [1Bepi TMX0 BigunHUnucs, i 3’aBmBecs MNapkep i3 Tauelo Ta Kiflbkoma fiMctammn Ha Hil.
— BeuipHsa nowTa, cep, — noBigoMmB BiH, Nepeaatoyn Tauro Ekpongy.

MoTim 3ibpaB KaBOBI YaLLKN Ta BUIALLOB.

£ BigBoOnikca Ha MUTb, a TOAI 3HOBY MsHYB Ha Ekporaa. BiH 3actur kam’sHum 6oBaypom,
BTYMUBLLMCb Y JOBracTUM CUHIA KOHBEPT. |HLWi NUCTX BNanu Ha JOMIBKY.

— li noyepk, — npowenoTis BiH. — MabyTb, y4opa BBeYepi BOHa BUXOAUMa Ta Bianpasmna noro
nepeg... nepeq Tmw, siK...

BiH posipBaB KOHBEPT i BUTArHYB KifnlbKa LyNKMX apKyLwis. INoTiM MeTHyBCSA NOrnsaomM Ha MeHe.
— Buv BNeBHeHi, Lo 3a4UHUNU BIKHO? — 3anuTaB BiH.
— Llinkom, — 3gmBoBaHo BignosiB 5. — A W07

— Y MeHe ubOoro Be4yopa sikecb AuBHe BigyyTTa. HeHaye 3a MHoto wnurytoTe. Lo ue?..



BiH pByuko obepHyBcs. A Texx. Ham 06om 3ganocs, Wwo Mn Nodynu KnauaHHa ABEPHOro 3aMkKa.
A niginwos oo aBepen i BiguMHUB ix. Tam Hikoro He Byro.

— Hepsu, — npobypmoTis Ekpong.

BiH po3ropHyB apKyLli Ta no4aB TUXO YnTaTh Bronoc:

Hoporun min, ntodui min Pogpxkepe... XKutta 3a iHwe xntta. A nobaymna ue... Nobavmna ue
CbOrofHi Ha Bawomy obnuyyi. Tomy s BUOMparo eanHui BinbHUA ANa MeHe wnax. 3anuvwato Ha
BacC NokapaHHsA Tiei MI0ANHK, sSika 3a MUHYNWI PiK NepeTBopusia Moe XNTTA Ha 3eMHe nekro. A
He XOTifna Ha3BaTu BaM MOro iMeHi CborofHi nononyaHi, ane obiysao Hanucatu horo tenep. Y
MEHe HeEMae Hi giTen, Hi bnnabkux poandie, SIKMX BapTO NMOLLKOAYBaTW, TOMY He GinTeca
posronocy. 3a MoXnuBocTi, Pogxepe, Min Hagopoxumii Pogxepe, npobadte MeHi Te 3no, ake S
Morna Bam 3anogiatv, 60, Konv NPUNLLIOB Yac, 1 OAHAKOBO He 3MOrfa LbOoro 3pobuTy. ..

Ekpong 3ynuHuBCS, abu neperopHyT! apKyLL.

— Wennapae, oapynte, ane 4 MyLly Npo4YnTaT Lie Ha CamoTi, — MOBMB BiH HeneBHo. — Lle
NpU3Ha4YeHo Ans Moix o4ven, i nuwe gns Hux.

BiH 3ax0oBaB NNCT y KOHBEPT i NOKMaB NOro Ha CTif.

— [MisHiwe, konn s 6yay cam.

— Hi, — BUrykHyB £, He CTpMMaBLUUCh, — NpOYNTanTe 3apas.
Exkpona nognBmecs Ha MeHe TPOXU 34MBOBaHO.

— Bbyab nacka, sBubaute, — nobypsakoBiB 5. — A He MaB Ha yBasi uiTaTtu Le Bronoc. [pocTto
npoynTanTe, JOKA 4 e TYT.

Ekpong noxutas rofosolo.

— Hi, s kpawe 3ayekato.

I3 Akoicb He3po3yminoi ana cebe NpuYMHU A He BIACTyNaBcs:
— [MpuHaMHi npoyMTanTe iM’a TOro Yosnosika!

Mpote Ekpong yneptun, gk ocen: wo Binble Hanonsdraew Ha YoMychb, TO BinbLie BiH



onupaeTbCd. YCi Moi aprymeHTn BUSABUANCA MapHUMN.
JIncT npuHecnu 3a ABaguUATb XBUMWH A0 OeB’aToi. A BUXoauB 3 KIMHaTU 3a OeCHATb XBUIWMH 0
OEeB’ATOI, a NIUCT TakK i He Byno Nnpo4ynTaHo. A 3aTpMmaB PYKY Ha KNsMLUi, O3UMPHYBCS, UM HIYOro He

3abyB 3pobuTu. Hivoro He 3ragas. [NoxuTasLum ronoso, BUMLLOB i 3a4MHMB 3a cob0t0 ABepi.

A 3ppurHyBscs, 60 nobaums nepen coboto Mapkepa. BiH MaB 36eHTeXeHUN BUMMAA, TOX 5
BMpILWMB, WO ToN, MabyTb, NigcrnyxoByBasB.

Ake rmagke, M'slke Ta MacHe obnn4YYs B LbOro Yonoeika. | Noro nornsia 0AHO3HaYHO Migo3pinuia.

— Mictep Ekpong 3Benis He TypOyBaTu MOro, — NOBIAOMMB S XONO4HO. — BiH npocuB meHe
nepekasaTtu Bam.

— 3BicHO, cep. MeHi... MeHi B4yBCS A3BIHOK.

Ha Taky oueBmaHy OpexHio s He BBaxkaB 3a NoTpibHe BignosicTu. [posiBwn MmeHe y xon, [Napkep
OOMOMIr MeHi BOArHYTK NansTo, i 1 CTynmB Yy Hid. Micsiub OyB 3a xmapamu, i BCe 3a4aBanocs gyxe
TEMHUM | TUXUM.

FOAWHHMK Ha CinbCbKil LLepKBi BOapuB OeB’ATY, KONu S NpoxXoaus vYepes napKkosi BOpoTa.
lMoBepHyBLUKN NiBOPYY, OO cena, 9 Mamke HaLWTOBXHYBCS Ha YOrioBiKa, SKUW pyxaBcs y
NPOTUNEXHUI BIK.

— Lle popora go «[lMapky nanopoTi», MicTepe? — XpUMKo 3anvTaB He3HaoMeLb.

A rnsHyB Ha HbOro. Yepes HaTArHyTUIM Ha caMi O4i Kanentox i NiAHATUI KOMip NansTo A He Mir
po3aMBUTUCH NOro 06nmyYs, ane cxoxe, To OyB toHak. 13 rpybum i npocTakyBaTUM rofiocoMm.

— Oue BopoTa Napky, — KUBHYB 4.

— Osakyto, mictepe. — BiH 3aMOBK, a NOTiM AoAaB 30BCiM 3anBe: — baunte, 9 HETYTELUHIN.

Bin nonpsimyBaB cobi gani. | Konu s 03MpHYBCSH 3a HAM, FOHaK y>Xe MUHaB BOpoTa.

[nBHO, NOro ronoc HaragaB MeHi iHLIWN, 3HAaOMWUIA FONoC, ane Ynn, 3ragatv He BOanocs.

3a gecaTtb xBUNKWH A BXe b6yB yagoma. KeponanH my4ymna WikasicTb, HOMY 51 MOBEPHYBCS Tak
paHo, TOX ANS ii 3340BONEHHA 1 TPOXU AodaHTa3yBaB, K NPOBIB BeYip. YTiM, He Mir no3byTuca

MOTOPOLLHOIO Big4yTTs, WO BOHA 6a4nTb MEHE HACKpi3b.

O gecaTin 51 nigsiBCA, NO3iXHYB i 3anponoHyBae nitu cnatn. KeponarH norogunacs. bys Bevip
MATHULI, a WON'ATHULI 9 3aBOXY roanHHUKK. OTOX, K 3aBXau, S B3sIBCA A0 Liei cnpasu, a



Kepona|7|H nogasnacAa nepekoHaTucA, 4m n06pe npucnyra 3amMmkHyna KyxHro.

Byno 4BepTb N0 AecATin, KON My NigHiManucs cxogamu. A LWONHO CTYNNB Ha OCTaHHIO
CXOOMHKY, SIK ¥ BiTanbHi 03BaBCcs TenegoH.

— Micic bentc, — ogpasy x ckasana KeponaiH.

— botocs, wo Tak, — cnoxmypHiB 4.

£ 36ir cxogamu Ta nNigHSAB CryxaBkKy.

— Wo? — 301kHyB 5. — LL|o? 3BicHO, S HeranHo BMpyLUalto.

£ noGir Haropy, cxonue MO Bani3y Ta KMHYB TyAu Napy 3amBuX NOB'A30K.

— TenedhoHysas Mapkep, — rykHyB s KeponawH, — 3 «[ManopoTi». Tam LLONHO BUABUIIN, LLIO
Pooxxepa Ekponga B6uto.

Posgin n’atun. YomscTBO
Maibke MUTTEBO 9 BUBIB MaLUWHY Ta noMyaB Ao «[lanopoTi». BUCTpMBHYB 3 MaLLnHK 1
HeTepnsiye HaTUCHYB rya3unk A3BiHKa. HixTo He Big4MHMB, i 1 HATUCHYB 3HOBY.

Topi 51 novyB 6pA3KaHHS NaHLUKXKKa, | HA Noposi nocTas lNMapkep — i3 Linkom 6e3npmucTpacHUM,
HE3BOPYLUHUM 0BNYYsM.

£ npoTUCHYBCS NOB3 HBOIO 0 XOry.

— [le BiH? — pi3KO KNHYB 1.

— Oapyute, cep?

— Baw rocnogap. Mictep Ekpong. LLlo Bn Butpiwmnuca Ha meHe! By nosigomunu noniuito?
— Moniujto, cep? Bu ckazanu noniuito? — Napkep OMBUBCA HA MeHe, Haye Ha npumMapy.

— Lo 3 Bamu, MNapkepe? Akwo, sk B roBOpUTE, BaLLIOro rocnogapsi BouTo. ..

Mapkepy 3abuno nogux.



— lNocnogapa? Béuto? Hemoxnmeo, cep!
Tenep yxe A BUTPILLMBCA Ha HbOTO.

— Xiba 10 He BM TenedoHyBanM MeHi XBUMH 30 M'sITb TOMY 3 MOBIAOMIIEHHSAM, LLO BOUTO
MmicTepa Exponga?

— A, cep? O, Hi, cep, cnpaegai! A 6 HaBiTb yABUTK COBI Take He Mir.
— To6T0 BM xo4eTe ckasaTtu, Wwo Bce e xapTt? Lo 3 mictepom Ekpongom yce rapasg?
— Bubaure, cep, ane Ton, XT0 TenedoHyBaB, CKOPUCTABCHA MOIM iM’'AM?

— Mepenosim gocniBHo Te, WO g novys: «Lle poktop Wennapa? Lie Mapkep, maxopaom i3
«Manoporti». Cep, npuixkgkanTte HeranHo. Mictepa Ekponga Bounm».

Mwu 3 Mapkepom 6e3nopagHo TYNUUCS OAWMH B OGHOTO.

— [yxe HegoGpun xapT, cep, — HapeLUTi LLOKOBaAHO 03BaBCs TON. — Ake HaxabCcTBO ckasatu
Take!

— e mictep Exkpong? — pantom 3anutas .

—[apato, BiH yce we y cBoeMy kabiHeTi, cep. damu Bxe narnu, a manop bnant i mictep
Penmong y 6inbapgHin.

— A, mabyTb, NPOCTO 3andy A0 HbOrO Ha XBUITMHKY 1 MOTNSHY, — BUPILWIKNB S. — 3Hato, BiH He
XO0TiB, abwu rnoro TypbyBanu, Ta Len ANBHUIN NNXUIA XapT HE Jae MEHi CNOKO. A NpOCTO Xo4vy

nepeKkoHaTucs, Lo 3 HUM yce rapasf,.

— beaymoBHO, cep. A Texx nodyBaroCca HECMOKINHO. AKLO BU HE NPOTU, S NpoBeay Bac A0
aBepen, cep.

— 30BCiM Hi, — 3aneBHUB 1. — X0AiMoO.

A nponwos y asepi npaBopyY, Napkep cnigom 3a MHOW0. My onnHUNUCS Y ManeHbKoMy
nepennokoi, 3BiAKN HEBENUYKNIA CXOO0BUKW NMPONIT BiB 40 crnanbHi Ekponaa, i 4 noctykas y asepi
kabiHeTy.

Bignosiai He 6yno. {1 noBepHyB KNAMKY — ABEPi 3aMKHEHO.

— [JosBonkTe MeHi, cep, — nonpocus lMNapkep.



[y>xxe cnpuTHO, K Ha NIOAMHY MOro CTaTypu, BiH CTaB Ha OAHe KOSTiHO W 3a3MpPHYB Y 3aMKOBY
LNapVHY.

— Knitou ycTpoMneHo B 3aMOK, cep, — NOBiAOMUB BiH, NiaBoasyuck. — lacepeauHu. Mictep
Ekpong, mabyTb, 3aMKHYBCS1 3cepeanHn 1a, MMOBIPHO, 3agpivasB.

A cxvnuecs i nepesipyB TBepAXEHHS Napkepa.

— Cxoxe, Bce rapasz, — NpunycTuB s, — Ta Bce X, MNapkepe, s po3byayky Bawloro rocnogaps. S
He 3acCrnoKotoCsl | He Moidy AoAoMY, AOKK He MOoYYHo Bil HbOTO Camoro, Lo 3 HUM yce rapasg.

MpomMoBMBLLK Lie, A CXOMMUBCS 3a KNAMKY 1 FYKHYB:

— Ekponge, Ekpoinge, Ha XBUIMHKY.

Bignosiai Tak i He 6yno. A knHyB nornag Yepes nneve.

— #1 He Xouy TPMBOXUTU JOMALLIHIX, — Baralounch, 3ayBaXuB .

Mapkep NiLLOB 3a4MHUTU ABEPi A0 BEMIMKOro X0ny, 3 AKOro My NpURLLNA.

— [apato, Tenep yce gobpe, cep. binbsipaHa Ha iHWOoMY 6oL ByAMHKY, K | KyXHsi Ta cnanbHi
Aam.

A KMBHYB i3 po3yMiHHAM. Todi HecaMOBUTO 3arynas y ABepi Ta, HaXUNUBLUNCL, Make 3aKkpuyas
Y 3aMKOBY LLUMapUHY:

— Ekponge, Exkpoinge! Lie Wennapa. BnycTiTe MeHe.
| 3HOBY TuLa. 2KOOHUX O3HAK XUTTA i3 3aMKHEeHOoi KimHaTu. Mu 3 [Napkepom nepesnpHynucs.

— Cnyxante, NMapkepe, — cka3aB 51, — 4 36mpatloca BunamaTtu gBepi... Yn, Kpalle, pa3oMm.
BignosiganbHicTte 6epy Ha cebe.

— AKWwo BM Tak BBaXkaeTe, cep, — noroguecs Napkep 4OCUTb HEBNEBHEHO.
— Tak, BBaxalo. £ He Ha apT 3aHenoKoeHun mictepom Exkpongom.
£ OKMHYB NOrNA40M HEBENUYKUI NEPESNOKIN i CXonNuB Baxkkun gybosun cTineupb. Mu 3

Mapkepom y3sanm horo nomixk cebe n niwnum B Hactyn. Pas, ABivi, TpMdi MM BOapwnn rno 3amky.
Ha TpeTbomMy yaoapi Tom 3namascs, i M1 BNeTIAN 4o KiMHaTMW.



Ekpowng cuais y kpicni nepen KaMmiHOM, Aie S 4 3anuLmB NOro. Woro ronosa Bnana Habik, a Tpoxu
HWkK4Ye Big KOMipa migxaka npornsgaBcs 6nMcKy4Ymi LUMaTovoK KpyyYeHoro Metarny.

Mwu 3 Mapkepom HabnM3annNucs 4o posnnacTaHoro Tina. A 4yB, K MaXXOPAOM i3 Pi3KMM CBUCTOM
YTArHyB MOBITPS.

— 3apiccanu 33aay, — npotuernecTis BiH. — LLaxnueo!
BiH npoTep XyCTOYKO MOKpE 4omo, a NoTiM BOA3KO NPOCTArHYB PyKy OO0 PYKIB'A KMHOKana.

— He TopkanTecs, — pi3ko KUHYB S. — 1aiTb 3aTenedoHynTe Ao noniuii. Po3kaxiTk, WO cTanocs.
MoTim nosigomTe Mictepa PenmoHga Ta manopa bnaHTa.

— Cnyxato, cep.

Yce e BuTmnpatoydm cnitHine 4ono, MNapkep WBMUAKO BUALLOB.

£ 3pobumB Ty ApibHMYKY, siKy Tpeba byno. A octepiraBcsi, abu He NOPYLUNTU NONOXKEHHSA Tina n

He 3a4enuTn KMHoKana. Butarwm noro, HiYoro He 3amiHULL. 3po3yMmino, Wwo Expona yxe Skunco
yac MepTBUMN.

3atum 3a gBeprma No4vyBCs NEpEnsKaHui i CNOBHEHWI HEOOBIpK ronioc monogoro Penmonaa.

— Lo Bu Take rosopute? O, ue Hemoxnmeo! [e nikap?

BiH NOKBannMBO BMPUHYB Ha NOpo3i, a ToAi 3aBMep — 3 06nmyys 36irna dapba. Moro
BiICTOPOHMNA YMACh pyKa, | A0 KiMHATK cTynus lNekTop bnaHT.

— Boxe wmin, — o3BaBca PerimoHp yxe 3-3a MOro cnvHu, — To ue npaeaal

BnaHT niwoB npocTo Ao kpicna. BiH cxunueca Hapg Tinom, i 4, nogymasLuu, Wo, sk i MNapkep, BiH
X04e CXOMUTU PYKIB'S KMHAXKana, BiaTSArHyB AOro O4HIe PYKoLo.

— Hivoro He MOXHa pyxaTn, — NOSICHMB s1. — Noniuis NoBMHHA NOBaYMTK AOro TaknMm, SIKUA BiH
3apas.

BrnaHT oapa3y X KMBHYB Ha 3Hak 3roau. Moro obnmyus 6yno, Sk 3aBxam, He3BOPYLLUHUM, NpoTe
3a 3aCTUIIO MAcCKO 51 HIBUTO po3rneaiB 03Haku XBUMOBaHHA. TumM yacom Oxeddpi PerimoHg
y>Xe Habnuanecs 4O Hac | BTYNUBCS B TiNo 3-3a bnaHToBoro nneva.

— Aknii xax, — npobypmoTiB BiH.

BiH BigHOBMB caMoBnagaHHs, Ta KONu 3HSB NEHCHe, sike 3a3BnYan HOCUB, i NoYas npotupaTtu



Moro, 9 NOMITUB, LLIO NOro pyka TPEMTUTb.

— [pabix, 5 ragato, — NPUNYCTUB BiH. — AK NPOHMK 3No4YnHeLb? Yepes BikHO? LLlocb 3HMKNO?
BiH nigcTynve 0o NMCbMOBOTO CTONY.

— Bu gymaerte, ue rpabix? — noBinbHO 3anuTas .

— A wo we? MNMutaHHa npo camorybCTBO, K HA MEHE, HE CTOITb?

— HixTto 6 cam cebe Tak He 3akonoB, — 3aneBHuB 4. — Lle, 6e3 cymHiBy, BOMBCTBO. Arne SKui
MOTUB?

— Boporis y Pogxepa He Byno B3arani, — Tuxo npomosus bnaHt. — BoueBngp, Le rpabikHuKu.
Ane wo wykanu Ti 3nogii? 3gaeTbcd, HiYOro He Yinanw.

BiH ornsiHyB KiMHaTy. PeriMoHA npodoBXyBaB po3knagaty nanepu Ha NnMcbMOBOMY CTOTi.

— Cxoxe, Hi4oro He 3HuKro. XKogHa 3 Wyxnag He Mae 03Hak 3NoMy, — HapeLuTi 3ayBaXuB
cekpeTtap. — Akacbk 3aragka.

BnaHT negb KMBHYB rofoBoI0.
— Ha poniBui Kinbka NUcTiB, — 3a3HayuMB BiH.

A nogmBmecsa BHU3. Tpy UM YOTMPKU NUCTU N OOCI Nexanu Tam, e ix Bnyctus Ekpong paHiwe
BBEYepi.

Ane CcuHin KOHBEPT i3 nucToM Micic Peppac 3HuK. A came 30MpaBca AeLo ckasaTtu, Ky
OyavHKy NponyHaB A3BiHOK. Y X0ni Npo3ByYanu rornocu, a Togi 3'sismsecs Napkep i3 micuesnm
iHCneKkTopoM noniuii Ta koHcTebnem.

— [o6pwni Bevip, [KeHTNbMEHU, — NpuBiTaBcs iHcnekTop. — Moi cniBuyTTa! Mictep Ekpong 6yB
rigH1M, 0oOpmmM oxeHTrnbMeHoM. Maxopaom kaxe, Wo Le BouBcTBO. Bu 3anepeuvyerte
HelacHMI BUNagokK Ym camory6beTBo, JoKTope?

— lNoBHicTio, — BiAMNOBIB 1.

— Ox! MNoraHi crnpasu.

BiH niginwos i ctaB Hag TPynom.

— Moro winann? — pisko 3anuTas BiH.



— JInwe w06 nepekoHaTUCS, LLO O3HAK XWUTTS HEMae, — NpocTa npoueaypa. Tina 4 B3arani He
TOpKaBcsl.

— Ara! | Bce BKkasye Ha Te, W0 BOMBUA BTIK... NPUHANMHI NOKU-LLO. A Tenep po3nosigante Bce
AetanbHO. XTO 3HanLWoB Tpyn?

£ peTtenbHO BUKNaB yci o6cTaBuHN.
— [NoBigomneHHs TenedoHom, kaxeTe? Big maxxopgoma?

— [NoBigomneHHs, Koro s1 He pobue, — nanko 3aneBHuB Napkep. — A He Habnwxkasca Ao
TenedoHy Becb Bevip. IHWi NiaTBEpaASTL Ue.

— Ayxe gmBHo. [lokTope, ronoc 6yB cxoxun Ha MNapkepiB?
— 'M... He cTBepaXyBaTUMY, LLO S 3ayBaxuB. [1pOCTO A CNPUNHSAB Lie 32 HanexHe.

— MpupoaHo. Mapasa, To Bu aictanucs ctoan, 3namanu Aeepi Ta 3Hanwnm GigonawHoro mictepa
Ekponga B Takomy ctaHi. [lokTope, 9k 4OBro, ragaete, BiH MEPTBUIA?

— [MprHakMHI NiBrognHW... MOXNIMBO, GinbLue, — BiAMOBIB 1.
— [1Bepi Byno 3aMKHEHO 3cepeanHun, kaxeTte? A BikHO?

— #1 0cOBUCTO 3a4MHMB AOrO Ta 3aMKHYB Ha LUMIHraneT paHile BBeYepi Ha NPOXaHHA MicTepa
Ekponga.

IHCnekTop NiginwoB Ao BikHA Ta BiACMOHUB LLUTOPW.

— Wo x, 3apas noro BigYMHEHO, — 3a3Ha4B BiH.

| cnpaBgai, BikHO Byno BiAYMHEHO, a HWXHIO paMy MiAHATO 4O ynopy.

IHCNEeKTOp BUTAMHYB KULLIEHbKOBUIA NiXTapuK i NiACBITMB NiABIKOHHS 3HAABOPY.

— Bes cymMHiBY, BiH MiLLOB UMM LWINAXOM, — KOHCTaTyBaB, — i BBINLWOB TexX. baunte oue?

Y CBIiTNi NOTY>XHOrO NiXTapMKa NPOCTyNano Kinbka 4iTkux cnigis. Cxoxe, 1o Oyno B3yTTs 3
ryMOBMMM LuMnamm Ha nigowsax. OcobnmBo YiTKUI chig BiB 4OCEPEaNHN, iHLINIA, SKUIA TPOXN

nepekpreas NOro, — Ha30BHI.

— #AcHO AK BOXUIN OeHb, — NiCyMyBaB iHCNEKTOP. — 3HMKIO LWOCh LiHHE?



[xedhpi PermoHa noxuTas rosioBoto.

— Hivoro Takoro, wo6 mu Bxe Buasunu. Mictep Ekpong Hikonu He TpUMaB HiYoro LiiHHOMO B LK
KiMHaTi.

— Yry, — nporyB iHCNeKTop. — 3No4nHeLb BUABMNSAe BigYMHeHe BikHO. Bnasutb gocepeanHu,
6aunTtb MicTepa Exkponga, Wwo Tam cnantb Yn, MOXe, 3agpiMaB. 3NnovmMHeLb 3aBgae ygapy 33aay,
MOTiIM Yy HbOrO 3[al0Tb HEPBM, i BiH yTikae. [TOKMHYBLUM JOCUTb YiTKi cnign. Mu Bniimaemo 1oro
6e3 xxogHux TpyaHouuis. Migo3pini He3HaoMmui TyT Hige He BewTanuca?

— On! — panTom CKpPUKHYB 4.

— Wo, poktope?

— Lboro Bevopa s 3ycTpiB Yorogika Ha Buxogai 3 BOPIT. BiH 3anuTaB MeHe npo gopory o «lapky
nanopoTi».

— O KkoTpin roguHi ue 6yno?

— O peB’siTivi piBHO. A 4yB, SIK FTOAMHHUK BUOUB roanHy, KON NpOXO4MB Yepes3 BopoTa.
— MoxeTe 1oro onucatun?

£ onucas yce, LLO 3Mir.

IHCNeKTOp NOBepHYBCSA OO0 Maxopaoma:

— XTOCb, XTO nignagae nig Takvi onuc, Habnuxascsa 40 NapagHoOro Bxogy?

— Hi, cep. Liboro Bevopa B3arani HiXTo He NPUXOauB.

— A yepes 3agHin Bxia?

— He gymato, cep, ane nepesipto.

BiH nigcTynue 0o asepen, ane iHCNeKkTop 3ynuHWB NOTO NOPYXOM BESMKOI PYKW.

— Asikyto, He Tpeba. A cam nepesipto. Ta cnepuly GinbLU-MEHL TOYHO BU3HAYMMOCh i3 roANHaMMU.
XT0 BOCTaHHe 6aumB mictepa Ekponga xmemm?

— Moxe, 4, — npunycTtus 1. — Konu 1LWOoB... 3apas 3ragal... AeCb 3a AeCATb XBUMUH A0
AeB’sToi. BiH cka3aB MeHi, LWo He xo4e, abu roro Typbysanu. A nepekasaB po3nopsAaKEHHS



Mapkepy.

— Cawme TaK, cep, — NoBaXxHO BUronocus lNapkep.

— MicTtep Ekponpg 6yB xu1BWI 0 NiB Ha AeCATY, — BCTaBuB PeliMoHA. — £ 4yB 1oro ronoc.

— 3 KM BiH pO3MOBIsB?

— Ouboro s1 He 3Hato. 3BiCHO, Ha TOKM Yac 9 BBaxas, WO 3 HUM gokTop LWennapg. A mas
3anuTaTn MOro eLlo Npo AOKYMEHTU, 3 SKMMU NMpautoBas, a KOnu noyys ronocu, npuragas, sk
BiH CKasaB, L0 X04e NoroBopuTth 3 goktopoM Lennapgom i wob nomy He nepelukomxanu. Tomy
niwos. A Tenep BUABUNOCS, LLO OOKTOP YXe MilloB?

A kKMBHYB.

— YsepTb N0 AeB’aATin s OyB ygoma, — NPOAOBXKMB 5. — | He BUXOOUB, MOKM A0 MEHE He
3aTenedoHyBarnu.

— XTO Mir ©6yT1 3 HUM O OEB’ATIN TpUALUATL? — 3anuMTaB iIHCNEKTop. — He BuW... MmicTepe... M-M...
— Mariop bnaHrT, — nigkasas s.

— Marnop lNektop bnaHT? — nepenuTaB iHCNEKTOP, i B MOro ronoci 3aGpuHinM HOTKK NoBaru.
BnaHT TinbKn CTBEPAHO KMBHYB rONOBOI0.

— Mapato, My 3ycTpivanuca paHiwe, cep, — 3a3HayuB iHCNEeKTop. — A Bac ogpasy He Bri3HaB, ane
BW 3yNUHANUCSA B MicTepa Ekponga Topik, y TpaBHi.

— Y YyepBHi, — BUnNpaBsmB bnaHT.

— Cnipaegi, To 6yB yepBeHb. OTXe, SK 51 BXXe 3anuTyBaB, TO He BU Bynu 3 mictepom Ekpongom
CbOroAHi 0 AeB’ATIN TPUAUATL BeYopa?

BnaHT noxuTtae ronoeolo.

— A He 6aumB 1Aoro nicns Bevepi, — 3i3HaBCs BiH.
IHCnekTop NnoBepHyBCSA 00 PenmoHaa:

— A BW, cep, He 4ynu, Npo LLO ALLNOCA B PO3MOBI?

— 4 no4yB TinNbkn pparmMeHT, — no4aB cekpeTap, — i, OCKiNbKM Npunyckas, Wwo Mictep Ekpony i3



poktopom Lennapaom, uen ypMBoK BUAABCH MeHi AyKe ANBHUM. FAK 9 nam’sTato 4OCIiBHO,
micTep Ekpong ckasaB: «3BepHEHHS 0O MOro ramaHus Oynm TakuMm YacTUMKU OCTaHHIM Yacom»
— TaK i cKa3aB «OCTaHHIM Yacomy» — «wwo, 6otocs, s GinbLle He MOXY BUKOHATU Lie MPOXaHHS...»
A Bigpasy X niwos, TOMy Hivoro BinbLle He noyyB. Ane OyXe 3aMByBaBcsl, 60 LOKTOP
Wennapg...

— ... He no3unyae Hi onga cebe, Hi ANs iHWKX, — 3aKiH4YMB 1.

— BumaraHH4 rpoluen, — 3agymnvMBo MOBUB iHCMEKTop. — MoXnnBo, ANd Hac ue Baxnuea
nigkaska. — BiH 3BepHyBCS 00 MaxopgoMa. — Kaxete, Napkepe, BM HIKOro He Bnyckanu yepes
napagHuin BXig CbOroaHi BBe4epi?

— Cawme TaK, cep.

— Togi mictep Ekpong maB ocobucTo BnycTUTN He3HanomMmusd. Ane st He 30BCiM pOo3yMito. ..

|HCI'IeKTOp, 34anocs, Ha Kinbka XBUINH 3aMUCIINBCS.

— 3po3yMmino ogHe, — 03BaBCA BiH HapeLUTi, BUPUHYBLUK 3 rIMBOoKoi 3agymu, — mictep Ekpong
OyB XMBUI | 300pOBMIA O NiB Ha gecATy. Lle BocTaHHe, konu BigoMo, Lo BiH OYyB XXMBUN.

[Mapkep BUHYBATO 3aKalUNABCS, W iHCNEKTOP oApa3sy X 3BEPHYB Ha HbOro CBiX nornsg,.
— Wock He Tak? — pi3ko cnuTaB BiH.

— [Mpobaute, cep, ane nicnsa Toro rMoro 6aumna mic dnopa.

— Mic ®nopa?

— Tak, cep. MabyTb, 3a UBepTb 40 AecaToi. Came Toai BOHa ckasarna MeHi, Lo CbOrofHi HiXTo He
noBuHeH TypbyBaTn mictepa Ekponga.

— To BiH BignpaBwuB ii 4O Bac i3 LM NOBIAOMITEHHAM?

— He 30Bcim, cep. A Hic Tauto i3 coqoBoto i Bicki, konu mic dnopa, sika came Buxoguna 3 uiei
KiMHaTK, 3ynMHUNIa MeHe, ckasaBLUM, WO OS4bKO He XOTiB, abu noro Typbysanm.

IHCNEeKTOp NOAMBUBCA Ha MaXXopAoma BinbLl NMUABbHO, HiXK paHille.
— Bawm yxe roBopunu npo HebaxxaHHsa micTepa Exkponga, abu rnoro TypOyBanu, ere x?

Mapkep noyas 3aTvHaTUCA. MIoro pyku 3aTpycunmcs.



— Tak, cep. Tak, cep. Bawa npaBaa, cep.
— | BCe X, BM Manu Hamip notypbysaTu oro?

— A 3abys, cep. To6TO A Npo Te, Lo 3aBXAM NMPUHOLLY BiCKi 3 COAOBOIO B LIEN Yac i NuTato, 4m e
LLie SKiCb pPO3MOPSMKEHHS, TOX S NOAYMaB... HY, 1 NOBOAMBCS, SIK 3aBX4WN, HE 3aMUCIIOHYNCD.

Came B Lel MOMEHT S 3ayBaxus, WO [apkep gyxe nigo3pino 36ymkeHnin. bigHnn Yonosik
TPEMTIB i NOCMUKYBaBCS.

— '™M, — BUAaB iHcnekTop. — A MyLy HeranHo noroBoputh 3 Mic Ekpong. Hapasi My 3anniwimmo
Ll0 KIMHATY Tak, SK e. {1 noBepHycs clogu, Konuv oYy po3nosigb Mic Ekpong. Ans
3aCTepeXeHHs 3a4nHI0 Ta 3aMKHY BiKHO.

YXuBLIN 3anoBixKHMX 3aX0AiB, iIHCNEKTOP BUMLLOB Y XOf1, @ MM NONpsiMyBanu 3a HUM. BiH
3YMVHUBCS HA MUTb, NOIMSHYB HA HEBENMYKI CXiALi N KMHYB Yepes3 nreve 4o KOHCTebns:

— I>XOHCe, Kpallle 30cTaHbTecd TyT. He BnyckanTe Ao uiei KiMHaTh HiKoro.
Mapkep WwWaHo6NMBO BTPYTUBCS:

— MpobauTe, cep. AKLWO 3aMKHYTK ABEPi 40 rOfIOBHOIO XOIYy, HIXTO HE MaTuMe AOCTyny A0 Uiei
YyacTuHu ByauHky. Lli cxoon BegyTh nuwie 4o cnanbHi Ta BaHHOI KiMHaTK MicTepa Ekponga.
3B’43Ky 3 peLuToto dyamHky Hema. Konmeb Tyt 6ynu gBepi, ane mictep Ekpong samypysas ix. BiH
XOTiB, LWOOG MOro KiMHaTK Hanexanu KoMy LjifKOM.

[nsa nposicHeHHs1 cuTyalii 9 4oAaB YOPHOBUIA €CKi3 NpaBoro kpuna 6yanHky. Hesenuki cxogu, siK
noscHue lNMapkep, Benun Jo ogHiei BENMKOi cnanbHi, yTBOPEHOi BHaAcnigok 06’eaHaHHsS ABOX
KiMHaT, @ TaKoX NpUnernoi BaHHW Ta TyanerTy.

IHCneKTop 3p03yMiB cUTYyaLito 3 nepioro nornsagy. Konm Mmu onMHunuca y Benukomy xofni, BiH
3aMKHyB 3a co60t0 ABEepi Ta NOKMaB KoY A0 KuweHi. [oTiM TMXo NpoiHCTPYKTYBaB KOHCTEDNS, i
TOW HanawTyBaBcA NiTw.

— Tpeba posibpatnca 3 TMmu cnigamum Big, B3yTTS, — CKa3aB iHCMEKTop. — Ane cnepLuy mMyLly
nepeknHyTUCA Kinbkoma crioBamu 3 mic Ekpong. BoHa octaHHbol Gauuna gagpka xxueum. BoHa



BXe 3Hae?

PenmoHp noxmutas ronosoto.

— Togj we 30 M’ATb XBUINMH HE rOBOpPUTMMEMO. BoHa Kpalle BignoBiCTb Ha 3anuTaHHS, SKLLO He
Oyae 3acmy4yeHa npaegol Npo cBoro Adapka. CkaxiTb in, WO cTanocst norpabyBaHHs, i
3anuTanTe, YM BOHA He NPOTU OAATTUCS i 3iiTK, WOO BIAMNOBICTU HA KiNbKka 3anuTaHb.

PeiimoHA niwoB Haropy BUKOHYBaTW AOPYYEHHS.

— Mic Ekpona 3apas 3iinge, — noBigoOMUB BiH, MOBEPHYBLUUCL. — 5 Nepekasas i Te, Lo BU
nopaguvnu.

He MUHyno i m’aty XBUNuH, gk dropa, y CBITNO-POXEBOMY LLIOBKOBOMY KiMOHO, 3iiLuna
cxofgamun. BoHa 3paBanacsa HECMOKIHOM i 30yaKEHOLO.

Ynepea BUCTYNUB iHCMEKTOP.
— [lo6pusevip, mic Ekpong, — npmBiTaBca BiH YeMHO. — Botocs, 6yna cnpoba norpabyBaHHs, TOX
MM Xo4emo, Wwob Bu gonomornm Ham. Lo To 3a kimHaTa? bineapgHa? 3axoagbte ctogn Ta

npuncagbere.

driopa npucina Ha Kpaeyok LWMPOKOro 1 3aBOOBXKKM 3 YCIO CTiHY AMBaHa Ta noameBmnacs Ha
iHCnekTopa.

— A He ayxe 3posymina. Lo BkpageHo? Lo s noBnHHa BaM po3noBsicTn?

— 3aranom Take, mic Ekpona. MNMapkep cTBepaxye, WO BM BUXOAMNM 3 KabiHETY CBOro Asabka 3a
yBepTb A0 Aecdroi. Lle Tak?

— Cawme Tak. A npuriwna nobaxat nomy Ha AobpaHiy.

—Yac To4HmMn?

— Hy, ue 6yno gecb Toai. HanesHo He ckaxy. MoxnuBeo, nisHiwwe.
— Baw gaabko nepebyBaB caM Yn 3 KUMOCH ie?

— BiH 6yB cam. [lokTop Wennapa yxe niwos.

— Bu yacom He 3ayBaxunu, BikKHO Byrno BigYMHEHO YM 3a4MHEHO?

<Dnopa noxmTarna rosfioBoto.



— He moxy Bignosictu. LLTopn 6yno onyuieHo.

— Came Tak. A ASAbKO NOBOAUBCS 3BUYHO?

— Oymato, Tak.

— MoxeTe po3noBicTM HaMm, gk came Bce BigbyBanoca?

®nopa Ha MUTb 3aMOBKI1a, HaYe Hamarar4mcb 3ragaTu.

— A 3anwna i ckasana: «[JobpaHiy, aaabky, a9 narato cnatu. CborogHi 4 BTommnacsay. BiH wocbk
npobypMmoTiB i... A niginwna, wo6 nouinysaTtn Moro, a BiH CKasas, LLO CYKHS MEHi NIYNTb, a Togj
NonpocuB NiTK, NO3askK BiH 3aNHATUIA. | 4 niwna.

— BiH npocwuB, wo6 noro He Typbysanu?

— O, TaK, a s 1 3abyna. BiH ckasaB: «[lepekaxu Mapkepy, LLO CbOrogHi MeHi BinbLue HiYoro He
noTpibHo, i Wwob BiH MeHe He TypbyBaB». A 3ycTpina Napkepa 6ins ABepen i nepekasana nomy
ASAbKOBE NPOXaHHS.

— Cawme TaK, — nigTBEpPAMB IHCMEKTOP.

— Bu He posnosicTe MeHi, Wo BKpageHo?

— Mu He... BNEeBHEHI, — Barato4ncb, BiAMNOBIB iHCNEKTOP.

Y LIMPOKO pO3MJIOLLIEHMX 04YaX QiBYMHU 3’'siBUnaca Tpmeora. BoHa ckoumna Ha Horu.

— Wo cranock? Bu wock Big MmeHe npuxoByeTte?

Pyxatoumncb, sk 3a3BMyan, HENMOMITHO, MiXK HELO Ta iHCneKkTopom Bupic ektop braHT. dnopa
neab NPOCTArHyna pyky, BiH y31B ii y CBOi JOMOHI, NOrnamKyoyn, Haye ManeHbKy, i BoHa
noBepHynacs 40 HbOro, Hibu B LboMy 6e3npuctpacHomy, Kam’sHoMy obnuydyi 6yno Te, LWo

o6iuano in niaTpumky Ta 6esnexy.

— MNMoraHa HoBUHa, Propo, — TUXO NPOMOBUB BiH. — [ToraHa HOBMHa ANs BCix Hac. Baw aaabko
Pooxep...

— Tak?

— Lle ctaHe gna Bac Baxkum ygapom. Ta paHo 4u ni3Ho... bigHu Pogxep mepTeuia.



driopa BigcTynuna Bif HLOTO, ii OYi PO3LLIMPUNNCA Bif XKaxy.

— Konu? — npowenoTina BoHa. — Kornn?

— Botocs, ogpasy no Tomy, SK BU NiLUNKW, — ceprMo3Ho ckasas bnaHT.

driopa cxonunacs pykor 3a ropno, KOPOTKO 30MKHYMa — i 4 BCTUI NigXonuTu ii y nosiTpi. BoHa
BTpaTuna CBiAOMICTb, | MM 3 BnaHTOM NepeHecnu ii Haropy Ta Bknanu B NiXko. NoTim 4

nonpocms noro po3dyanTun micic Exkpong i noBigomnty in HoBuHy. ®rnopa Hezabapom oTssiMunacs,
i 5 NpuUBIB 4O HEi Mamy, NOSICHMBLUK, SIK AbaTy Npo AiBy4nHy. Todi NOKBanMBCS YHU3.

Po3gin woctuit. TyHICbKnin KuHaxan

A 3ycTpiB iHCNEKTOpa Ha BUXOAi 3 ABEPEN, O BENU A0 KYXOHHUX MPUMILLEHb.

— Ak monoga negi, goktope?

— Cawme oroBTyeTbCs. 3 Helo ii maTtu.

— Lle gobpe. A gonuTyBae cnyr. YCi BOHU CTBEPAXKYIOTh, LLO CbOrOA4HI BBevepi 6inst YopHoro xoagy
Hikoro He 6yno. Baww onunc Toro He3Hanomusa AOCUTb HEYITKUIA. [Ina NpogoBXEHHSA Yn He Mmornn ©

BM MNOBIJOMMWTM HaM LLIOCb KOHKPETHiLe?

— Botocs, wo Hi, — 3 xxanem Bignosie 8. — PosymieTe, Hi4u 6yna TemHa, a xnoneub MaB NigHATUR
KOMIip nansta n HaCyHyTUI Ha OYi Kanenox.

—'M, — rMUKHYB iHCnekTop. — Cxoxe Ha Te, WO BiH XOTiB NpMxoBaTh cBoe 06mnmnyysi. BnesHeHi,
O He 3HaeTe Noro?

£ BignNoBIB, WO Hi, XOM i HE Tak pily4ye, 9K Hanexano 6: 3ragaB CBOe BpaXKeHHs, WO AeCb YyB
ronoc HesHanomus. [loBosi HEBMEBHEHO A MOSICHUB Lie IHCNEKTOPY.

— KaxeTe, ronoc rpybun, npocrtakyBaTum?
A noroguecs, ane MeHi cnano Ha ragky, wo ta rpybictb Oyna Tpoxu nepebinbweHa. Konu, Ha
AYMKY iHCMeKTopa, Y0roBiK BOSiB NpMxoBaTn cBoe obrnyys, To BiH Mir 6u Tak camo cnpobyBaTtu

3MiHUTU CBil ronoc.

— [lokTope, BU HE MPOTW 3HOBY NPONTK 3i MHOK A0 KabiHeTy? € e AeLo, Npo LWo s Xo4vy Bac



3anntaTtu.

£ Heoxoue norogmBcs. IHcnekTop [esic BigiMkHYB ABepi NepeanoKo, MU NPOWLLIAN, i BiH 3HOBY
3aMKHYB iX 3a cobolo.

— Mwn X He xouemo, Wwob Hac TypOyBaTun, — MOBMB BiH NOXMYpPO. — | He xo4emo, Lwob Hac
nigcnyxanu. Lo Tam 3a icTopis 3 WwaHTaxem?

— WaHTaxem! — NpUrornomLLIEeHO BUINYKHYB .
— Le nnig MapkepoBoi yasn? Yu B LbOMY cnpaBai Wock e?

— Axkwo Mapkep 4YyB NPO WaHTaX, — MNOBIfNIbHO NPOTArHYB S, — TO HAaNeBHO MNiACNyXOBYyBaB 3a
OBepuMa Kpisb 3aMKOBY LLiISNTUHY.

[leBic KMBHyB.

— HameiporigHiwe. Po3ymieTe, s came nepesipsito, wo pobue Mapkep Toro Beyopa. Hanpaegy
MeHi He cnogobanacs noro nosefiHka. Yonosik Wocb 3Hae. Konu 4 novas po3nuTyBaTtu NOro,
BiH 3M149KaBCS i MoYaB WOCh BEP3TU MPO LLUAHTaxX.

A MUTTEBO yXBanuB pilLEHHS.

— [oGpe, Wo BM NOpPYyLUMAN L0 TEMY, — MPOMOBUB. — £ BCE Le HamaraBCs BUPILLUTH, YK
3i3HaBaTUCS, NOKNaBLUM PYKY Ha cepLe, YK Hi. BnacHe, BXe BUpILLMB yce BaM pO3MnoBiCTU, NpoTe

YyekaB CrnyLLHoi Harogu. | 3apas BoHa 3’aBmnacs.

| 4 onucas yci nogii Toro Beyopa Tak, K BUKMaB iX TYT. I[HCNEeKTOp NPOHMKINBO CryXas, Yac Big
yacy CTaBnsyu 3annTaHHS.

— HarHesBuyHiwwa icTopis, SKy 8 4yB, — NigCyMyBaB BiH, KONK 9 3aKiH4YMB. — | BU KaxeTe, Lo NNCT
©eacnigHo 3HKUK? lMoraHo, ue cnpaegi Ayxe noraHo. Lle nae Ham Te, WO MK LLyKaemo, — MOTUB
nns BOMBCTBA.

£ KuBHyB.

— A posymito.

— Kaxete, mictep Ekpona HaTsSKHYB Ha CBOIO NiJ0O3py MPO NPUYETHICTb KOroch i3 AOMAaLLHiX?
[JomallHi — 4OCUTb FHYYKe BU3HAYEHHS.

— Bu x He oymaeTe, wo lNapkep — Ta ocoba, gky M1 LIykaeMo? — 3anuTas Si.



— [Oyxe cxoxe Ha Te. BiH BoueBMab NiacnyxoByBaB Mig ABepuma, Konu Bu BUALLINN. i3Hiwe mic
Ekpong HalwToBXHyNacb Ha HbOro 3ornHuUem Binsa geepen, Konm 3axoguna ao kabiHeTy.
Mpunyctumo, BiH cnpobyBaB 3HOBY, konu BoHa 6yna Bxe ganeko. 3akonos Ekporiga, 3aMkHyB
OBEpi 3cepeaunHu, Bid4YMHUB BiKHO, BMi3 i3 KabiHETY Ta NpokpaBcsa 40 OOKOBUX ABEpPEMN, SKi
3asganerigb BiguMHMB. Ak Bam Take?

— [poTu uboro e nuwe oguH akT, — NOBINbLHO NPOMOBKB A. — AkOGU Ekpong goumTtas Tom nucT
nicnsg Moro BigxoAy, 9K BiH NaHyBaB, TO He Gayy CEHCy B TOMY, LLO BiH NPOAOBXKyBaB CUAiTH
Aani Ta NpoKpyyyBaTh BCe y CBOIN ronosi we rogunHy. BiH 6u Bigpady noknukas Napkepa,
3BMHYBATMB MOro Ta 3aiHaB 6w gobpsunn ranac. Nam’arante, Ekpong 6yB xonepukom.

— MoxnuBo, came Tofi BiH He MaB Yacy Ao4YuTaTu UCT, — BUCIIOBMB 340rag iHcnekTop. — Mu
3Haemo, Lo XTocb B6yB 3 HUM O MiB Ha AECATY. AKWO TOM BiABiAyBady 3'ABUBCS Bigpasy nicns Bac,
a noTiM, KOnu BigBigyBad niwos, Mic Ekpona 3anwna nobdaxatn gobpoi Hodi, BiH He 3mir 6u
NoBEPHYTUCA OO0 NUCTa Malxe A0 AeCATOoi roguHu.

— A TeneOHHMI A3BIHOK?

Moxe, MNapkep noro 3pobus nepen TMM, ik NOAyMaB NPO 3aMKHEHi ABepi Ta BiAYMHEHE BiKHO.
MoTim BiH NnepedymMaB 4K 3anaHikyBaB, TOX BMPILLMB CKa3aTy, LLO HIYOro He 3Hae. 3aneBHsio
Bac, Tak i byno.

— Ta-aK, — NpOoTArHyB £ i3 CYMHIiBOM.

— Y 6yab-akoMy pasi MoXHa 3’dAcyBaTu NnpaBady Npo A3BIHOK HA TeneOoHHIN cTaHuji. AKLWOo noro
3'egHanu 3BifgcK, TO He PO3YMito, SIK XTOCh iHWKIA, KpiM [Napkepa, Mir 3atenedoHyBaTtu.
3Baxarouu Ha ue, BiH — Hall. Ane TpumanTe Bce B TaeMHULi. He TpUBOXMTUMEMO NOro, AOKN He
30epeMo BCix AokasiB. f HarmnsHy, UM He NPUNYCTUTLCS BiH NOMUIIKK. A Ha NO3ip 30cepeanmMocs
Ha BalLOMYy TaeMHWYOMY HE3HANOMLEBI.

BiH nigBiBcs i3 kpicna 6ins NCbMOBOro CTONy, A€ CUAIB, LUMPOKO PO3CTaBUBLLW HOTW, | MiACTYNUB
[0 HepyxoMoro Tina y Kpicni.

— Ham noBuHHa gatu nigkasky 36pos, — 3ayBakvB BiH, ClpsiMyBaBLUM nornsag yropy. — Lle wock
30BCiM YHiKanbHe, sk Ha MeHe. AHTUKBapHa piu.

BiH 3irHyBCS, yBaXXHO BMBYaO4M PYKiB'S, | 1 NOYyB 3a40BONeHnn Buryk. Motim, ayxe obepexHo,
BiH NPUTUCHYB pyKamun TPOXU HWXKYE Bif PYKIB'A Ta BUTAMHYB N1e30 3 paHu. Bce we Tpumatoun
36poto TaK, Wob He TopKaTUCA PYKiB'A, BiH NOMICTUB ii B LLMPOKY NOPLIENAHOBY Yally, Ska
npukpaLlana KamiH.

— Tak, — BMaaB BiH, KWBHYBLUW. — CnpaBXHin BUTBIp MUCTELTBA. Takux Hebararo.



Lle 6yna cnpaBai rapHa pid: By3bke KOHyconogibHe neso nig pykie'saM i3 BULLYKAHUM MeTaneBum
nepenneTeHHaM CKpynynbOo3HOiI pyyHOi poboTu. BiH 06epekHO TOPKHYBCS fe3a nanbuem,
nepeBipsAYN NOro rocTpoTy, N 306pa3mnB OUiHIOBarNbHY rpuMacy.

— boxe, ake ne3o, — BUrykHyB. — HaBiTb AuTnHa morna 6 yropoamTti Noro B NI0ANHY, Hade B
mMacno. Hebesne4yHo matu Taky irpaLuky.

— MoxHa 4 3apa3 HanexHo OrfsiHy Tifo? — 3an1Tas 4.

BiH kKnBHyB.

— Ynepeg.

£ npoBiB peTernbHe 0B6CTEXEHHS.

— |? — nouikaBmBCSA iIHCNEKTOP, KOMW 51 3aBEPLUNB.

— He o6TsxyBaTMMy Bac HaykOBUMM TEPMiHamMu, — no4vaB 5. — [pubepexemo ue ans
poscrnigyBaHH4A. Yaoap 3aBAaB MpaBopyKUi, WO CTOAB no3ag Hboro. | cMepTb BoYeBMAb HacTana
MUTTEBO. |3 BMpa3dy obnumy4s nokiHMka 3po3ymino, wo yaap 6yB LifikoM HeodikyBaHuM. MabyTb,

BiH NOMep, He 3HaK4Yn, XTO BOUBLIA.

— Maxopgomu BMitOTb NepecyBaTUCH TUXO, MOB Killlka, — 3ayBaXuB iHcnekTop [eBic. — Y ubomy
3M04UNHI HebaraTto TaeMHMYoro. NornsiHeTe Ha pyKiB'A KMHOKana.

A nornsHys.

— Hacwmintocs 3a3HaumTi, Angd Bac BOHM He 04eBUAHI, Ta 9 6ady ix 4OCTaTHLO YiTKO. — BiH
NPUTULLIMB ronoc. — BinduTtku nansuis!

IHCNeKTOop BIACTYNMB Ha Kiflbka KPOKiB, abun OLiHUTK peakuito Ha Ui croBa.

— Tak, — 3poHuB g M’ako. — Nagato, Lo Tak.

He posymito, YoMy MeHe MaloTb 3a He OBTSXKEHOro IHTENEeKTOM. A YnTaro AETEKTUBHI iCTOpiIi Ta
rasetu. 3peLToto, 9 NguHa i3 nepecidyHnmm 3gidHocTammn. Akbu Ha pykiB'i KuHaXKana
3HanLWNMCs BiAbWTKN NanbLiB Hir, Le Byna 6 3oBcim iHakwa cnpasa. OTogi 1 6 306pa3us

[AOCTaTHbO 34MBYBaHHSI Ta GNaroroBiHHS.

agato, iHCneKkTopa posapaTtyBarno Te, WO NOMY Hisik He BOaBanocs MeHe Bpa3uTu. BiH y3as
nopLensHoBy Yally Ta MONPOCUB MEHE CyNPOBOAXKYBaTU NOro Ao GinbApaHoI.

— Mobaunmo, un mictep PeliMoHg 3MOXe pO3MOBICTU HaM LLIOCh NPO LIEV KMHOXKan, — NOSICHUB



BiH.

3HOBY 3aMKHYBLUM 32 COOOI0 30BHILLHI ABEPi, MM NPOMLWNKN A0 BiNbApAHOI, Ae 3HANLWNAN
[xedbpi PerimoHaa. IHCnekTop TpuMas CBill eKCNoHaT.

— CTtukanucs i3 umMm paHiwe, mictepe PerimoHg?

— Hy... MabyTb... 1 Maxke BNEBHEHUN, LLO Lie aHTUKBAPHUI NogapyHOK MicTepoBi Ekpongy Big
manopa bnaHnTa. BiH 3 Mapokko... Hi, 3 TyHicy. OTxe, 3NM04YnH CKOINn HUM? AKka He3BuYanHa piy.
30aeTbces, Le Make HEMOXINBO, Ta HAaBPSA UM iCHye ABa Taki KuHgxanwu. Npueectn manopa
bnaHTta?

He yekatoun Ha BignoBiab, BiH MOKBaNNBO BUNLLIOB.

— Takuin XopoLUmri xnoneub, — 3ayBaXkmB iIHCNEKTOP. — € B HbOMY LLIOCb YeCcHe Ta Lupe.

A noroguecs. 3a Ti ABa poku, noku xeddpi PerimoHa BUKOHYBaB 060B’A3KM cekpeTaps
Ekponga, S Hikonu He GyB CBIAKOM NOro 36EHTEXEHHS UM BTpATU caMoBagaHHs. S 3Hato 1Moro
SK QyKe BiAnoBiganbHOro cekpetaps.

3a xBunuHy Yu ABi PerimoHa noBepHyBCs B cynpoBogi bnaHTa.

— 4 maB paito, — CXBUNbOBAHO NoBigoMNB PerMoHA. — Lle TyHiCbkMi KuHOpKan.

— Manop BnaHT iwe He 6a4mB Noro, — 3anepeymB iHCNEKTOP.

— BbauuB, konu 3axoauB Ao KabiHETY, — CNOKIMHO NPOMOBMB YOSOBIK.

— To Bu Bni3Hann noro?

BnaHT KnBHYB.

— Bwu Hivoro He roBopunu npo ue, — Nigo3pino 3ayBaxus iHCNEKTOP.

— HeBpganuin MomMeHT, — nodcHus bnaHT. — banakaHuHa y HeBOanuMi MOMEHT MOXe 3aBaaTu
yMmarno LwKoau.

BiH focTaTHBO CNOKIMHO BUTPUMAaB NPOHUKITMBUIA NOrNsAL iHCNeKTopa.
OcTaHHin HapeLwTi Wocb 6ypKHYB i BiABEPHYBCS. BiH NpuHic knHmpkan bnanTy.

— Bu gocntb yneBHeHi Wwogo Hboro, cep. Bu BnisHaeTe 1Moro, He CyMHiBato4mchb?



— Linkom. Y3arani »)xogHux CyMmHiBiB.
— [e ulo... e-e-e... aHTUKBapPHY piy 3a3Bu4an 36epirann? Moxerte ckasatu, cep?

Bignogis cekpetap.

KoHeL, 03HaKoMUTENBHOrO (bparMeHTa.

TekcT npegoctaeneH OO0 «JlutPec».

MpounTanTe aTy KHUIy LENUKOM, KYNUB MOSHYHO NieranbHy BEPCUIO
(https://www.litres.ru/pages/biblio_book/?art=36340648&Ifrom=362673004) Ha JIntPec.

BesonacHo onnatuTtb KHUIYy MOXHO ©aHkoBckon kapton Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cyeta
MoBUnbHOro TenedoHa, ¢ NnaTexHoro TepMmmHana, B canoHe MTC vnu CeasHown, Yyepes PayPal,
WebMoney, Angekc.[leHbrn, QIWI Kowwenek, 6o0HyCHbIMKU KapTamMmn unu gpyrum ygoobHeim Bam
crnocobom.

notes

MpumeyaHus

Biy-Ha-Biu (bp.). — TyT i gani npum. nepekn.



